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INTRODUCTION. 


E:cTRA(rrs from tlio iollowinj^ J^ottors IVom (Jeorgo Ifl. to Lord 
North have been published by Lord Stauhojie in his ‘History 
of Euglnnd from the IVaeo of Utroelil ; ’ by Earl Jiii.ss(‘ll in liis 
‘Life’ and ill his ‘ i\Iemorials and rorrespondeneo ’ of Cliarh's 
fFaiiK's Eox ; and by Jlr. Haneroft in liis ‘ History of the Unitivl 
f^hites/ ]hit tlie samples of tlie Xing’s Letters given in tlies(‘ 
works imperfeetly repre.sent the originals. The noble historian 
giv(\s the following account of his acquaintance with the corre- 
spondence : — 

“The original Letters from King George HI. to Lord North 
“ as his Prime ]\rinister were laid before Sir James Mackintosh, 
“ who, extracting the most important passages, transcribed them 
“ in a manuscript volume. This afterwards passed into the 
“ hands of Lord North’s surviving daughter, Lady Charlotte 
“ Lindsay, and from lier into those of Lord Brougham. Througli 
“ the friendly regard of Lady Charlotte, and in the year ] 847, 

I obtained the communication of that voluflie ; Lady Cliarlotto 

at the same time giving me full permission to make any use 
“ of it I might deem proper.” ® 

This “manuscript volume” is the common source of the 
extracts hitherto printed. But Sir James Mackintosli, althougli 
he had the whole correspondence before him, selected fi'om it 
such portions only as may have seemed to him most important, 
or as best siiited to a particiila;* purpose-— peihaps tlie liistory 
of a period or a reign. In many instances lie lias taken only 
a single sentence from a LotteUf in others ho has combined 


" ‘Hist, of Kngland/ vol. v., Append. | it is cited by me, in accordance wiOi f/s 
p. xlvii. As I sliall Lave frequent occa- ; titlc-pILo, ns ‘Lord Mahon’s Hi.story,’ 
sion to refer to tlii.s valualde work, it j N:c., and that T Iiave u.sed tlio .")th 
may l)o convenient to state at once that I edition, in 7 volume.^, IS.'iS. 

VOL. I. 
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sentences that originally were unconnected, wliile lie has passed 
over a considerable number of the King’s Letters as either of 
little moment in themselves or of none to his object in tran- 
scribing. By such combinations or omissions the (jontext is 
sometinK^s disturbed and the series rendered incomplete. In 
the following pages entire and exact copies of the Letters arc 
for the first time published. With the exception of a few 
brief notes of a])pointniont of time or place, I have printed all 
* the Letters preserved in the Queen’s library at Windsor Castle, 
oiiiittii’ and transposing nothing in the series now for the first 
time presented to the public. 

A sovereign of Great Britain who has the credit of taking 
active part in politics inevitably becomes a mark for censu!*e or 
applause. Those whom he favours will regard him as a patriot 
king ; those from whom his countenance is turned will have a 
keen scent for any errors he may commit. In the present 
instance Tory writers cannot commend George III. enough for 
taking to his councils a long-excluded and distrusted party: 
and Whig writers cannot pardon him for cancelling what they 
had come to consider hereditary claims to olBce. Perhaps the 
time has not even. yet arrived for a Jjistory of this reign. ** On 
the one hand, we are still too near the period to be quite exempt 
from the feelings wljich agitated and did not expire witJi it ; on 
Wio other, we may not have at present all the materials for such 
a work. Every contribution, however, to the naiTtftivo renders 
more possible the composition of it ; and it is hoped that the * 
following Letters addressed by the King to his most trusted and 
favoured Minister during a most eventful crisis may facilitate 
the task of the future historian. 

No one can have studied the narratives of Earl Stanhope and 
]Mr. Adolphus, of Belsham and Aikin, or even dipped into the 
Grenville or Bedford Papers, the Memoirs of Lord Eockingham 
or Charles James Fox, or into any collection of Letters^ or 
Eeminisconces of the times of George III., without being 
impressed by the very ojqxjsite views taken by historians or 
memorialists of his public character. The commendation and 
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tlio Gonsuro alike have a tendency to the extravagant. Witli 
Tori(‘S he passes for a patriot king; with Whigs for a iiionarcli 
who endeavoured to re-act the part of C’harles L, under different 
circumstances and with dilferent materials. Amid tliese dis- 
crepancies one fact remains steadfast, that the position of 
George III., whether won by his own exertions, or forced on 
him by circumstances, differed in many resjiects from that of 
every English sovereign since the Eevolution of 1088. In the 
following pages, before proceeding to comment on the Letters 
themselves, I shall attempt to ascertain what tliat position was, 
how acquired, and how maintained. 

•With the abdication of James II. expired the overt struggle 
between privilege and jwerogative : the right divine of kings 
was practically overthrown, although it continued to linger as 
a theory among Jacobites and Tories, and the advisers of the 
Crown were no longer appointed at the will or by tlie caprice of 
the wearer of it. Parliament, so far as it represented the will 
of the nation, proscribed to the King the nation's virtual rulers ; 
or at least dictated to him with whose aid and advice ho should 
conduct its affairs. Parliament again, though often expressing 
the wishes of a minority, took cliarge of the interests of the 
nation at large, and jealously watched every attempt at govern- 
ment by prerogative. The principles of (Svil and religious 
liberty were secui-ed by the Jh’ll of Rights and the Tulcraiioii 
Act; and siiico it was the coiniuoii interest of William IIL and 
the Whigs to resist the Jacobites who regarded him as a usurper, 
and the Tories who could not reconcile thcmselv(.*s to breaking 
the direct line of succession, the Whig party and the Jving 
whom they liad accepted, although occasionally at variance, 
agreed with ^oiicv another well in the main. The liarrnony 
between the Crown and the WJjigs was indeed interruj>tcd by 
the Tory predilections of Anne, and for a time the Act of Hettlo- 
ment was in danger, and the restoration of the old line a likely 
event. The death of the Queen saved the nation from a re- 
action that would probably liave renderiMl necessary a second 
revolution. 


b 2 
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The power of the Whigs was once more established by tlie 
accession of tlic Tloiise of Hanovta-. Each of tlio two great 
])arties indeed completed for tlu^ favour of the Act-of-Hettlement 
Jving ; blit the claims of the framers or supporters of that Act 
were naturally preferred by him to the pretensions of its open 
or secret oj)[)on(mts. Tlie lluctuatiou between Wliigs and Tories, 
which laid marked the preceding reign, ceased with tlie accession 
of George I., and for a period of forty-five years one or other 
section of tli(3 Whigs excluded the Tori(?s from office. ^Tli<‘ 
inter(‘sts of the first two Hanoverian sovereigns tended to such 
an nrrangoinent, and llio dread of the JVetondcr entertained 
by at least an active and intelligent minority of the Englidi 
people, coniii*m(‘d the inclinations of the Crown. The Whigs 
indeed cpinrrelled with one another, but not sufficiently so as 
to make a })racticable breach for the Tory party to enter, 
although some of the more moderate of its members were ad- 
mitted into the administration which obstructed the measures, 
and finally effected the downfall, of Sir Eobert Wiilpole. In 
the main, however, the policy of Mr, Pelham for nearly ten 
years, and of the Duke of Newcastle after his brother’s death, 
did not depart widely from that of the earlier and more genuine 
Whigs; and the first two Georges acquiesced, with occasional 
murmurs on the p&rt of tlie second of the name, in the counsels, 
o/) as their enemies termed it, the dictation of an oligarchy. 
The nation, on its part, looked with general indffference upon 
tlie schisms of the Whigs and the exclusion of the Tories ; for 
it a season of general prosperity, and rulers who enrich a 
people are seldom unpopular. One result o(. their long' tenure 
of office was to concentrate in a few Wliig fhmflii's claims or 
pretensions to conduct the government of tjie 5'oimtry. For 
such official monopoly tliere was some excuse in the necessity of 
the times so long as the Pretender was formidable; but after 
tlic year 174 G the plea for exclusiveness became less valid, or 
at least l(3ss apparent^ It was contested by the hither of 
(i(3orge III., who assembled around him at Leicester House 
malcontent AMn'gs and jiretended patriots, and virtually it was 
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overthi'owii by William Pitt the elder, wliose gcMiius and its 
attendant popularity enabled him to dispense with party con- 
nexion. Upon the whole, such connexion had not proved detri- 
mental to the weal of tlie nation. It became, however, less 
easy to defend connexion as soon as a sovereign, whose title 
no one questioned, had mounted the throne. The objections t(^ 
it were sedulously inculcated upon George III. by his mother, 
and at least one of his tutors; and his determination to break 
what he \vas taught to consider a yoke degrading to his high 
oil ice was very ( ‘arly formed, pertinaciously acted upon, and 
finally, and indeed before he had reigned many years, crowned 
w^ith success. Whether the nation benetited as much as the 
royai dignity by the exchange of an oligarchy for a government 
by ‘‘new men,'’ is a question which I leave the readers of his- 
tory to decide for themselves. 

The propriety of relieving the Crown from the dependence 
on Wliig statesmen into which it had fallen since the arrival of 
George I. in this island, is thus stated by Mr, Massey : ^ — 

“The commencement of this reign was remarkable for an 
“ attempt on the part of the Crown to recover that power and 
“ influence which since 1688 had boon aiiprojmated by the 
“ Parliament. Nor was the adventure so hopeless or so devoid 
“ of plausibility as it would appear to a generation fully re- 
“ conciled to that system of government, in which the consti- 
“ tution has* long since practically determined. The mode in 
“ which parliamentary government first developed itself in this 
“ (country was not such as to entitle it to the respect and con- 
“ fidence of the nation. Tim ancient prerogative, which, though 
“ often oppressive, was still regarded with reverence and affec- 
“ tion by the people as a rightful rule, and as a simple and 
“ intelligible principle of govemment, was now superseded by 
“ a new form of policy, wliich enabled factions, and even indi- 
“ viduals, to exercise supreme i^ower by means of a packed and < 
“ venal House of Commons. The result of this mode of ad- 


" ' History of England/ vol. i. p. 52. 
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“ ministration had been imbecility in the national councils, and 
“ the abuse of the public service throughout every department. 
“ But of the four sovereigns who had filled the throne since the 
“ lie volution, tlireo were foreigners and strangers ; and cveiy 
“ one of them had reigned by a title de facto rather than de jure. 
‘‘ It was in vain for jirinces so situated to appeal to the loyalty 
of the people against the dictation of a cabal. But the case 
“ was now altered. The new King was avowedly an English- 
“ man both by birth and education, and in his ])erson the lawful 
demise of the Crown was at length practically admitted. The 
“ present therefore seemed a favourable opportunity to raise the 
Crown from the powerless and dependent condition into whidi 
it had fallen. TliC Whigs had hitherto assumed to take the 
‘‘ House of Hanover under tlieir cxelusive ju’otection ; and almost 
“ every public man who had held high oflico since the accession 
“ of tliat fixmily, was a member of the great Whig connexion. 

But it was neitlicr expedient nor becoming that the King 
“ of England should always depend upon one party, however 
“ great their services might have been. The necessity for 
“ doing so had undoubtedly ceased. There was no longer any 
‘‘ reason why the Tories should not be admitted' to power* and 
employment. Many years had passed since they had with- 
“ drawn altogethcn from correspondence with the exiled princes ; 
and it is obvious tliat no policy could more strongly recom- 
mend itself to the young King than tliat of encouraging and 
welcoming the returning allegiance of so considerable a body 
of Jiis subjects. Tliat George III., fortified by the support of 
this great party, thus hajipily reconciled to the Crown, should 
assert the regal authority in a tone which liis immediate pre- 
ihoessoi's were not jn a condition to assume, seems to he per- 
Ibctly inteZ/igib/c, without resorting to any far-fetched theory 
“ for an explanation.” 

The defence of the Whig Government, on the other hand, is 
thus ably conducted by the late Professor Smyth.'^ 

c 

‘ JA’i lurcjs oil MuiUtu History,’ vol. ii. p. 
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Had tliere over apj)oared in these AVliig fiiTiiilies, in tlic 
“ Walpoles, the Townsliends, and the Pelhams, any opinions 
‘‘ ineonsisteiit with the reverenee that was due to their sove- 
‘‘ rei^j^n ; any iin])roper disregard of the interests of the proroga- 
tive ; any idle ebullitions of uiiqualiticd democracy that could 
“ disquiet or displease a monarch of the Brunswick race? Tlie 
‘‘ most ardent friends of the j>opular part of the constitution 
may indeed think that with all their merits the Whig families 
“ have had their faults, that they first made and never after- 
“ wards repealed or modified the Septennial Bill; that they 
‘‘ sacrificed the intc'rests of England to those of JTanover, as 
their sovereigns required ; tliat at all times tliey were quietists 
“ n^her than reformers. These accusations may bo preferred 
‘‘ against them by the more ardent friends of the j)opular part 
“ of our constitution, but the friends of the monarcliical part 
“had no accusation to offer. Their only semblance of coin- 
“ plaint was that the sovereign could not comfortably rule but 
“ by means of the Whig families, that is, could not bo in- 
“ dependent.”® In the King’s Letters we shall presently dis- 
cover the price paid for the comfort and independence of the 
crown. 

At the date of some of the earliest of the following Letters, 
the most important events in this country jirose from the con- 
test between the House of Commons and the electors of Middle- 
sex, respecting the right of the one to dictate to the other the 
choice of their representatives in Parliament.^ Clouds indeed 
had already gathered on the American horizon, but, owing to 
the prudence of the Eockingham Ministry in 17G5-f>, thougli not 
dispersed, they Vere suspended there for a few years longer. 
Tho questions of the moment were Farliamontary Privilege, its 
rightful or ?ts assumed extent, and tho struggle for power be- 
tween the sections of tho Whigs and the revived party of the 


^ See, liowcver, Lord Million, ‘ Hist. had returned to England, and, after 

of England,’ vol. iv. p. 214 ; v. 112. failingp in tho City, was returned for 

A few weeks before tho dissolution Middlesex by a largo majority. — See 

of Parliament, in March, 1768, Wilkes Letter 2, and note. 
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Tories. Since the beginning of this reign there had been six 
total or partial changes of administration, in all of which the 
King was believed or reported to have taken an active partJ^ 
Wliether it were tlie fact or merely rumour, it was evident 
that (Jeorge III. was not walking in the ways of his immediat(^ 
predecessors. The transition from a passive to an active sov(^- 
reign, important in itself at the moment, was yet more so in 
its consequences, since whether it were for good or evil tliero 
(‘an be no question that the principles or prejudices of the King 
(‘xei’ted much influence upon his reign. The position of the 
ruling parties was reversed. The Whigs were gradually de- 
tached, and finally dismissed from the royal councils, with tl^e 
ex(reption indeed of such pliant and adhesive members o# the 
party as accommodated their old doctrines to their new circum- 
stances. The Tories entered upon a still longer tenure of office 
than that which their opponents had reluctantly resigned. 
They who had long barely tolerated, if they did not oppose the 
Tlanoverian Kings, now became their standi adlierents; while 
tlio Whigs, who had placed and kept them on the throne, either 
coalesced with their former adversaries or arrayed themselves 
ill active opposition. 

The King’s lettc^rs are strictly such as one man of business 
commonly writt's to<inother. With very rare exceptions they are 
writt(‘n in haste, and sometimes even with impetuosity. Many of 
them would shock Lindley Murray; in some of them Triscian’s 
head is broken ; in few of them is there a vestige of pr(q)ara- 
tion, in none of them of elegance in expression. Louis XIV. 
wrote very hidiftbrcnt grammar, and George III. wrote not 
much, if at all, hotter than his most Christian Majesty. In 
this respect indeed he was on a par with many of the nobility 
and gentry of the time, who may iiotwitlrstanding liavo com- 
[)()S(‘d faulthvss verses at Eton; and perhaps the royal style, 


‘.l)Tlic Duke of Nc\vca.stlo’s and ham Ministry, 17G5-0. (o) Lord Chat- 

Mr. Pitt's Ministry, l7r)7-<)2. (S) T.ord ham’s, 17G0-7. (»}) The Duke of Graf- 

Ihito’s, I7i)‘2-d. (d) The Groiivillo Mi- ton’s, l7G7-7(). 
iiistry, 1715:). 5. (4) The first Rocking- 
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rough and tumbling as it usually is, is not more unpalatable 
than the epistolary bombast of Lord Chatham, whom, were wo 
to judge of him by his correspondence alone, wo can hardly fail 
to tax with affectation, if not insincerity. There is, in spite of 
their defects, no small amount of self-portraiture in these letters ; 
and this, except by ceremonious readers of them, will scarcely 
be thought to lessen their value.“ They put before us a blunt, 
busy, positive, shrewd, but not very sagacious man ; one well 
acquaintiid with public business — better versed in it indeed than 
many of his advisers ; a restless inquisitive man,^ who chose 
to know how mathn-s were being managed, and was not averse 
jrom interfering with them, though perchance they might have 
go»e on better had he let alone the well or the ill in them. 
George III. loved not unprofitable servants either in his closet 
or his council-chamber. He bestirred himself, rising early, and, 
when work was to be done, sitting up late ; and he looked that 
those about him should also bestir themselves, whether their func- 
tions were ceremonial or official, for show or for use. Puiudual, 
even minute in his mode of transacting business, as his fashion 
of dating his letters shows, he expected the same virtues in all 
who served him. lie was a good hater, such as Dr. Johnson 
loved, and yet a kind and considerate master when he respected 
or liked his servants. The Chatham Correspondence proves him 
to have been most indulgent to a really great Minister, but also 
a most wayward and provoking one, and especially to one of 
regular habits like the King. His correspondence with Ijord 
North displays him in the light of a warm, an anxious, and a 
tliouglitM frimcL Lord Norths health, comfort, convenience, 


" stylo ill writing was not 

“ always stpctly© grammatical, but 
“ always earnest, pljiiu, and to the 
‘‘ point.” — Lord Mahon, iv. p. 207. If 
by “ plain ” the noble liistorian means 
[lei’spicuous, I cannot, and I do not 
tliink that the readers of these Letters 
will “ always ” agree with him. For 
some just remarks on the spelling of 
the last century, sec * Caldwell Papers/ 


I part 2, vol. i. p. 115. Lord Lute wrote 
I “ wee ” for “ we ; ” Lord Chatham “ a^Z- 
ressed;” and Thomas Pitt ^^effec- 
tna/y;” and comp. ‘ Edin. Review,’ 
Oct. 1844, p. 5:17. 

George III.’s iiiquisitiveiiess is pa- 
nuled by Peter Pindar and the cari- 
j catnrists of his day, and cannot be con- 
I coaled even by courtly historians of the 
timi, or since. 
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and personal interests are continually^ the sul)jc‘et of the royal 
letters; and it is much to bo ro<][retted that we have not the 
replies — they cannot fnil to have been cordial — of the kind- 
hearted find iinporturbfibly p;ood-humou]*cd Minister. 

For a general description of the contents of the following 
letters I cannot do better than transcribe the following passage 
from liord Urougham’s Sketch of George ITL“ 

“ The correspond enc(Mvhich he carried on with his confidential 
“ sei’vants during the ten most critical years of his life proves 
that his attention was ever awake to all the occiiri-ences of 
the Government. Not a step was taken in foreign, colonial, 
“ or domestic affairs that he did not form his opinion upon it 
“ and exercise Ins influence over it. The instrindions to am- 
bassadors, the orders to governors, the movement of forces, 
“ down to the marching of a single battalion in the districts of 
“ this country, the appointment to all offices in Church and State, 
“ not only the giving away of judgeships, bishoprics, regiments, 
but the subordinate promotions, lay and clerical. All these 
‘‘ form the topics of his letters ; on all his opinion is pronounced 
‘‘ decisively ; on all his will is declared peremptorily. In one 
“ letter he decides the appointment of a Scotch puisne judge ; 

in another the march of a troop from Buckinghamshire into 
“ Yorkshire ; in a tliird the nomination to the deanery of Wor- 
“ coster ; in a fourth he says that, ‘ if Adam the architect succeeds 
Worsley at the Board of Works, he shall think Chambers ill 
used/*' To this comprehensive list of topics” I add that the 
King insisted upon university professorships not being looked 
upon as sinecures ; upon all persons holding or expecting favours 
Svom him voting in Barliament as he tliouglit mc6t ; that ho con- 
fides to Lord Nortli liis family troubles and private affairs; 
admits now and then that his purse is low, and makds no secret 
of liis likes and dislikes to parties or members of tliem, and 
occasionally, rarely indeed, affords ns a glimjjso of his own life 


‘lliaturical Sketches of British Statesmen/ vol. i. p. 13, ed. 1858. 
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and habits. With those ' letters before us it is needless to add 
that tlie King >vas among the most active men in his realm. 
Tt is dillieult to eonccdve either Philip II. or Louis XIV. to have 
been more assiduous in their closets or more anxiously employed 
in public business ; and although it might have been no worse 
if (leorge III. had written fewer letters himself, and had allowed 
his official advisers more liberty of action, yet I think there can 
be no doubt that he acted from conscientious motives, and 
laboured to fulfil what ho believed to be his royal vocation.® 

Ilis “ royal vocation,” — in his conception of its sc02)e, duti(\s, 
and obligations, lay an unfortunate if not a fatal mistake, which 
struck deep roots into his character, and yielded an abundant crop 
of cares and calamities to himself, his Slinishirs, and his people 
for many years. It was a mistake that perhaps did not originate 
in himself, but was sown and fostered in him by an imjxufect 
and indeed a vicious education, but which met with a kindly 
soil in a limited understanding and an obstinate disposition. 
For the source and the growth of this misconception of his royal 
duties it* will be necessary to revert to his early years and to 
circumstances preceding or following his accession to the 
throne. 

Considering his position, all that is recorded of him while still 
under tutors and governors is singularly^ devoid of the pre- 
mature adulation which has so often perverted the minds of 


^ To the exalted duties of his 
“ station ho devoted himself with 
‘‘ conscientious and constant atten- 
tion. Tho more the private papers 
“ of his rei|;n come to li|j;ht the more 
“ it will appeal' h.)W closely, during 
“ fifty years, he su])erinteii(lcd all 
“ tho movements of the political ma- 
rhino/' — Lyrd gallon, iv. p, 'J07. 
IV'heu, however, we are told by tho 
same writer that, “at all times and 
“ under all vicissitudes .... ho wiis 
“ most truly and emphatically an 
“ lionest man,” it is necessary to in- 
quire whether ho were not “ iudiflereut 
“ honest as this world j;oes.” Without 
endorsing the constant accusations of 


duplicity brought against him by speak- 
ers or writers of tho Whig party, we 
may fairly Jisk whether a perfectly honest 
statesman, and George III. was states- 
man as well as king, were possible at 
the time. Many things which would 
now bo Jiccounted scandalous were 
thou regarded as venial in public men 
I and we nnisb not weigh tho latter half 
:if tho 18th century in the scales of tho 
19tli, when forming our opinion of par- 
liaments, nations, ministers, or sove- 
reigns. There is still a wide chasm 
between politics and morals, but the 
gulf was far broader in 17G0 — and for 
sixty years more at least. 
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heirs to empire. While yet in the liursery he is said to have 
been “ the hoiiestest and best eliild tliat ever lived.” In 1752, 
when he was in his fifteenth year, liis mother described him as 
“ very honest but cliildish for Ids age.”® One of his governors, 
Earl Waldegrave,^’ who liad both opportunity and ability for 
judging, formed a less fiivourable opinion of his puidl’s dis- 
position. ‘‘ His parts, though not excellent, will be found very 
“ tolerable, if ever they are properly exercised. He is strictly 
“ honest, but wants that frank and open behaviour which inalces 
honesty apponr amiable. His religion is free from all hypocrisy, 
“ but is not of the most cljaritablo sort ; he has rather too much 
“ attention to the sins of his neighbour. He has spirit, but not 
of the active kind, and does not want resolution, but [it] is 
*• mixed with too much obstinacy. Ho has great eominand of 
his passions, and will seldom do wrong, except when he mis- 
“ takes wrong for right ; but as often as this shall happen, it 
will bo difficult to undeceive 1dm, because he is uncommonly 

“ indolent and has strong prejudices.” 

“ He has a kind of imhai)piness in his temper, which*, if it be 
“ not coiKiuored before it has taken too deep a root, will bo the 
“ source of frequent anxiety. Whenever he is displeased, his 
anger does not break out with heat and violence, but he 
“ becoiiK^s sullen ai^ silent, and retires to his closet, not to 
compose his mind by study and contemplation, but merely 
to indulge the melancholy enjoyment of his own ill-humour. 
“ Even when the fit is ended, unfavourable symptoms too fre- 
‘‘ quently return, which indicate that on certain occasions his 
“ Uoyal Highness has too correct a memory.”® In another 
passage Lord Waldegravo speaks of the conipaiiy kept by the 

» See Dodiugton’s ‘ Diary/ p. 170, “ was very honest, but she wished lie 

October 15, 1752. “I then took the “ was a little more forward and loss 
“ liberty to ask her [the Princess “ (ihildish at his age.” 

“ Dowager of W'ales] what slie thought ^ He succeeded Lord Harcourt as 
“ the real disposition of the Prince to Governor to the Prince of Wales. 

“be? She said, that I know him ® Mcmoii’S, from 1754 to 1758, p. 8, 

“ almost as well as she did : that ho foil. 
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young Prince : “ I found his Itoyal Higliness uncommonly full of 
‘‘ ])rincely prejudices contracted in the nursery and improved by 
“ tlio society of bedchamber-women and pages of tlio back 
“ stairs.” 

Assuredly tliis was ‘^worshipful society” for an hcir-aiiparent ; 
and we can hardly imagine that his royal brothers and sisters 
were better cared for tlian liimself. From one defect, among those 
noted by Earl Waldegrave, Ceorge III. was, after lie became 
King, quite excinjit — lie could not bo taxed with indolence. 

At the time of liis father’s decease (March 20, 1751) Prince 
George was too young to have imbibed from him the seeds of 
^}ithcr folly or vice ; and since mention of Frederick Lewis is 
imulo only once in the following letters, it is unnecessary to 
allude to his filial conduct or his })olitical intrigues. The educa- 
tion of the future King was managed principally by his mother. 
Of this Princess the accounts are so inconsistent with one 
another that it is scarcely possible to decide whether she were 
discreet ^or imprudent, generous or selfish, content with ruling 
her own household or ambitious of dabbling in State affairs.*'^ 
'Jlunr eldest appears not to have been at first the favourite son 
of’ either parent. Their aff(3ctions centered in his next brother, 
Eilward,’’ afterwards Duke of York. But after her husband’s 


Comp. Horace Walpole, ‘iliat. of I 
the First Ten Years of George III.,’ | 
vol. i. cli. ‘2, with Bishop Newton’s 
‘ Life,’ p. mo (vol. i. of ‘ W’orks’) and 
Gibbon’s Letter to Holroyd, Feb. l:>, 
1772. Newton owed to the Princess’s 
inllnence with her son the deanery of 
»St. Paul’s and the bishopric of Bristol ; 
lie may therefore ^lavc been to Iier 
faults a little blind ; bnt the historian 
ha<l no apparent motive for j)ancgyric. 
The evil reiJutc*of Leicester lion.se 
clung to her ; and after the death of 
Frederick, in March ITfil, she became 
tlie object of political and public 
odium, sharing, and in sonic measure 
contributing to, the unpopularity of 
the Karl of Bute. Yet in these days 
it will be hardly credible that even 
the painful malady of which she died 
was made a topic of factious exulta- 
tion. — See Woodfall’s ‘.Junius,’ vol. i. 


I p. 241, cd. 1822. Only a year before 
I her death Alderman Townshend in- 
veighed against her in the House of 
Commons, denouncing the Princess 
as the cause of the calamities that 
“have befallen us and among the mis- 
ccllaiK'ous letters ascribed to Junius, 
one recommends, or broadly hints at, 
an impeacliment ! — a suggestion not 
lost upon such politicians ;is inscribe 
their opinions on walls. It is re- 
markable that Lord North, in his 
reply to Townshend, while he denied 
her influence in public affairs, said 
not a word in her praise. — See Caven- 
dish ‘Debates,’ vol. ii. p. 447-9. His 
silence on such an occasion did not 
escape .Junius. — See Letter signed 
‘A Whig,’ April 9, 1771. 

Prince Edward was also tlio 
King’s favourite brotlier. 
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death the interests, if not the love of the Priiiecss, veered round 
to the heir of the throne. Through him slie may have hoped to 
retiiin what she had lost by widowhood — the station and in- 
fluence of a Queen of England. Her mother-in-law, Caroline of 
Anspach, had guided for his own good a murmuring but really 
obsequious husband, who consulted her in all matters, from the 
choice of a Minister to that of a mistress ; and might not she, a 
mother, even yet more lawfully mould the ductile disposition of 
a lad? Him she trained in strict obedience to her will; kept 
him -secluded at an age when less exalted youth were free to 
indulge in the perilous licence of the time ; chose, with occa- 
sional interference on the part of the King or the Parliament, his» 
governors and tutors; and finally influenced him in the choice 
of a wife — a matter in which sons are not always disposed to 
respect maternal authority. 

Apparently the Princess was not happy in the selection of 
tutors for her son.^ She did not think well even of those she 
appointed. ‘‘ lliey teacdi him but little,” slie was woi\t to say, 

and that little ill.” Of the badness of his education there can 
be no doubt: George III. himself, when appointing instructors 
for his own sons, admittcnl and deplored its defects. Yet it* is 
not easy to see, on examining the list of tutors, how she could 
liavo chosen more ^visely. Among them were two bishops, 
necessarily men of sound learning anti religious j^rinciples ; two 
Earls, Harcourt and Waldegrave, experienced in this world’s 
business ; and two laymen, Sir. Scott and Mr. Stone, who held the 
cliaracter of respectable scholars and mathematicians. Of pro- 


* For tlie Prince's tutors and gover- 
nors see Adolphus’s ' History of Eng- 
land/ vol. i. p. ‘J, foil. The bishops 
were, firfc,!:, I lay ter of Norwich ; next, 
Or. John Thomas, of I’oterborough. 
Among the lessons inculcated upon 
the younger children by the lay and 
cleric^d preceptors w.as, according to 
Lord Melconibe — see Dodington’s 
M)iary,’ p. ITA, 217, and almost 
neglect of the heir-apparent 
“ iUid his mother.’’ “ The mother and 


the nursery always prevailed ” over the 
tutors. Waldegrave* ^ Memoirs,’ p. 10. 

The education of the Prince of 
Wales, so far as related to the sup- 
posed Jacobitical leanings of bis 
tutoi's, of Mr. Stone in particular, 
was brought before the Piivy Council 
and the House of Lords; but only 
three peers and one bishop offered to 
divide with tlie Duke of Bedford, 
who moved for an inquiry (Doding- 
ton's * Diary,’ p. 229,. 
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fii*ieiicy in elegant or severe studies, of the discipline which 
improvers the taste or strengtliens the understanding, tliere is no 
trace in the letters, the pursuits, or the reported conversation of 
George III. JMr. Scott and Mr. Stone may therefore have failed 
to impart, or their pupil been unable to imbibe, instructions in 
literature or science; but on the bishops no blame can rest, 
for a more orthodox monarch than George III. has never sat on 
a throne.’ The Jlead of the Church of England was imbued 
with a holy horror of Dissenters, of Koman Catholics, of freedom 
of thought, and of every attempt to relax tlie bonds of Tests or 
Articles of Faiili. But beyond their sacred limits neither of the 
J^ishops })robably cared or was able to impart the knowledge 
proper for a king to receive. Dr. ITarcourt indeed urged Tucker, 
Dean of Gloucester — the shrewd and even bold speculator who 
wi’ote under the name of Abraham Searcli — to compose for the 
Prince’s use a ‘ Treatise on National Commerce and no man 
at the time was bt^lter or probably so well fitted for the task. 
But as the treatise was never written,*' the Prince remained to the 
end of his days as unenlightened on this important subject as his 
Chancellors of the Exchequer. The opportunity then lost might 
havi3 beem retriev'cd in hib^r lifij, since the King might have 
studied the ‘ Wealth of Nations,' or profited by the ecojiomical 
science of Burke. But Adam Smith was a firkuid of the profane, 
ami Burke was the oracle of the Itockingham Whigs; and the 
names of Ilume and of AVhig were ever unmusical in the royal 
ears.’* 

^J^hero was, however, at Carlton House — the residence of the 
Princess Dowager of Wales and her young family — a ]\lentor 


® See preface tf* Tucker’s * Four 
Tracts,’ p. ix., for tJie reasons that led 
him to declin(3 the task. 

Lord Broughain (• Sketches,’ &c., 
p. 11, c(L 1858) blames the Prince.ss 
tor the iicj^lect of her eldest sou’s 
education: “His mother, the Dowager 
“ rrincess, was a woman of neither 
“ know ledge, accomplishments, nor 
“abilities; and she coiilide<l liis edii- 
“ cation to her friend Lord Bute. 


“ Tlie want of instruction of which 
“ (leorgo 111. could complain must 
“ have been gi-oat indeed ; for if any 
“ man was little liktdy to overrate the 
“ value of superlliious or extensive 
“ inform.ation, it was he. Yet a wit- 
“ ness above all suspicion, Sir Herbert 
“ Taylor, has recorded that ho lamented, 
while he admitted, his W'ant of edu- 
“ cation. Can there be a niore shame- 
“ ful thing related V* 
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who is supposed to have exercised almost paternal influence in 
the training of the yoimg Telemachus. I write “supposed,” 
since of Jolin Stuart, Earl of Bute, nearly all that is transmitted 
to us rests on 8ii2)po8ition, According to the statements of his 
kindred and friends and his own reiterated professions, this 
nobleman was all for the life contemjflative : duty to the master 
to whom lie had been a kind of guardian im2)elled him to breast 
the waves of political controversy, and even to expose liimsclf 
to the fury of the rabble. But his lieart was ever with his 
treasure — liis parks, liis farms, liis gardens, liis pictures, and his 
]ibi*ary. In tJiese professions lie may liave been more sincere 
than Bolingbroke ; indeed he can hardly have been less so, fijr 
the “ all-aceomplisht St. John” was soon wc^ary of liaymaMng,*'^ 
whereas Bute liad scarcely sijiped the bitter waters of public life 
wlum lie abandoned it for ever. But if, on the other hand, we 
Imid ear to common flime or tlie Whigs, the Scotch Earl was the 
Pallas or Narcissus of the English Court; the Crowns evil 
gomus ; an avchimage of mischief in the Cabinet long after ho 
had quitted it ; an invisible power bcdiind the throne with whom 
no Ministm* could cope ; one upon whose goings-out and whose 
comings-in it. was win-th while to set spies ; one wlio a hnndred 
years earlier would have flt‘d with Finch and Wiiidebank, tlirft 
he might c'seape the block of Strafford. Nor even with the 
Tories, at least beyond the circle of the Bedcliambor, does Bute 
appear to have been popular. Ife had indeed demo good service 
in assisting tlumi to break np the Whig iilialanx ; but no sooner 
(lid tlu‘ royal countenances change, or ap])ear to liave chiViigeul 
towards him, than the Tories also turned their backs upon him/’ 


" Soo I’opo’H letter to Swift. June ‘JS, 
17l\S; and for Lord Lute consult tlio 
^(’indwell Pjijhm’s/ vol. ii. p. 19‘J. 

‘‘ TJiat the spirit of the lavonritc 
liad some apparent mfluonee on every 
^Mdininistration and every act of 
Ministers preserved an appearance I 
of duration as long as they sidunitled i 
to that influence,’* as Junius. Lord 
Chalhain, and others were constantly . 
asserting or insinuating, will probably | 


liuvc little weighs at the present day, 
; except with persons who confound 
I rninonrs with truths, or delight in 
I rc-uiintiiig the old coinage of parties, 
j It was never more than a grave suspi' 
cion at any time, and it was met by 
dcni.ds as strong as the assertions of it. 
(Jeneral Conway, while Secretary of 
State, denied that he ‘^had ever seen, 
“ felt, or discovered ” any such influence. 
Lord Mountstuart, the Jilarl’s son, was 
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.\s the name of Lord Bute does not occur in tlie correspond- 
, ice with Lord* North, we are concerned with him so far only 
as lie may have given to his pupil’s mind a right or a wrong 
direction. And this is not an unimportant question, since 
(Icorge III. was remarkably tenacious of early prejudices and 
impressions. That for a time the Earl exercised a powerful in- 
fluence on his sovereign, that the latter at the commencement 
of his reign leaned upon the Earl as upon a staff, there seems no 
reason to doubt ; and in some respects he may not have been a 
bad adviser for a youthful Prince. He is said to have laid before 
his pupil the most interesting jxn-tions of ‘ J hackstone’s Com- 
inentaries’ while yet in manuscript. Yet if the historian*' who 
recofds the fact be correct in saying that the Prince derived 
“ from Lord Bute’s lips his princijial knowledge of the British 
“ Constitution,” the medium through which such knowledge was 
convoyed may have diminished the value of the lesson,. and 
perhaps also have afforded an indifferent kind of commentary 
on Blackstono. In tlio fine arts and in classical litoratuvo 
Lord Bute may have been a more compotemt guide than lie was 


.■vutli(»ristMl to tleiiy the cliaixc. Id .a 
K tti r written in Oct(jl)or, I77S, lie Kay.s 
tliiit l.ord IJuti! “ (loos ilicMvforo juitlio- ; 
“ riso 1110 to «ay, tliiii h(i doclarcs upon j 
“ liis .solnnn word of lioiiour, tliat lie 
“ not had the honour of waiting 
“ on liis Majesty l.mt at his levoc or 
“ drawing-room; nor has he presumed 
“ t<i olfer any advice or opinion con- 
“ earning the disposition of olfices or 
‘‘ the conduct of measures, eitlier di- 
“ reetly or indirectly, hy liimself or any 
“ other, from tlie tiim? when the late 
“ Duke of Cuml)erla\id was consulted 
“ on the arrangeiiKMit of a ministry in 
“ 17t].:» t.» the present hour.” Sec Lord 
M.ihon, vol. V. p, ‘J.'»7 ^ vol. vi. p. 212-:> ; 
and Chatham C<»iTo.spond. vol. iii, p. 

Mr. Hugh('.s, ‘ lli.st. of England,’ 
vol. i. p. Ill, ivmarks C'at — “The 
“ cliaracter of (jeorge tln^ Third was 
“not hu'ined to chei i>h favouritism . 

“ or to endure domination of any 
“kind.” Had he written ** personal 
“ favouritism ’ his assertion would be ! 
more correct than it is. The King, as 


the follow ing letters show, was deeply 
attaclicd to J.ord North, w'as glad to 
gain for his servants the good Earl of 
Dartmouth, at^d the powerful, unscru- 
pulous Thurlow'. lie favoured the 
I Tories, but not any individual inem- 
j bi^-r of the jiarty. Moreover, Lord 
1 Lute wanted the courage and obsti- 
i naey wliieb his Maje.sty pos.sessed him- 
i self and demanded in others. A very 
' brief cx]>erience of the dangers of 
' high place drove thci Earl from the 
I helm, nor did h(% like tlio Duke of 
! (jlraft(m, repent abandoning, almost a.s 
I soon as he had dropped it It was 
I not so w’ith the King’s dislikes; these 
I he individualised. He would rather 
i see the devil in his closet than (leorge 
■ Grenville ; termed Lord (Chatham a 
> trumi>ct of sedition; and when coin- 
' polled to admit the llockingham Whigs 
a second time into the Cabinet, W'ould 
not grant their leader an interview 
until he w’cnl to kiss hands for the 
Seals. 

« Adolidms, ‘ Hist, of England,’ Geo. 
111., vol. i. j). 12. 


VOL. T. 
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in constitutional law. IIo had some tincture of elegant learn- 
ing, and taste enough to make an excel] (Uit collection of 
pictures. His i>rcccpts and example may have stimulated the 
King to form a noble library, to be a liberal patron of art, and 
the founder of the Koyal Academy. His Majesty preferred, 
indeed, West and Itamsay to Iveynolds^ and Gainsborough, and 
honestly avowed that Shakespeare was not to his taste. But 
ho was not so unaccpiainted with the contents of his library as 
many collectors of books are ; and his memorable interview 
with Samuel Johnson at the Queen’s House jDroves him to have 
been not unversed in the best literature of the day.*’ 

Ho came to the throne at a moment of almost unexampled 
glory for Great Britain. Never since the time of Elizabeth, 
Cromwell, or Marlborough, had she presented so proud a front 
to Europe. France was humbled ; Spain was awed. She had 


• Even this is disputed, though some 
historians take the Earl’s literary tastes 
for granted. Lord Waldegrave says, 

* Memoirs,’ p. 38, “ Bute had a good 
“ person, fine legs, and a theatrical air 
“ of the greatest iniportance. Not con- 
“ tented with being wise, he would he 
“ thought a polite schohir, and a man 
“ of great erudition, but has the mis- 
fQi’tune never to succeed except with 
those who are exceeding ignorant; 
for his historical knowledge is chiefly 
“ taken from tragedies, wherein he is 
“ very deeply read, and his classical 
learning extends no further than a 
French translation.” 

^ The King’s coolness to Reynolds 
may have arisen from political pique. 
The first Tresident of the Royal Aca- 
demy was not only a friend of Burke, 
of Kcppel, and other disaffected j^er- 
sons, but portrayed also the Royal 
brothers of Gloucester and Cumberland, 
and their duchesses, while under the 
cloud of royal displeasure. In addition 
to these crimes he visited and comforted 
John Wilkes, at the time when Wilkes 
was sovereign of London and Middle- 
sex, and George III. only of Britain and 
Westminster. See Taylor’s ‘ Life of Sir 
Joshua Reynolds.’ 

c “In this year (17()2^thc King, who 
“ was always anxious for the advance 
of morals, literature, and the fine arts, j 


“ granted a pension of 300?. to Dr. Jolm- 
i “ son, avowedly on the score of his able 
j “ exertions in the cause qf religion and 
j “ morality ; one also of 200?. was con- 
“ ferred on Slieiidan, father of the cele- 
“ brated orator, for tlie purpose of 
“ enabling him to continue his labours 
“ in the imi)roveinent of the English 
“ language: at the same time he gave* 
“great encouragement to the Society 
“ for the Preservation and Performance 
“ of Ancient Music ; and declared also 
“ his intentions of chartering a Royal 
“ Academy of Painting ; an institution 
“ which had long been contemi)latcd, 

“ though checked in its progress by the 
“ jealousy of rival artists, llis Majesty 
“ also formed a magnificent collection 
“ of drawings and prints, by means of 
“ extensive purchases in Italy. The 
“ museum of Mf. Smith, at Venice, con- 
“ sisting of his library, prints, drawings, 

“ designs, and antiquities, was bought 
“ for this purpoae ; and the capital col- 
“ lection of Cardinal Albani, at Rome, 

“ was procured at the expense of 14,(J0() 

“ crowns.”— •Hughes’s ‘ Hist, of Eng- 
land, vol. i. p. 213. These acquisi- 
tions are the foundations of the trea- 
sures of tlie print-room in Wintlsor 
Castle. I or a proof that the King read 
books recently published, see ‘ Anec- 
dotes of the Life of Bp. Watson,’ vol, i. 
p. 108, 8vo. ed 
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stood beside Prussia as a staiicli ally. She had trininxdied iu 
tlie India of the Old AVorld, and the India of the New; on the 
American mainland, in the American islands, in the Atlantm 
and Pacific oceans. ^J'he names of Clive and Wolfe were second 
to none of that day as captains ; the name of l^itt was higher 
tlian that of any living orator or statesman. (h*(‘at deeds aiul 
vast acquisitions had marked the last four years of (h^orge II. ’s 
r(‘ign, and his grandson at the age of twenty-two slopped at 
once from his willing or enforced seclusion at Carlton House 
into this great and s])l(‘ndid inheritance. 

A new monar(‘h, provided he has not soiled his popularity by 
acting as Pegemt, or by indiscToot and indecent intrigues against 
his predecessor, may fairly reckon upon being hailed with joy 
by his subj(>ets ; and a youthful monarch need not usually dis- 
tiMist the enthusiasm with which he is greeted. For the uni- 
versal satisfaction with which George III. was received there 
wer(' many concurrent reasons. Not merely w^as he in the 
prime of youth, but, considering his station, he was compara- 
tiv(dy unluiowm. The unj)opularity of his mother and the Earl 
of Biit(3 does not appear to have extended to him, or, if it did, 
it was accompanied by sentiments of pity for his subjection 
and seclusion, and of pleasure at his deliverance. Put his 
advantages w^erc not negative only. A young prince succeeded 
to an (dderly, and not very gracious or popular king. The 
grandsire and grandson had been on decent but not very cordial 
terms with each other, and it might seem not an unreasonable 
hope that the present oc(*upant of the throne would avoid the 
ei’rors, and remove the scandals, committed or countenanced by 
the late one. Each of the parties also which divided the political 
world had its respective expectations. The Whigs, who had 
broken to their yoke the stout old Hettingen lion, might fairly 
look for a docile pupil in his young, shy, and inexperienced heir ; 
the Tories, who twice already had acquiesced in sovereigns born 
and educated abroad, might as lairly expeed some change in 
their favour from a prijic(‘ born and bred in Ihigland; nor was 
a voice raised by the Ja(M;)bitcs against one wiiom they hardly 
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considered a nsiii-per. The passions of tlie last generation Avere 
cooling down; the memory of the ’\5 was recent; and the 
adherents of the House of Stuart were humbled and perhaps 
taught by adversity. They could not deny tluit Britain had 
flourished under her iranoverian Kings ; that she stood higlier 
yi the estimation of EurojAe than she had ever done under her 
lawful sovei’eigns; and reason, if not loyalty, whispered that 
what Atterbiiry and Bolingbroke had failed to effect, could not 
be achieved by leaders possessing neither their genius nor their 
zeal, much less their partisans or their opportunities. 

Of nothing are Englishmen more justly proud than of their 
native language ; great, therefore, was their delight in having 
once more a King who addressed them in it. Of the first «two 
raonarchs of tlie Ilouse of Brunswick, the earlier could not 
speak two words of English intelligibly ; ^ and the later spoke 
it with the accent of a German trooper. Again, to each of 
these princes Hanover was far dearer than Britain, and of 
nothing are Englishmen more constitutionally jealous than of 
foreign predilections or influence. At Kcav and St. James’s 
they were always counting the hour for their visit to Horren- 
hausen. In defence of their darling Electorate they forced 
their kingdom into wars which did not often concern and always 
impoverished it, and Englishmen had grounds for complaining 
that a land, which its native rulers had made conspicuous in 
peace and formidable in war, Avas treated by its adopted rulers 
as an appanage to a third-rate German state. But every [)re- 
text for such inurunirs expired with George II, His successor 


“In 171.5 Leslie writes of George 
— “He is a stranger to you, and 
“ altogether ignorant of your lan- 
“ guage, your laws, customs, and con- 
“ stitution.” — (Somers’ ‘Tmets,’ vol. 
xiii. p. 70;3.) That he talked Latin 
with Sir Robert Walpole, because the 
one could not speak English, nor the 
other French, rests on the authority ^ 
of Horace Walpole; but Mr. Hallain ! 
(Const. Hist. vol. ii. p. 438, 4th ed.) 1 
believes that the fact of fins Latin 
“ intercourse may be proved on other . 
“ authority ” (comp. Coxe’s * Memoirs : 


of Sir R. WalpoK),’ vol. i. p. 290, and 
Lord Orford’s Works, vol. iv. p. 47(5). 
For George II.’s knowledge of foreign 
politics and his f^rudence in conlijiing 
himself to them, see Waldegrave’a 
Mem. p. 6. A sentence in the passage 
refeiTed to, written in 1757, might 
have been profitably meditated u])on 
by his grandson : “ Had George II. 
“ been as firm and undaunted in the 
closet as he showed himself at Onde- 
“ narde and Dettingen, he miglit not 
“ have proved quite so good a king in 
“ this limited monarchy.” 
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li;ul never set foot out of liis native island; liis heart was not 
on the l)anks of the Loino while ho himself was constrained to 
dwell on the banks of the Thames. 

Among the reasons assigned by the Princess of Wales for 
seeliiding her son in Carlton House, one was the dissolute 
character of the young nobility of the time. Her wise pre- 
cautions indeed do not appear to have extended beyond her 
eldest son ; but in his case, combined with his own good dis- 
positions and sincere piety, they were effectual. We at the 
present day, whatever may be our substantial virtues, are un- 
doubtedly more decorous and refined than our forefathers were. 
JJrime Ministers are not now seen handing Nancy Parsons 
into* her carriage, and gentlemen are seldom tipsy when they 
leave the dinner-room. It would be unjust to the memory of 
George III, and his Queen to deny or undervalue the share 
they had in improving social decency, by setting a wholesome 
and indeed a bright example of domestic life. A far different 
spectacle Jiad been exhibited at the courts of their immediate 
predecessors. It is unnecessary for an annotator upon these 
Letters to dwell upon the contrast; for are not the acts and 
wiijys of the first two Georges written in the chronicles of Wal- 
pole, John Lord Hervoy, and other works relating to the period? 
I notice the transition merely to mark an Important element 
in the character and career of George III. The example ho 
set in his private life was not without its results on his public 
position. Idle knowledge possessed by his peoj)le of Jiis personal 
worth sustained him in their favour in many moments of political 
trial At the time ho was writing those Letters to Lord North 
he was not a popular sovereign. It was understood that he 
favoured, if ho did not dictate, the measures of government, and 
those measures were Avith few exceptions unhappy. He was at 
variance with his own capital; he stubbornly resisted every 
attem2)t to conciliate America ; he had descended from his 
position as head of a kingdom, to the low and precarious level 
of the head of a party. Had he, like his predecessors, paraded 
in the public eye a Duchess of Ivendal or a Countess de Wal- 
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modeii, his political errors would not have been so readily con- 
doned. But a virtuous and decent prince on the throne- was a 
novelty to the English, people, and they weighed the goodness 
of l\is heart against the mistakes of a narrow intellect and 
im\\appy prejudices. 

Birth, youth, and .English his native language — it is scarcedy 
])ossiblc at the present moment to realise the extent of such 
advantages, even when we recall the llu^t tliat of the successors 
of .lames II. three were foreigners, and also tliat they were 
tolerated as political necessities more than respected or beloved 
by tlioiv snbjacts. But tlioso wero not ibo now Kijig’s only 
roconimejidations. If not Jiandsoine, he was 001110!)% healthy, 
and active. Ilis figure was manly ; his habits were teinpoihte ; 
and he performed the ceremonies and courtesies incident to his 
station from the first with dignity, and after a time with ease. 

II is pursuits and tastes chimed in with those of the bulk of his 
subjects, lie rode well ; ho rose and dined early; he was fond 
of farming*** and manly sports. Not only did ho go regularly to 
church, ^ but he was patient of long sermons, in which respect 


“ Amoiif? the contributors to Artlnir 
Young’s ‘ Annuls of Agriculture/ ooiu- 
inenced in 1784, was one Mr. Ralph 
Robinson, of Windsor, “who sent him 
an account of the processes and crops 
on a farm at Rctershani. Mr. R. Robin- 
son was Ceorge tlie 'J’hird, The early 
rising and early dining of the King were 
aj)plaudcd at the time by his subjects. 
For, be it a virtue or not, early hours 
have always found favour, in theory at 
least, among good peoj)lo in Uritain. 
Rope, contrasting the manners of hia 
own times with those of former days, 
sayvs — T’raiislations of iloracc, book ii. 
epist. 1, V. 101 : — 

“ riniL' was a soln r iMinlislimaii wouUl knock 
His servants up ami rise by live u clock. ’ 

And Blsho]) Watson (^Anecdotes of 
his Life,’ vol. i p. 8;») deplores an evil 
custom recently introduced at Cam- 
bi’idgo of “ dining later tlinii I'J oVloek ! ” 
Jle iimeh fears that dinner at three in 
tile afleriioon “ will destroy our supe- 
rim’ity over Oxford.” Yet Richanl of 
Lliiiidalf was not in his early days an 


“ Arcesilas ” or “ icrumnosus Solon, ” by 
his own accoiuit, for at p. 17 of the 
same hook he Bjieaks of his habits of 
“ returning to his rooms at one or two 
** iu the morning, after spending a jolly 
“ evening.” For a graphic description of 
(Jeorge the Third’s domestic habits, seo 
Charles Knight’s ‘ Passages in the Life 
of a AVorking IMan,’ vol. i, 

^ The King’s “ genuine piety ” is ac- 
knowledged by writers the most ad- 
verse to him. In religious decorum 
he presented a favourable contrast to 
his grand father. ** “When George the 
“ Hceond had to receive the Holy 
“ Eucharist, his main anxiety seems 
“ to have been that the sermon on 
“ that day might ho a short one, since 
“ otherwise he was, to use his own 
words, ‘ ill danger of falling asleep 
“ ainl catching cold.’ "' — Lord Mahon, 
IJist. V. ]>. hi. Tlie courtly Bishop 
Newton tolls us (Works, i. ji. 7<), eel. 
l7iS7), that he had always taken care in 
his Bcrmons at Court to come within 
the compass of twenty minutes ; but 
after a hint as to brevity “ on the 
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again he diflbred widely from his grandfather. His greetings 
were hearty ; ho laughed loudly ; he gossipped freely among his 
neighbours and tenants at Windsor and Kew; lie enjoyed a 
play as mucli as if he could but seldom afford to go to ore; 
well skilled in music, lie would call in public for such patriotic 
tunes as ‘Kulo Eritannia’ and ‘Eritons Strike Home.’ Once 
again England rcijoiced in having a good-humoured King, pos- 
sessing some of the popular qualities, but without any of the 
alloying vices, of Charles IT. The reward of long sutferiug 
had come at last. The dread of a Popish sovereign, the re- 
membrance of England’s humiliation under jiensioiiaries of 
Franco, of Jesuits in the closet, ot' bishops in the Tower, of 
judgl^s corrupt as Eli’s sons, of the Bloody Assize, of sons and 
daughters sold to the plantations, had forced the English people 
to put up with kings whom it was scarcely possible to rcs])oct, 
although it was prudent to retain. On the 2oth of October, 
17(J0, this country wus at length fully reconciled to Hanoverian 
sovereigns. 

A travelled’, who visited England five years after George HE 
came to the throne, describes the pleasure aflbrded by a king 
pronouncing English with a native a(U‘ent.'‘ His first speech to 
rarliament })roclaimed the advantages of his birth and breediiig 
in the jiiemorable w^ords: “Eorn and educated in this country, 

‘‘ I glory in the name of Eriton.” ^ 11ie words were such as 


“ groat festivals of the Church, lie 
“ U'lvor exceeded fifteen, so that the 
“ King .sometimes Haid to tlie Clerk 
*• of the Clo.set, ‘ A good slfort scr- 
‘‘ moll/ ( 

Ceorge lll.’s feeling.s on the subject 
of. })i-o:ioliii]g before Uoyalty were 
highly eomiiiendab|^\ Very soon 
alter his aece.ssioii, Dr. Thoma.s Wilson 
tbiiiight pr.)p(jr to address his Mujesty 
from the pulpit in a fulsome sf.ain of 
adulation. Instead of thanks, the 
revn-cMid orator received a serioirs 
ividimand, tog(;ther with an Jissur- 
anee that the King “ went to church 
to hear Cod praised, and not him* 
“self.” Sei'iiig little chance of pre;- 
ferment after this rebuke, the. Doctor 


turned patriot, and attached Jiinrself 
to John Wilkes ! — Hughes’, s ‘Hist, of 
Knglandf vol. i. p. Idil. “It is to be 
“regretted,” adds the historian, “tliat 
“ Ceorge the Third diil not extend 
“ his h.atred of adulation to imlitical 
“ sycoi>h:iiit.s also.” 

“ Crosley, ‘ Tour to London/ vol. ii. 
p. lOd. 

“ T liave heard it related,” says 
Lord Mahon, iv. ]>. HI-, “but on no 
“ Very ele.ir or certain authority, that 
“ the King hafi in the first place writ- 
“ ten the word ‘ Knglishman,' and that 
“Lord Ihite altered it to ‘Hritoii.’” 
'Die King’s Speech was admired by 
F rederick the (ireat. ‘ Mitchell Tapers,’ 
vol. V. No. p. 148. 
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becaiW tho speaker, and the occasion of them, and both at the 
moment and since have received their full meed of applause. 
It is, perliaps, to be wished that the terms and tone of the 
address in reply to tho Koyal Speecli had savoured less of ser- 
vility. It was right to acknowledge the fair intentions and the 
national spirit of a young and inexperienced prince, but it was 
scarcely becoming the represcaitatives of Britain to compliment 
him at the expense of the nathjii. 

“What a lustre,” re.s])onded the Lords, “does it cast upon 
“ the name of Briton, when you, Sir, are pleased to esteem it 
“ among your glories I ” “ Wo acknowledge,” sang tho Commons 
ill chorus, “with tho liveliest sentiments of duty, gratitude, ami 
“ exultation of mind, tlmse most affecting and animating w6rds.” 
Huch expressions remind us of the tone of lioman panegyrics; 
but adulation is perhajis tho jiroper language of corrupt senates, 
and of the g('n(.*ral corruption of the House of Commons in this 
reign there can b('. no (pi(‘-stion.“ 

1'lie aspect of the (‘arli(‘r levees was promising. The Whig 
lords and th(‘ir di^ixmdaiits no longer predominated at 8t. James’s. 
f]l(lerly men long strangers at Court, and young men who had 
never crossed its thn^sliold until now, llo(*ked to gr(,‘ct •their 
young monarch. Tories of the Wyndham stain}), and Jacobites 
revering the memory of Ormond, tendered willing and welcome 
homage to one whom their sires or grandsires would have re- 
garded as scar(*ely less a usurper than Cromwell or William of 
( )range. Their rece})tion justified th(‘ir conversion. George II. 
had been shy and silent at his levees, but George HI. walked 
about and s})oke to everybody. The ]\linisters of the late King 
were received with at least ostensible kimlnJss, and pressed to 


" Tho Si)eec]i was drawn up by Lord 
Hardwick juid nwised by Was 

Citl’s hand in tlieso fulsome sentences 
of the address '{ Uold in tho senate, 
he was supple in tho closet. It was 
wvW ()l)scvved by llurke that, “he must 
kju>w liltlo t>f maimers who does not 
“ know that peers, forgetful of their 


I “ proper dignity, arc apt to run head- 
■ long into servitude.” The language 
of the Peers and Commons on tliis 
I occasion recalls that of Tacitus on a 
I similar one : — “ At Ronuo riicrc in 
I “ servitutein, consiiles, piitrcSf cqiies '* — 
Ann. i. 7. 
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continue in their several posts. But the political horizon, lair 
for a few weeks, was soon obscured by fears, jcalousies^and 
intrigues. 

13(ifore entering on the circumstances that favoured George III. 
in attaining and liolding for some years a position differing in 
many respects from that of his i)redeccssors, it may bo well to 
tra(!e a brief sketch of parties at the commencement of his 
reign. As the Whigs were then in place, precedence in the 
survey is due to them. 

In 17C)0 the Whigs had been just forty-five years in ofiico. 
I'heir camp indeed liad been weakened by open or scicret 
schisms, and, as is almost inevitable for parties long in place, 
th(‘ii» popularity was on the wane. On tlio one hand, the 
English nation accused or suspected them of mpnopolising 
power and place ; on the other, a sense of security is apt to 
b(‘get self-confidence and perhaps inertness, and from thes(^ 
d(.‘fccts spring errors that furnish decent pretexts or direct 
encouragement to opposition. The Whigs, their adversaries 
complainecl, were political precisians arrogating to themselves 
siii)erior and indeed single fitness for ofiico ; they barricaded the 
(Jrowii ; they soaked up the Jving’s countenance, his rewards, 
his authorities; they even, it was alleged, dimmed its lustre by 
presuming to govern in its name. Had it fcecn tlie design of 
the Be volution of 1088 to make England a Sparta with its 
titulary kings, or a Venice with its cipher doge? 

These opinions found an able expounder in the Earl of Sand- 
wich in 1770.“ lie said, in reply to J.ord Chatham : — 

“ Give mo, my Lords, leave to take some notice of what a 
“ noble Earl ” [Chatham] ‘‘ has been j)leased to say with respect 
“ to the propriety of an hereditary gratitude in the Crown to 
“ the great Wing families : his Lordship talks much of the 
‘‘ iiKU’it which these families had in bringing in the House of 
“ Hanover, and it is a merit 1 am very ready to acknowledge ; 


111 tlio debate rcopectiug the sciziiro of the Falkland Islands. — ‘ Pari. Hist.’ 
. xvi. p. Ills. 
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but will the noble Earl say that because they served their 
“ country, and consequently themselves, in bringing in tlie 
‘‘ House of Brunswick, that they are therefore to make a per- 
“ petual monopoly of the royal favour ? If bringing in that 
‘‘ line was not a national good, they are traitors to the com- 
‘‘ munity ; if it was a national good, the present reigning family, 
“ instead of being obliged, conferred an actual obligation. Be- 
“ sides, my Lords, is the booby descendant of a Whig to be 
em])loyed in the first depaitment of the State because his 
ancestor was a man of abilities ; or is the deserving offspring 
of a Tory to bo overlooked because his father’s principles were 
“ obnoxious ? If principles, my Lords, are hereditary, we must all 
“ be attached to the House of Stuart ; nay, we brought hi his 
“ Majesty’s great-grandfather because he was the nearest Pro- 
“ testaut relation of that House. . . . The noble Lord wishes, he 
tells us, to abolish all party distinctions, yet he is greatly 
“ offended that the distinction of Whig and Tory is not inflexibly 
kept up. The King must govern by a faction to please his Lord- 
ship, lie must not bo the common father of his people, but only 
the monarch of the Whigs ; at a lime that tliese (I(‘structive 
distinctions are hap])ily liaslening to oblivion, they must be 
revived by a judicious sovereign ; and to conciliate the afiec- 
‘‘ tions of all to the government of a Brunswick prince, the 
unofrending posterity of the Tories must be held in a state of 
“ eternal proscription.” “ 

But the AVhig version of their pretensions to retain the power 
that had so long been engrossed by them was plausible at least. 
They could point to the general prospiuity of Britain ; to their 
success in establishing the Act-of-Settlement dynasty; to tlie 
peaceful administration of Whilpole; to wholesome restraints 
upon the zeal of High Churchmen and Jacobite intriguers; and 

For a couutcr-argiimciit sco Pro- ‘‘ stitution,” May ;)0, ‘ Diary of Thomas 

foaaor Smyth’s .‘ Lectures ou Moileni Moore,’ vol. ii. p. .Ur). It was a tradition 

History,’ vol. ii. ]>p. :)L‘L4d. derived from and coidirmed in 

So late as tho year 1 S 1 iMve find power 174.'). Tlie country gentlemen, being 

ri'giirdiHl by the Whigs in the light of for the most part Jaeobitos or Tories, 

an lu'irlooni. “A few Whig families could sc;ircoly be permitted to advise 

“ are our only .'-eeurity for tho Con- the Crown. 
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to some Ijiws favounible to (uvil and religions liberty. In 
weighing tliose j)retensi()ns we innst bear in mind the circum- 
stanees of tlieir position. Wo must not demand from them in 
the lirst half of the eighteenth century measures or even in- 
tentions possible and proper in the nineteentli. Wtis the nation 
ripe for any serious change, political or social, at the former 
period? Was not the real business of that period to avert 
dynastic revolution, and to secure 2)ossession of tlie Crown to 
tlie House of Hrnnswick ? If the Whigs, or only a few leading 
families among them, succeeded in ofiecting these ends, and 
that they did so will scarcely be denied, their long tenure of 
oHifM) can hardly bo made a subject of just rc2)roaeh to tliem. 

It*is pretend(}d indeed by some historians that George III., 
being exempt from foreign partialities, and ascending the throne 
at a period when the claims of the exiled Stuarts had fallen 
into contem})t, was justified in emancipating himself from the 
durance to which his jircdecessors had submitted. Yet if that 
durance enabled him to succeed and to reign without a com- 
pctitor, was ho not under soino obligation to those who imposed 
il, and was not the nation also in their debt for averting, if not . 
agaii) a war of succession, at least the perjietual irritation of 
Jacobite plots ? 

And is not such durance an idle sujijiosition ? Was it felt 
by tlie sovereigns imagined to have groaned under it? Was 
not tlie restraint which the third monarch of the House of 
Hanover resented, eheerl’ully acquiesced in by his lU’edecessors ? 
Their [iredilectioii for their (*ontiucntal dominions has been 
already mentioned. Their deiiendenec for the conduct of home 
alfairs upon tin? Whig loaders, so far from being felt as a 
grievance, was acc(*j>ted by George 1 . and his son as a relief 
from cares that 'diverted their attention from Hanover, while 
in all that relab d to the Electorate those sovereigns were not 
iiKU'cly sii[)[)orted but cAcn indulged by their Whig advisers. 
dlKi leaders of that jiarty hazarded their own good name by 
humouring the continental ]>olicy of their masters. On this 
ground tJiey incurred severe animadversion from their ojipoiKmts. 
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The Tories came forward as the champions of nationality. 
Not generally averse from war, they made constant protest 
against it when threatened or undertaken for the interest or 
the pleasure of the King-Electors. The Whigs on their side 
were driven to as constant justifi(!ation of their compliance 
with royal demands for men and money. Their compliance 
may have been (culpable, but is not easily reconcileable with 
the theory of “restraint.”*'^ There may have been an amicable 
arrangement between the King and his advisers. The one was 
to do as ho pleased in Ihinovor; the others were to do as they 
iliouf^’ht good in Ihitaiih It may have been time indeed to 
cancel this bargain in 1760; hut so long as it lasted it is diffi- 
cult to apply to it with justice the name of pupilage on the 
one side or of restraint on the other. 

Jhit was the bargain as complete as, for the sake of illustrating 
the argument, it has just been stated to be ? Tlie answer to 
this question shall be made in the words of a writer who had 
profoundly studied and in g(nieral has fairly treat(?d of this period 
of our annals. Jle is rebutting tlie notion that cither the first 
or the second (ieorge was under pui)ilage to tlie Whigs : — 

“ George 1. seems to liave liad no dilTiculty in keeping his . 
“favourite minister, I^ord Stanhope, in power. Ifis courtier, 

“ the Earl of yuw.dcrland, was always of more consequence in 
“ the State than he d('servcd. Sir il. Walpole obtained not the 
“ superiority which he always merited, till his rivals were dead 
or had been disgraced by the South Sea sclieme. Sir llobert 
“ was, from the mtu-e apprehension of losing his place, obliged 
“ to sutler his own p(?rsonal enemy, and the enemy of his King 
“ and country. Lord Eolingbroke, to ri^turn. All the terms ho 
“ could make with the sovereign and his mistress were that 
“ this dang(n-ous man should not appear again in the House of 
“ Lords. What is there of pupilage in the sovereign ? The 
“ influence of Sir R. Wal])olo arose from his own personal 
« merit: first, with the House of Commons; and secondly, with 


^ Sco lliilljiiii. • Const. Hist.,' vol. ii. p. 441, 4th oditioii. 
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“ Queen Caroline, who assisted him, not in managing tlie 
“ House of Commons, and thereby controlling tlie King, but in 
‘‘ managing the King, and therefore in appearing to that House 
“ as the man who was honoured with his confidence and favour. 
“ The only two instances in wliich tlio wislies of tlie Sovereign 
were thwarted were when tlie I^elhams overpowei*ed jjord 
‘‘ Carteret, though the avowed favourite of liis master, and wIkmi 
“ Mr. ritt was admitted into ofiice, though personally disliked 
‘‘ by the King. 

111 the funner of these instances, the relhams were more 
iipprovod oC by the country tlinn tJicIr rival Lord Oirtcrct ; 
they W(Te known to be less ready than ho to go ev(*iy iength 
wliiMi the King might wish in the politics of the Continent, 

‘‘ That they afterwards made too groat sacrifices to him in 
** these i)oints, particularly tln^ JIuke of Kewcasth', only servers 
“ to show liow imj)ortant they thought the Kinj^^s favour, and 
how iK'cessary to tlnfir continuance in office. 

“ In the last instance, of Mr. Pitt, was not the real obj(n‘tion 
to him the superiority of his merit ? That ho was conscious 
“ of his high talents, and had not the servility of those who 
“ ha^ve nothing but servility to de[)end upon? Yet, in th(‘ 

“ event, did not even Mr. Pitt submit to the German system of 
“politics, when he became himself a minister? Contrary to 
“ all his former opinions, repeatedly avowed with all the fei’voiir 
“ of his eloquence, did he not declare that this system was a 
“ millstone round his neck, with which he entered ofiicfi? For 
“ \Jiat reason did* he sufier it to remain there, but because' In? 

“ found the Court too powerful ?”“ 

The improgressive character of Whig measures since tlui 
accession of the House of Hanover we must ascribe to the cir- 
cumstances of the age. Social improvements weni then as 
remote from the ken of statesmen or th() nation as tlie great 
Southern continent itself. The nation w’as not rip() lor tht^gi ; 
it did not feel the wants which stimulate invention, nor did 

" Smyth’s ‘ Lectures on Modern lILtory,’ \ol. ii. j*. 
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it possess tlie wealth that renders enterprise possible. Amon^^ 
statesmen party-lights were the be-all and the end-all of the 
majority of debates ; nor was the struggle so much between dis- 
tinct factions as b(itweeu inutvially jealous sections of the Whigs 
theins(;lvcs. So far indeed from being progressive, their policy 
was in gfiiieral strictly consin vative, and quieta ne moocas was a-s 
much a maxim of Walpc^le’s as it is said to have been of Lord 
C 'Imncolhr El (Ion n. 

Wnlpolr, iii(I(j(‘<], Lad ho boon more ontorprisiufr, might yoij 
javbahly havo done JiiiicJi mischief. To keep the J louse of 
Brunswick on tJie iJirom* was his work, and corriiplion was one 
of Jjjs most ol1ioi(nit instruments in doing it. 'fhat ho disci'rned 
his work and skilfully used his instruments, is pcrha])S all the 
[)raise ho would have claimed. Ilis eyes were fixed, not ui)on 
such objects as now occupy all governments in this countiy 
alike — the interests of trade, manufactures, agriculture, tin* 
health and education of the i)(‘ople, or pailiamentary reform — 
but upon an enemy without the walls and upon hx's within 
them. In his day tln^ Pretemh'r was not a nominiH nmhni ; the 
Jacobites were still hostil(‘, the Tories w(to hardly reconcih‘d to 
tlio ndgning family. Franco and 8])ain had not quite abaiMloned . 
the cause of the fugitive Stuarts, but were ready to employ them as 
convenient tools or nuMiaces in tladr (juarrels with this country. 
To have been active in internal reforms, had indeed a minister 
conceived the want or exjiedience of them, would havo given 
the Tories a pretext for more strenuous opposition than ever to 
hie government, and have banded agarinst him not only the Jacob- 
ites, but also the nnijority of the infcTior clergy, who prayed oHici- 
ally for King (feorge in their churches, but in their closets put up 
liearty petitions for King James. Neither could the Whigs of 
that day, had they been so disposed, have appealed to any 
publi(^ feeling beyond the dread of the Pretender, his mass and 
1^ })riests. \\’ith gnnit dillieultv, and aftcu* many sacrifices, 
Staidiope, in 1718, had passed a Hill for the relitd’ of Protestant 
J >iss('iiters ; but wluni he atfempfed to repeal tlie Tc'sf A(tt, aind 
j)ro]K)sed also to mitigate tin* ju'nal laws in force against Homan 
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Catholics, the tide of public feeling ran too high for him to 
breast it, and these just and salutary measures were postponed 
to another century, and even then did not i)ass witliout much 
oi-tliodox clamour, clerical and lay. It was not a time to pro- 
voke a cry of the “ Church in Danger,*’ and \\'alj>()l(? resolutely, 
and perliaps prudently, declined to move in tlio cause of religious 
toleration. 

His influence for good or evil ceased in February, 1742, and 
uas soon regretted oven by many who had clamoured for his 
iiii 2 )eachnienl. He Inis boon often charged with lowering the 
standard of political morality in England: it is more likely that 
lig found tliat standard much as he l(‘ft it. Queen Anne had 
not reigned over a kingdom of the just, and it needed not ‘‘a 
gr(‘at arithmetician” to cast up the sum of hoin^st statesmen in 
the reign of eillau- of tlie first two Georges. Not tliat England 
in the eigliteenth century was more dishonest than lier neigh- 
bours-- iiuh ed, com[)ar(‘d with Europe generally, s1h‘ was clean- 
handed — blit tliat tlie period throughout Christmidom was om^ 
low in principles and lax in morals. 

This conuiKMidation, whatever may have been his demerits, 
cannot bii taken from Waliiolo — “i*cace was his dear deliglif, 
not J'leiiry s nn^re.” And under the jieace he so lung main- 
tained and so reluctantly abandoned, Hritain 'prosjiered exceed- 
ingly. It was a wide departure indeed from the Whig policy 
of William and Anne’s reigns to turn spears into pruning-hooks, 
but it was a wise and timely one. The victories of 31 arl borough 
were not loss necessary for the interests of Eurojie tlian those 
of Wellington ; but the re 2 )ose which the great l^eace-3liiiistcr, 
as Walpole has been justly called, maintained, was even moiv. 
salutary for his country than the trophies of Hlenhoim and 
llamillies. A silent revolution, unmarked at tlie moment, was 
among the fruits of that repose. As wealth became more 
abundant and more generally diffused, the power and influeucc} 
of tlie territorial aristocracy declined, and with it much of th(‘ 
feudal and narrow spirit of Jacobitism. Ca[iitalists began to 
purchase boroughs, and sent to the House of Commons members 
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not wholly adscripti glehoe, but actuated by interests somewhat 
higher than the prices of ale or cider, than laws for preserving 
game, or setting in the stocks recusant Papists and Dissenters. 

The gcncrnl prosperity of the reign of iicorge II. is tiius 
described by Mr. llaUiiin : The nation, exhausted by the long 
‘‘ wars of William and Anne, recovered strength in tliirty years 
of peace tliat ensued; and in tliat period, especially under the 
‘‘ prudeiit rule of ^Valpolo, the seeds of our commei’fdal gi’eatn(\ss 
were gradually ripened. It was evidently the most pros- 
“ porous season that England had ever experienced; and the 
“ progression, though slow, being uniform, the reign of George It. 

“ iniglit not disadvantageously be compared, for tlio real ha[)- 
piness of tlie eonimunity, Avith that more brilliant but uiu'ertain 
“ and oscillatory condition which has (‘iisued.” 

I am far from claiming for the Wliig administrations of this 
period the entire credit for thi^^ ju’osperity. But they pave*d 
the way for it by maintaining i)eaco. J attic indeed is it tliat 
the best administrations can do for freedom or [irogrcss, unh^ss 
the jieoplo at largo are insjured with tln^ same generous senti- 
ments as th(‘ir rulers. Little also could bo done at a jieriod 
when the House of Commons so imperfectly rcpresent(*d the. 
nation, and when the attention of members was confined to 
the selfish views of one or another party. But in the rm’gn of 
George II. there was at least the dawn of such co-operation. 
The heats of political debate led to the diffusion of some political 
curiosity in the country. TIk^ streams were shallow or turbid, 
but they wei’O preferable to stagnant water. Tlie old Gazc^ttc^s 
and Ncws-Lettei’s, and such skeletons of information as appeared 
ju periodical papers like the ‘Tatler,’ were now supplemented 
or superseded by newspapers. The weekly or daily sheet, 
ind(‘ed, was often as m(*agro as a Barisian' Journal is at the 
present hour. But they nourished a spirit of scepticism in 
the wisdom of rulers, and the goodness of laws and customs 
handed down by our ancestors, and wholesome doubt led gra- 


" ‘ CoiiHt. Hist.* vol. ii. p. 44«5, 4th cd. 
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dually to wholesome action. It was then, and lonp; aftcu’wanls, * 
dangerous to print or to comment upon proceedings in Pai lia- 
ment ; nor was the present security of reporting obtained until 
the “Pnntei*s' hnsinofiti/' mentioned in the iollowiiif}; Lottri\^ in 
the year 1771, was settled. Of such innovations the Whio;s 
were more tohn’ant than the Tories. Bolingbroke and Oxford, 
with tlie full concurrence of Jonathan Swift, seized papers and 
press(?s, and sent printers and publishers to gaol.'^ 

It is unn(*cessarv to dwell, in a sketch like the pn'sent, upon 
tlie interim between Walpole's retirement and Pitt’s brilliant 
administration. From 1742 to ITob the Whig party dis])layed 
little ability for oflieo, and much for division, jealousy, and 
intrigfto. 'fhe war into wliieh they had forced Walpole they 
inismanag(‘(l ; and while Fngland declined in material pros- 
perity, she sank also- in the estimation of Europe. Sir IVttu’ 
'feazle ccunimmds liis Iriend Joseph Surface for his “noble sen- 
“ tinuMits,” and to tins praise Fulteney and the Pelhams are justly 
(‘iititled. 1’hoy talked with Ciceronian pomp of liberty; they 
practised exclusiveness. 'Fhe Duke of Newcastle resigned in 
November, J7o(), been us(‘ he could not, oven with bribes or tears, 
of IxUli of which comnioditi(*s he was lavish, induce any person 
of wciglit or w(jr(Ii to leinforcc his tottering Cabinet. iMurray, 
the only person in the House of Commons tlio had courage 
rven to look Pitt in the fac(', was deaf to all his leader’s prayers, 
cajolings, and nioro substantial proHcrs, and declared that uidess 
th(*y made him Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Ihmch — 
place just vacated by the death of Sir Dudley liyder — ho would 
resign the oftice of Attorney-Ceneral, ami leave tlu? ^linistry to 
fight their own battles in the House of Commons. “ I supposi^,” 
says Lord Campbell, “this was the weakest administration that 


* ” After the accession of Georc^c I. 
“ wo fiufl a pretty regular .'iccoiiiif. of 
“ (lol>:itoa in an annual publication, 
“ ‘Moytu’fl Historical Register,’ whicU 
‘‘ was continued to the year 17. >7. 
“ Tln*y were afterwards published 
“ inonthly and much more at length 
“ in The London and I’he Gcntlc- 
“ man's Magaisines ; the latter, as is 

Voe. i. 


well known, improved by the j)en of 
Johnson, yet not so jus to lose by any 
means the leading sjvtpe of tlu) argu- 
** ments.” — Ilallam, ‘ Const. Hist,’ vol. 
ii. p. 44r). S. e Some good remarks 
on tljH subject in Mjusscy’s ‘ Hist, of 
Kiiglarid.’ vol. i. [>. 4o<:, and in Cook’s 
‘ Hist, of Pjirty,’ vol. ii. p. 410. 

r/ 
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“ ever was intrusted with power in a free country. Lord Hard- 
“ wicke was the only man of any capacity for business in the 
“ Cabinet ; and after all, he was more of a lawyer than a states- 
“ man.”* ** ' 

I pass now to the Tories. It is by no means easy to deli- 
neate a party which for nearly half a century had enjoyed few 
or no op{)ortnnitios of conducting public affairs, whom a real or 
suj)pf>sed affnity with Jaco])ites, more tlian any positive de- 
merits, had so long excluded from office, and whoso opposition 
M^as levelled at men rather than measures. The lino between 
Whigs and Tories in 17()0 was indeed far from being strongly 
marked. The mass of the Tories, whatever line their sir(.‘S 
or grandsires may have taken at the Eevolution or in" 1710, 
had long admitted the validity of a Parliamentary title to the 
(h’own, and agreed with the Whigs in the principle of uphold- 
ing monarchical and episcopal government. "^riuy as-x*nted 
also to the doctriiK^ that the Ministers of the (h'own were 
responsible to Parliament : and they were even far more in- 
clined than the AVhigs to cherish political and administrative 
ability wherever tln.'y found it. If, on the one hand, the parti- 
tion was thin betneon a zealous Tory and a Jacobite, it wa*^ 
oven more thin between a moderate Tory and a Country Whig^ 
in the year 

Perhaps the difference between flu'se groat parties may bo 
thus stated. By the Whigs the King and the Church were 
regarded in the light of symbols or instruments of civil and 
religious liberty; in the Tories they inspired w.armor senti- 
ments of loyalty and reverence. The view of the one was the 
more abstract and philosophical; the view of the latter the 
more in accordance with the average disposition of mankind. 
With the Whigs the King was the head of an aristocracy ; 

• ‘ Lives of the Chancellors/ vol. v. “ could be discovered between the hitter 

p. “and those Tories who cordially as- 

So early as the reign of George I. “ sentod to tlie settlement of liJSS.” — 

“ two classes of Whigs were recognised, Massoy, ' Hist, of liingland/ vol. i. j). 391 , 

** the Court Whigs and the Country who refers to Lady M. Wortley Mon- 
“ Whigs ; and little or no difference ! tagu’s * Correspondence,’ vol. i. p. 90 . 
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with the Tories he was the Prinec of tlie People. The one 
maintained that the Ministers of the Crown should he ehoseu 
from a select circle; the other that the Crown had a right 
to choose its own advisers. Both upheld, in tlieory at least, 
tlie supremacy of Parliament: hut the AVhigs thouglit that 
in the pivsonce of priYilogc the King*s prewgntivo should ho 
mute; whereas the Tories allowed of a eerUiin srope for the 
voire of the Sovereign. A Tory looked u])on concessions to 
Dissenters as a kind of treason towards the Ciiurcli ; a AVliig 
consid(U*ed religious liberty as the ])roper complement of civil 
freedom. Parlies, ind(‘ed, seddom follow out th(‘ir ju-ineipkvs 
very logically ; and accordingly wo may somethnes find the 
'l\>rK\s more dispos(‘d than the Whigs to r(‘Iaxation of religions 
i)oiids, and the Whigs making ]>olitical (*a}>ital out of ‘‘religious 
“liberty,” at one time invest !» g it jjrolitably, at another with- 
drawing it from circulation. It is obvious that a Tory who 
agr(‘cd with a C(tu)itri/ Whi(/ was mon* lik(?ly to be aii accejit- 
•ibh* subj(3ct to a nnmarch aspiring to 1ak(‘ a sliaro in ])ublic 
cashless than a IVhhj aspiring to govmai in the King’s 

1 aine.' 

U v as partly owang to his youth, hut in far greater degree 
to his known a>eision to AVhig dictation — as h(3 (‘stiMum'd it — 
tliat loyalty, such as had not exi.sti‘d in England sincii tla^ 
reign of (diaries IJ., revived in the reign of (J(‘orge III. Oium^ 
again Tories could comfortably and consistently burn incense 
n[)on the altar of monarchy, since again was scatcal on the 
tlirone not a mere creature of the Act of Sedt hnnent, hut a 
man whom it was not an (uiipty form to addrc'ss with the 
stirring words — “ Cdod sav(? the King!” In the political logic 
of tile Whigs there was something chilling ; in the sentimental 
bias of the Tories there was a (diord that vibrated in the 
her.rt of a people. The people of England ind(?ed in J7h(), 
and for some years after, had very little influence upon the 

• ^^)r tlioj^oneral distinction between p. 351 ; Lord Mahon, vol. v. p. 111-1 14; 
the i)rinciphjrt of Whigs and Tories, Lord Macaulay, ‘ Edin. Keview,* Jann- 
consult Hallnni's ‘Const. Hist.’ vol. ii. aiy, Isa:’. 
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Government, and took hut a feeble interest in public affairs. 
Loyalty, far more than liberty, was at that time, as it had boon 
for centuries before, the ruling princii)le of the English nation; 
and it proved an effective, if not a very liappily employed 
implement, for a while, in the hands of the third Sovereign of 
the House of Brunsvvi(‘k. Yet it was not by Tories proper that 
George III. was enabled to win, and for several years to hold, 
his peculiar position among British monarchs. For the end ho 
had in view, an end apparent in so many of the Letters to Lord 
North, something beyond general loyalty to the Crown wtis 
required — a devotion to his person, resting ujion the sure and 
solid foundation of self-interest on the ])ai't of his su 2 )porters. 
That the King desired to promote the welfare and happiness of 
liis people there is no just reason for doubting ; but if he 
loved them well, he did not love them wisely, and the means 
adopted by him for ensuring either their happiness or their 
welfare proved singularly infelicitous. 

Towards the close of the North Ministry, at tlu^ end of 1779, 
and again in 1781, we shall find the King,' then in great 
anguish at the disasters growing out of the Ainori(^an war, 
labouring to form a Coalition Ministry by selecting from each 
party its ablest, most virtuous, and most respectable members. 
Such a project nlay perhaps excite a sigh or a smile in the 
reader, especially when lie is told that among the virtuous men 
to be retained were Lords Thurlow and Sandwicli, and among 
the virtuous men to bo enlisted were the Duke of Grafton and 
Charles Fox. The Letters, however, relating to this business 
show the virtue demanded by His Majesty to have consisted 
principally of obedience and self-sacrifice on the part of every 
member of the proposed Coalition to the royal opinions at 
those unfortunate moments. 

Such coalitions, wearing a fair aspect on the surface, may, if 
properly managed, prove very convenient to a ruling monarch. 
They weaken a party ; they rarely, if ever, insjure the public 
with much confidence in them ; their duration has ever been 
short ; and the Crown in the last century was, either in credit or 
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in influence, the only gainer by them. Siicli a coalition, in fact 
tliongh not in name, was the union of politicians known and 
long celebrated as the party of the “King’s Friends.” I'lie 
character of this outwork of prerogative is drawn in very 
various colours by those who have sj^oken or written of it. Its 
defenders argue that of this party, or more properly among 
these persons, very few held paid offices of State; that the 
majority of them were independent Peers and independent 
members of Parliament — “ men witljout a wish or thouglit of 
“ office for themselves, but who loved the Crown ” — apart from 
the wearer of it — “ with all their heart, with all their mind, with 
“ all their soul, and with all their strength.’^ Tlie assailants 
of tl*o same party or persons, echoing the language of Burke, 
denounce them as political abjects, })rompted by the sordid 
hopes and fears of servile minds. Whether lliis or the other 
pictui’e be the more correct portraiture, the fact remains un- 
fpiestionable that the King’s Friends exercised a very powerful 
influence ppon the character and conduct of George III. during 
many years of his reign, and will often attract om* attention 
in the following Letters.® 

^ For imagining that in the conduct of public affairs he could 
dispense with the aid of party some excuse at the beginning of 
his reign may be found for George III. For not only had he 
been trained in the schoolroom to regard the Wljigs fis usurpers 
of his lawdul authority, but in the brilliant administration of 
Pitt he had witnessed the triumph of a Jlinister who disdained 
and denounced “ connexion.” But after the total failure of a 
similar experiment when made by himself, it is less easy to 
excuse or to account for his recurrence to the idea of a coalition 
of old and new Friends.” 

England had' grown weary of a great peace-minister in Wal- 


® Upon the subject of the “King’s I 121. It is proper to bear in mind that 
“ Friends,” consult Burke’s - Thoughts | the title “King’s Friends” was given 
on the Cause of the Present Discon- ! to but not accepted by tlicm. On 
tents,’ 1770; Lord Albemarle’s ‘Memoirs either side of the question assertion is 
of Itockinghnin,’ vol. i. p. 4 ; Lord j more remarkable than argument. 
Mahon’s ‘ llist. of England,' v. pp. 115- ' 
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pole, and still more so of men who went to war without counting 
the cost of it, or ability to conduct it ; and now, from the year 
1756, put herself into the hands of a great war-minister. The 
story of the elder William Pitt lias been so well told by the late 
Lord Macaulay, and by Earl Stanhope, that I can scarcely do 
better than refer to their narratives. He jierformed, liowever, 
so important a part in the early years of George III., both in 
office and in opposition, that some account of his jiolicy is indis- 
pensable in a comment upon the following Letters. 

It is a inisiiso of the forms Whig and Tory to rank Pitt with 
cither of those parties. lie did not disdain the support of the 
latter, nor dabble in the family intrigues of the former, lie had 
opposed Wal])ole and the Pelhams as hotly as he afterwards did 
Lords Hate and North. lie was often at variance with the 
Bedford and Grenville Whigs, and would not repose confidence 
in the followers of Lord liockingham. Ilis quarrels, indeed, 
Avere with the leaders alone of those sections of the party : he 
condescended not to their dependants. No man professed more 
frequently, or with greater sincerity, his attachment to the prin- 
ciples which had placed the House of Brunswick on the tliromj ; 
no one had the honour of his country abroad, or her liberties at 
home, nearer to his heart. But party trammels he treated w itli 
as much scorn as" he did sordid gain, or the low intrigues of 
such luiiiisttn-s as Newcastle. Such trammels ho handled as 
the Nazarite did new cords and green wythes. He came to the 
rescue of the Whigs at almost the lowest point of their fortunes. 
When wo meet with his name in the King’s Letters its bril- 
liance has in some measure abated. The Pitt of George III.’s 
reign was not altogether the Pitt of George II.’s. The disease 
which from early years had sapped, was in the later period 
breaking up his mental as well as physi(’al frame.® For months, 
nay, for years together, he was prostrated by illness ; and when 
partially recovered from it he was wayward and i)eevish, loth 


“ Kven while at Eton lie was at- “ gout.” — Lord Mahon’s ‘ Hist, of 
tiuktid by the great bane and ciirso England,’ vol. iii, p. 10. 
of his future life, an hereditary 
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to let others act, yet unable to act himself. But the fire of 
better days lurked in liim to the last ; his appearances in either 
House were still epochs in the debates ; his support was strength, 
his opposition was terrible, to any party ; and he carried with him 
to tlie grave the entire confidence of the British people . 

The circu instances of ancient and modern times are so gene- 
rally dissimilar, tliat parallels between men or measures, removed 
by many centuries from one another, are for the most part 
unhappy. Y et the name of Pitt almost inevitably suggest s that of 
Demosthenes, The resemblance between them, however, is not to 
be found, where it has sometimes been sought, in the style of 
tjieir c]o(jiience ; for Pitt was never more vigorous or luijipy than 
when he spoke without preparation ; and Demosthenes rarely, if 
ever, addressed the men of Athens unprepared.^ But tiny re- 
sembled each other in broad principles, unity of purpose, and in 
the inlluonce tliey both exeitol over the minds of their hearers. 
The pow(‘r of ]\racedon, tlio formation of alliances against her, 
readiness for war, energy in the conduct of it, liberal, indeed lavish, 
expenditure of money for these objects, are tlie constant tlumies 
of the speeches of the Atlienian. Tlie humiliation of the House of 
Jxairbon, vigour in making ready for and conducting war, support 
to Hanover, subsidies to Prussia, arc the constant topics of the 
Jhiglislr orator. The name of Demosthenes \fas mure formidable 
to IMiilip tlian an announcement of a decree for new triremes 
in the dockyards of the Peirmus; the name of Ih’tt was more 
dreaded by France and Spain than the fleets and armies ho 

" “Iiiliis oratory his most elaborate that “in the course c)f his life he 
speeches were his worst ; but when, had seen sometimes elotpienco with- 
withuut fijrothoiight or any other out wisdom, and often wisdom with- 
preparation than those talents which out eloquence; in Lord ('hatham 
nature had supplied and education only had he seen both united.” 
cultivated, Chatham rose — stirred to Comp. Lord Brougliam’s ‘Statesmen of 
anger by some sudden subterfuge of (Jeoi^e III.,’ First Series, vol, i. pp. .'12- 
coiTuptioii or device of tyranny — 4'», and Lord Macaulay’s ‘2n<l article on 
tlum w.is heard an eloquence never ‘The Earl of Chatham,’ October, 1844, 
surpassed either in ancient or modern for examples of and criticisms upon his 
times. It W{is the highest power of j eloquence. 

expression ministering to the highest j A less favourable character of Pitt is 
power of thought.” — Lord Malion, I given by Lord Albemarle, ‘ Memoirs of 
'1. hi. p. n. Franklin, w'riting to ' Kockiiigham,’ vol. i. p. 14. 

^arl Staiih(»pc. Jan. 2i?, 177o, says, 
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equipped against them. Each of them in an age of gross 
corruption was incoiTuptible, and the almost tragic pomp and 
circumstances attending on the death of both, present coinci- 
dences -rarely to bo found in the pages of liistory. 

When Pitt, in 1750, became Secretary of State, on tlie full 
understanding that he alone was to direct the war, the fortunes 
of England in every quarter of the globe wore a disastrous 
aspect In Europe shohad only one ally — the King of Prussia — 
and he was then standing at hay amid a circle of mighty hunters. 
Her armies wore weak, l)a(lly munitioned, and badly led ; her 
navy couhl hardly keep the sea.® Hanover Avas overrun by 
France, and licr fleets threatened our coasts. The natiqji 
seemed insensible to its own disgrace, for it was scarcely pos- 
sible to recruit either service. Our hold on India would have 
been lost but for the genius and valour of a merchant’s clerk : 
our American colonies were imperilled rather than d()fended by 
inactive or incompetent officers. At home, affairs were little 
more promising than abroad, for, Avhile privateers swarmed in the 
narrow seas, trade necessarily drooped. To tliis conclusion had 
come the successors of Walpole. 

But almost as soon as Pitt took the helm, the labouring State • 
vessel righted herself. ‘‘Now, a man of head being at the 
“ centre, the whole- matter gets vital.” No more apathy, no more 
oscillation, no more dallying Avith war. The sj)irit of one man 
pervaded and re-animated the nation.^’ Every dc[)nrtinent under 
his direction responded to his energy, his vigilance, and his 


“ Tho Karl of Louiloii, Commander- j 
in-Cliiof in North America, was com- 
pared by a Philadelphian, in conversa- 
tion with Benjamin Franklin, to “ St. 

“ George upon the signposts, always 
“ on hoisoback but never advancing.’* 
Admiral llolbourne, who commanded 
the fleet off Loiiisbiirg, declined to 
attack the French, because while he 
had seventeen ships of the line they 
had eighteen, and a greater wkiout 
OF METAL, “ according to the new sea- 
phrase,” says Chesterfield indignant- 
ly, “ which was unknown to Blake.” 
(^Letter to his Son, September 30, 


1757, cited in Lord Mahon's ‘ Hist, of 
England,’ vol. iv. p. 

^ “He w'as 2 )osscssed of the hn 2 )py 
“ talent of transfusing his own zeal 
“ into tho souls of all those who were 
“ to liavo a sliare in currying his i)ro- 
‘*jects into execution; and it is a 
** matter well known to many officers 
“ now in tho House, that no man ever 
entered the Earl’s closet who did not 
i feel himself, if possible, braver at his 
return than when he went in.” — 
Speeeh of Col. Rarre in the H. of Com- 
mons, May 13, 1778. 
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assurance of success. Even his colleagues, though marvelling 
and inurinuring at the magnitude and cost of his preparations,® 
ceased to oppose him. Cromwell had not been more completely 
master of his position than the Great Commoner was for some 
years. lie was the Government. The King himself, who at 
first only acquiesced in the now Tribune of the People, at last 
a])plauded and honoured liim. A really brave man himself, 
George IL could reverence valour in others. He was delighted 
by the rescue of his Electorate, and by the mortification of the 
Duke of Koweastle, wliom of all his ministers lie most hated and 
<lespised. 

^ And now tlie curtain rose upon scenes of unexampled triumph, 
flnglhiul bristled with arms; a weIl-ai)pointed militia, distri- 
buted over tlie island, set at liberty the regular army. France, 
attacked on some and numaced on other points, withdrew from 
Hanover, next was disastrously defeated at Minden, and, so far 
from invading England, dreaded herself invasion. Some of her 
most important harbours suffered severely. She lost all lier 
\A"ost Indian Islands exce[)t St. llomingo : she lost the Canadas : 
all her settlements in the East Indies, many stations of value to 
her in Asia and Africa. The Kouse of Bourbon was liumbled. 

“ Tlicse are the doings of Mr. Ihtt,” said Horace Walpole, “ and 
“ tla^y arc wondrous in our eyes.” • 

Tlie grounds of Pitt’s extraordinary influence upon the people 
of England have never been more forcibly or faithfully described 
than b} an cjiiinent living historian. After dwelling upon tho 
elo(pience which abashed I’itt’s ablest opponents, — “ tho skilful 


The cost of his wars did not escape 
thy notice of Junius: “I entirely agree 
with Macaroni that^liis country does 
uwo more to Lord Chatham than it 
“ ever can repay, for to him wo owe 
** tlie greatest part of our national 
debt, and that. I am sure, we never 
can repay.” — Letter xi. Among the 
stronger recusants again.- 1 this expendi- 
ture w.'us George Grenville. “ Pitt,'* | 
s.iys Lord Macaulay, “could see no- 
“ thing but the trophies ; Grenville 
“ could see nothing but the bill. Pitt | 


boasted that England was victorious 
at once iu America, in India, and in 
Germany, the umpire of tho Con- 
tinent, the mistress of the sea. Gren- 
ville cast up tho subsidies, sighed 
over tho army extraordinarie.«», and 
groaned in spirit to think that the 
nation had borrowed eight millions 
in one yeai’.’^ f ‘ Edinburgh Ueview,* 
Octoher, 18+4.) Pitt’s successors were 
more lavish than he was, but they pur- 
eha.sed only los.s, defeat, and humilia- 
tion for nituiy years. 
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“ and polished Murray,” ‘‘the bold and dasliingFox,” — “and if 
“ these failed, who could hoi)e to succeed ?” — Earl Staiihoi)e 
proceeds : — 

“ But that which gave the brightest lustre, not only to the 
“ eloquence of Chatham but to his character, was his loftiness 
“ and nobleness of soul. If ever there has lived in modern times 
“ a man to whom the praise of a Boman spirit might be duly 
“ ap{)liod, tliat man, beyond all doubt, was William Pitt, lie 
“ loved })ower — but only as a patriot should — because he knew 
“ and felt his own energies, and felt also that his country needed 
“ tJiem, — because he saw the public spirit languishing and the 
‘‘ national glory declined — because his whole heart was burning 
“ to revive the one, and to wreathe fresh laurels round the 
“ other, lie loved fame — but it was the fame that follows, 
“ not the fame which is run after — not the firme that is gained 
“ by elbowing and thrusting, and all the little arts that bring 
“ forward little men, but the fame that a minister will and 
“ must wring from the very ])eople whose prejudices he despises 
“ and whose passions ho controls. The ends to which he em- 
“ ployed both his power and his fame will best show his object 
“ in obtaining them. Bred amid too frcKpient examples of 
“ corruption ; entering public life at a low tone of public 
“ morals ; standing between tlic mock patriots and the sneerers 
“ at patriotism^ — between BoIij)gbroke and Walj)ole — he mani' 
“ tested the most seruj)ulous disinterestedness, and the most 
“ lofty and generous purposes; he shunned the taint himself, 
“ and in time removed it from his country. He taught British 

statesmen to look again for their su})port to their own force 
“ of character ijistead of court cabals or Parliamentary cor- 
“ ruption. lie told his fellow-citizens, not, as agitators tell 

them, that they were wretched and oppressed, but that they 
“ were the first nation in the world — and under his guidance 
“ they became so.” 

I now return to the events immediately following George III.’s 


Lord Maliuii’s/ of Eiigluud,* vol. iii. p. 15. 
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accession. The inlc on the Koyal Speech was scarcely dry before 
the suspicions of the Whigs were awakened.® It presently 
appeared that they were no longer to be tlie only cluiiiiiels 
ot* court favour or preferment. Several noblemen ot* the ohl 
Jacobite connection were a})pointed lords, and several gentle- 
men grooms of tlie bedchamber; and on the third day of the 
new reign Lord Bute was sworn of the Privy Council. This 
a])pointment indeed was not out of the usual course of 
things. The J']arl had been Groom of the Stole to the Priiiet*, 
and it was customary for the King to continue his household 
servants in the same oilices which they had held under him 
wlple Prince of Wales, and the liolder of thnt oflice is always 
made* a Privy Councillor. IVa-haps the preferment of Lord 
Unto attracted th(i more attention at the moment from the cir- 
cumstance of the King’s (ddest brother, Kdward Duke of York, 
being sworn in at the same time. But later writers have unduly 
magnified this appointment.*' 

Nothing short, however, of the EaiTs banishment from Coflrt 
would have satisfied the Whigs or the nation in their present 
state of fe(*ling, and for such a step there was no ja’ctext, unless 
inJecHl the King had thought fit to endorse the scandals respect- 
ing the iavourite’s j)()sition at Carlton House. Ojily a few days 
after Bute’s admission to the Privy Councii, a handbill was 
afiixed to the Koyal Exchange with these words: “No petticoat 
“ government ; no Scotch lavourite ; no Lord George Sac^kville : ” 
and courtiers — odoru canum vis — were not slow in detecting the 
channel through which thenceforward royal favours W(‘re Jiiost 
likely to flow. It soon became a question, according to a lady’s 


liord llardwickc, in a * Memorial of 
Family Occurreucea/ written in 1770, 
<hites the purpose of superseding gra- 
dually and removing finally tue Wliigs 
iVom Otfice and the Household, from 
the accession of George HI. “ In the 
“ hegiiming of the new reign,” he 
writes “ no apparent alteration hap- 
pened in our situation ; we w'ero 
“ cajoled ancl courted fur the first | 
“ weeks of it; in short, the exterior i 


was fair and plausible; but in reality 
Lord ihite liad the sole i>ower and 
infiuence, and he was determined to 
work out the old servants of the 
Crown as soon as ho could possibly 
bring it about.” — Lord Albemarle’s 
Memoirs of Itockingliam,’ vol. i. p. 6. 

Lord Mahon’s ‘ Hist, of England,’ 
I. iv. pp. 208-214 ; Adolphus, vol. i. 
p. 11, foil. 
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jest at the time, what the King should bum in his chamber, 
“ whether Scotch coal, Newcastle coal, or pit coal/* Very early 
in tho following year (February 2) there was a riot in the play- 
house while the King was there. A recent tax on beer was 
imputed to Lord Bute, and the nu>h conveyed this ungentle bint 
of tlieir disapprobation of it and Iiim. 

Had the Cabinet been unanimous and really as strong as it 
was in outward seeming, Jjord Ilute’s influence, whatever may 
have been its foundation or extent, might very probably not 
liave naiched beyond the royal household. But the yoke of 
Bitt had sat for some time uneasily on tho necks of his col- 
]eagu(3S, who wer(3 growing weary of a war which tended to Jiis 
glory alone, and wer(3 also, perha])S not unreasonably, alarmed 
at tho cost tho war was involving.*'^ The Duko of Newcastle 
lrett(‘(l and fidgeted at tho running account for glory, and 
whined over the ecli])so of his own conseqiKince at the council- 
table. Ijord (Jranvillo could not stomach tho haughtiness of 
the Secr(3tary Fox, though ho consoled himself wjth the Bay 
Oflico, was impatient of a second place among the orators of 
the day. 'fhe only cordial supporter of Bitt was his own brother- 
in-law, Lonl IVunplo. Accordingly, Lord Bute liad two levers ’ 
to work with, the pride of one minister and tho discontent of 
others, and it muSt be owned that he did not use them unskil- 
fully. Before, however, proceeding to trace the gi’adual dis- 
membcriucnt of the Whig party, and the steps which led to 
tho Tory (Jovernment under Lord North, it will be proper to 
speak of the first Barliament of George HI., for much that is 
contained in his letters will liave to bo illustrated from tho Par- 
liamentary ingredients of the time. 

On the 21st of March, 1761, the Parliament of the late reign 


• Even Pitt himself had been startled 
at the sum two years eju’lier. “ I wish 
to (iod,” ho writes to Newcastle, 
April 4, 1758. “I could see my way 
“ through this mountain of expense !” 
‘ Chatham Cvn'vcspondence,’ vol. i. p. 
805. The total expemUturo in 1750 


was 12,503,5C4Z. “A most incredible 
“ sura/* writes Lord Chesterfield, De- 
cember 15, 1758. From Lord Mahon’s 
* Hist, of England/ vol. iv. p. 24(). 

‘Annual Ilegister/ 1701, part i. 
i p. 48. 
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was (lissolyed, and tlio elections whi(?h took place in tliat and 
the following month passed over quietly. Neither Whig nor 
Tory had a war-cry of any force ; Pitt, whatever ho may have 
done in the Cabinet, had silenced nearly every discordant note 
in the country, and persons rather than prhwipJos were tho 
objects of contest or attack. Bat not even under Walpole, the 
great arcliimage of corruption as he was deemed to be, had 
venality been more universal than in tho spring of 1701. 
“Tlie sale of boroughs,” says Lord Stanhope, ‘^to any wide 
ext(}nt, may be dated from this period. One borougli went 
so fill’ as to advertise publicly for a buyer; this was Sudbury, 

“ wliicli se(*ms in modern times to have in no degree declined 
fronrits ancient reputation. An abominable practice likenvise 
arose, of evading the pmalties of bribery by a simulated sale 
of trilling articles at exorbitant price's. This subterfuge of 
corruption has not ('scaped its contemporary — tho modern 
“ AristophaiK's. ‘ Wlu'ii I first took up my freedom,’ says tho 
“ eh'ctor, in the comedy of ‘The Nabob,’ ‘1 could get but thirty 
guineas for a new pair of ja(*k-boots, whilst my neighbour 
over the way had a fifty-pound note for a ])air of wash-leather 
“ breeches.’ ” Such practices prevailed long after fTOorgo III. 
sl(q)t with his fathers, and, were it not to imiuire too curiously,” 
are perhaps not even now quite extinct. In pne of his letters 
the King intimates that some gcjldeii i)ills may ncjt be unac- 
ceptable at Plymouth, and probably such employments of 
moiKiy may account for the Civil Just being so often inadequate 
for the ex])enses of a personally frugal inonarcli.’’ 

On the very day on which Parliament was dissolved, tlio 
‘ Gazette ’ announced several changed in tho ]\Iinistry and 
certain signs of the times. Mr. Legge, once an able and stanch 
supporter of Pitt, though tliey had since been on bad terms, 
had seven years before ofTended Lord Bute by refusing to vac'ato 


^ * ‘ Hist, of England,’ vol. iv. p. 22(). j Hallam, ‘Const. Hist.’ vol. ii. p. 447. 
Compare Mr. M;msey’a account of I Tho matter is placed heyoiifl doubt 
“Membei's by purchase.” — ‘Hist, of 1 by a letter of Lord North’s to the King, 
England,’ vol. i. p. 4U'2, 2nd ed. Mr. ■ at the emd of March, 17^2. 
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his scat in Parlinnicnt in favour of Sir Simeon Stuart, and lie 
was now dismissed from the Chancellorship of the Exchequer/^ 
tJie Recretary-at-War, Lord Barr/nf^ton, stopping into his placo, 
Cliarles Townshend into Lord Barringtons, and Sir Bi’anois 
iJashwood — lioreaftor to be mentioned — into (Charles Towns- 
liends as Troasiirer of tlie f'harabor. ])a.s]iwf)od and Towns- 
hend were now liegemen of Bute’s. A few weeks before, Eobert 
Baron IFenley, llie Lord Keepf'r, liad be(‘n mist'd to tlie dignity 
of JiOrd Chanecllor — a slight but not altogether insignificant 
promotion. Jhit tluj (ibange of change was at liand. A pension 
in hand, aiid the rtiversion of the w'ardtMiship. of the Cinque 
Ports, induccMl Lord llolderness, one of the Se(*r(‘taries of State, 
to pr(}t(3nd a grievance and to throw ii]) his seals, wliicli \v(‘ro 
then transferred to John Stuart, Earl of But(\ Jfr. Pitt still 
h‘d, or dragg(Ml after him, his colleagues in the Cainnet, and 
the Duke of Newcastle continued to practise his vehTan (‘raft. 
But th('y were not inq)r(\gnabh3 ; the Achilles and th(3 Nt'slor 
of administration liad never beem cater-(*ousins ; and eonld 
Achilles be forced to r(‘ce(l(', NVstor must sp(‘edily fidl.*^^ 

Lord Bute was not delicient in shrewdness, but his cunning 
failed him, or his pique prevaiknl, when he neglected to secuiH 3 
the services, or at least the borough interest, of the duke. As foi 
Pitt, it would have been easier for Caesar to draw Cato to his 
side than for Bute to turn the Croat Commoner into a King’s 
Friend.® But as for Newcastle, ho was clay in tlic hands of 
the potter, provided his vanity was soothed, or rather satiated, 
and ho was suflered to bo manager-general of the elections. 
Nominally a Whig, he really Ixdonged to the invertebrate class 


* Lord Macaulay says that “ Leggo 1 
■wjis not only turned out, but in j 
tho closet, when ho delivered up hi.s 
sen! of office, was treated with gross 
incivility.’ 

Lord Chesterfield, writing to his 
'll. May 18 , 17 .*) 8 , says, “Domestic 
aifairs go just as they did : the Duke 
of Newcastle and Mr. Pitt jog on 
like man and wife, — that is, seldom 
agreeing, often quarrelling, hut, by 


** mutual interest on tho whole, not 
“ parting.” 

'■ Pitt and Bute indeed had been in 
, political relations to each other in the 
j late reign, both before and after the 
I death of tho Prince of Wales. But 
Pitt’s refusal to screen Lord George 
Sackville, as Bute de.sire<l, led to a 
co(»Ine.s.s between them, and political 
diffei’ences subsequently widened the 
breach. 
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of politicians. He could digest affronts as an ostricli can digest 
iron. He could smile upon the striker, while ho whined and 
wept under the stroke. Yet it was the love of power, or per- 
haps the reputation of possessing it, that rendered tlie Duke of 
N(nveastle ridiculous. The love of money was not among his 
faults, for he retired from oflico a poorer man than lie entered 
it; noitlier did any stain in an age of gross and unblushing 
prolligaey rest upon his private lift'. That with proper manage- 
ment he would have serv('(l under Lord Ihito there can bo no 
doubt. What hurt him most was that the entire managennait 
of the elections was no longer, left in his hands, and that ho 
was nf)t consulted upon appointments in tln^ royal household. 

“ ^rheVo gri(‘vanc(‘S he recounted wilh deej) emotion to Jfr. 

“ higby, hoping, no doubt, through that chanmd, to inllanu' the 
“ I hilv(* ot Iledlord. ‘ W ]ienov(‘r,’ he cried, ‘1 ask an exjdana- 
“ tion of tlies(‘ and other matters, the constant answer is, The 
“ ‘ King has ordered it so * 

1 he atft'idion of Pitt was now li\’(‘d intently upon concluding 
a just and n(‘c(‘ssarv and glorious war by an honourable peace. 

It was not to b(i su(;h a pea(*o as tliat of Utrecht, but one that 
should retain and consolidate the acquisitions made by arms — 
a j)eaee that England might inscribe uj)on her l^^asti with 
Koimin pomp and stateliness — a peace which would enlarge and 
se(*ure the borders of her commerce, and he an ensample to her 
rul(.‘rs for gemerations to come. The time seemed well suitiKl 
lor the puri)oso. France ^^as exhausted by defeat. 8he had 
been stripped of her fle(*ts, her colonies, and her trade; she had 
been compelled to announce a bankru 2 )tcy to several classes of 
her public creditors. Early in this year, 1761, the Duke do 
Choiseul had induced the Courts of St. Petersburg and Vienna 


* l^^edford Correspondeuce,’ vol. ii. 
p. 42.). Newcastle, at the comraencc- 
inent of tliis reign *^ had scut most 
' abject messages to Bute, lioping to 
see him in some high, employment, 
and declaring hi.s own readiness to 
serve not only with, but under him.” I 
—Lord Mahon, vol. iv. p. ‘J 09 . And this ' 


I at the very time he wjis bemoaning his 
advanced age, and con.sulting his ad- 
herents about the proj)riety of retiring 
from office. They, wiser than Gil Bias, 
with one accord as.sured his Grace that 
his s|K)echca had not the least savour of 
apoplexy. 



lii 


intboougtion. 


to jom the Court of Versailles in a public declaration stating 
tbeir readiness to treat, and inviting Plenipotentiaries from tlio 
belligerent powers to a Congress at Augsburg. 13ut as some 
important colonial questions concerned England and France 
apart from the otlier parties to the war, JDe Choiseul despatched 
M. cle Bussy as Jiis negotiator to London, wJiile Pitt sent to 
Paris Mr. JIans Stanley, at this time a Lord of tlie Admiralty. 

So far tJie promises of aecomniodation were fiir enougli ; but 
tliey were presently clouded over by the introduction of a third 
party on the stage. It ocicurredto the First Minister of France, 
th(i Duke do (Jhoiseul, that an alIian(*o with Sj)!iin would enable 
him either to obtain betten* conditions from Jbigland, or to 
renew the war with increased vigour. Spain wi\s (‘asily per- 
suaded to acquiesce in the d(\signs of Fran(M>, an 1 the two 
Bourbon kings entered into secret negotiations with each oth(‘r 
at the very time of IM. do Bussy s mission to the Court of 
yt. James’s. 

For the causes which led to the Family Com])act tlu^ histo- 
rian must be consulted;" 1 am only conctu-ned with the (‘Ifccts 
of this union between France and ypain upon the Government 
of England. J*itt rej(^ctod in high wrath the intrusion of tho 
most Catholic King, and demanded from the y])auish JMinisten' 
a disavowal! on tfio part of his court of the whole transaction. 
Failing to obtain the satisfaction he demanded, lie advised an 
immediate declaration of war against S[)ain.'' But only one 
member of the Cabinet went with him, his brother in-hnv Lord 
Temple ; and the rest i>rotested against what seemed to them 
a rash and unauthorised step, lie was left in a minority of the 
Cabinet he had so long guided ; he was treated by the IVesident 

“ See Lord vol. iv. pj). House of Lords, November 22, 1770 : 

24(>, for the negotiations for tlie Peace ‘Pari. Llist.’ vol. xvi. Lord Bute pro- 
of Paris luid the Family Coinjuiefc. nouncotl the Declaration “ livsli and 

“ On this in-inciplo,” that the first “ uuadvisable and the Duke of New- 
blow is often half the battle, said Lord casth; disapproved of it. There can be 
Chatham many years atterwards, “I j no doubt in this instance, jus in so many 
“ submitted my advice for an im- ' others, that the bold course was the 
“ mediate declaration of war to a prudent one. 

“ trembling Council.’’ — Debate in the 
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of the Council “ with hanglitinoss, which of all men he could 
least brook; and on tlie bth of October lie resigned his seals 
into the hands of the King. His Majesty was most gracious to 
the retiring minister, but he did not urge him to retain o/flco. 
Earl Teinp/o alone retired with his relative. 

The Earl of Egrewont received the vacant seals.'’ lie was a 
son of the celebrated Tory leader Sir William Wyndham, The 
] )uk(i of J led ford replaced Earl Teni2)lo as Privy Seal. 

No one probably, not even tlio favourite himself, exulted so 
iniich in Pitt's retirement as did the Lord High Treasurer. 
‘‘1 never saw,” says Sir George Colebroke, ‘‘the J>nko of New- 
“ castle in higher spirits than after ]\rr. Ih*tt, thwarh'd by tlio 
“ (\i])fnetin his jn’oposal of declaring war against S2)ain, had 
“ giv(m notice of resignation.” Lord I'albot, who, as a King’s 
Pri<‘nd, may have known what was lik(‘ly to hajjjum, advised his 
(irace “not to die for joy on tlie .’Monday, nor for fear on the 
‘‘ TiK'sday.” He had hop<‘(l on the witlidrawal of his great 
colleague to become in fmd what lie had been for live years in 
name only, head of the GoviTiiment. His ho2)es wia-e built on 
sand. Not la*, but Secretary Ihite, really conducted the business 
of 4 ho nation. In the original Cabin(.‘t his seat had not been 
n[)on roses, it was now even less easy, and imh^od would have 
been intolerabh^ to a less 2>achydermatous occu[)ier of it. To 
recitt^ the affronts which according to his own a(*count h(‘ 
endured would tax tlie iv^ader’s jiatienco. d'he King was “ bandy 
“civil to him ” while he clung to plac(‘, but “ very gracious when,” 


" Karl (Jran\illc, better kuown as 
Lord ('artend. 

^ Charles 'WyiKllinin, Earl of Kgrc- 
mont, according to Bisliop Xowtoii, 
‘ Jdfe and Anec(iotes,’ vol. i. p. S8, had 
ho “ entered earlier into biisine.«», might 
“ have made as consideralde a figure as 
“ his lather. Ho had seldom occasion 
to speak in Parliament, hjit, whenever 
“ he did speak, it was with great clear- 
ness, force, and energy, and he was 
“ thought very much to resemble his 
“ father in manner as well as good 
matter, having a catch and inipiedi- 

VOL. I. 


“ ment in his voice, iis Sir William 
Wyndham.” .rnnius admitted that, 
** iif»twithstanding his ])ride and Tory 
principles, ho had some I'lnglish stuff 
about liim.” — Letter to ]>nke of Bed- 
ford, Sept. 10, 17fi9. His answer to 
the Spanish Memoi ial, the principal act 
of Ins short official life, is creflitablo 
to Ids abilities. Horace Walpole, w'ho 
speaks disparagingly of liim, admits 
that ho had “ a great deal of humour.” 
Like his father, he died suddenly at 
the age of fifty-two. ( From ‘ Memoirs 
of Rockingham/ vol. i. p. .35.) 
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January, 1702, and its conquest was followed by that of the 
dependent isles, Grenada, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent, and the 
British standard supplanted the lilies of France in all the 
Caribbees. In the following siunraer Spain lost the Ilavanna, 
and in the autumn the Philippine Islands. She was further 
impoverished by the loss of an Acapulco galleon, the ‘San- 
tissima Trinidad,’ witli a cargo valued at three millions of 
dollars, and by the capture of a yet richer prize, the ‘ Hermione,’ 
bound from Jjima to Cadiz, which was taken off Capo St. 
Vincent, almost at the end of her voyage, by two English 
frigates. TJio only counterbalance that the subscribers to the 
hainily Cornpact could sliow for these disasters was a .brief 
occupation of St. John’s in Newfoundland by the French, and 
the conquest of the Portuguese colony of Sacramento, on the 
Kio do la llata, by the Sj)aniards. S])ain, indeed, had a better 
bargain than Franco, for St. John’s did not repay the cost of 
tak’ing it, while at Sacramento some British shq)8 and mer- 
chandise of considerable value fell into the captors’ hands. 

Had any loss unpoimlar minister been the framer of the 
Peace of Paris, he would have been greeted with the thanks 
and applause of tlie country; for, brilliant and in some respects 
rehiunerating as the war since 1757 had proved, England, as 
well as Euro]>c, was growing weary of it. But in the eyes of 
Englishmen, Lord Bute — the Scotchiuan, the favourite, the 
supjdaiiter of their darling — could not do right, and his Peace, 
as it was reproachfully torjiied, exposed him to fresh and more 
virulent animadversion than ever. The minister’s unpopularity 
was shared by the King. In Parliament indeed the Peace was 
carried by large majorities — 319 members voted for the pre- 
liminaries, and only 65 against them.’^ 

His Budget, but for one unlucky ai'ticle of it, might not have 
excited any remarkable disapprobation. The war had rendered 


» The preliminaries of Lord Bute's treaty was signed on the 10th of 
Peace were arranged at Fontainebleau, Febriuuy, ITO'j. 
novemher 3rd, 1702 ; the definitive 
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some now taxes indispensable, and the demands of the Clian- 
eellor of the Exchequer were, under the eircumstaiKies, not 
exorbitant. The supplies he asked for amounted to 13,522,039i, 
and tlio means of raising them were, in addition to the usual 
taxes, taking two millions out of the Sinking Fund, striking one 
million eight hundred thousand pounds in h^xchequer Bills, 
borrowing two millions eight hundred thousand pounds on 
annuities, and two lotteries producing seven hundred thousand 
pounds. 'J'o j)ay the interest on this loan additional duties 
were laid uj)on foreign wiiu's, and this impost it seems was not 
much resented; but a duty upon cider inflamed tlic western 
coui^ic's, and offended, through a kind of sympathy, the ale and 
be(?r drinkers of England, whose potations also had recently 
b(Mm taxed. It was well, so thought tlie economists of that 
day, to raise the duties on the wiiu's of Burgundy and Spain, 
sinc(‘ the price paid for them helped to enrich the enemies of 
this (jountry, and every foreigner, (.‘specially if not a Protestant 
in creed, was, in the eyes of all true Britons in tlie 18th 
century, a foe. But to tax the native growth of the soil could 
be justified only by the strongest necessity, by some great 
natictlial crisis, by the Uutch in the Jlcdway, or the Spaniard 
ill the narrow seas. And who was the author of this odious 
imposition? A minister who, if he had his deserts, instead 
of being paramount at St. James’s, would have either been in 
the Tower, or transported for his manifold offences to his own 
barren and b(‘ggarly native land! Was Walpole’s excise for- 
gotten ?“ Had not the cider-land, once tlie home and haunt of 
loyalty, been driven to the verge of rebellion by a similar 
attempt to ruin her? The duty on cider was indeed passed 
by a corrupt and obsecpiious Parliament ; but it added, in public 
estimation, one more crime to the long account of the Earl 
of Bute. 

At an earlier period in this reign the Favourite of the King 
had assailed the Favourite of the People by a host of scribes 


17 13. For Walpole’s Excise Scheme, sco Lord Mahon, vol. ii. p. 159, foil. 
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paid to attack liis war, liis profusion, and liaughtiness;'" Bute 
and Dodington commenced a paper-war against I'itt, by putting 
fortli small pamphlets and handbills, and other darts of Billipiit, 
against the ministerial Gulliver. The policy of Bute in 1701-2 
was advocated by tlie ‘ Auditor,’ conducted by Murphy, and the 
‘Briton,’ conducted by Smollett. In Juno, 1702, appeared 
the first number of the celebrated ‘North Briton,’ destined to 
produce consequences far more important than those for which 
it was originally intended — consequences nearly affecting, on 
the one hand, the privilege of rarliainent, and, on the other, the 
liberties of th(3 people. 

Amid these distractions the Earl suddenly resigned, miy:?h to 
the amazement of the whole nation, and it is said of the King 
also. The plea for his retirement was, that his health was no 
longer equal to the fatigues of business: the true reason for it 
may have been that which he assigned himself in a letter to one 
of his friends: — 

Hingle in a Cabinet of my own forming; no aid in the 
“ House of Lords to support me, except two Beers (Denbigh and 
“ iVunfret) ; both the Secretaries of State (Lords Egremont 
“ and Halifax) silent; and the Lord Chief Justice (Mansfield), 
“ whom I myself brought into office, voting for me and yet 
“ speaking against me — the ground 1 tread upon is so hollow 
“ that I am afraid not only of falling myself, but of involving 
“ my Jioyal Master in my ruin. It is time for me to retire.”'* 
With Lord Bute retired from the House of Commons both 
Dashwood and Fox, the one becoming Lord Lo Despenser, the 


“ The stories told of Loi'd Cliathain’s 
hauj^htincss would be iucvedible were 
they not well attested. He never per- 
mitted his Undcr-Socretarics of State 
to he seated in his presence. (Sea- 
ward’s ‘Anecdotes/ vol. ii. 

“No less eminent a naval ciiai'acter 
“ than Lord Anson, as well as Ids 
“ jvtnior lords [of the Admiralty], wjis 
“ ohli;;od to sign the naval orders issued 
“ hy Mr. Pitt, while the writing wjus 
“ eoYored o\er fioni their eyes!" — 
Lord Brougham, ‘ {Sketches/ &c., first 


scries, vol. i. p. 24. 

^ Adolphus, vol. i. p. 117. The 
historian attempts to show that the 
Earl was not a political monster, 
“nulla vii-tutc rcdemptiim,* p. 1 14 foil. 
Viscount Itoyston, in a letter to the 
Earl of Hardwicke, April 11, 170*5, 
says, “The alarms of Lord Bute’s 
I “ family about his personal safety are 
i “ reported here to bo the immediate 
j “ cause of his sudden .abdication." — 
I ‘ Memoirs of Uockingham,’ vol. i. p* 
‘ n;5. 
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other Lord Holland, and consequently tlio Cabinet was oneo 
again remodelled. 

We have not the means for ascertaining wkether the King de- 
plored the loss of his earli(‘st adviser, or, having begun to think 
and act for himself, were glad to be released from a mayor of the 
[)alace. Accordijig to a general rumour of the time, Lord Lute, 
when he gave up the seals of the Treasury, did not resign his 
participation in the lioyal counsels. The Whigs of all deno- 
minations, Chatham and his brother-in-law especially, long 
continued to fancy, or to pretend, that the Jlinister and the 
Sovereign corresj)onded I'requently with each other, and met 
occasionally by stejdth; nor was it considered, as the ])ublic 
interest was concerned, beneath the dignity of men in Jiigh 
rank and station to set spi('s upon the late favourite’s move- 
ments. Political fictions are often supposed to be justified by 
the motives of them ; and years after the Earl had to all appear- 
ance, at ](\ast to the profane and vulgar, buried himself in retire- 
ment, JMinisters murmured in Parliament or remonstrated in 
the closet against a ‘‘ secret influence behind the throne.” The 
mystery will perha])S never be cleared up. The assertion will 
contiuiio to bo re})cated by those who believe in tlie profound 
dissimulation of the King, and will be disregarded by those who 
credit him with probity. So far as silence goes, the evidence 
of these Letters is unfavourable to the theory of such wjluence. 
With these Letters indeed before us, it seems more in accord- 
ance with the Koyal disposition to believe that favouritism — liis 
friendship for Lord North must not be dishonoured by that 
term — was not likely to bo among George III.’s failings. He 
had more of the oak than the reed in his nature. He was in- 
clined, often unfortunately for himself and liis peo])lc, to be his 
own counsellor-in-chi(.‘f. He was, there is every riiason to believe, 
quite sincere when he tlircatened to return to his Electorate 
rather than abandon his purpose or prejudices as King of Eng- 
land.'^ Hy the time of Lord Hute's resignation he had gained 


TIic Into Lord Holland, ‘ Memorials says, “ The present King, George IV., 

and Correspondence of Fox,’ vol.i.p. 287, “told me a stoi7 of his father’s plan 
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somo experience in business; he daily relied more and more 
upon himself ; he saw, or fancied lie saw, more clearly into the 
mechanism and motives of parties, and, to judge from his corre- 
spondence, the improve iiient of his vision did not increase his 
resp(}(;t for public men generally, lly this time he fully acted 
upon tlic sound Iloratian maxim — “ Vitanda cst improba Siren — 
Besidiay Washington and Wellington were not more punctual 
in their habits, or patient of details, tlian George III. He 
came, indeed, of a puiuttual stock. The first George distributed 
liis time with tlio precision of a piece of machinery, and the 
second was so njgular in liis habits as scarcely ever to de- 
viate from his daily-lx^aton track.‘^ His correspondence shows 
that, if ho were ever ignorant of daily events, it was not /or 
want of due or minute inquiries. Perhaps Lord North may 
have slumbered the more in the House to make up for the 
breaking of his natural rest by incessant notes, letters, and 
iu(‘ssag(}8 from his alert and wakeful master. 

It is remarkable, both as a sign of his domestic habits, and of 
the manners of that time in comparison with the pfcs(*nt, that 
so busy and so curious a man should never have manifested any 
desire for seeing Iiis own dominions. Hanoverian propensities 
he Jiad none, and indeed in those days a visit to the Electorate 
was not an easy, nor always a safe adventure. The age of 
tourists liadnot arrived,’’ and neither Ireland, nor even Scotland, 
in the 18th century presented many attractions for royal or 
noble travellers — not in search of the picturesque. But the 
King was almost as unacquainted with Jhiglaiid itself as with 


of retiring to Huiiover, and described 
witli more humour than filial rever- 
ence his arrangement of the details, 
especially of tlie liveries and drosses. 
The period of these strange fancies 
was, I think, that of Lord George 
Gordon’s ri ds, not of the fall of the 
North ministry — perhaps ho might 
have talked of such a project on both 
oectusions, and ho was more likely to 
communicate his lialf-formed inten- 
tions to his son in 1780 than in 


• It was the King’s invariable prin- 
ciple that it is system only which can 
carry a man successfully through the 
aHairs of life ; ivid once being asked 
howono of his uunisters could possibly 
get through such a mass of business, 
he replied, “ tie acts as I do ; ho always 
** finishes one thing before he begins 
“ another.” Comp. Lord Mahon for 
the punctuality of George I. and II. 

^ Gibbon, ‘ Memoirs of Life and 
Writings,’ p. 51, Dr. Smith’s ed. 
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Ill's nortliern, his western, or his foreign dominions. Ilis longer 
journeys were to liis favourite bathing-place, Weymouth ; twice 
he went to Portsmouth, to rouse up at a pressing moment the 
Lords of the Admiralty, or loitering dockyard-men and post- 
captains ; and once he meditated a migration to the episcopal 
city of Worcester — but that was at a later day, when Na- 
poleon I. was expected on this side of the Channel. Ordinarily, 
however, he moved from the Queen’s House in London to 
W’^indsor Castle, or from tlie palace at Kew to the 2)alacc at Itich- 
nioncl, just as Dr. and Mrs. Jh-imroso migrated from the blue bed 
to the brown, or as the doughty Major Sturgeon marched from 
Ealing to Acton and from Acton to Ealing. The circle of the 
royal excursions may have been cahuilated upon a scale of 
distance from the Treasury and the powers of well-mounted 
messengers to convey despatches to and fro. 8uch parsi- 
mony in motion had at least an imperial precedent. “The 
tranquil life of Antoninus Pius was si)ent in the bosom of 
Italy; and, during the twenty-three years that he directed 
“ tlio piiblid administration, the longest journeys of that amiable 
priiK'c extended no fiirther than from his palace in Kome to 
“ the retirement of Jiis Lanuvian villa.” ^ 

The King’s activity in business arose jxartly from a strong if 
not jn enlightened sense of duty to his people, and jmrtly from 
tlie ideas he had imbibed from his mother or his instructors of 
his own prerogative. He had been bred in the faith that the 
s<jvereigii of a great nation ought not to be a mere name or a 
cipher in public affairs. He had before him the cxamj^les of 
two ruling as well as reigning monarchs, in Erederick of Prussia 
and in Maria Theresa, to whom even their enemies gave the 
name of Great, and a warning against royal indolence and 


“ 177:{-8. See Keppel’s ‘ Life of 
Viscount Keppel/ vol. ii. p. 21. The 
royal visit did not escai)e the satirical 
Mason, ‘Heroic Epistle to Sir 
M illiaiii Chambers, Knight — 

•• 1 lu TO shall ho soo, as other folks have seen, 

1 h.it shij>8 hiivo anchors and that seas arc 
green ; 


“Slnill count the tackling trim, the streamfrs 
fine, 

“ With nnul>ha\v prattle, and with Sandwich 
dine ; 

“ And then row hack, amidst the cannons’ roar, 

“ As safe, as sage, as wln n he left the sljorc.” 

ejibbon, * D. and F.’ vol. i. p. 144. 
Dr. Smith’s ed. 1854. 
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apathy in Louis XV., tlio tool of his ministers, his courtiers, 
and liis mistresses. lie did not draw the distinction between 
a (constitutional and a despotic government, and he may have 
ncllected tliat liis predecess(jrs had set him an exami)lo of 
activity. William III. was his own Foreign Secretary, and 
neitlier of the first two Hanoverian Kings had brooked minis- 
terial or parliamcntaiy iutcrferenco, in any largo measure, with 
their relations to (lerman politics. Tlie cares they bestowed on 
their patrimonial dominions George III. directed to the land of 
his birth, and during the earlier portion of his reign he inter- 
posed in the affairs of Government more than any Prince who 
had occupied the British throng since our monarchy was ad- 
mitted to be a limited one, and Ministers to be responsible for 
the acts of the Crown. 

liis idea of his own prerogative, however unsound in theory, 
or unfortunate, as it proved to be, in practice, must not indeed 
be confounded with the selfish aspirations of the Stuart Kings of 
this country. According to the light that was in him, George III. 
loved liis people, well, if not wisely. No amount of provocation 
would have brought Iiim to go to the House of Commons to 
arrest any of its members ; no distress or despair of getting 
his will obeyed would have made him become a pensioner 
of France. His pertinacity was displayed, most unseasonably 
indeed f in his stubborn refusal to violate his Coronation Oath 
by relieving his Jioman Catholic subjects from their disabilities. 
But had lie subscribed, as Charles II. did, A Declaration from 
Br(‘da,” ho would not, like him, have departed from his word. 

To a king sincerely attached to his people, and such I believe 
George HI. to have boon, — to a prince brought up from his 
tender years to tliiiik that a king should exert as well as pos- 
sess authority, — the idea of power to do what he thought good 
and to hinder what ho thought evil presented irresistible at- 
tractions ; nor can I subscribe to the doctrines of such historians 
as represent George III. deliberately aspiring to put himself 
above the laws. Neither can I blame him, in the early days 
of his reign, for his desire to conciliate all classes of his subjects. 
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and to welco7no lioinc a^ain dissidents from the Ifanoveriiin 
sii(*(5ossioii. He had been taught, erroneously and ]>erhaps 
lactiously, to regard his predecessors as bondmen to their 
advisers, aial their ero\vn and dignity impaired by the assum|> 
tion and arrogance of a few potent families. lV*rliaps uncon- 
sciously for a while he submitted to a similar de{)endence on Lord 
Bute, but we must remember his age, liis relations for many 
years to that un])opular tutor, his sudden removal from the 
seclusion and intrigues of Carlton House to tlie authority and 
seeming liberty of a crown. His mistake, and it was a chronic 
one, or rather his misfortune, was, that as his experience was 
enlarged he failed to profit by its lessons. He never under- 
stood that, in a country where the King can do no wrong, the 
King must act through his responsible advisers. Sancho s 
homely proverb — ^'ni quite Rey,ni pongo liey,” reversed, might 
have been profitably meditated upon by George III. Ho 
should liave abstained, however irksome such restraint might 
have been, from making and unmaking administrations. 

In the present day Parliament controls the advisers of the 
(Jrown, and the voice of the nation controls Parliament. But 
ill 17(i0 and for some years onward these salutary checks did 
not exist. I'he House of Commons was indeed sujirome in the 
Siate, but it did not represent, neither was it really responsible 
tOj the niition, A much loss shrewd observer of tho times than 
George III. might have discerned the advantage be was not 
slow to detect. Nothing, as regards tlio following Letters, is 
more remarkable than tho weakness of Opposition, considering 
the ability and eloquence of its members, or than tho strength 
of (Jovernment, considering, es])ecially during the contest with 
Wilkes and America, its feebleness in debate or the unliajipiness 
of its imnisures.' It was a contest in which Lycas long prevailed 
over Hercules. In the first place, the fourth estate of the realm, 
as it is now not unhappily called, did not exist. The political 
press dealt in libels on persons, but not in any large or consistent 
principles on either side. The power of the ‘North Briton’ 
and of Junius Wiis that of the libeller only. ^Ve may marvel 
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at the weakness of the earlier, and applaud the force of the 
later, of these party-gladiators ; but we shall find in the pages 
of neither of them anything like a fair or trustworthy exposition 
of principles. In the next place, until the year 1769? though 
ther (3 had often been ebullitions of 2 )opular wrath, there had been 
no organised public meetings declaratory of popular opinion on 
the measures of Government. Parliament, accordingly, alone 
dictated or restrained the Crown and its advisors ; and if they 
could affect the construction of Parliament, by direct or in- 
direct influence, whether it were by territorial power, or by 
means even less respectable, a ministry might retain place long 
ilftor they had offended the nation, and the King might bend 
to hk will the very men whose duty it was to guide and some- 
times to thwart his ])ersonal wishes. In the period at which 
tliese Letters were written, we shall find abundant proof that 
tlie King often ruled his Ministers, that his Jlinisters were all- 
])owcrful in Parliament, and that the nation, until its mis- 
fortunes aroused it, looked calmly on a game in which it was 
not suffered nor indeed eager to join. 

The s(‘als of tlie Earl of Bute were traiisferred to Mr. George 
Grenville, who combined the offices of First Lord of the Treasury 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer. Lords Egremont and Halifax 
continued Secretaries of State." Ihe Earl of Sandwich was 
made First Jjord of the Admiralty. The reader will not need 
to be reminded that this Administration was celebrated for its 
prosecution of John Wilkes and for the Stamp Act; the former 
of which caused a kind of civil war in London and the adjacent 
counties, while the latter led to the revolt and independence of 
our American colonies. 

Idle Grenville Administration Lord J^Iacaulay is “inclined to 
“ think on the whole the worst which has governed England 
“ since the Kevolution.’’ He classes its acts under two heads — 

» Oftliotliree — Grenville, Egremont, , “ably, and only wanted matter and 
Halifax — “Lord Halifax was by far ! “ argument, lie tiinicd at virtues ho 
“ the weakest, at the same time most ! “ could not support, or rather was 
“amiable man. His pride, like Lord i “ carried away by his vices than sensible 
“ Egremoiit’s, taught him much civil- I “ of them.” 

“ ity. Ho spoke readily and agree- 
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outrages on the liberty of the people, and outrages on the 

dignity of the Crown.”* Its offences to tlie nation belong to 
history ; its demeanour to the King alone concerns the present 
sketch. 

George III. had been eager to emancipate himself from what 
he regarded as the thraldom of his grandfather, but ho soon 
discovered that he had rather lost than gained, so far as re- 
garded his personal comfort at least, by the change. He had 
murmured at a rod, and he had now got a scorpion. The Whig 
or perhaps tlie composite Srinistry of Pitt and Ncw^castle liad 
made tlie Crown j^o])ular with the nation, and tlie nation re- 
spected, or at lenst feared, in Europe; and thus had it contributed 
to the favour with which the Kin;!; was greeted on his accession. 
They, AvliiJc maintaining the principles which had seated his 
family on the throne, had not encroached on the Itoyal Pre- 
rogative ; they did not inflame his motrojxilitan city against 
him, neitlior bring riotous mobs to his palace gates. They 
may have disajipraved of certain appointments in his household, 
but they did not treat him in his closet with rigour or thinly- 
veiled contempt. 

G(?orge (iienville was out of his right place, lie would have 
Ikmui an admirable Speaker for the House of Commons, for, 
sin(^e Onslow r(‘tii’ed, no one was so well ac(piaint(?d as ho with 
the lilies, forms, and precedents of Parliament, Put thii virtues 
of a S[)oaker may be vices in a Chancellor of the Excheipief 
or a First Lord of the Treasury. The idol of Grenville was 
routine, and the incense he offered to it — the prosecution of 
\\ ilkes and the taxation of America — emdangered the very fane 
in which he worshiptied. 

In the temjiers of the King and his new' Prime iMinister there 
were certain points in common, and they were far from pro- 
ductive of mutual harmony. Each was remarkably sidf-confident 
and obstinate ; neither of them could endure opposition. Each 
w as disposed to strong measures : the main difference bi;tween 

'' Edinburgh Review, October, 1844. Comp. 'Memoirs of Rockingham,* vol. i. 

p. 
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them being, that with the King the instrument was Prerogative, 
with the Jrinister the supreme authority of Parliament, Ot 
the two tlie Kin^ was tlio less tyrannical, siiice he would con- 
cede something to the otlier estates of Iiis realm ; whereas the 
Minister aspired to make the House of (Jommons predominant 
r>vcr both the Sovereign and his people. 

(leorgo III. when he handed over the seals to Grenville 
probably rcgardotl him as the nominee of the favourite, and 
perhaps Lord Lute also was under a similar delusion. IJut 
both of them liad mistaken the character of the man they had 
j>rcferred. lie was anytliing rather tluin the oHicial drudge 
ho had hitherto passed for. lie had too . much ambition, too 
good an opinion of hims(df, to be anybody’s tool ; h^ast of all 
that of such a ministerial novice as Lord Ihito must have 
appeared to him. 'Idio one had scarcely served any apprentice- 
ship at all to public business ; the other was of the forms of 
business all compact. The one acted by and through those 
l^arliamentary Praetorians, the Iving’s I'ricnds — ho being the 
prefect of the royal guard ; the other, not finding on the 
journals of eitlua* Lords or ( 'onimons precedents for such a 
scpiadron, 'stood sullenly aloof from them. Loth indeed had 
this quality in common — dedianco of public opinion ; but Bute 
aimed at enabling the King to rule as well as reign ; Grenville 
strove for the absolutism of Parliament. 'J’hc people weighed 
equally in the scales of each of these Ministers. They were 
(‘ousidered by them indeed as the source of power, but they 
had parted with their birthright ; they had delegated that power 
to their repriisentatives. The Vox Dei had been promoted 
from the streets and fields to a rather dingy chamber in the 
palace of Westminster. 

The King may at times have been hurt by the language of* 
the Whigs, and by their [>retensions to form his household 
exclusively; but until the Grenville Administration, he had 
never been aggrieved by lectures in liis closet. This was another 
“hard condition, twin-born with greatness;” and there was a 
Pollux as well as a Castor of boredom, for liord Teni])le was as 
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solemn and verbose as his brother George. Pitt, whom the 
King bad resolved never again to call to his side, was more 
than civil, since be was subservient and even supple in the 
presence of inajosty ; and Newcastle, tliougli be might irritate 
his Majesty’s nerves by being always too late for liis appoint- 
ments, and by his fidgeting when he came to tlio closet, was 
a tolerable evil in comparison with tliis pair of political pedants. 

I lad Dogberry been in office in 17C3, he would have said, ‘‘ Were 
“ I as tedious as t/ai Grenvilles'' instead of using tlie libellous 
comparison ascribed to him. 

Tor nearly two years his Jilajesty was grieved with this gene- 
ration of ]\Iinisters. lie may have been gratilied by the ])er- 
siMMition of Wilkes and the depriving Conway of his regiment. 
1I(' may have been pleased also at the sudden and not satis- 
factorily ex[)lained drooping of opposition. lie may have 
consolrd himself in his trials with the knowhslgo that his liatred 
of the (trenvilles was shared by his court and pcojde, 

'rh(‘. [H)or young King’s persecution was twofold. The Gron- 
vilh‘s were frugal of money and lavish of words. The King 
wished, and not unreasonably, that his town iwsidence — the 
(Queen’s House — should be exempt from observation, and asked 
for a few thousand })oiinds to purchase some fields wi^stward of 
his gardens. Jlis rerpiest was, it is said, churlishly refused ; 
and the gardens were speedily overlooked by not the least 
cmious class of mankind, the servants occuj)ying the uj)p(‘r 
rooms of the houses that sprang up in the neighbourhood. J>ut 
oven this nuisance was tolerable when compared with Gr(‘nvilhi 
or his brother, or both at once, in the royal closet. A few' 
springs and summers W'ould screen the Koyal pair by growing 
tr(‘es and shrubs ; but no sccason afforded a shelter against his 
ministerial tormentors. Among the jdagiies of Egypt, none 
s(*em to have more deeply annoyed Pharaoh than the })lagues 
ol frogs and Hies in his chamber. Perhaps ho might have been 
(‘ven more seriously distressed had he been forced to listen to 
harangues two houi’S long from his chief baker and his chi(*f 
butler. 
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The decease of Lord Egremont in August, 1763, led to some 
changes in the Grenville Cabinet, but, as they did not in any 
way affect its policy, we may pass on to the next administration 
of this reign. 

By death, by absorjjtion into a semi-Tory ministry, if not 
into the Tory ranks, or by enlistment among the King’s Friends, 
the Whig parly in 1765 was materially thinned in number, 
whih) its opponents were proportion ably reinforced. . The 
Grenvilles failed in attracting Pitt to their side, and the King, 
worn out by tlieir closet-lectures anti other slow tortures of the 
kind, called to bis aid his uncle the Duke of (himberland, and 
intrusttid him with tlie formalion of a now Cabinet. In dis- 
missing the Grenvilles, I may sum nj) their measures under 
two lieads, — tlie parliamentary oxjnilsion of Wilkes, and the 
parliamentary taxation of America— both equally beneficial to 
tlie intert'sts of the country. The country on its part mani- 
fested its sense of the character of this Administration by hail- 
ing its dissolution with groat and general joy. 

Pitt, who had been applied to by the King to modify or 
invigorate the failing Grenville party, proving quite impracti- 
cable, although all his demands were granted, and his demands 
were neither few nor slight, George III. cons(;nted to negotiate 
with another section of the Whigs. The Duke of Cumberland 
applied to the veteran Newcastle, nothing loth to bo again 
consulted, and whose great parliamentary interest rendered him, 
at any crisis, second in importance to Pitt alone. lie did not 
prove impracticable, but joined the ducal mediator in addressing 
himself to the more gcimino section of the Whigs, and on the 
15th of July, 1765, a new Ministry was formed. The ]\rarquis 
of llockingham was placed at the head of the Treasury ; Genend 
Conway, as one of the Secretaries of State, was intrusted with 
the management of the House of Commons ; the other Secretary 
being the Duke of Grafton. Mr. Dowdeswell became Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. The Duke of Newcastle contented himself 
with the Privy Seal ; Chief-Justice Pratt was raised to the peer- 
age with the title of Baron Camden, and this, of all the new 
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preferments, was the most popular at the moment. Lord 
I [ai court left his embassy at Paris to become Lord liieutenant 
of Ireland. Lord Egmont and the Marquis of Granby were 
respectively at the heads of the Admiralty and the Ordnance, 
and the Earl of Nortliington, late I^ord Henley, was T.ord 
Cliancellor. 

The praises of the llockingham Whigs are immortalised by 
the. pen of Edmund Burke, and though, as the friend and private 
secretary of their leader, they wear the aspect of panegyric, 
tliev do not, if we consider the 2 )riiicij)Ies and measures of this 
party, exceed the limits of truth. Among the faithless tliey 
alone stood faithful to the political cre(‘d of tlie A\'liigs of K]88 
— ^the creed of Comers ami Locke, of Stanhope and Walpole, 
of Carti‘ret and Pitt. 

“ They,” the Hockingliam Whigs, says Ihirke," in liis niastcrl) 
summary of their bri(*f tenure of oflice, ‘^treated their Sovereign 
“ with d<‘ccncy, >\ith reverence. They <liscountenanced, and it is 
“ hoped for ever abolished, the dangerous and unconstitutional 
practice of removing military otlicers for their votes in Parlia- 
“ inent. They firmly adhered to those friends of liberty who 
“ had run all hazards in its cause, and providecF for them in 
V [)reference to every other claim. 

“ With the Earl of Hute they had no j^ersoiial connection, 

“ no correspondence of councils. They neither courted him 
“ nor persecuted him. 'fhoy [)ractised Jio eorru])tion, nor were 
‘‘ they even sus[)ected of it. They sold no ofllces. They 
“ ol)tained no reversions or pensions, either in coming or going 
out, for themselves, their families, or their dependants. In 
‘‘ the 2)ros(;cutioii of their measures they w(*re travers(3d by an 
“ o])position of placemen and 2 )ensioncrs. I'h(;y were suj)porte<l 
“ by the confidence of the nation. And having ladd their 
‘‘ ofiices und<*r many diflieulties and discouragements, th(3y left 
them at the express cojnmand, as they had accepted them at 
tlie eariu‘st request, of thoir Royal master.” 


VOL. I. 


Si'o ‘ ]V[einoirs of Rorkingliain,’ vol. i. p. ‘iTo. 
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There seemed a reasonable hope that such an administration 
would prove stable, for it contained in it the elements of ability 
and principle. Than its head there was not to be found among 
Lords or Commons of England a more honest, a more honour- 
able, or a botter-intentioned man. By his talents and demean- 
our, as well as by his [)rivate virtues. General Conway was 
well fitted for his place, and, so far as official ability was con- 
cerned, tlic Duke of Grafton was no unworthy co-mate. Yet 
in some respects tlio Bockingham ministry was infelicitous. 1. 
It did not possess, nor could it gain, the conMenco of Pitt, and 
without his confidence it seems that no ministry could then 
reckon upon length of days. 2. It lost in the October sue- 
cceding its formation one of its main props, both in the royal 
closet and in Parliament, for in that month the hero of 
Cullodcn was rehiased from an existence of much suffering. 

The King was at no moment sincere in his dealings with it. 

4. It had traitors in its camp, Lord Chancellor Northington 
among them : and lastly, the Jlanpiis of Bockingham was 
devoid of some of the requisites for an effective First Lord of 
the Treasury 

“ Lord Bohkingham,^’ writes his biographer,^ possessed by 
“ nature a calm mind and a clear intellect, a warm benevolent. 

“ heart, of whicli amiable and conciliatory maimers were the 
“ indexi lie was imbued with sound views of the constitution, 

“ and with a firm resolution to make those principles the guide 
of his actions. If eloquence were the solo criterion of a 
great leader or a great minister, Bockingham would have 
but small claims to such a title. The malady which consigned 
“ him to the tomb, wlien he was little more than fifty years of 


• The causes of tlie failure of the 
llockiughnui Wliigs in office are traced 
by the late Mr. Wiiigrovo Cook, ‘ Hist 
of riu’ty,’ vol. iii. p. 74 ; by Lord 
Mahon, vol. v. p. 110, wlio de.'^cribes 
the Cabinet as composed “in i)art of ] 
“ worn-out veterans, and in part of i 
“ raw recruits.” Nothing however 
damaged them so much as Pitt’s denial 


of his confitlcnco, since it rendered the 
country indifferent to the miiiistiy, 
and stimulated the court party to eoin- 
bine and vote against them. Of the 
lving’.s aversion to them there is no 
question. 

Lord Albemarle, ^ Memoirs of 
Rockingham,’ vol. i. [>. 140. 
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“ age, had imparted to his frame a sensibility of nerve which 
“ only extraordinary occasions enabled him to overcome.*^ ITo 
‘‘ was a hesitating and inelegant debater. His speeches, like 
“ those of the late liord Althorp, commanded attention, not 
“ from the enthusiasm aroused by the persuasive arguments of 
‘‘ the orator, but from the confidence ])laced in the thorough 
integrity and good sense of the man. He stood in a similar 
relation to a great minister — to a Fox, a Hrcy, or a Itussc^il — 
‘‘ which an able chamber-counsel bears to an Erskine. Ho 
lacked the outward graces. Ho possessed the inward power, 

“ If success in jmblic measures ho a test of ability, Rockingham 
“ stood ])re-eminent. In no one year between the Itevolutioii 
‘‘ an*l the Reform Rill were so many immunities gained for the 
])eople, or, more properly speaking, so many breaches in the 
(\)nstitution repjiircd, as in what was contcunjituously called 
“ his ‘ Lutestring Administration.’” 

Jh*tt’s distrust of this administration is ac(*ountcd among his 
faults by Jaord i\laeaulay. “We believe,” ho says, ‘'that he 
“ had in his*j)Ower to give the victory either to the Whigs or 
‘ to the King’s Friends, If he had allied himself closely with 

* Lord Rockingham, what could the court have done? Thenj 
‘ would have bo(m only one alternative, the Whigs or Clren- 

* ville^ and there could bo no doubt what the King’s choice 
‘ would be. He still remembered, as well ho might, with the 

* utmost bitterness, the thrahloai from ^^llich his uncle had 
‘ freed him, and said about this time, with great vehemence, 

‘ that he would sooner see the devil come into his closet tlniii 
' ( Jrenville. 

“ And what was there to prevent Pitt from allying himself 
"with liord Rockingham? On all the most important (pi(‘S- 
' tions their views were the same. They had agreed in con- 
‘ demning the Stamp Act, th(i general warrant, the seizure of 
‘ papers. 1'he points on which they differed wrao few and 

In l7G(i Lord Ilockinghain, writing sioii occujnes my mind RO much that 
<» Charles Vorke, Jan. ll,s;iyR, ""The "* I can hardly remember {uiything,” 

‘ oo!itinual hurry from tlic hit« ocra- ‘ McnioirR,’ vol. i. p. 2G7. 
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“ unimportant. In integrity, in disinterestedness, in hatred 
of corruption, they resembled each other. Their personal 
. ‘‘ interests could not clash. They sat in different Houses ; and 
“ Pitt had always declared that nothing should induce him to 
“ be the First Lord of the Treasury. 

“ If the opportunity of forming a coalition beneficial to the 
“ State and liononrablo to all concerned was suffered to escape, 
“ the fault was not with the Whig ministers. They behaved 
“ towards I’itt with an obsequiousness which, had it not been 
“ the effect of sincere admiration and of anxiety for the 
“ public interests, might have been justly called servile. They 
“ re[)eatedly gave him to understand that, if he chose to join 
“ their ranks, they were ready to receive him, not as an 
associate, hut as a leader. They had proved their respect for 
" him by bestowing a peerage on the person who at that time 
‘‘ enjoyed the largest share of his confidence, Chief-Jiistico 
Pratt. What then was there to divide Pitt from the Whigs? 

‘‘ What, on the other hand, was there in common between him 
and the King’s Friends, that he should lend himself to their 
“ purposes ; ho who had never owed anything to flattery or 
“ intrigue ; ho whose eloquence and independent spirit had 
“ overawed two generations of slaves and jobbers ; he who had 
“ twice been forced by tlu^ enthusiasm of an admiring nation 
“ on a reluctant jirincc ? ” * 

For the King’s distrust of his present mmisters it is easy to 
account, lie had no hold .upon them. I'hey were not accessible to 
smooth speeches and smiles at the levee ; they were indifierent 
to pensions and deaf to promises; they were not envious or 
jealous of one another.^' Over the majority of this small but 
compact band the usual arts of court-intrigue wore powerless. 
Men who, like Charles Townshond, had been of every party 
and cared for nom^, or, like the Chancellor Northington, were 


« ‘Edinburgh Roviow/ October, 18-14. and envious ; the Chatham Whigs and 

This remark applies only to the the Rockingham curdling but not 

first Rockingham ministry. The incni- coalescing in the inixturc. 
iu'rs of the Sfrimd/ui 178‘2, jealous 
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the King’s confidential friends, might indeed be assailed on the 
side of ambition, but were impregnable on that of corruption. 
Xo Kigbys, Jenkinsons, Eobiiisons, or Dysons ranged themselves 
beside Lord Kockingham. The King’s present ministers did 
not, like the Grenvilles, bait him in his privy-cliamber, but 
they constrained him to set his seal to unpalatable measures. 
'Diey made concessions where he was disposed to resist ; they 
were stubborn wliere he was inclined to yield. Again ho saw, 
or fancied that he saw. Whig meshes closing around liim, an 
oligarcliy once again hedging in the Crown, and his labour of 
five years threatened with destruction. 

On the other hand, it must be owned that the Kockingham 
ministry was a feeble one. It wanted the currus ct arma of 
cluqiwuco iind coiruptiou, thou the only lovers in Pnrliamout 
Conwiiy wns a bravo sold ior but a timid debater ; the Duke of 
Grafton was not an (‘arnest second to his (diief. ]3arre, no 
mean anbigonist, opposed the (Jovernment in the Coniinons, and 
Kilt was as formidable as ever, whether sarcastically complain- 
ing of its weakness, or sitting contemptuously silent. Consider- 
ing, hijwever, that tliey possessed the confidence neither of the 
h('ad of the Court-j)arty nor of the head of the people, that 
tliey represented only one of the Wliig sections, and that tiny 
were particularly obnoxious to the country gentlemen, the 
Hockingham Administration must be accounted successful in 
the measures which they carried during their brief tenure of 
ollict‘.‘'‘ They soothed America by repealing the Stamp Act; 
they healed the breaches which had been made in the Constitu- 
tion by divesting general warrants of their sting. 

In their conduct to Pitt the Kockingham Whigs were irre- 
proachable. ddioy were not merely considerate, they were 
obscejuious. The jniblic interests were at stake, and tlicy con- 
ceded to him even more perhaps than he had a right to require. 
They incited him to become their leader in deed if not in name. 


* Thc.se mca.sures indeed were iden- Pitt when applied te in thitj yciir to re- 
tical with the eonditioiia demanded by form the Cabinet. 
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They made his most trusted friend, Chief-Justice Pratt, a ]ieer ; 
they treated him with almost popular homage. They condoned 
his few foibles out of res[)eet to his sterling virtues. If admitted 
into the Cabinet, he would, they had every reason to cxpe(d, be 
diflicult to lead, perhaps dangerous to follow, impatient of con- 
tradiction, by no means chary of blame, by no means averse 
Irom dictating. But with so many drawbacks in his temper 
tliere was still the magna viri virtus ; and their knowledge of 
that virtue reconciled them to his usual haughtiness and occa- 
sional perverseness. 

A man far less fiijii tlian Pitt, although as eloquent and as 
mucli a lover of his country, was guilty of a similar mistake. 
Neither hatred of the Optimates, the Whigs of Koine, nor clear 
vision of their designs, availed to reconcile Cicero to Caesar. 
Yet on the Julian side were persons whose opinions were, far 
more in accordance with those held or professed by the great 
orator than with those prevalent among the Senatorian faction. 
Pitt’s aversion to connexion now became his misfortune. He 
would not distinguish between Newcastle’s tods and Lord 
llockingliam’s followers. He had eschewed the evil, ho now 
refused the good. 

But in the summer of 17G() the doom of tliis ministry was 
signed. In May the Duke of Grafton threw up the Southern 
Seals.® The cause lie assigned for this step was the weakness 
of Government. He declared that he would serve under Pitt 
alone. His Grace indeed was of a rather unstable mind, being 
nearly equally prone to resign or resume office. Nor was 


laieiie-ss oil his Grace’s part may 
liave liad something to do witli his 
idden resignation. “He was wanting 
in application, and when pressed by 
difficulties in his office, instead of 
seeking to overcome tJioni, would ; 
ratlier speak of resigning it. Field- j 

• sports, and, above all, his favourite ' 
' pack of hounds at Wakefield, too j 
‘ much employed his tlioughts, or at 

* least his time; Newmarket also had 
‘ great charms for liim.^' — Lord Mahon, 

vol. V. p. ‘J05. For personal recollec- 


j tions of the Duke of Grafton, see 
* Memoirs of Lord Rockingham,’ vol. i. 

pp. 

I For “ the 'moderate Whigs and tom- 
, “ jjerato statesmen,’’ see ‘Chatham 
Corros 2 )ond.,’ July 28, 1770. 

** “ Guder that great man,’’ said his 
Grace, in May, “ I am willing to serve 
“ in any capacity, not merely as a 
“ general officer, but as a pioneer ; 
“ under him 1 would take up a spade 
“ or a mattock.” 
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[Genoral Conway well pleased with his position as leader of 
the IToiise of Connnons. Ho sighed for the quieter life of the 
army. He was not indeed in his proper place. lie ^^ onld 
seek reputation in the cannon’s mouth ; but he falt('red and 
wavered befc)re the House of Commons. His intirmity of 
purpose often exposed Conway to the sneers of his contmn- 
poraries. ‘‘ If,” it was commonly said, two doors oi)enod into 
‘‘ one apartment, Conway would be tortured to decide through 

which of them he should finally ])ass.” Witli such defects, 
although not wanting in eloquence, he was a feeble buttress to 
an already tottering miuistry, against which also some of its 
members Avere already plotting. 

Again, in spite of former experience of his wayward temper, 
the King liad recourse to Pitt, But at that moment Pitt was 
more than ordinarily disqualified for conducting arduous and 
delicate negotiations. He was very ill. His notes at this time 
display a disordered mind. In his haste to obey the royal 
summons he had hurried up from Somersetshire, accelerating a 
pulse already rapid and heating blood already fevered. His 
language, even to those whom he wished to conciliate or enlist, 
w'as haughtier and more j)ereraptory than ever. 

The King was ready to make any sacrifices, provided they 
would rid him of his present advisers. Ho therefore gave Pitt 
absolute freedom in the choice of new ones. Even Lord 
Temple was again admitted to the royal closet. But when the 
appointments to be made were canvassed by them, the brothers- 
in-law^ diflered on nearly every name, and at length came to an 
open rupture. Pitt, how^ever, armed as he w'as with the Kings 
authority, could now afford to dispense with J^ord Temple, and 
formed the Grdfton Cabinet. 

Among l^itCs proposals on this occasion, no one astonished 
his master or the nation so much as his demand to be trans- 
ferred to the House of Lords. The proposal w^as not unreason- 
able, for the Great Commoner, shattered in health, was no 
longer strong enough to breast the storms of the Lower House. 
A few years earlier, indeed, his wish was law ; and his words, his 
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looks, and liis gestures had often imposed an awed sihmce upon 
his opponents, liepeatcdly had he proved his well-known citation 
from the ili]neid, — 

“ At Danauin proccrcs Againemnoniajque phalange* 

Ut videro virum fiilgentiaquo arma per umbras 
Ingeuti trepidaro metu,” 

to have been no empty boast. Neither was a coronet CA or 
better earned or more justly bestowed. He had vindicated the 
honour, he had exalted tlie name, he had enlarged the borders 
of (Jreat Britain : liis voice had ever been raised on the side of 
constitutional freedom, and his private virtues were on a par 
with his public services. Yet his demand did not tlie less creflte 
amazement. • It was as if Cicero had spontaneously sued for a 
’ province, or Wolsey for a hermit’s cell. He now stipulated for 
the Privy Seal, and that office involved removal from a chamber 
where ho had long reigned supreme, to a chamber averse from 
oratorical vehemence, and likely to resent his wit, sarcasm, and 
invective, and even his studied gestures and sonorous declama- 
tion.® lie became Earl of Chatham; yet he cannot have for- 
gotten the censure ho had incurred a few years before, when ho 
accepted, without soliciting tlicni, a pension for himself and a 
coronet for his wife, Pitt, however, as Lord Stanhope has so 
well observed, took pojnilarity when it came to liim, but never 
wont out of his way to seek it. For a few months the people, 
cspccmlly the citizens of London, resented what they looked upon 
as a desciiion of them by their idoL But it was not very long 
before they forgave him and restored him to fiivour. For whe- 
ther his seat were above or below stairs, his genius predominated : 
“greatness ho could never want” in any estate; and tlie tribu- 
nitian tone ot‘ his speeches in the House of Lords proved to his 
admirers that in an Earl’s mantle Pitt was still the Great 
Commoner. 


Walpolo, ‘ Meiiioii*8 of Qtjorgo IT.,* field, according to Mr. Cluirlea Butler, 
v»»l. i. p. 170, aaya, that hla action ‘ Ilor. J arid.’ p. ‘iOo, also took the groat 
“ anti gesture were as studied and sue- actor for liis model. 

“ oossfiil as Oarrick’s.” Lord Mans- 
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111 liis refoiistrnction of the Cabinet he sought not aid from 
his old connections, the Grenville and Newcastle Wliigs. He 
made advances to Lord Hockingham, partly perhaps on account 
of his gi*eat landc'd interest, but more on account of liis fair 
repulation and constitutional principh^s. But the late First 
Minister, not unnaturally deeming himself aggrieved by tlie 
Earl’s previous deineanour to himself and his party, and pro- 
bably distrusting also Pitt’s tOmper and discretion, refused to 
treat with or even see him. He was equally unsuccessful with 
Earls Gower and Scarborough, and the Chancellor of tlie Ex- 
chequer. Lord Gower was still smarting under liis rejection by 
l^itt when proposed by Lord Temple for Secretary of State, and 
he had offended Mr. Dowdeswell and Lord Scarborough by the 
lofty tone with which he conveyed his tender of office. At 
length, after many refusals and no little mortification, ho accom- 
plished his task. On the 2ud of August, 17GG, the Gazette 
formally announced the formation of the new Cabinet, or, in 
Lord Chesterfield’s words, ‘‘ Tho curtain was at length drawn 
“ up, and discovered the new actors together with some of the 
“ old ones. Mr. Pitt, who had carte blanclte given him, named 
‘‘ every one of them.” 

The Earl of Chatham — wo must now droj) the old familiar 
name, so known, so honoured at home, and so feared by all who 
loved not England in every part of the globe — replaced tho 
Duke of Newcastle as Privy Seal. Tho Earl of Northington 
became President of the Council, and Lord Cajnden Chancellor. 
Conway retained his Seals, but not tho leadership of tho 
House of Commons ; and the Earl of Shelburne took the Seals 
lately hold by tho Duke of Grafton, who was now First Lord of 
the Treasury. Charles Towiishend replaced Blr. Do>vdeswell as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Conway in tlic lead of the 
Commons. Sir Charles Saunders went to the Admiralty in 
the room of Lord Egmoiit, and the Earl of Hillsborough suc- 
(*eeded Lord Dartmouth at the Board of Trade. Viscount 
Barrington remained Secretfiry at War; whih3 the hitherto 
single-handed office of l^lymaster-( ieiieral was shared by Lord 
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North and Mr. George Cooke. The Marquis of Granby was 
placed at the lic.wl of the Army and tlic Ordiumee, an appoint- 
ment whicli the King a few montlis before had refused to coiiiinn. 
Mr. William Do Grey, the late Holicitor-Goneral, was made 
Attorney-General in the room of the Hon. Charles Yorke; and 
Mr. Willcs became Solicitor-General. The irouseliold also was 
modifKid. ^J'he Duke of Portland soon made way for the Earl 
of Hertford as Lord Chamberlain. Lord (Chatham offered to 
Edmund liurke, for whom liis own friends could not find room 
in 17(15, a seat at the Hoard of Trade; but although a poor man, 
he followed the example of his leader, and withdrew for awhile 
to his native country unprovided-for and unpcnsioned. 

Burke has immortalised this Cabinet in words remarkable 
alike for their truth and wit ; but I shall not affront the reader 
by quoting them, so often have they been repeated by historians 
and biographers. Many of the names in the above list have as 
little interest at the present moment as those of many of the 
heroes in Homer's catalogue; and it is unnecessary to point 
out those of Lord Shelburne, the future head of the Chatham 
Whigs ; of Charles Townshend, who had every good gift except 
discretion ; or of Lord North, upon whom our principal attention 
will presently be fixed. Yet the list is curious in many aspqpts. 
We see in it the shifts to which the architect of the Cabinet 
was driven. He had always professed to hold cheap party con- 
nexion ; he was now driven to the necessity of building with 
untemp(3rcd mortar. The materials singly were not bad, but 
they lacked tlie principle or the power of cohesion ; and the key- 
stone that a few years before would have held them tirni, was 
soon to bo disabled by physical and perlia 2 )s by mental pros- 
tration. In the interim Lord Chatham by his haughtiness so 
deeply offended some of the members of his Own Administration 
that they retired from it in dudgeon. Lord liockingham with 
his wonted moderation had, when ho resigned, urged his friends 
to continue at their posts, hoping that, although the Government 
was changed, the princi[)le and policy of the Whigs would not 
bo abandoned. Saunders and Iveppcl accordingly remained in 
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tlie Admiralty, and Lord Eessborouirh coiitiiined to be JVst- 
inast(‘r-(Teiieral. l>iit they did not long brook their iinj)erious 
yet often inactive ilietator : they ^vould not consent to bo treated 
as ni(?ro eh'rks of tlic Treasury. Chatham then aj)])ealed to the 
Ledford Whigs to snj)ply the places vacated by the llockinghain 
party. But they were wise in their generation ; they refused 
to come into office unless they came in a body, and in a few 
months tla^y were able to make their own terms. 

But if the country and rarliament were dissatisfied, the King 
had much reason for being content. There was an end of con- 
nexion : there was no longer cause for dreading, and not much 
for respecting, the Whigs. They were split up into feeble and 
indeed hostile sections, and were confronted by opponents who, 
with each succeeding Session, became more united, and who were 
fortified by the Court-party and the favour of its head. With a 
little more patience and a little more shuffling of the cards, 
George III. would be such a sovereign as had not been seen in 
Britain since 1G88. 

The inability of Lord Chatham to guide the Jlinistry he had 
formed, rendered it, in spite of the abilities of some of its 
members, nearly as weak as that of Lord Bockingham ; for 
whenever the Grafton Cabinet ventured or was (Compelled to 
act without consulting its chief, if it were not feeble, it was rash. 
It was nearly equally endangered by its opj)osite viees, by the 
subservience of Camden, Shelburne, and (xrafton, and by the 
ju’ecipitation of Cliarles Townshend. Great was the ])atieiiee 
of the King and the ministry ; and profound must have been 
their reverence or their dread of Chiitliam to make such 
patience possible. For many months they were as slieep 
having no shepherd. They asked for a sign from Burton 
i’yiisent or Bayes, and no sign was given them. His Lordship 
could not write ; could not be seen ; could not endure the least 
allusion to politics; could not be (|Uostioned even about his 
family alfairs. Even direct and pressing ap[)lications from the 
King did not arouse him from his solitary chamber and settled 
gloom. 
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We sliall find in the Jung’s Letters to Lord North cxpr(‘s- 
sions of high displeasure against Lord Chatham, but these 
belong to a later date and after the lioyal temper had be(‘n 
soured by the ill-success of his American policy. At tliis 
period (17(10-8), and indeed ever since the commencement of 
liis reign, there are no symptoms of tlie lung’s entertaining 
otlier than friendly sentiments towards his minister. Wlum 
(Jhatham, in January, 1 708, expressed his fears that lie could not 
continue to hold the l^rivy Seal, the Jviug was not less alarmed 
than Grafton and Camden were at the hint of resignation. Hc^ 
wrote to him, and the passage is remarkable, since it proves 
that the then helpless invalid was still regarded by him as 
the prop of the Government : — I am thoroughly convinced of 
“ the utility you are of to my service ; for though confined 
“ to your house, your name has been sufficient to enable 
“ my Administration to proceed. I therefore in the most 
“ earnest manner call on you to continue your Administra- 
tion — expressions honourable alike to both parties, homage 
generously paid to greatness, and earned by honest and brilliant 
service. 

The most important changes, for my immediate object at 
least, in the Grafton Ministry were the death of Charles 
l^ownshond and the appointment of Lord North to succeed 
him as Chancellor of the Exchequer. The Cabinet thus lost 
a man of genius who might have done it mischief, and gained 
one whoso good sense, cajiacity for business, knowledge of 
Parliament, talents in debate, iinj)erturbablc good humour, and 
ever-ready wit, not only rendered him invaluable to the Duke 
of Grafton, but also recommended him to the King and to 
the representatives of tho nation as the Duke's successor. I 
shall not presume to draw a character which 'has already been 
delineated by so many able pencils : neither is it necessary for 
my purpose to trace the further modifications of the Grafton 
Administration. It is enough to remark that after Charles 


* Clmtham Corrosp.* vol. iii. p. 318. 
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'I'ownslieiul’s death, and tlie retirement of Lord Nortliinjrton 
and (general Conway, a new eonihination with tlic Ledford 
WJiig's was ooinj)leted in Doeeinber, 17t)7. Earl Gower 
replaecd Lord Northington as iVesident of tlu? Council ; and 
Tjord Weymouth Conway as Secretary of State. A tliird 
Secretary of State', “ for tlie Colonies,” was added to the 
(lovernmental staff, the American business having become 
too burdensome and complex for the holder of the Southern 
Seals. The policy of the Government remained umLange'd 
by these recruits from the Bedford j)arty : the clinmmm 
towards Toryism increased ; and the North (^ihiiad, for which 
no one at the moment jn-edicted longevity, ndained oilice, with 
ceiiiiin mutations, for twelve years. The patchwork Cabinet 
of the Duke of Grafton rendered Wilkes more famous and 
Junius more formidable ; made th*e House of Commons odious ; 
revived the slumbering discontent of America ; and bequeathed 
to Lord North ample room for exercising his virtues of patience 
and good humour. 

On the death of the brilliant but unstable Charles Townshend, 
tlie Chancellorship of the Exchequer, after being offered to 
several persons of different parties, was offered to I/ird North, 
at the instance, it is said, of the Princess of Wales. Ifitheiio 
he had held the office of joint Paymaster of the Forces. “ S(M‘,” 
said Charles Townshend, “that great, heavy, booby-looking, 
“ seeming changeling; you may believe me, when I assure you 
“ as a fact, that, if anything should happen to me, he will 
“ succeed to my place, and very shortly after come to be First 
“ Commissioner of the Treasury.” 

The person so agreeably described was Frederick Lord North, 
and the prediction ^Yn8 in both its parts fulfilled to the letter. 
The subject of it indeed had attracted the notice of others ns 
well as that of his predecessor. “ Jlcre conies blubberly North,'' 
said a gentleman to George Grenville in the Park : I wonder 
what he is getting by heart” (he was probably rehearsing a 
speech), “for I am sure it can be nothing of liis own.” “ You 
‘‘are mistaken,” replied Grenville; “Norlh is a man of great 
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“ promise and high qualifications, and, if he does not relax in 
“ his political pursuits, is very likely to be Pi ime Slinister.” ^ 
Frederick Lord North, oldest son of Francis first EarJ of 
(luildford, was in liis thirty-sixth year when he became Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. At Eton, and at Clirist Cliurch, Oxford, 
he acquired considerable distinction by his proficiency in clas- 
sical literature, and his happy citations from Ijatin poets, when 
opportunity presented itself, in the House of Commons, wliile 
they illustrated his natural wit and humour, proved also that 
his memory w^as richly stored. Making, as was usual with the 
man of rank in those days, the ‘‘grand tour,” as it was then 
called, of Europe, he neither sauntered nor indulged in the 
prevalent dissipation of English travellers.^ His attention was 
turned to diplomacy, and he studied, among other branches of 
political knowledge, the German constitution under the cele- 
brated Mascove.® His parliamentary career commenced in 
1754, and during Mr. Pitt’s first Administration he occupied a 
seat at the Treasury Eoard.^ He was removed by the Rocking- 
ham Ministry in 17G5, but came into ofliee again with Lord 
Chatham as Paymaster. 


• ‘Memoirs of Rockingham,’ vol. 
p. a44; comp. ‘European Magazine/ 
XXX. p. 8‘J. Lord North’s rotund 
figure is a fertile subject for the cari- 
caturists of the time. See W'right’s 
‘ England under the flouse of Hanover,' 
where in many copies of caricatures of 
the period, — 

" Montiml (puMino vrutcr julost nlxloinuit' 
turdus.” 

Lord North’s figure exposed him 
occasionally to what in these days 
would be regarded as brutal insults in 
debate. A few days only before ho be- 
came l^rinie Minister, one of his keenest 
opponents, Mr. Burke, thus described 
him in the House of Commons: — “The 
“ noble Lord who spoke last, after 
“ extending his right leg a full yard 
“ before his loft, rolling his flaming 
eyes, and moving Ins jjonderous 
“ frame, has at length opened his 
‘‘ mouth.”- fcjpeech of January 9, 1770, 

‘ rurl. Hist.’ xvi. p. 7‘JO. It should bo 
adtled that Lord North was extremely 


short-sighted, “ a great obstacle in tlu* 
“way of i)arliamcntary emiiieiicfi.” — 
TiOrd Mahon, v. p. 2r>4. 

Cowper, ‘ Progress of Error,’ has 
sketched the ordinaiy English tourist 
in some vigorous lines, concluding 
w’ith the best remembered couphit of 
them: — 

“ I low much a dunce that lias hern sent to roam 
Kxccls a dunce that has bci n kept at hoiiu'.” 

Better perhaps known as Maffcorhis 
or Mascoii. 

In a letter to Mr. Pitt of the 24th 
of May, 17r>9, the Duke of Newcastle 
says, “ I this day recommended my 
“ Lord North vo the King to succeed 
“ my Lord Bessborough in the Trea- 
sury. He is a near relatieii of mine , 
but I hope his appearance in Parlia- 
“ ment will make the choice approved, 
“ .and that he will be in time a very 
“ able and useful servant of tlio 
“ Crown.” — ‘ Chatham Correspond.’ 
vol. i. p. 409. 
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111 1707 he was appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
in 1770 First Lord of the Treasury, which ollice he held until 
JIarch 1782. On the Duke of Portland becoming First Lord 
of tlie Treasury in April 1783, Lord North took the seals of 
Secretary of State in conjunction with 3[r. Charles Fox ; but 
he only held tliem till the December following, when he retired 
from public life. On the death of his father, in 1790, he suc- 
ceeded to the earldom, and died in August 1792. His skill in 
financial statement will be mentioned in its proper place ; and 
there is universal testimony to his great ability in debate. 

Lord North is thus drawn by his great opponent Edmund 
Burke in his ‘‘Letter to a Noble Lord — “He was a man of 
“ admirable parts, of general knowledge, of a versatile under- 
“ standing, fitted for every sort of business, of infinite wit and 
“ pleasantry, of a delightful temper, and with a mind most per- 
“ fectly disinterested ; but it would bo only to degrade myself 
“ by a weak adulation, and not to honour the memory of a groat 
“ man, to deny that he wanted something of the vigilance and 
‘‘ spirit of command that the time required.” An interesting 
picture of Lord North in domestic society, drawn in February 
1839 by his only surviving daughter, Lady Charlotte Lindsay, 
is given by Lord Brougham in the Apj^endix to the first seri(‘s 
^of ‘ Historical Sketches of Statesmen who flourished in the Iteign 
of George III.’ “His religion,” says her Ladyship, “was quit(^ 
“ free from bigotry or intolerance, and consisted more in the 
“ beautiful spirit of Christian benevolence than in outward 
“ and formal observances: his character in private life was, 1 
“ believe, as faultless as that of any human being can be ; and 
“ those actions of his public life which ai)peared to have been 
“ the most questionable, proceeded, I am firmly convinced, from 
“ what one must own was a weakness, thougli not an umuniabJo 
“ one, and which followed him through his life — the want of 
“ power to resist the influence of those lie loved.” 

® Note to Letter 2;U. I resist the influence’* of tlie King 

’’ Lord North, in his inability “ to | wlnnn he loved,” resembled the 
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Lord North’s policy and conduct from 1770 to 1/82 is 
described as tho occasion required in the notes to the following 
Ijettcrs ; it is tlicrefore unnecessary to anticipate such notices of 
liim in this introductory sketch. But slight as this sketch is 
of the state of parties in England during the first eight years of 
George Ill’s reign, it would.be still more incomplete without 
some observations upon the character of the writer of the Letters, 
so far as it can be ascertained, in 17G8. His proper character 
had now displayed itself: he was terribly alert:* he was inde- 
fatigable in business, small or great: he was no longer under 
tlio dominion of a parent or a favourite ; neither is there, so far 
as I can discover, any trace or record of tlie sullen fits of his 
boyhood. On the other hand, there can be no doubt that* his 
understanding, although active, was narrow, his prejudices 
numerous, and his obstinacy great. Ilis theory of royal 
duties was unsound, however specious it may have seemed to 
himself: he interfered too much with the machinery of Parlia- 
ment and the responsibility of his ministers ; nor was ho 
averse from cabals or intrigucjs when he had points to gain. 
To many of his Cabinets he gave only half confidence, and 
roininiinicated his real tliouglits or wislios to ])crsons who were 


people of Asia, of whom Plufarch, ‘do 
Vitioso riuloiv/ .hf'J E, sajH, “ on 7rdv~ 
“ rey o/ ryy *A(riau KaroiKovvres Ivl 
“ houXfvovaiv avOpuj-Kcf ^la. rh hvvaa- 
“ 0ai fxlav eiirtTy r^v Ou (rvWaffiiP. ” 

** ill<* igitiir miijfjijflm din-xil, bnu liia contra 
*' 'I’orroiitcin. Ni c civls rrut, ijul libera p).saot 
'• Verba nniini proferre.’’— Juv. Satir. iv. s!). 

'Pile tlelightfiil toinpor of Lord N’orth 
is oxempliliod by Lady Charlotte Lind- 
say in tho following ancc<loto. After 
saying that “she never really know him 
‘ out of humour/' she adds that “ 1: 

“ had one drunken and stupid gi\M 
who used to provoke him, {iml wl 
“ from this uncommon circumstanc 
“ was called by tho children ‘ the ii 
that puts papa in a piission,’ ” This 
irritating and inebriated appendage 
died in tlio service of his master ! 

For anecdotes of Lord North’s wit 
and hnmour, temj)cr and peculiarities, 
see Cluirlos Ihitler’s * Jieminiscences/ 


vol. i.p. 150; EarlKussell’s ‘Memorials 
of C. J. Fox/ vol. i. p. 105; Lord Ma- 
hon, v. p. 'J54 foil. ; * Memoirs of liuck- 
ingham/ vol. ii. p. lO,!. Lord nrougliam, 
‘Historical SkcLdics/ p. .50, ed. 18.")8, 
aptly applies tlie following words of 
Lonl CJarendon n])on Cliarlcs Jl.'s wit 
to Lonl North’s : “a [)leasant, affahle, 

“ recommoiiding sort of wit.” 

" “ Ou5ev o5r tovtou ^ia<f>4pov(riv ol 
“ rrpos naffav airohvdfxfpoi ttoKitik^jp Trpu- 
“ ^iv, dAAa Troiov(Ti /j.€p.vTovs Lavrovs 
“ Tois ttgAAo??, iirax^fh n ylypovrai 
‘ Kol KaropdovpTes enlipOopoi tthp (T^a- 
‘ Awiny, iirixaprot, Kal rh davfxa(6- 
‘ fiipQP avrwp ip apxfi riis itrip.fKflas 
€iy x^f^a(rp.hp viropoarru Kal 7«AwTa* 
roiovTOP.’ 

“ Mi)Tio)(oy fiiv yap arpanriyfi, Mt^tioxo? Se rat 
oSovi 

“ MijTioxoy apTOU5 enonrq, MrjTioxoy fie t’ 
aAi^ira, 

" Mtjtioxos fie irai'Ta noiel.’* 

I’lnt.-irch, /'nreejit. lieximb. (ier. c. 15. 
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not constitutionally entitled to aid or advise him. In all his 
intercourse with Loi d North, however, there are no tokens of 
reticence or imperfect trust. In his own recurring phrase, he 
“ unbosoms ” himself to his Minister as to a friend. He dreads 
nothing so much, in the worst of times, as Lord North’s 
resignation ; he is full of gratitude for his services ; he has 
infinite reliance upon his ministenal and financial ability. He 
is vexed when the Minister is slackly supported, and indignant 
when he is rudely assailed. Never was a public servant more 
implicitly trusted by his master. It was the faith of Henry jpr. 
in Sully, of Charles V. in Granvella, revived. His affection 
for Lord Bute was grounded upon the habits or the sentiments 
of toyhood; his affection for Lord North was the deliberate 
choice of manhood. Their joint Administration— for the King 
was a part of his own Government — was indeed disastrous for 
the country: but their common errors should not blind us to 
their common loyalty to each other. It was indeed most un- 
fortunate that the stronger understanding and the wider expe- 
rience should have been curbed and controlled by the narrower 
judgment and the stronger will; that the Minister so often 
submitted his o>vn convictions to the prejudices of the King. 
This weakness on the one side and this pertinacity on the 
^other rendered the period to which this correspondence relates 
a painful one to contemplate, and neither the master nor the 
servant can be excused for having so largely contributed to 
sever from one another the eastern and the western branches 
of the English nation, for having persevered in a struggle which 
none better than tliemselves must have known to be hopeless 
long before its close. Upon Lord North and the King must 
ever rest a large measure of the blame of alienating a vast, 
and not at first disloyal, portion of the inheritance, bequeathed 
by their ancestors and enlarged by Pitt, of the Sovereign and 
people of Great Britain, of making that which was strong feeble 
for a time, of lowering this country in the eyes of all Europe 
for many years to come. 

Yet we shall form a very imperfe<?t conce]>tion of George III. 

VOL. I. q 
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if we derive it from his political acts alone. The scene changes 
the moment we turn from his public to his private life. In an 
age when the tribute of hypocrisy was scarcely paid to virtue 
or even decency, he, in his fonnal perhaps yet well-ordered 
living, set an example beyond price. The low morality of the 
age does not rest on the evidence of Walpole or Churchill, 
Fielding or Cowper, only. It may be inferred from the very 
writings that were intended to correct it, from the ‘ Rambler, ’ 
the ^ Idler,’ the 'Adventurer,’ and other publications of the 
kij^. The very nature of the remedies proposed in them 
displays the strength and prevalence of the disease. Lord 
Chesterfield has incurred a great deal of misplaced obloquy 
for liis celebrated Letters. He was not the preceptor of vice* — 
he was, undesignedly perhaps, its chronicler. He attempted 
to refine the coarseness of manners — to put in act Burke’s 
rather questionable maxim, that vice " by losing all its gross- 
" ness loses half its evil,”® We fare little better by consulting 
the prodtlctions of the pulpit or the stage at that time. We 
find the marks of degeneracy yet more signally stamped in 
tiie general character of public men. Tbo King is anxious, but 
generally unable, to surround himself in his household with men 
of good character: and he is fain to accept the services of 
persons who, delineated by the pencil of Tacitus, would appear 
scarcely less odious than the freedmen of Claudius and Galba. 

It is much to bo regretted that the Letters to Lord North 
contain scarcely any, if indeed any, glimpses of the private 
life and pursuits of tlie writer. He who took so lively an 
interest in matters not political, — such as the appointment of 
university professors, presentation to cures, marching of troops, 
enfranchising copyliolds, &c., and who also held the pen of a 
ready writer, can hardly have failed to indite many letters upon 
topics that interested him. Had we samples of his Corre- 
spondence on tlie foundation, charter, or management of the 
Royal Academy, upon his abortive project for the Order of 


* ‘ Heflections on the Revolution in France,* p. 113, 2nd ed. 
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Minerva,® his purchases of books and prints, on his frequent 
interviews with inventors and men of science, with literary men, 
with voyagers and travellers, our impressions of George III. 
would be all favourable. A few of his letters on fanning would, 

I am persuaded, be far more instructive than much of his 
political communication with his ministers. His shrewdness, 
his curiosity, his humour, his kindness, we learn from^ the 
report of others, and often through imperfect or corrupt 
channels. The praise lavished on him frequently wears the 
aspect of satire ; the lampoons and caricatures levelled at 1^, 
as frequently strike at laudable, amiable, or at least harmless 
points in his nature. With what profound feeling he could 
write is sho\vn in the letters addressed by him, when in deep < 
affliction, to Dr. Hurd.^ 

I have annexed to the King’s Letters such notes and illustra- 
tions as they seemed to me to require, in order to put the 
readers of them . in possession of the circumstances, wherever 
I could discover them, referred to by the writer. Wherever I 
have found in any quarter information that threw light upon 
the King's conduct or opinions, I Imre extracted it, mostly 
preferring the words of others to my own. The Notes accord- 
ingly may be regarded as a "variorum ” goinmentary upon the 
. text of the Letters ; and I have attempted to exhibit in them 
the opposite sentiments of conflicting parties. 


The Ijetters which relate to the American war have their 
comment in the accompanying notes. To liave traced the 
origin and events of that contest would have far exceeded the 


• ** He was a patron of the arts, after 

** his fashion ; kind and gracious to the 
“ artists whom ho favoured, and ro- 
“ spectful to their calling. He wanted 
** once to establish an order of Minerva 
“ for literary and scientific characters ; 

** the Knights were to take rank after | 
“ the Knights of the Bath, and to sport ; 
“ a straw-coloured ribbon and a star of j 


** sixteen points. But there was such 
** a row amongst the literaii as to the 
“ persons who should be appointed, that 
“ the plan was given up, and Minerva and 
** her star never came down among us.’* 
— Thackeray, ‘Four Georges,* p. 139, 

*> Lord Mahon, Appendix, vol; vii. 
p. xxxiii. 

9 2 



litaaviii 


INTnOBVOTlON. 


«» M* of IIkk .So71" , T"7 

IW to the loMertioo. The 

TWO.-""' °C* 

Saw mtes trill be found in Lord Mahon’s and 
l&o Aji^p&aslB Sistoriee; the * Annual Begister’ and the 
^Vtx&m'miary History;’ in Mr. Bancroft’s ‘History of the 
TJmteA States’ and Mr. t^arton’s ‘life of Benjamin Franklin.’ 

The fivBt mention of American affairs which occurs after the 
accession of George III. appears in a message from the King, 
recommending a proper compensation to be made to them for 
their expenses during the war of 1756.*^ 

The next is Mr. George Grenville’s unfortunate Eesolution, 
March 9th, 1764:, which laid the foundation for the subsequent 
civil war, viz.— ‘‘That towards defraying the said expenses 
“ it may be proper to charge certain stamp-duties on the 
‘‘ said Colonies and Plantations.” In February, 1765, tin’s 
Resolution passed into a law called the Stamp Act. In his 
Majesty’s Speech at the end of that year, almost the first words 
that occur are these : that “ matters of importance have lately 


occurred in some of my Colonies in America,'' Yet there was 
but one division during the progress of the Bill, and then the 
minority did not amount to more than forty. Burke avers th*5t 
he sat in the gallery during the progress of the Bill, and never 
heard a more languid debate. — Burke’s Works, 8vo^, Vol. ii. p. 
414. In the House of Lotds the Act passed without debate, 
division, or protest. — Ib. p. 559. For the disregard in which the 
Colonies were held at that time, seo ‘Memoirs of Rockingham,’ 
vol. i. p. 249. So complete a sinecure was the Board of Trade 
then considered, that a Colonel Bladen, one of the Com- 
missioners, happening to apply himself to the duties of his 


* March 14th, 1763. See Adolphus, 'Hist, of England,* Geo. III., vol. i. p. 113, 
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office, tlie Colonel went by the name of “Trade,” while his 
colleagues were called the “ Board.” 

In December, 17()5, Mr. Pitt said, “ When the Eesolution 
“ was taken in this House to tax America, I was ill in bed : if I 
“ could have endured to have been carried in my bed, so gre^ 
“ was the agitation of my mind for the consequences, I would 
“ have solicited some kind hand to have laid me down on this 
“ floor, to have borne my testimony against it.” 

In February, 1766, Franklin was examined at the bar of the 
House. He declared that “the authority of Parliament was 
“ allowed to be valid in all laws, except such as should lay 
“ internal taxes : that it was never disj^ted ith laying duties to 
“ regulate commerce : that the Americans would never submit 
“ to the Stamp Act, or to any other tax on the same principle : 
“ that North America would contribute to the support of Great 
“ Britain, if engaged in a war in Europe.” 

In 1766 the Stamp Act was repealed by the Bockingham 
Ministry, but they unluckily passed a Declaratory Bill also to 
asserli the right of Great Britain to bind the Colonies in all cases 
whatsoever. 

In May, 1767, Charles Townshend, Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, with the view of pleasing the Gountry-party by reducing 
^the land-tax, proposed certain small taxes on glass, paper, 
painters-colours, and tea, to be paid as import duties. The 
Acts for the purpose passed both Houses without opposition, 
although Lord Camden to the last protested against the scheme. 
Lord Chatham was then too ill even to be consulted on the 
matter. Powmsll, who had been Governor in America, uplifted 
his voice against these irritating taxes, which the deviser of 
them did not expect would produce for the imperial revenue 
more 'than 35,000^ or 40,000/. a-year. America was greatly 
agitated in 1768-9, and in 1770 Lord North brought in his Bill 
to repeal all of these duties except the duty on tea. This he 
reserved in order that ho might thus practically assert the right 
of taxing America. Tlie agitation in Massachusetts continued 
increasing from this period to 1774, when the Boston Port Bill 
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was passed, and the seat of British government transferred to 
Salem. The first meeting of Congress was held in September 
1774. In April 1775 the first blood was shed at the Eaid 
of Lexington, and in the following June was fought the battle of 
Bunker’s or Breeds Hill. In 1776 General (afterwards Sir 
William) Howe took possession of New York, and on July 4th 
of that year the Americans declared themselves Independent. 

In the autumn of 1777 General Burgoyne and his army 
surrendered at Saratoga, and this event decided the French 
Government to join the Americans early in 1778. In 1781 
tlie war virtually came to an end after the capture of Lord 
Cornwallis and his army, in October, at York-town ; and the 
Independence of America was acknowledged by Great Britain 
in the Treaty of Peace concluded at Versailles on the 3rd of 
September, 1783. 


ADMINISTRATIONS OF ENGLAND. 
1767—1783. 

1767. 

Augustus Henry Duke of Grafton, First Lord of tho Treasury. 

Lord Noi’tli, Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Earl Gower, Tiord President. 

Earl of Chatham, Lord Privy Seal, until October 1768; then suc- 
ceeded by the Earl of Bristol. 

Earl of Shelburne, Secretary of State for Southern Department. 
Viscount Weymouth „ for Northern Department. 

Lord Hillsborough, Secretary for the Colonies (or American Se- 
cretary). 

Sir Edward Hawke, First Lord of the Admiralty. 

Marquis of Granby, Master-General of Ordnance and Commander- 
in-Chief. 

Lords Sandwich and Lo Dcspenser, joint Postmasters-Genoral. 

Lord Camden, Lord Chancellor. 

William dc Grey (afterwards Lord Walsingham), Attorney-General. 
Edward Willes, Solicitor-General. 

Earl of Hertford, liord Chamberlain. 
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1768, 

Viscount AVeymouth, Secretary for Southern Department, vice Lord 
Shelburne. 

Earl of hochford, Northern Department, vice Lord Weymouth. 

m 

1770. 

Lord North, First Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

Earl Gower, Lord President. 

Earl of Halifax, Privy Seal. 

Lord Pochford and I.ord W'eymouth (succeeded by Lord Sandwich), 
Northern and Southern Departments. 

Lord Hillsborough, (V»lonies. 

Sir Edward Hawke and Marquis of Granby, as in 17(57. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, Treasunu' of the Navy. 

Lord Harrington, Secretaiy at War. 

On Lord Camden’s resignatitm of the Great Seal, it was deli vert ‘d to 
the Attorney-General, Charles Yorke; but he dying bt‘fore the 
patent for his peerage, as Lord Alorden, was completed, the 
Seal was put into commission. 

1771. 

Lord Haliflix, Secretary of Shite, vice the Earl of Sandwich, who 
replaces Sir Edward Hawke in the Admiralty; and the Earl 
of Suftblk and Berkshire succeeds Lord Halifax as Privy Seal. 

^ In June of this yetir the Duke of Grafton became Privy Seal, and the 
Earl of Suffolk and Berkshire Secretaiy, Southern Department. 

Mr. Thiirlow, Attoi ney-General. 

Mr. A\'eddcrburn, Solicitor- General. 

1772. 

Lord Dartmouth succeeds Lord Hillsborough as Seci’ctary for tho 
Colonies (August) ; and Viscount Townsheiid the Marquis of 
Granby in the Ordnance. 

Baron Apsley, afterwards Earl Bathurst, Lord Chancellor. 

1775. 

Viscount Weymouth takes the place of Lord Bochford as Secretary 
Northern Department. 

Lord George (Sackville) Germaine becomes Privy Seal. 
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1778. 

Lord Thurlow, Lord ChaiuSsllor, «ce Earl Bathurst. 

Mr. Wedderbum (Lord Loughborough 1780), Attorney-General. 
Mr. Wallace, Solicitor-General. 


1779. 

Lord Stormont, Secretary of State Northern Department. 

Lord Hillsborough, Southern Department. 

Earl Bathurst, Lord President 

1782. 

Lord North resigns, March 20. Succeeded by the second Bocking- 
ham Ministry. On the death of Lord Eockingham, July <2 in 
fhis year, the Earl of Shelburne becomes Eii’st Lord of tho 
Treasury, and resigns in April, 1783. Lord North was in 
neither of these Administrations. 

1783 (the “ Coalition, Ministry”). 

m 

Duko of Portland, First Lord of the Treasury. 

Viwcount Stomiont, President of the Council, 

Earl of Carlisle, Lord Privy Seal. 

Lord North and Eight Hon. Charles Fox, Home and Foreign 
Secretaries. 

Lord John Cavendish, Chancellor of tho Exchequer. 

Viscount Keppol, First Lord of tho Admiralty. 

Viscount Townsherid, Master-General of the Ordnance. 

Eight Hon. Charles Townslicnd, Treasurer of the Navy. 

Eight Hon. Edmund Burke, Paymaster. 

Eight Hon. Eichard Fitzpatrick, Secretary at War. 

Tho Great Seal in commission ; Lord Loughborough (Chief Justice 
of tho Common Pleas), First Commissioner. 

Sir James Wallace, Attorney General. 

Mr. John Lee, Solicitor-General. 



GEOEGE THE'*TffiEC'’S LETTERS 

TO LORD NORTH. 


Lett EH 1.‘ 

* Queen’a House* Feb. ‘J8th, 1788. 

^ 2 iJiiii. j)t. 9 a.ru. 

Loui) North, — Notliin^^ can l)e more honourable for 
Administration tliaii the divi.sion tin’s day, when not 
expected, and Mi’. Dowdeswell will not get great credit 
lor so verv weak a maiuL'uvro. 


(^)iiec‘n’s House*, aftonvards Biu^kinghain House, was bought of 
Sir riiarles Sheffield by George the Third in 17()1 for 21,000/., and 
settled on Queen Gharlottc, in lieu of Somerset House, by an Act 
passed in 1775. Here all tlie King's children were,, born, George 
Iho b\)urth alone excepted. The (iuoon’s IFouso was taken down in 
1S25 to make room for the present Buckingham Palace. — Cuuning- 
ham\ Handhook of London, p. 80, 2ud ed. 

The Bight Hon. William Dowdeswell, of l^ill (\)urt, in the 
«?ouuty of W orcester, was ( 'hancellor of the Exchequer in the first 
Ih^ckingham Administration, 1705-6. Ho died at Nice in 1775. 
For an estimate of his financial abilities, see Sir James Prior’s 
‘ Life of Malone,’ p. 4411 ; and, for liLs character (by Edmund Burke), 
liord Alliemarle’s ‘^lemcnrs of the Marquis of Bockingham,’ vol. i. 
p. 225. land Chatham, who liked not the Itockingham Whigs, used 
to speak of him as “dull Dowdeswell;” and Jiord Mahon (Hist, 
of England, vol. v. p. 0,‘ll) thinks the epithet not ill-bestowed, 
admitting, however, that Dowdeswell was “ upright and well- 
“ informed.” 

'Ihe division was probably in a Committee of Ways and Means, 
but I can find no record of its real object. 


• botterd marked with a single aa- 
teri.<«k have been printed in part by 
Cord Brougham, Appendix to Sketch 
of I.ord North, Statesmen of the Time j 
(icr^rtje TJf, lH.jS ed.; and those 
VOL. I. 


marked with tw’o asterisks, by I.ord 
Mahon also, now Earl Stanhope, iii his 
Historic of Kncfland from the Pence of 
rtrerht, Ac., fifth e<l., 

11 



2 


OEOBGE the THIBD'S 


[1708. 


Letter 2. 

• ♦ Queen’s House, April 25tli, 1768. 

Lord North, — Though entirely confiding in youi* 
attachment to my person, as well as in your hatred of 
6Y#y lawless proceeding, yet I think it highly proper 
to apprize you that the expulsion of Mr. Wilkes appears 
be very essential, and must he effected; and that I 
luake no doubt, when you lay this affair with your 
usual precision before the meeting of the gentlemen of 
the House of Commons this evening, it will meet with 
the required unanimity and vigour. The case of •Mr. 
Ward,* in the reign of my great-grandfather, seems to 
point out the best method of proceeding on this occa- 
sion, as it will equally answer whether the Court should 
by that time have given sentence, or should he be 
attempting to obtain a writ of error. If there is any 
man capable of forgetting his criminal writings, I tliink 
his speech m the Court of King’s Boncli, on Wednesda y 
last, reason enough for to go as far ns possible to expel 
him; for lie declined ‘Numlx)r 45’ a paper that the 
author ought to r/lor?/ in, and the hliisplicmous jiocm a. 
more Ituliorous production. But I will detain you no 
longer on this subject, and desire yon will send me 
word, when the meeting is ov'cr, tlie result of wliat lias 
passed, and also how soon you mean to despatch a mes- 
senger with an account of it to the Duke of Grafton, as 
I will by the same person send a letter to him. 

George B. 


Pori lament was dissolved on the 12 th of jMarch in this year, and 
scarcely had the writs fur a general election hecn issued when John 


* John Ward of Hackney, being convicted of forgery, had been expelled the 
Honao in May, 1728. Lord Mahon, Hist, of England, vol. v. p. 227. 

The ‘ Ea.say on Wonmn.’ 
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Wilkes stepp( <l upon the political stage. His appearance mms, for 
certain purposes, adni i rably timed. There was litt le or no confiiltmce 
in public men ; the King was unpopular in the City ; the upper classes 
were split into two angry factions ; the lower classes were pinched 
by slackness in trade and the high price of provisions. On his part, 
W ilkes had evciy motive for troubling the waters. His situation 
at Paris, where ho had generally resided since his outlawry, was 
become dis;igreeable. He was def*ply involved in debt, and had 
exhausted his sujtplies from England. He arrived in the metropolis 
on the nth or 7 th of February, and was concealed at 31 1 *. Hay leys 
in (Ircat Alio Street, Gcxxl man’s Fields, until the general election 
came on. He was urged to oiler himself for Westminster, but li(‘ 
p](‘frrrul trying tlie City, where the 3Iinistry was unpckjuilar, and 
\vli<‘ro he was regarded as a martyr to men as l>ad or worse tliaii liim- 
self. ■ He polled 1247 of the liveiyunen, but he was in a minority; 
be immediately ollered himself for the county, and the fn'c'bolders 
of .Middlesex returned him by a very large majoi ity. 'riu^ populace 
of Loudon was transported with delight: they mad(‘ th(3 City ring 
witli slioTits of “ W ilkes and Idberty,” and displayed tlu'ir zeal by 
bn’aking tht? Farl of Jluhj’s and the Lord ^layor’s windows. 

3'b(‘ new Parliament assembled on the 10th of May ; cons<M|uently 
tin* (’abiiK.t, at the date (»f this letter, was consulting how to deal 
with the English C/ofh'us. IVo days after it was writtmi, \\ilk(‘s 
WHS in rii^tody of fho Mnrshnl of the KingVPene]} Pj jsf n. 

It W()]jld'l)e an erior to suppose that Wilkes was suj^jvu’lerl (Uily 
»y I lie mol). Thon.sands of respect a 1)1(5 electors, if tiny did not 
ppiove the man, applauded the principles lie represent'd, and eon- 
cnined tlio sentences of outlaw7*y nnder Avliieh ho was sn tiering. On 
Ins, as on other occasions wliieli will pres(*nt tlnmiselves in ihvsi‘ 
•tters, popular vioh'iiec was ivally a protest against Parliamentary 
rivil('g(‘. A blind instinct was at work in th(5 nation. Tiny h'lt 
lemselves iinrepres(uit(3d in a IIou.s(‘, chosen by family intluemM* 

1 one hand, and open and paljiable corruption on the otlier; tiny 
id not until 17(J0 tin' nmaiis of expressing tli(‘ir opiiii<»ns at ]mb- 
• ruiu'tings ; they bad not repri'sonta fives in t}i(5 pri'ss ; and 
cordingly they elustei-ed and (damound around a man who, in 
me d( gie(\ embodied in bis own person their real or HU]>])osi'xl 
il Vaiiees. 

\\ (‘ are ('iiabled to trace pretty nearly W ilkes’s progress in juiblie 
vour. Walpole says, in his ‘Memoirs’ fvol. iii. p. LS7, with 
lieli compare bis letter to Sir H. Mann, March 31, ITdSj: “ When 
Wilkes first arrivid in town, 1 had .seen him pass before my win- 
lows in a liaekney-c'liair, attended but by a dozt n ebildi’en and 
vVemeii ; now, all Wi'stminster was in a riot.’ Franklin wiites 
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to Mb bo^ April 16, 1768; “I went last week to Winchester, and 
« that, for fifteen miles out of town, there was scarce a 

“ door or window- shutter next the road unmarked with ‘Wilkes 
“ and Liberty,’ and ‘ Number 45,’ and this continued here and 
“ there quite to Winchester, which is sixty-four miles.” 

Bishop Watson (Anecdotes of the Life of, vol. i. p. 55) says; “ I 
‘‘ disliked M.r. Wilkes’s mobs, but I did not dislike his cause, judging 
“ that the constitution was violated in the treatment ho received 
“ both from the King’s ministers and the House of Commons. His 
“ case not only made a gi-eat noise at home, but was much bruited 
“ abroad ; in cloisters as well as in courts ; amongst monks as well 
“ as politicians. I happened to bo at Paris about that time (1709) ; 
“ and the only question which I was asked by a Carthusian monk, 
“ who showed mo liis monastery, was, ‘ whether Monsieur VilJees or 
“ (ho King had got fho bettor? 


Lettkr 3 . 

* Queen’s House, Jan. 28th, 17r)9. 

35 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Loud Nou'ni, -Nothing could afford me greater plea- 
sure tlian your account of tlio great majority tlie last 
night. I attribnie this principally to the ability shoivn 
by you, both in planning the measure and in the execu- 
tion of it. T shonld.he glad if you could call here airy 
time convenient to you before dinner, that I may more 
fully learn what has passed. 


On the 27th January Wilkes’s petition was Uikcn into considera- 
tion. Lord North’s ahility was shown, in the King’s opinion, in his 
moving that tho i)otitionor’s counsel should confino their ^rgument 
to two points alone. His reason for so limiting the interposition of 
tho House was plausible. He said that, on all other points, >N ilkes 
might seek his remedy in the ordinary Courts of Iaiw. “He is 
“ now,” said liord Nortli, “ prosecuting in due course of law tho 
“ Secretary of State, Lord Halifax, and laying his damages at 
“ 20,000/.’* liho planning divided tho Opjiosition and the supportei*s 
of tho petition. It ai)pcars, from tho ‘ Hardwicko Papers,’ that 
“Wilkes’s friends and most of Ijord Kockinghain’s, together with 
“ the young patiiots, were for taking in the whole [matter of the 
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“ petition]. Mr. Grenville thought with Lord North, and defended 
“ the limitation.” The motion was carried by a majority of 147 
(278—131). 

Lord Brougham (‘Statesmen of the Time of George III./ p. 67, 
ed. 187)8), however, thinks that this letter refers to the debate upon 
tlie resolutions and address to the King respecting the disturbances 
ill America. But I cannot reconcile the King’s pleasure at Lord 
North’s ability Avith the debate on American affairs, whcjoas the 
niiiiist(‘r displayed considerable adroitness in the Wilkes business. 
The debate on American disturbances was on the 26 th of January. — 
Parliamentary History, xvi. p. 484. 


Lkt'i’kii 4. 

Queen’s House, Feb. 'Jnd, 

‘J4 min. pt. 11 a.m. 

Lord North, — It g’ives me great j)leasure that you 
lave .so far got through tlie fatiguing hu.siiie.ss. [I] do 
lot doubt but tliat this day will finally end it; at the 
amc time I can not lielp expressing my uneasines.^^, 
east you sliould sufier by so very close an attendance. 


77te fatiyiiiny huslners was the debate on W ilkes’s Betition. On 
aist of Januiiry Wilkes had appi^ared as a prisoner at the bar 
f the House. On the next day the Ifou.se agreed without a division 
hat the petitioner had not made gtKxl the tAvo allegations upon 
.’hieli he had l)een lieard, and that his petition was frivolous. On 
le 2nd (.)f February ho was again at the bar on a eliai ge of breach 
f privilege, viz. the publication by him, witli comments tliereon, 
r a letter addressed by Lord Wh.yniouth, one of the Secaetaries of 
tale, to the Surrey magistiAates, previous to the riots in St. tieorge’s 
'ields-^^Iay 10, 1768— urging ui)on them the m ce.ssity of vigour 
lid activity. Wilkes avowed himself the author of the comments, 
ikI claimed the thanks of his country for having made i)ubli(* 
Weymouth’s bloody scroll.” The House however, far from 
lanking him, resolved by a majority of 103 (239 — 136) that he 
id been guilty of publishing “ an insolent, scandalous, and .sedi- 
tious lil)el;” and on the following day (Feb. 3^, on a motion by 
ord Biirrington, expelled him the House. A long and vehement 
dxite ensued upon this motion ; but it Avas carried at tAvo o’clock 
I the morning of the 4th by a majority of 82 (219 — 137). Horace 
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Walpolo, 8 hr( 3 wdor tlian tlio majority, “that, coiisidoi-iii^ 

“ WilkcHH uttor want of parliamcntaiy ability, tlio Ifousc of (’(»ni- 
“ inoiis was tli (3 very place wh(3i‘o he could do the least iiiischiel. ’ 
(II. ^\’alpolo to Sir il. Mann, March 31, 1708.) 


Lktter 5. 

* Quceii’a House, Feb, .Sni, 

5 min. pt. I 1 ii.m. 

Loud North,— could he more liouoiirahle 
for (Jovcrrimcut tlijui tljc conclusion of the do1).‘ito tliis 
mornijio-, niid proiiiisos a very })ro{)or end of tliis o*rk- 
soine Jiffair this day: I cannot lielp at tlie same time 
ex])ressin<^ some surjirise at tlie very inconsislent jiart 
of some of those wlio opposed on this dehate who liad 
supported iJie day before. 


“ On Tiovd llarrineiton’.s motion for the expulsion of Mr. Willa‘S, 
“ whicih was carried by 219 a^'ainst 137 : the resolution, moved by 
“ tlie AitoriKy-CJeneral do (»rey, of censure on Mr. Wilkes for a 
“ seditious libel, having binm carried the day before by 239 against 
“ (I.ord Ib-ougliam’s note, ib. p. (>7.; 

In the words, “ very inconsistent pai t,” the King probably 
refers to tlie vott's of Mi'. Grenville and some of his immediate fol- 
lowers, and to the circumstance of the Solicitor- General (Dunning) 
and Lieut.-(iieneral (^Jnway liaving absented themselves from the 
divisit)!!. I’rudent men began to perceive tliat the House was pushing 
matters too fai* — making rarliamcnt odious and Wilkes poj)ular. 


Letter G. 

’•‘Queen’s House, March 3l8t, 17G9. 

40 min. pt. 3 p.m. 

Lord North, 1 have this instant lieard that the 
grand jury have refused to find bills against any 
of the persons concerned in the audacious tnmnlt at 
St. James’s on the 22nd, although Sir Alexander 
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Gilinoiir aiul one of tlie justices swore to tlie two men 
tljat liad struck tliein in tlie execution of tlieir oftices. 
Tliis seems so extraoi’dinary tliat I desire you will 
en(|uire into it, and send me a- full account of what 
lias jiassed. 

W ilkes, after his expulsion from the ITousc on the “Ith of Febru- 
ary, announeed his intention to offer himsi‘lf a<;ain for ^Middlesex, 
sayin^; with truth, as well as point, in his “ Address to the Fnv- 
“ liolders,” that, “if onee the .^linistry shall be pc'rmitted to say 
“ whom tlie freelioldiTs shall not choose, the next step will be to 
“ t«ll them whom ihoy shall choose.” (‘Ann. Ih‘o;ister,’ ITtJll, vol. xii. 
p. <io j. Fh(; event jiistilied his boast that “no ministt'rial candidate 
“ would have a chance against him.” On the Kith of February he 
was r(‘-('lcct(‘d witliout opposition. On the IVth, on a motion by 
Lord Stran<^v, he was declared “ incai>able of beinj^ ( li'cted a memb(*r 
“to sciv(‘ in the jn’esent Parliament ” by a majority of 14(5 (lidT)- 
S!>j. On lh(‘ mth of March he was a^i^ain returned for Middl('S(.*x. 
On the 22nd (»f that month oecurnal “the audacious tumult at 
“ kSt. flames’s,” mentioned in lictters 5-7. After the division on 
the 17th of Fclnaiary the supj)orters of the Oovernment in the (^ity 
and the adjoining counties got up demonstrations in its favour as 
a s(.‘t off against the public meetings on In'half of Wilkes, or rather 
on that of freedom of election. Lssex led the way, and Fss(‘x, as 
I loraee W alpole observes, “being the great county for calves, it 
‘^pi’odueed nothing but ridicule.” 

At length, after sonic disappointments of the ministerialist party 
and much tumult in London, an Address, helped, it was said, by 
money from the Treasury, was inepared and presented to the King 
on the 22nd of March. The original procession indeed —consisting 
of six hundred merchants and other loyal and sanguine persons — 
did not reach St. .lamess Palace, lor two-thirds of its members, 
maltreated by the \\ilkite mob, did not pass the straits of 4\‘mi)lo 
Bar. • The valiant residue collected again west of the City barrier, 
and arrived in very evil plight at St. .James’s Palace. Here llic 
tumult surged liighcr than ever. More than once the Address itself 
narrowly escaped falling into the clutches of its enemies. Tlie 
chairman of the deputation, who was to have presented it, drenched, 
blindiA, and coated with mud, could not enter the Presence ChambtT. 
Lord Steward Talbot quitted himself valiantly, and arrested two of 
the rioters, but his wand of office was brok(Ui, and himself forced 
back into the Palace by friends in the rear and by foes in front. 
At length, after the King, hi.> ministers and lords-in-waiting, had 
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been kept wondering for some hours, the Address got upstairs, was 
read and answered. The mob somewhat tardily was dispersed by 
a company of the Guards, and fifteen of them were sent to gaol, but 
the grand jury of Middlesex refused to find bills of indictment 
against them. 

From the fallowing anecdote it would appear that the signatures 
to the Merchants* Address were not very strictly scrutinised. ]\Ir. 
Whately writes to Mr. Grenville on March .'>0, 17Gi) : — 

“ Among the Merchant Addresses, of which a list was so pomp- 
“ ously inserted in the Gazette, I saw the name (d 'J’liomas llroughton, 
“ Fsq., and had the curiosity to ask whether that was the Tom 
“ Tlroughton who was once my father’s livery servant, then kept a 
“ puucli-house, and is now a broker. The answer I received was, 
“ tliat, alf-liough there were some veiy good names amongst them, 
“ there were not fifty better than ^J’om llrougliton’s ; and that many 
“ were used to see their names in the Gazette, having api)earcd there 
“ before, some of tlnan more than once, as bankrupts.” (‘ Grenville 
Papers,’ vol. iv. p. 420.) 

Tom Broughton had as much right to subscribe to the Address as 
his betters : but such anecdotes are valuable, as sliowing that there 
was a Court-mob as well as a Wilkes-mob, though we hear more 
of the one than of the other. 

See ‘Franklin’s Memoirs and ( -orrcs]K)udence,’ vol. ii. p. IGl, for 
an account of the Wilkes riots on the 28th of March. 


Lktter 7. 

* Queen’s House, March 31st, 1739. 

*J0 min. pt. 1 1 p.in. 

Loud Nouth,: — The short state of the bills 2)referrecl 
this day, which I have just received from you, manifests 
the factious and partial conduct of the grand jury. If 
there is no moans by law to quell riots, and if juries 
forget they are on their oath to be guided by facts, 
not faction, this constitution must he overthrown, and 
anarchy (the most terrible of all evils) must ensue ; it 
therefore behoves every honest man with vigour to 
stiind forth, and by such methods as may seem most 
eflectual to give elasticity to the springs of Government. 





LETTERS TO LORD NORTH. 


I iim really to take any forward jxxtli that the ]ne!<ent 
crisis may require, and I trust that every man not ab- 
sorhed in faction will now firmly unite to crush this 
[i;irty that aim at the very vitals of all government; as 
to your zeal and firmness I know 1 can thoroughly rely 
on them. 


TilCTTKR 8. 


* Queen's Hotisc, April Ifith, 17G‘J. 

27 min. ])t. 1 1 a.m. 

Loim) Noiith, — Tlic IToiise of Coiniiioiis liaviiig in so 
spirited ii iiiiinner felt wliat ilicy owe to tlieir own pri- 
\ ile<*;es, as well as to the f^ood order of this county and 
metropolis, j>;ives me great satisruetion, and must gretitly 
tend to destroy that outrageous licentiousness tliat lias 
heen so successfully raised by wicked and disaiipointed 
men ; but whilst I cinnmcnd this, I cannot omit ex- 
juessing my tliorongli conviction tliat this was chielly 
owing to the sjnrit and good conduct you have shown 
during the whole of this unpleasant business. 

On Saturday the 15th of April it was moved by Mr. Onslow, 
** That Henry Lawes Luttrelf lOsq.,* ought to have been returned a 
“ kiiiglit of the shin; to serve in tliis present Harliarnent for the county 
of Middlesex.” 'J’he division toc»k place at three o’clock on Sunday 
morning, when the majority for Ministers was 54 (197-14a). 


Lkttkk 9. 

* Queen's House, May 9th, 1709. 

38 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord Noktu, — I received early thi.s morning your 
account of the very honourable issue of yesterday’s de- 


■ Colonel Luttrell, eldest son the himself fur Middlesex. The result of 
lately-created Irish peer Lord Irnham, the poll was, for Mr. Wilkes, 1143; for 
vacated his scat for Bossiney, and offered Colonel Luttrell, 29G. 
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bate, aud have this instant received tlic list of the 
speakers. The Honse of Commons has with becoming 
dignity supported their own privileges, without which 
they cannot subsist ; it is now my duty with firmness to 
see the laws obeyed, which I trust will by degrees restore 
good order, without which no State can flourish. 


On tho 8th of May a petition from the freeholders of Middlesex 
praying the House of Commons to l escind their motion of April 15th 
in favour of Colonel Luttrell’s return, and to admit Mr. AVilkths to 
his seat, was discussed and counsel heard’ upon it. After the debate 
the election of Luttrcll was confirmed by a majority of G9 (221-152). 
See Tiord Brougham’s note, id. p. G8. 

Lord Temple, reporting the debate to tho Countess of Chatham, 
writes (‘Chatham Correspondence,’ vol. iii. p. 357), “Yesterday 
“ twTiicd out again a most glorious day ; not tho shadow of an argu- 
“ meut in favour of dis(i[ualification, by precedent or otherwise. 
“ Wedderburno made a most excellent speech with us. It luis cost 
“ him his seat in Varliament ; which ho has this day vacated, in cun- 
“ secpieiKje of 81r Lawrence Dundas’s reproaches and de sires from 
“ what 1 think too ge-neTous a delicacy. The miniLers Avere 221 to 
“ 152; tJie greatest minority, 1 believe, over known (he last day ed' 
“ a hevssion,” 


Lktteu 10. 

’“Qiiecira House, Jim. 7th, 1770. 
b luin. pt. 8 }).m. 

Lord North, — I am so desirous that every man in 
my service that can with projiriety take part in the 
debate on Tuesday sliould speak, that i desire you will* 
very strongly press Sir Gilbert Elliott and any otlrers 
that have not taken in the last session so forward a jiart 
as their abilities make them capable of, and I have no 
(^hjection to your adding that 1 have particularly directed 
you to s[)eak to them on this occasion. 
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“ I’licMlay, Otli January, on tlio opening of tlio third Sessitai «»f the 
“ tliirtrenth Parliament. The Address was earriinl hv 204 against 
“ i:;s. In tliis dehatii Fox spoke and voted with tlu* ( lovernnienl, 
“ and soon afttn ward.> was appointed a Lord of the Admiralty.’’ — 
JiOj d Proiigham, ib. ]>. (58. 

“ Tlie King’s Siicoch began hy lamenting a distemper wliieh liad 
“ lately broken out among the horned cattle of the kingdom, and 
“ towards the checking of which some measures had been taken by 
“ tlie Ihivy ( ’ouncil without the assent of Parliament. Much lidicule 
“ at the time was showered upon this refcienec in the Loyal Speeidi ; 
“ and Junius (Letter xxxvi., February 14, 1770) charged the Duke 
“ (if (Jrafton with having put into liis mouth not the true sentimeJits 
“ Ilf a king, but rathcT Mhe mi.^ery of a luimd grazier.’” in J.'-tiO 
we shall pmbably tliink the clause in tlie spetch of some importanei*, 
and tlu' .'^areasm of Junius misplaced, if Alnion may be luJit'Ved, 
tlierc' was also some mi.stinKal mirth in tlie House of Loids. 'I'liero 
liad been a fair erop of divorces in the pri'vious year, among tlaaii 
those (d* Lord (Jrosveiior and tlui Duke of (jiaftoii; jind wluai the 
King made mention of the horned cattle tlaso “two witty peers” 
liowi.d t(j each other. (Lord iMalnjii’s *IIist. of Fngland,’ vul. v. 
p. ;!70.) 

The ‘ I.ondon (Jazelte’ at this period contains the orders issued liy 
the Privy (.’ouneil, which it is intert‘sting to compare with the 
ordiTs in 18(55-0. In the last century the murrain (juitted Pritain 
w]i(.n it tJiouglit fit — not sooner. JVo remedy was discjoveied then, 
and the most ehieient tn-ntmont seems to Jiave ]x‘en — surgical. 

^ Sir (liJhei t Elliot of Jlinto, father of the fust Earl of JMijito, was 
an active member of the Court Jiarty, and Jiad stood high in the 
favour of Lord Lute. He was a L(.>rd of the Admiralty, 1750 ; 'iVea- 
siirerof tliePhamber, 1702; Keeper of the Signet foi* Scotland, 1707; 
and I’reasurer of the X avy, 1 770. 1 le died in 1771. Sir W’alter Scott 
(‘ Lay of the Last Minstrel,’ cant. i. note ix.) commends Sir Hilbert’s 
pastoral song, “ My sheep 1 neglected, I broke my sheep-hixik.” 


Lkttkr 11. 

* * Quoon rf IfounL!, J;in. J nl, I77n. 

4n Jilin. [)t. 1 U a.iii. 

Lord North, — After .seeing' you Just nigJit, I saw 
Lord AYeyinoiitli, wlio, l)y my ilirecdion, will wtiit on 
you witli Lord Gower this nioriiing to juess you in the 
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strongest manner to accept the office of First Commis- 
sioner of the Treasury ; my own mind is more and more 
strengthened with the rightness of the measure that 
would prevent every other desertion. You must easily 
see that if you do not accept I have no peer at present 
in my service that I could consent to place in the Duke 
of Grafton’s employment. Whatever you may think, 
do not take any decision, unless it is the one of instantly 
accepting, without a farther conversation with me. 
And as to the other arrangements, you may hear what 
others thiivk, hut keep your own opinion till I have 
.seen you. 


TJio Duke of Grafton resigned the office of First Lord of the 
I’reiiHury on the evening of the 28tli of January. For the possible 
motives of liis resignation see Introduction. 


Lettkk 12, 

* * Queen’s House, Jan. 29th, 1770. 
lie rjiin. pt. 9 a.m. 

Loun North, — 1 hope you will cither this morning 
or after the debate in the House of Commons sec Lieu- 
tenant-General Conway,“ for I know how much he is 
pleased at little marks of attention, and that by placing 
some confidence in him you may rely on his warm 
sup})ort. I wish by a line to be inforraeil hoAV you 
fouml Lord Mansfield last night, and whether you had 
• any conversation with Lord Chief Justice Wilmot. 


• Flo had a scat in the Cabinet but without office, and resigned it on Lord 
North’s bocouiiug Fiwt Lord of the Treasury. 
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Letter 13 . 

♦Queen’s House, Feb, 1st, 1770. 

35 min. pt. 5 p.ni. 

Lord North, — In consequence of my acquainting; tlie 
Duke of Grafton with the propriety of Colonel Fitzr()y’.s“ 
now decidinj^ whether he chooses to accept the office of 
Yice-(^hamherlain, the Colonel has heen with me, and 
has in the hansomest (sic) manner declined ; you will 
tlicrefore loose (sic) no time in sounding; JMi'. liobinson. 


LE'rri’i: 14 . 

* * Queen’s House, Feb. Lst, 1770. 

Lolii) Nojrni, — I aui (xreutly rejoiced at the con- 
clusion of the (leliato. A majority of 40 at iJiis particular 
crisis, coiiskleriiig it is upon tlio old ground that lias 
been at least ton times before tlie House, is a very 
favourable auspice on your taking the lead in adminis- 
tration. ]]clieve me, a little spirit will soon restore a 
^degree of order in my service. I am glad to find Sir 
Gilbert Elliott has again spoke. 


“On the 3 lst of January, tlie House having again resolved itself 
“ into a ctaniniticc on the state of the nation, ]\lr. Jlowdeswell moved, 
“ That hy the law of the land, and the known law and usage of Far- 
“ liament, no person eligible by common right can be ineajiae.itated 
“ by vote or resolution of this House, but by Act of Parliament only.’’ 
(‘ Hurl. Hist.’ vol. xvi. p. 800, an. 1770.) 

The majority wrs somewhat larger than His Majesty reports it, 
viz. 4.5 (220—81). 

Sir Gilbert Elliot (‘Pari. Hist.’ ib. 100) “spoke lamnhj and with 
“ some relation to the question ; he concluded by saying that there 
“ seemed to be a combination to sweep away the old lurniture of 

• Colonel Fitzroy was one of the Rockingham Whigs. See Memoirs of Rocking- 
ham, vol. i. .p. 219. 
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“ St. JairKi.s’H, aiKl to s^vee|) away that Houses.” Lord Luckinjj^liain, 
imparting tlio division to Lord (liatliam, writes, — “ hcml Lliatliam 
“ will not ho mneli surprised at tliis mojority, as his lordship must 
liav() s(*,(;n for some y(%*irs tliat it is neither men nor measures, 
“ hut something else, which operates in these tiiiKJS.” (‘ ( 'hathaiii 
( \>rres])ond.’ vol. iii. p. 414.) Colonel Larre, in the course of the 
d(5hat<*, compared th(5 »Stat<i to a vc'sscd in a stoim which had ted 
with her mainmast (tin; Duke of Crafton), and was trying to scud 
under a jnrymast (FiOrd North). Ijord Nortli admitted that the 
stoi-ni was great, hut told the Ojiposition thal. the ship was not yed, 
eomp(‘l]ed to hang out distress lights for pilots, and that hm* own 
(new was quite ahle to bring her into port. 


Lkttkr 15 . 

* Queen’s TTouse, Feb. l‘2tb, 1770. 

28 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Loiii) Noiith, — As tlio question proposed by Mi’. 
Dowdc.swoll was Avcll calculated to catch many persons, 1 
tliinb it has heoii rejected hy a very handsome majority.'' 


Lkttku 10. 

* Queen’s House, Feb. lOtli, 1770. 

•18 min. pt. lo 2 ).in. 

Loim) North, — Yonr information of what has jiassed 
this day in the Ilou.se of (Ymmons docs not do 0[)j)o- 
sitioM great honour; 1 wish to know in wliat manner 
Sir Lawi’cnce Dundas has received the answer I author- 
ised you to give him in consequence of his very unrea- 
sonable and unseasonable ajiplication. I suppose you 
do not wish Mr. Robinson should vacate his scat until 
the debate of Monday is over. Lord Weymouth ac- 


Mr. Dowdeswell moved in a Com- for Members of Parliai.ient." The ma- 

mitieo of the whole House that a Bill jority ayjainst liis *• question ” was 75 

be br^ight in For disqualifying cer- (‘JU.'J — 188). 
tain Otlieers in the Uevenue from voting 
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qiiaiiitcd ino with liis iiitondiiip; to wait on yon to- 
morrow })revioiis to the rest of tlie coinj^any that are 
to (lino will) yon, to talk over the Irisli allairs. He 
|)]*op()'<es saying, tliat as lie nnderst^iiKls Lord Townsliend 
would dislike resigning the Lord-LieuteiKin(*y, tliat he 
cannot advise the pressing him on that subject ; in (*011- 
se(|ueiice of that I slmuld think Loi*d Halifax a V(U‘y 
])i'oper piu*son to he apjiointed Privy Seal; I wisli 
you would in general ojien the intended aiTangemenIs 
to him, which will he kindly taken. 


'J'lio proper business before tlie House on lliis day was lliat llie 
Resolution deelarinj^ W ilkes ineapabl(‘ of bein*]; (‘leet(‘d b) siu vi^ in 
<b(‘ present I’arlianient, was aj^reeable to tlie law of tbe land and 
Hie custom of .ParliaiiKUit, and llie division on it was 2.17 a<;-.ainst 
150. Hut tliis bappeiu'd not to biHlui Imsini'ss that onjjjrosst'd Hus 
House. Tlie new Sp(‘aker, Sir I'lidiOun* Norton, Solieitor-C b'lu'ral 
(17()2), had a controversy with Sir William McTi'ditli ; tlu^ House 
demanded tli.it the Speaker’s “words 1x5 takiui down.” (Sei^ Hatsi'H's 
‘ I’reeedciils of Proceedings in House of (^mimons.’ Hai.s<dl was tbe 
clerk who took the words down.) A general upnxir (‘usui'd : the 
Oitposition attacked the Speaker with vehemence; the Ministry dcv 
fended him. Mr. I)owd(‘SWell moved that the Speaker be* eeaisiire el. 
His motion was lejst. Mr. (h*e»rge* (ireaiville and ( Vdonel Parrel we'rii 
C()ns])icue)us for their denuneiatiems of Sir Flete:h(*r Ne)rte)n’s language*. 
This e'pi.soelieial debate lasteel from femr to nearly ten o’clock in Hu; 
eve*ning. 


Lkttku 17 . 

Queen’s House, Feb. lOtli, 1770. 
rj.") min. pt. 2 p.iii. 

Lord North, — Tf the House is up as early this even- 
ing as it has hcen of late, I desire you will direct Mr. 
Kohinson to come at any time before half-hour past 
ten ; if that cannot he, I shall send the key to you 
in the morning, that in case any cpiestion should he 
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asked wketker he has the possession of it when his 
Y/piti is inovGcl, tlivit it inny l)C cinsworGd iii tlic ciftirniQ»* 
tiVe, and in that case you will appoint, him to he wit/i 

me at half-hour past throe. 


T\io llonouralilo 'riaoiiiaH UoVimwm, eldest son of Lord Urantliam, 
was appointed, in Tsovemher, 1706, one of the Lords of Trade ; in 
1770, Vice-r}iain])erlain to the King; in 1771, Ambassador to the 
court of Madrid; in 1781, First Lord of tlic Luard of Trade ; and 
in 1782, Secretary of State for the Home 1 lepartment - Sliellairnc 
Ministiy. lie succeeded liis fatlier as second Lord (Irantliam in 
1770, and died in 1780. He was among the confidential agents of 
Lord North. Junius (Letter Ti.) says, “ tlie genius of Mr. llradshaw ” 
— the Duke of Grafton’s agent — “inspires Mr. llobinson.” “ The 
Key'* is the Vicc-Ghamborlain’s ensign of oflice. 


Lkttkr 18 . 

Queen’s House, Feh. ‘Joth, 1770. 

liOPvD North, — Tlio account of the divisions last 
ni^dit gaves me j2;i’cat ideasurc. If you can find tijiie 
to call hero at seven this eveninp^, I should be glad to 
hear some particulars of the debate.^ 


Lktter 19 . 

*Feb. 28th, 1770. 4o min. pt. 1) p.m. 

Loud North, — The seeing that the majority con- 
stantly increases gives me great pleasure. 


This letter refers to the division on ]\Ir. Grenville’s motion on the 
State of the Givil List. See ‘Tail. Hist.,’ xvi. p. 84d. The division 


• The (lebtite was on the Resolution I74\ on Report of Committee on the 
of February 17. [Letter U>.J The j State of the Nation. 

<li\ision8 which gave plea.'^ure were: | (‘J.) Majority , -7 (i (2;>7 — ir>9), on the 

( 1. Majoriiy for Miiii.sters, r>9 (24.‘1 — ■ question of Wilkes’s incapacity. 
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for tlio motion was 165 ; against it, 262. Colonel BaTr4 alluded to 
“ a suspicion in the people that a great part of tho E]2]g'ff 167611116 

w?iS expended in debauching the principles of the ITonso of 
“ Commons.” 


Lkttkh 20. 

’•'Queen’.s House, I^larch (Jtli, 177o. 

•40 min. pt. -4 p.m. 

Lord North, — If you arc not at the T louse 

of (\)ininous, I sliall be ^lad to see you about seven 
tliis evc'iiin^, wlien I liope to hear wliat lia.s |)asso<l at 
Guildliall tlii.s day. 


“ Oil the 1st of March a Momorial signed by six noisy men was 
“ laid before tlio (\uiimoii (^oiinoil, complaining that the Pc'tition 
“ jiresentod to the King in tlie preceding year liad not Ix'eii an- 
“ swered, and rotpiesling the convention of a Common Hall. Tlio 
“ Lord I^layor (Pu'ckford) and Sheriffs (I'ownsliend and Sawbridge,) 
“ supported the Memorial, and, after much debate and opposition 
“ from the Aldermen generally, a Common Hall was convened on 
“ March (Jth.” (Adoljdius, vol. i. p. 111.) 

^ For counter-resolutions to the Ivcmoiistrancc prejiared on the Gth, 
and presented on the 14th of Afarch, sec ‘Ann. Kogistor,* vol. xiii. 
]). 80. Horace IValpolc, writing to the Karl of Strafford some months 
before, says, “ 1 have learned how to make remonstrances and how 
“ to answer them. The latter, it seems, is a science much wanted in 
‘‘ my own country.” 


Lettfr 21. 

* Queen's House, March llth, 1770. 

20 min. pt. 4 i>,m. 

Lord North, — If you can call here betweeu seyen 
and eight previous to your going to (.^oiiiicil, I shall 
be glad to hear what precedents you have got; but if 
you cannot come, I will briefly by this acquaint you 
that I continue of opinion that an answer must be given 

VOL. I. 
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to the Remonstrance, and that, unless the instances are 
very similar of having' directed a certain number to 
attend, it will be every way best to receive them on 
the Throne. 


Letter 22 . 

♦ Queen’s House, March 13th, 1770. 

17 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — As I understand the House of Com- 
mons is up, I should be glad to see [you] between seven 
and eight with the answer to the Eemonstrance. 


TKe 'Remonstrance and the Answer wore delivered on the 14tli of 
Marcli. The former contained the celebrated passage that the 
majority of the Honse of Commons, by depriving the people of their 
dearest rights, 

“ Have done a deed more ruinous in its consequences than the 
“ levying of ship-money by Charles the First, or the dispensing 
“ power assumed by James the Second,” &c. 

See ‘Memoirs of Kockingham,’ vol. ii. p. 411 ; Lord Mahon, vol. 
V. p. 272 ; ‘ Pictorial Hist. Geo. III.’ vol. i. p. 01. “It is supposed 
“ that this Eemonstrance was drawn up by Loi'd Chatham (‘ Lord 
“ OrfurtVs Memoirs/ vol iv. p. 153), It is certain at least that ho 
“ entirely apjiroved it.” ‘Chatham Papers,’ vol. iii. p. 459. [Lord 
Mahon’s note, 1. c.] 


Letter 23 . 

♦Queen’s House, March 16th, 1770. 

5 mill. pt. 0 a.m. 

Lord North, — Nothing can be more respectful to 
me, nor more honourable for themselves, than the con- 
duct of the majority yesterday, of which I will say 
more when I see you this day. As there are so many 
[Bills] ready for my assent, I yesterday acquainted Lord 
Mansfield with my intention of going this day to the 
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House of Lords; least he should not have sent the 
Speaker word of this, I desire 3'’ou will not omit it; 
and I should be glad of seeing you either about twelve, 
or when I return for [sic] the House of Lords.® 


“ The majority yesterday,” 163 (271 — 108). The debate was on 
Sir Thomas Clavering’s motion that the Remonstrance of the City, 
and the King’s Answer to it, bo laid before the House. (‘ Pari. Hist.,* 
xvi. p. 874.) 

‘The Annual Register * for 1770 (March) gives an account of the 
preparations for the London and Westminster Petitions and Remon- 
strances to the King; and also of the divisions in the Common 
Council respecting the just presented Petition. 

Ministers, in spite of this majority, were beginning to bo seriously 
alarmed, and, now they had got the “ Petition and Remonstrance ** 
before Parliament, did not know what to do with it. Their con- 
sternation was increased by the prospect of other Petitions from 
Westminster and Middlesex. Calcraft writes to Earl Temple, 18th 
March, — “ Lord Chatham’s proposal about Westminster adds to 
“ their alarm. The greatest person requires cordials,** (‘ Chatham 
Correspond.* vol. iii. p. 430 ; comp. Adolphus, vol. i. p. 414.) 


Letter 24 . 

♦ Quooii's House, March 1 8th, 1 710, 
47 122112. pt. r> p.iii. 

Lord North, — The intended resolutions seem very 
proper, and as they do not end with any severity to the 
Lord Mayor or Sheriffs, will meet with but a feeble 
opposition, for on that depended the union of all the 
adverse party. 

People were very anxious to learn at Court this day 
the plan you propose for to-morrow, in particular Sir 
Thomas Clavering, who would, I find, be flattered with 
some communication from you on this subject, which 
his conduct on Thursday seems to deserve. 


Soo London Gazette of 16tb March, No. 11,026. 27 Bills wore signed. 

c 2 
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Sir Thomas Clavoring, who on tho 15th of March had moved the 
Address to tho King (Letter 23), moved on tho 19th,~“Tliat to 
“ deny the legality of the present rarliament, and to assort that the 
“ proceedings thereof are not valid, is highly unwarrantable, and 
“ has a manifest tendency to disturb the peace of the kingdom by 
“ withdrawing ITis Majesty's subjects from their obedience to tho 
“ laws of the realm.” 

At half-past two on the next morning the motion was carried by 
a majority of 154 (284 — 127). 

The resolutions were feeble enough ; little more than good resolu- 
tions to be more cautious in future, not to multiply the genus Wilkes, 
and to avoid expelling members from the House or committing them 
to the Tower — the very things which the “ Catilinas of the city,” as 
Lord Barrington termed them in the debate, the Lord Mayor and 
Sherififs, were desiring. 


Letter 25 . 

* Queen’s House, March 20th, 1 770. 

48 min. pt. 7 a.m. 

Lord North, — Tho more I reflect on the present Re- 
monstrance from the Livery, tho more I am desirous it 
should receive an answer, otherwise this bone of con- 
tention will never end; I therefore am thoroughly of 
opinion tijat, as tlio Sheriffs (though falsely) have Iti- 
sinuated tliat it is properly authenticated, that the least 
inconvenience will be tho receiving them on the Throne, 
and that the sober party cannot be liiirt with it when 
they find the answer is firm, which will draw on a joint 
Address from the two Houses of Parliament, and will 
enable the Aldermen and Common (^ouncilmen who 
dissented from this strange libel, on my having received 
it, to write a letter to one of my Princij^al Secretaries 
of State protesting against it, who may in answer say 
something civil from me in return. If this agrees with 
your ideas, I hope you will show the visitors you are 
to have this morning the necessity of thus ending the 
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affair, which will be honourably for them and their 
worthy friends. As tlie Council meet at eight, I shall 
expect you at seven this evening. 

In ^Tbe Public Advertiser’ you will find all that 
passed with the Sheriffs yesterday. 

After the debate on the 19th an Address was carried in the IToiiso 
of Commons, agreed to by the Lords on a conference, and presented 
to the King, who returned a most gracious answer. 

Nearly all the Aldermen assembled in the Common Hall on the • 
Gth of March dissented from the language and proceedings of Lord 
Mayor Beckford and the Sheriffs. 

Mr. Calcraft writes to Lord Chatham, 24th March — “ The Court 
“ thinks that Ministers have stopt too short in the persecution of 
“ the C^ity magistrates ; and the language of Thursday was, ‘ ]\ty 
“ Ministers have no spirit ; they don’t pursue measures with spirit.’ ” 
(‘ Chatham Corrosp.’ iii. p. 432.) 


Letter 26 . 

Queen’s House, March 28th, 1770. 

18 miu. pt. 11 a.in. 

Lord North, — I shall take care that proper directions 
lire given that Mr. Morton “ and Mr. Ambler be pre- 
sented to the Queen to-morrow before the Drawing 
rtoom, that they may bo presented to me just before the 
Drawing Room, as Mr. Morton sets out on Friday for 
Wales. 


Letter 27 . 

* Queen s House, April 5th, 1770. 

5 miu. i)t. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — I cannot helj) exjircssing some sur- 
jirise at seeing Lieutenant-General Conway’s name in 


» Mr. Morton, Chief Justice of Ches- | with the King’s approval, the insertion 
ter. As Member for Abingdon in 1765, ^ of the rrincess Dowager of Wales’s 
he had moved. May 0, at Lord Clian- j name in the Regency Rill, 
cellor Northington’s suggestion, and | 
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support ,of Sir Edward Astley’s motion, wliich is so 
antiquated an Opposition point, but which no candid 
man could be supposed to adopt. 


Sir Edward Astloy moved, “ That there he laid before this House 
an account of all grants and pensions and increased salaries made 
“ since the commencement of the present I’arliament, and payable 
“ out of any part of His Majesty’s revenues in Great Britain or 
“ Ireland, or any other part of His Majesty’s dominions, dis- 
“ tinguishing the times at which, and the persons to whom, such 
grants were made.” (‘Pari. Hist.’ vol. xvi. p. 927.) 

General Conway aigued that the motion was not unprecedented, 
and certainly proper for Parliament to entertain, as no power but 
that of the House could correct the profuseness of the Crown, par- 
ticularly as regarded the granting of pensions, which in all times 
have been applied to increase the power of the Minister. He voted 
also against the motion, which was lost by 68 (162-104), 


Lkttek 28. 

* Queen’s House, April 9tli, 1770. 

35 min, pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am rather surprised there could be* 
a debate this day on a matter quite in the teeth of a 
standing order of the House. If yon are willing to fill 
U23 tlie vacant employments before the recess, you will 
have a final conversation with mo on those arrange- 
ments on Wednesday, and the persons may come to 
St. James’s on Thursday previous to my going to the 
House of Lords, and their seats may be vacated on that 
day. 


Mr. Alderman Trecothick moved for leave to bring in a Bill to 
repeal tho American duty on tea. The propriety of this motion was 
disputed by the Ministry as being contradictory to a well-known 
rule of the House, namely, tluit anything which has received a 
negative shall not be brought on again tho same session. Tho 
Opposition allowc d tho rule, but denied that Mr. Trecothiok’s motion 



1770 .] 


LETTERS TO LORD NORTH. 


23 


camo under it. On tlio division, tLo question to go into tho otlier 
orders of tho day proj^osed by Lord Claro was carried by 28 (80 — 
52). (‘ Pari. Hist.,’ x\\. 928.) 


Letter 29 . 

Queen’s House, April 12th, 1770. 

20 min. pt. 1 1 a.m. 

Lord North, — I thoroughly approve of the steps 
you have taken, and will now write a civil compliment 
to Lord Weymouth on the impossibility of having given 
any rise to his brother on this occasion. 


Lord WeymoutJia brother : lion. IT. F. Thynno ; ho was appointed 
ono of the Postmasters-Gcneral on tho 10th of the following De- 
cember. “ Lord W'^oymouth, the head of the Thynnes of Longleat.” 
(Lord Mahon, vol. v. p. 185.) 


Letter 30 . 

^ ♦ Queen's House, April 20th, 1770. 

57 min. pt. 0 p.m. 

Lonn NoRTHy — Your plan for tho finances this year 
is so very lionourabic that it cannot fail of success. 
I am the more sanguine on this occasion as it shows 
in a most striking manner the fairness of Government 
in their dealings with the stockholders at the same time 
that France have in the most base manner deceived 
those concerned in their funds. 

The more I reflect on the approaching vacancy for 
Westminster, the more I am confirmed that it is not 
worth while to occasion a tumult in this city by encou- 
raging a contest, unless some man of an independent 
character could be prevailed on to stand, which I do 
not expect. 
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The King frequently, almost perennially indeed, applauds Lord 
North’s financial skill. It was not, however, so highly esteemed by 
other experienced persons at the time or since. 

Dr. Price said of Lord North that “ He doubled the national 
“ debt, before too heavy to be endured ; and let future generations 
rise up and call him— Blessed I ” “ What would he have said,” 
observes Bishop Watson (Anecdotes of his Life, vol. ii. p. 263), “ had 
“ he lived to see the state of the debt at the death of Mr. Pitt ? . . . . 
“ Lord North’s American war rendered it difficult for a man of five 
“ hundred pounds a-year to support the station of a gentleman, and 
M.r. Pitt’s Prench war made it impossible.” 

Earl Bussell (‘life of C. J. Fox,’ vol. i. pp. 235-240) minutely 
analyses and severely condemns the North budgets. 

For the distress of the French finances about this time, see 
Walpole’s Letters to H. S. Conway, 1771. 


Letteu 3L 

* Queen's House, April 24tb, 1770, 

46 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — The offer of the Vice-Trcasin'ership 
to the Duke of Beaufort will undoubtedly confirm him 
in liis very handsome manner of acting*, though he has 
declined. You will direct Lord Edgeumbe to come and 
kiss hands on Wednesday, and Sir Edward Hawke may 
now nominate another Admiral to the command at 
Plymouth, which at the desire of the Duke of Grafton 
ho had deferred doing until that Lord should obtain 
some employment. 

Henry, fifth Duke of Hetiufort, Master of the Horse to the Queen 
in 17()H, which office he resigned in Januaiy, 1770. (‘Chatham 
Correspond.’ iii. pp. 236, 395.) lie was elected a Knight of the 
Garter in 1786. 

George, third Baron Edgeumbe, afterwards (1781) Viscount 
Edgeumbe and Valletort, wus in 1789 created Earl of Mount 
Edgeumbe. He commanded with distinction the Lancaster in May, 
1756, and was sent homo with the nows of the surrender of Cape 
Breton in 1758. Ho was Clerk of the Council of the Duchy of 
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Lancaster, but resigned that office in 17()2, and Treasurer of the 
Household in 1766, from which post he was dismissed with some 
contumely by Lord Cdiatliam. (See ‘ Memoirs of Eockingham,* ii. 
p. 18, foil. ; ‘ Chatham Corresp./ iii. p. 127““30.) By accepting the 
Vice-Treasurership of the Queen's Household Lord Edgcumbe va- 
cated his post as Port- Admiral at Plymouth* 

Sir Edward, afterwards Lord, Hawke was Lord High-Admiiul 
from December, 1766, to January, 1771. 


Letter 32. 

Queen’s House, May 8th, 1770. 

30 min. in. 

Lord North, — I thoroughly concurr [a/c] in tlio 
opinion that the woi’ds I liacl 2)roposecl might bear an 
ox^jlanation that would be im^iropor ; I thiid< the altera- 
tion of the wjuty done to mj/ honotii- very right, hut wish 
what has been substituted had been more pointed. I 
think the offering Mr. Wood the Hou.sokeeper of White- 
hall is very right, and if he does not accept it you 
are free of him. 


Letter 33. 

* Queen’s House, May 13th, 1770. 

15 min. pt. 3 p.m. 

Lord North, — Mr. Pitt having this day resigoed 
his employment as Groom of the Bedchamber, I liave 
directed Lord BristoP to notify Sir George Osborn as 
Jiis successor. There seeming to bo some doubt whether 
Parliament can be prorogued on Thursday, I shall not 
ol)ject to going to the House on Saturday.^ I thought 
it right to send you word of this, as it may the better 
enable you to settle the business of the week. 


Groom of the Stole. ’’ Parliament was prorogued on the 19th, “ Saturday.” 
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Letter 34. 

Queen’s House. May 14th, 1770. 

15 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — If you are at liberty this evening, 
I wish you would call here at any time most conve- 
nient to you ; the Sheriffs of London have just been 
here, whom I again have refused to see as coming at 
an improper place, and have said Wednesday is the 
time for them to bring their message. I suppose this 
is another Remonstrance ; if so, I think it ought not to 
have any answer. 

Tlio lousiness of the Sheriffs of London was to arrange for the 
presentation of the second “ Remonstrance ” on the 23rd of IVIay, 
which Lord-Mayor Rockford’s volunteer-speech to the King rendered 
so conspicuous at the time and memorable since. On the evening 
of the day on which this letter is dated, Lord Chatham followed up 
his Resolution on the Remonstrances by moving an Address to the 
King to dissolve the present and to call a new I’arliament. Now in 
the second “Remonstrance” a prominent feature was an urgent 
application for the dissolution of the present and the calling a now 
I’ai'liainent, and it was sus])ected that this Remonstrance was drawn 
up by Lord Chatham, Tiord Oiford’s Memoirs,’ vol. iv. p. 153.) 
It is cerhAin that ho entirely approved it Chatham Corresj).,^ vol. 
iii. p. 451)), and that ho and Beokford were in closo allianco at this 
period. Ilow distasteful the motion and the liomonstranco were to 
the C’ourt party may bo inferred from the expression of the King to 
Geiieial Conway, that he would abdicate his crown sooner. “Yes,” 
continued the King, laying his hand on his sword, “ 1 will have 
“ rocouiso to this sooner than yield to a dissolution.” (‘ Memoirs of 
Lord Rockingham,’ vol. ii. p. 179.) 


Letter 35. 

Queen’Bllouse, May 17th, 1770. 

10 miu. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — I have no objection to giving the 
Order of the Bath to Lord Catherlough” and Sir John 
Moore ” to-morrow after the Levee. 


“ Robert Earl of Catherlough died March, 1772. 
Sir John Moore died February, 1779. 
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Lettkr 36. 

Queen’s House, May 19th, 1770. 

56 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — The Eemonstranco of the City of 
London is certainly le^is offensive than it had been 
reported, and therefore some of the latter words of the 
proposed answer you showed me must be altered ; but 
I look on the whole performance of a nature to call for 
a short dry answer referring to the one I have already 
given. I should think on Monday evening you ought 
to communicate the Remonstrance and a sketch of an 
answer to the Cabinet. 


It was tlio mlo in all these cases to transmit to Court by a private 
hand a copy of the intended Address, so that the King might consult 
and bo prepared. IJis IMajesty was then ready with an answer to 
read to the presenters of the Address or liemonstranco. 

On this day the King went to the House of Lords and closed the 
session, rarliaiiient was prorogued to the 19th of July; and after- 
wards furtlier prorogued until tho 13th of Kovembor. 


Letter 37. 

Queen’s House, May 22nd, 1 770. 

46 min. pt. 6 ii.in. 

Lord North, — I am sorry your cold lias not boon re- 
moved by the change of air, and that blooding has been 
necessary, which I hojJO will (luitc remove it ; I would 
upon no account have you come out this evening. I 
thoroughly approve of the proposed Answer to the City, 
and think you ought immediately to send it to tho 
Cabinet and have their opinion with regard to it; if 
you are well enough, I hope you will be at St. James 
by hall-hour past twelv^to-morrow, that I may know 
if any alteration has been made in the Answer. 
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Letter 38. 

Queen’s House, May 29th, 1770. 

40 min. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — I wish to see you about half-liour 
past nine this evening, and that you will bring tlie 
words pi’opcr for Lord Hertford to give to-morrow to 
the Remembrancer cxpre>ssing my expectation that the 
Lord Mayors unexpected speech last Wednesday be not 
looked upon as a precedent 


Francis Seymour Conway, first Earl of Hertford. In 1751 liis 
Lordship was appointed a Lord of the Bedchamber ; in 1 757, installed 
Knight of the Garter; in 1763, sent Ambassador-Extraordinary to 
th(5 court of France ; in 1705, appointed Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland ; 
in August, 1706, Master of the Horse, and in December of the same 
year Lord-Chamberlain, in which office he remained until April, 
1782. Ho was created Earl of Yarmouth and Marquis of Hertford 
in 1793, and died in Ihe following year. (‘Chatham Correspond.’ 
hi. p. 51.) 

The second “ Remonstrance ” was presented at St. James’s Palace 
on the 23rd of l^Iay by Lord-Mayor Beckford, attended by the 
Aldermen and Common Councillors. The King’s answer to it was * 
brief and firm, referiing to the sentiments he had expressed on a 
ibrmer and similar occasion (the first “ Remonstrance ”), and declar- 
ing that they continued unchanged. 

Beckford’s extemporaneous address to Ilis Majesty was unprece- 
dented, and, as Lord Mahon, v. p. 273, remarks, “ surely also most 
“ unconstitutional. For if it bo in truth a paramount maxim of our 
“ constitution that the King can do no wrong, and that his words are 
“to bo taken as only the words of his Ministers, what course can 
“ bo more plainly repugnant to that maxim than the endeavour to 
“ draw His Majesty into a personal altercation, and obtain from 
“ him an answer on which he could not hav6 consulted his official 
“ servants?” 

It is doubtful if Beckford really uttered the words ascribed to 
him at the moment, and which are engraved upon the pedestal of his 
statue in Guildhall, and are believed to have been written, after 
Bockford’s death, by Horne Tooko.^t is remarkable that Horace 
Walpole, wi-iting only the day aft^vards, mentions “my Lord 
“ Mayor’s volunteer speech ” as being “ wondrous loyal and respect- 
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“ ful.” (Letter to Sir H. Mann, May 24, 1770, and note to Walpole’s 
Letters, vol. v. p. 275, ed. 1840.) 

Beckford’s own account of the speech that made him famous is 
given in a letter to Lord Chatham. (‘ Correspond.’ vol. iii. p. 403.) 

“ What I spoke in the King’s presence was uttered in the lan- 
“ gunge of truth, and with that humility and submission which 
“ becomes a subject speaking to his lawful King ; at leasi I endea- 
“ vourcd to behave properly and decently ; but I am inclined to 
“ believe I was mistaken, for the language of the Court is that 
“ my deportment was impudent, insolent, arid unprecedented. God 
“ forgive them all I ” See Lord Chatham’s Letter to ‘‘ tho Lord 
'' ]\rayor.” (Corresp., vol. iii. p. 462.) 

Ihckford survived this departure from custom a very short time. 
On th(' 20 th of May ho was again at St. James’s prosonling tho com- 
pliments of tho Corporation on the birth of a princess — Elizabeth — 
(22 May). On tho Ist of Juno, attended by a numerous deiuitation, 
he went do^vn to Ilaycs, and tendered a vote of thanks to his friend 
Lord Chatham. On the 15th of that month Calcraft writes to his 
lordship (‘ Chatham Correspond.’ vol. iii. p. 46.3, note) that ho was in 
a very alarming state, and on tho 21st ho expired. ITis death was 
a serious loss to the Opposition in their stronghold the City, for the 
now Lord Mayor, Trocothick, though a sound Whig and an excellent 
speaker in tho House, by no means supplied tho void. For a lively 
account of Beckford see ‘Memoirs of Lord Rockingham,’ vol, ii. 
pp. 169-174. 

Beckford was not tho only loss sustained by the Opposition in this 
year. The Marquis of Granby died at Scarborough on tho 20th 
of tho following October, and George Grenville on tho 13th of 
November. “In so few months,” says Horace Walj^olo (‘Hist, 
of Geo. HI.,’ vol. iv. p. 175), “did Lord Chatham lose his tribune 
“ and his general, and was reduced to his ill-content friend Lord 
“ Camden, his ill-connected brother Lord Temple, and his worso- 
“ reconciled brother Mr. Grenville.” Whatever Walpole may have 
thought of the “unexpected speech,” ho seems to have held its 
author in slight esteem — at least after ho was dead. Writing to tho 
Earl of Strafford, July 9, 1770, and provoked by tho epicaenia of 
the newspapers, he sajs, “ The papers make one sick 'with talking 
“ of that noisy vapouring fool, as they would of Algernon Sidney.” 

For accounts of this speech see ‘The Annual Register’ and ‘The 
Gentleman’s Magazine,’ 1770; Adolphus, ‘Hist. Geo. III.’ vol. i. 
p. 436 ; Lord Mahon, vol. v. pp. 409-411 ; ‘Pictorial Hist. Geo. III.' 
vol. i. p. 97, &c. 
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Letter 39. 

Queen’s House, June 16th, 1770. 

Lord North, — As Mr. Wallace declines the vacant 
seat in the King’s Bench, I authorise you to enable 
Lord Mansfield to sound Mr. Ashurst; if he declines, 
the preference ought to be given to Serjeant Burland, 
whom Lord Mansfield thinks superior in tallents to 
Serjeant Narcs, particularly as I find the nomination of 
the .latter woidd he very detrimental to the interest 
of the Duke of Marlborough, as liis influence in Oxford 
would be much shook by ojiening that borough for so 
many months. 


Letter 40. 

Quccn’.'s Houso, Juno 16th, 1770. 

58 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

Lord North, — The steps you have taken in for- 
warding the appointment of a judge on the removal of 
Sir William Blackstono into the Court of Common 
Pleas meet with my thorough approbation. 


On the removal of Sir William Blackstono from the King’s Bench, 
Juno 25, to the Common Picas, Mr. Ashurst — or, as he then became 
Sir William Henry Ashurst, knight — was appointed to the vacant 
scat in the King’s Bench. He surrendered in 1790, Sergeant* 
Burland became a junior Baron of the Exchequer, and Sir John, 
April 8, 1774. Sergeant Sir George Kares became a Justice of the 
Common Pleas, January 26, 1771. Lord Brougham (‘Statesmen 
of George the Third,’ vol. i. p. 72, first series) calls “ Mr. Wallace a 
“ man of undoubted learning and ability.” Ho was made Attorney- 
general in 1780, July 21 ; and resigned on the change of Ministry 
ill 1782. In the following year he resumed that office. May 2, and 
died in the following November. 
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Letteu 41. 

lliclimond Lodge, July 8th, 1770, 

Lord North, — You will ac€[uaint General PaoH that 
I shall with pleasure receive "him at half-hour past six 
on Thursday evening at the Qtieen’s House. 

General Taoli was presented at Court in the previous year, Sep- 
tember 27, 17G9 (‘Annual licgister*). — Chatham Corresp. ii. o89 ; 
iii. 150-244. 

“ I’ascal Paoli was born in 1720 ; was appointed by his country- 
“ men cliief-magistrate and general in their resistance to the Genoese. 
“ 1 fe, after an honuuralile and, for a time, siiecessl'ul defence, was at 
“ last overpowered by the French, .and sought refuge in England in 
“ 1709, where ho resided, till the Fi'eiich devolution seeming to 
“ alford .an opportunity to liberate his country from the yoke of 
“ France, ho went thither, and was a principal promoter of its 
“ short-lived union to the British Crown. When this was dissolvcjd, 
“ Faoli returned to England, and resided hero till his death in 
“ 1807.” — Croker’sNote to Boswell’s ‘Life of Johnson,’ p. 199, 1vol. 
cd. ; comp. ‘ Napoleon the First’s Memoirs,’ tom. iv. p. 36). 


Letter 42. 

Richmond Lodge, July 28th, 1770. 

Lord North, — I return the warrants, and by this 
conveyance communicate to you the papers I have 
received from the Admiralty concerning the great fire 
that was in Portsmouth Dock yesterday, which, when 
you have read, I desire may be returned to that office. 
I hope you will find your family all well when you join 
them in Somersetshire. 


Tho loss sustained by the fire in Tortsmoutb Dockyard, July 27, 
was supposed at first to amount to half a million, but, according to 
more accurate estimates, did not exceed 150,0001. The alarm, how- 
ever, it created at the moment is described in the ‘Annual Re- 
gister,’ 1770, vol. xiv. p. 13, as pervading the nation. It was 
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ascribed to persons In tbe pay of France, and considered as “ one of 
“ the parts of a great and settled outline for tbe reduction of our 
“ power and opulence.” A great fire wliicli took place about tbe 
same time at St. Petersburg was imagined to be a ]iart of tbe same 
plot. Pwo or three very obscure persons were arrested on suspicion 
of being impliciited in tho Portsmouth fire. It is alluded to in the 
‘Oxford Magazine* for September, 1771. A reward of lOOOZ. was 
offered by tho Government for a discovciy of tho perpetrators of 
it. — ‘ London Gazette,* 1 770 (No. 11,005), August 4 ; see IT. Walpole 
to the Hon. 11. S. Conway, September 7, 1771, where Note E is wrong 
by a year ! 


'Letter 43 . 

Richmond Lodge, Oct. 21st, 1770. 

15 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — As I doubt not but you will bear of 
applications for the royal regiment of Horse Guards 
on tbo death of tbe Marquis of Granby, I think it right 
to acquaint you that Lieutenant-General Conway, whilst 
Secretary of State, and again on resigning that office, 
bad the promise that he sliould succeed to that corps. 
I shall therefore immediately send to Lord Barrington 
to make out the notification, and for Majox-General 
Carpenter as liis successor as Colonel of the 4th regi- 
ment of Dragoons, which will vacate the 12th regiment 
of Dragoons for Major-General Pitt, whose meritorious 
conduct will make his appointment very creditable ; 
besides he has long had reason to expect such a mark 
of my favour. 

Tho King announced, with his own hand, the appointment of 
Lieutonant-Genoral Conway to the vacant colonelcy. 

” Richmond Lodge, Oct. 22nd, 1770. 

“ Lieutenant-General Conway,— I choose to acquaint you that 
“ I have directed Lord Barrington to notify you as colonel of the 
“ royal regiment of Horse Guards. I shall therefore expect to 
“ receive you in that capacity on Wednesday. — George B.” 
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According to Horace Walpole (‘Memoirs,’ vol. iv. p. 179), the 
Duke of Eichmond had a positive promise of the Blues on the first 
vacancy ; but his Grace was now in “ earnest opposition,” and 
relinquished his claim.— See his letter to the King on this subject, 
‘liockingham Memoirs,* vol. ii. p. 188. Walpole, unfairly I think, 
tenns it ” an artfully handsome letter.” 


Letter 44 . 

* Richmond Lodge, Nov. 5th, 1770. 

Lord North, — A subject of a most private and de- 
licate kind obliges me to lose no time in acquainting 
you that my two brothers have this day applied to me 
on the difficulty that the folly of the youngest has 
drawn him into ; the affair is too publick for yoxi to 
doubt but that it regards the lawsuit; the time will 
expire this day sevennight, when he must pay the 
damages and the other expenses attending it. He has 
taken no one step to raise the money, and now has 
applied to me as the only means by which he can obtain 
it, ‘promising to repay it in a year and half ; I therefore 
promised to write to yoxi, though I saw great difficulty 
in your finTiing so large a sum as thirteen thousand 
pounds in so short a time ; but their pointing out to me 
that the prosecutor would certainly force the House, 
which would at this licentious time occasion disagree- 
able reflections on the rest of his family as well as on 
him. I shall speak more fully to you on this subject on 
Wednesday, but the time is so short that I did [not] 
choose to delay, opening this affair till then ; besides, I 
am not fond of taking persons on delicate affairs un- 
prepared ; whatever can be done ought to be done ; 
and I ought as little as possible to appear in so very 
improper a business. 

George R. 


VOt. I. 


D 
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Lettkr 45 . 

• * Richmond Lodge, Nov. 5th, 1770. 

Lord North, — I have just received your letter, by 
which you seem to think you shall be able to procure 
the sum required. * After I have seen you on Wednes- 
day, I will direct Mr. Legrand to wait on you that the 
mode of repayment may also be settled. This takes a 
heavy load off of me, though I cannot enough express 
how much I feel at being in the least concerned in an 
affair that my way of thinking has ever tauglit me to 
behold as highly improper; but I flatter myself the 
truths I have thought it incumbent to utter may be of 
some use in his future conduct. 


two brothers^' are William Henry Duke of Gloucester, and 
Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberland, The 13,000Z. were, I sup- 
pose, wanted to pay damages and law expenses “for the folly of the 
“ youngest/' 

Henry Duke of Cumberland had grown to manhood, but was 
“noted only for. his libertine amours. He attached himself to a 
“ young and beautiful woman, Henrietta Vernon, Lady Grosvenor, 

“ whoso husband, it must be owned, afforded her no flight grounds 
“ of alienation. This lady he secretly followed into Cheshire, 

“ meeting her in disguise, yet not unobserved, at various times and 
“ places. On the discovery which ensued. Lord Grosvenor, though 
“ from his own conduct hopeless of divorce, brought an action for 
“ criminal conversation, at which for the first time a prince of 
“ the blood appeared in the situation of defendant. Besides other 
“ evidence, his own letters were produced, showing him to be no 
“ loss faulty in his grammar than in his morals. The verdict was, 

“ of course, against him. and damages were awarded to the amount 
“ of 10,0001,” — Lord Mahon’s ‘Hist, of England,* vol. v. p. 305; see 
also AValpole’s ‘ Memoirs,’ vol. iv. p. 356, for a second “ folly ” of the 
kind on the part of His Koyal Highness. 
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Letter 46 . 

Queen's House, Nov. 9th, 1770. 

Lord North, — ^Though the more I reflect on what 
Lord Mansfield has suggested of th^ expediency of Ht>t 
assembling the two Houses of Parliament until the 
arrival of the Spanish Messenger, the more I am con- 
vinced that it would be improper, as that Court and 
that of Versailles would upon it augur that we are 
resolved at all events to accommodate the present 
dispute, and consequently would encourage them to 
raise perhaps so much in their demands as would make 
war absolutely necessary; yet I am desirous to hear 
by a line what he has said on that STibject, as well as 
on the appointment of a Chancellor^; and what hSs 
passed between you and the Attorney-General. Lord 
"VVeymouth has applied anew in favour of bis cousin 
Lord Dysart, for the vacancy in the Sixteen,* which 1 
thought it would not be right at this time to refuse : 
l^esides, he will undoubtedly prove a constant attender ; 
and when I named the application to you in the summer 
you thought it a very proper one. 


“ In the aiitinun of this year, as the tinie for reassembling 
“ IWliament drew near, the Ministry and the nation had before 
“ them a momentous alternative, — tlie alternative of peace or 
“ war. That chance had arisen from a quarter wliolly unex- 
“ pected ” — namely, from a dispute with Spain about the possession 
of the Falkland Islands. 

These “ miserable islands,” as a voyager of our own day terms 
them,^ were claimed by Spain as part of her South American 
dominions. One of the islands, however, was taken possession of by 
England in 17()5 (see Byron’s Voyage, 1764-6), and the Spanish 


* The Sixteen Elective Peers of Scot- Narrative of Voyages of the ‘Adveu- 
land. ture’ and ‘ Beagle,’ 1826-36 (vol. i. p. 

^ See t)arwin’.<i Journal in Fitzroy’s 188). 
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viceroys in South America did not at the moment contest her claim. 
“ But towards the close of 1769, Captain Hunt of the ‘ Tamar,’ being 
“ then stationed at Port Egmont, received various protests and re- 
“ monstrances against the occupation from the (Spanish) Governor 
“ of Port Soledad. Captain Hunt replied by counter-statements, 
“ jthat the islands belonged to His Britannic Majesty by the double 
“ claim of discovery and settlement.” 

Captain Hunt himself brought the news of these protests to 
England in June 1770. ‘‘But in the same month of June there 
“ appeared off Port Egmont a Spanish armament^ which had been 
“ despatched by Don Francisco Buccarelli, the Governor of Buenos 
“ Ayres; it consisted of five frigates and no less than 1600 men.” 
Resisljj^nco was impossible ; a capitulation was granted to the hand-* 
fill of English at I*ort Egmont, and the honours of war granted to 
them. But their departure was delayed for twenty days, in order 
to enable the Court of Madrid to have the first word in Europe. 
Captain Maltby, of the ‘Favourite,’ brought the tidings of the expul- 
sion to England. The Spanish Ambassador in London, the Prince 
dte Masserano, had previously given a delicate hint of the affair to 
the English MinistoL 

“ Orders were sent to the British Envoy at Madrid to demand in 
“ peremptory terms the restitution of the Falkland Islands and the 
“ disavowal of Buccarelli’s attack.” " 

Horace Walpole, in a letter to the Earl of Strafford, October 1 6th, 
1770, says, “1 know nothing of the war-egg, but that sometimes it 
“ is to be hatched and sometimes to be addled.” 


» Letter 47 . 

* Queen’s House, Nov. lltli, 1770. 

Six o*clock p.m. 

Lord North, — The Speech and Address of the House 
of Commons thoroughly meet with my approbation. 
Lord Mansfield has been with me to explain his conduct, 
and to declare that, as it is now known that a Chancellor 
is intended to be appointed, he makes no difficulty of 
acting as Speaker for some time ; nay [he] said for a 
month or two, if that could be of any utility. 


A The Bentences in inverted commas Falkland Islands business (Hist, of 
are Lord Mahon’s: the note generally England, vol. v. pp. 41(1-420). 
is taken from his Narrative of the 
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Lord Mansfield, after the death of Charles Yorko, Jan. 20, 1770, 
when the Great Seal Avas put in commission, acted as Speaker of 
the House of liords for above a year — until Lord Apsley was raised 
to the Woolsack, January 23, 1771. But Lord Mansfield had for a 
much longer time a seat in the Cabinet. (Lord Brougham, ‘ States- 
men,’ &c., vol. i. p. 119.) 


Letter 48 . 

Queen's House, Nov. lath,* 1770. 

58 min. pt. 10 a.m . 

Lord North, — I am desirous of knowing what sort 
of an attendance you had last night at the Cockpit, at 
the reading of the Speech, and shall expect when the 
House is up to hear whether anything material passes 
there. 

The Cockpit at Whitehall stood on the site of the present Privy- 
Council OflSice. The Treasury Minutes, oirc. 1780, are headed “ Cock- 
“ pit.” From it Philip Herbert, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, 
saw Charles I. walk from St. James’s to the scaffold. Here in the 
Council Chamber Guiscard stabbed Harley, Earl of Oxford. See 
Cunningham’s ‘ Handbook of London,’ 8, v,, and a letter from the 
late Lord Chief- Justice Tindal in the ‘Memoirs of Lord Rocking- 
ham,’ vol. i. p. 8. 


Letter 49 . 

Queeu's House, No V. 13th, 1770. 

25 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — Your account that the Address has 
passed without any amendment gives me great pleasure, 
as this event will strike Foreign Courts very much. 
When I see you to-morrow I shall be curious to learn 
on what the debate chiefly ran, as well as on what has 
passed between you and the Attorney-G-eneral.’’ 


^ On this day the King opened Parliament in person. 


Mr. De Grey. 
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The Address in the House of Lords was carried without much 
debate ; for Ijord Chatham, Lord Temple, and others were absent on 
account of the death of their near relative George Grenville. In 
the House of Commons Mr*. Dowdeswell opposed the Address ; and 
Barr^, Burke, Sir AVilliam Meredith, and Sir Charles Saunders 
attacked the Government. The “ Falkland Islands ” were the prin- 
cipal theme of censure; but Burke brought up again the story of 
St. George’s Fields, and made a strong attack on Lord Barrington,, 
the Secretary-at-\Var, for his conduct upon that occasion. (Adolphus, 

‘ Hist, of Eng.,’ vol. i. pp. 451-456 ; ‘Chatham Correspond.,’ vol. iii. 
p. 488.) 

Mr. George Grenville died on the day on which Parliament re*# 
assembled. Bom in 1712, he had not completed his 68th year at the 
time of his decease. See Lord Mahon, vol. v. p. 261. The Grenville 
Whigs were deprived of th'eir chief, and generally went over to the 
Court-party; and thus the interval that already divided the fol- 
lowers of Chatham from the followers of Kockingham was greatly 
widened. (Id. ib. p. 275.) Strengthened by this accession, the con- 
fidence of Administration increased, and the Opposition, though their 
tone was high, were untisually feeble throughout the session. ^See 
Cook’s ‘ Hist, of Party,* vol. iii. p. 170; ‘ Chatham Correspond ,’ 
vol. iii. p. 486.) 


Lbttej? 50 , 

Queen House, Nov. 14th, 1770. 

55 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — The value of the enclosed intelligence 
from Paris depends on the confidence reposed there in 
the authors of it, which not being known here, we 
cannot estimate it.* As the Treasurer of the Household 
is out of town, I am unacquainted what Privy-Coun- 
cillor is deputed from the House of Commons to know 
when I will receive them to-morrow ; you will therefore 
direct that he may report to the House that I will 
receive them at half-hour past two. 


•The ‘‘intelligence ’’probably related pole to the Hon. H. S. Conwav, De- 
to the impending fall of the Duke of cember 29, 1770; and Lord Mahon’s 
Choiseul and his Ministry. (See Wal- Hist, of England, vol. v. p. 281.) 
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Letter 51 . 

Queen’s House, Nov. 1770. 

5 min. pt. 11 p.m. 

Lord North, — The idea of a fresh Address Eeinoii- 
straiice and Petition is so extremely absurd, and con- 
sidering the time 1 may add puerile, that it deserves 
contempt. I shall think Wednesday next a proper time 
tor receiving it ; the answer ought to referr to what I 
said the last year, and be dry and short ; but more of 
when we know the precise words of this perform- 
ance. I have directed Lord Weymouth to call on Lord 
Northington and learn whether he is resolved to resign. 
I hope you have now authorized Lord Cornwallis to 
come to Court if Lord Weymouth has acquainted Lord 
Berkley of Stratton that I accept his resignation. 


Letter 52 . 

^ * Queen’s House, Nov. 16th, 1770. 

5 min. pt. 8 a,m. 

Lord North, — The enclosed is an extract I have 
taken on reading this morning Mr. Justice Foster’s 
report on the case of Alexander Broad foot, for the 
murder of Cornelius Calahan, a mariner, which contains 
his general idea of the legality of granting Imjiress 
Warrants ; as this subject will probably come forward 
this day, I thought this might not be unpleasing to 
you. 


Letter 53 . 

Queen’s House, Nov. 19th, 1770. 

10 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — If you are not engaged this evening', 
I wish you would call here at any time most conve- 
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nient, as I want to fix upon the answer to the Remon- 
strance of the City of London, and to hear your opinion 
on the answer arrived this day from the Court of 
Spain, 


The Address Eemonstrance and Petition was presented at St. 
James's on the 21st of November. The Answer was in the following 
words ; — 

“ As I have seen no reason to alter the opinions expressed in my 
“ Answer to your former Address upon thii# subject, I cannot comply 
“ with the prayer of your Petition.’* 

It was the third “ Address from the Aldermen and Common 
“ Council of the City of London ” presented in this year. 


Letter 54. 

Queen^s House, Nov. 23rd, 1770. 

2 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — I saw Lord Weymouth on his coming 
from the Spanish Ambassador ; the projet produced this 
day differed but little from that of Wednesday, Lord 
Weymouth has renewed the demand of the Governor 
of Buenos Ayres being disavowed, and the island 
restored unattended by any discussion on the right. 
Prince Masserano said he saw we meant war, but on 
going said he would draw up another projet, which 
Lord Weymouth declared he could not accept unless 
agreable to the den^nd. Lord Weymouth wished I 
would name an Admiral for the Mediterranean squadron, 
and give orders for augmenting the army ; the former 
I thought ought to be proposed first at a Cabinet Meet- 
ing, the latter I thought ought to be deferred untill 
Monday, by which time we should know whether the 
Ambassador has powers to conclude in a manner suit- 
able to our just demands. 



1770.] 


LETTEltS TO LOBD NOBTH. 


41 


Mr. Harris, Charge d’Affaires at Madrid at this time, describes the 
Despatch to Prince do IMasserano, the Spanish Ambassador in London 
(it had been read to him at Madrid), as conciliatory to England ; 
that the Spanish Court appeared ready to agree to everything 
demanded. (See Harris’s ‘ Diaries and Correspondence,* vol. i. 
p. 33-78 ; and Coxe’s ‘ Bourbon Kings of Spain,* vol. iv. p. 385, foil.) 
But Masserano’s conduct did not correspond to his description (see 
Lord Weymouth’s lictters, 23rd and 28th of November, 1770); and 
for several weeks after the receipt of the despatch little hope was 
entertained of a satisfactory adjustment. 


Lkttbr 55. 

Queen's House, Nov. 28thj 1770. 

35 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — I gave directions to Lord Weymouth 
to give notice that I shall to-morrow pass the Corn 
Bill at the House of Lords. Though I have but little 
hopes of any change in the conduct of the Court of 
Spain, yet I shall be very anxious to learn what shall 
pass between you and Mr. Frances ; therefore, if he 
leaves you by ten, I wish you would call on me ; if 
not, that you will send me a line, for every feeling of 
humanity, as well as the knowledge of the distress war 
must occasion, makes me desirous of preventing it if 
it can be accomplished, provided the honour of this 
country is preserved. 


■ Com BUI to-morrow. ITiis day (November 29) Bis Majesty came 
to the House of Peers and gave his assent to — 

“ An Act to continue the prohibition of the exportation of com, 
“ grain, meal, flour, bread, biscuit, and starch, and also of the ex- 
“ traction of knr inoes and spirits from wheat and wheat-flour, for 
“ a fiuther time ; and also to prohibit the exportation of malt for a 
V limited time.” (‘London Gkizette,’ No. 11,096, November, 1770.) 

30th November. Proclamation issued for encouraging landmen 
to enter themselves on board His Majesty’s ships of war. (Id. ib. 
See also ‘ Gazette ’ for Tuesday, December 11.) 
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“ Whatever the causes were that operated to the preventwn of a 
“ war, it does not appear that they are to be sought for in the pacific 
“ or friendly disposition of the Court of Madrid. The conduct in- 
“ deed observed by Spain in this whole transaction seems to have 
“been full of duplicity and deceit.” (See ‘Ann. l^cgister,’ 1771, 
vol. xiv. p. 45.) 


Lktteu .5(j. 

* Queen’s House, Dec. 1 1th, 1 770. 

30 mill. pt. 10 p.m. 

IjOKI) North, — I have just received your account of 
Lord George Germain ’s two motions, and the very hand- 
some majority in favour of Government. If you have 
not as yet intimated to Lord Sandwich my intentions 
of intrusting him with the Seals of the Northern De- 
partment, 1 wish yon would not longer deferr, as the 
manner greatly eidiances or diminishes every favour ; 
besides, others may insinuate it, which might make him 
imagine that to them he owed his advancement. 


Lord George Germaine moved that “ The Speaker do write to 
“ such eldest sons and heirs apparent of Peers, King’s Sergeants, and 
“ Masters in Uhanceiy as are members of this House, and to the 
“ Attorney and Solicitor General, and request them to attend in 
“ their places every day at two of the clock, and to assist them 
“ in oanying Bills to the Lords.” 

Lord John Cavendish seodnded the motion. It was lost by 66 
(104—38). 

The Seals were giyen to Lord Sandwich on the 19th of this 
month. 

Secretaries of State — ^Nprthem and Southern Departments. (See 
Letter 68.) The Northern Secretary sent hie instructions to Berlin 
or St. Petersburg— the Southern to Paris or Madrid-instructions 
always distinct and unconnected, though often referring to the«amo 
affairs. -It was,” says Bari Russell, in a note to the ‘Bedford. 
Correspondence,’ yol. ii. p. 79, “ as if two coachmen were on a box 
‘‘ of the mail-coach, one holding the right-hand- rein, the other the 
“ left. Such a system fo work well required either a thorough 
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“ friendship between the brother Secretaries or an entire dependence 
“ of the one upon the other.” As the affairs of the American depart- 
ment became more iiuporiant and complicated, a third Secretaryship 
was added “for the Colonies,” of which the Earl of Hillsborough 
was the first occupant (1767). In 1782 the Southern was converted 
into the Horae Department, and the Northern into the Foreign. (See 
Haydn’s ‘ Rook of Dignities,’ p. 170.) 


Lkttkk 57 . 

Queen’s House, Deo. 1 5th, 1770. 

2 min. pt. .‘1 p.m. 

Loud North, — I urn extremely desirous of being in- 
formed what Ml*. Frances has to communicate, and 
therefore shall be desirous of seeing you at any con- 
venient time this evening, as I am able to hear, but, by 
a severe cold in my breast, am prevented from speaking. 
I should rather imagine Lord Weymouth will decline 
[to] be one at the conference. 


Mr. Frances, Charge des Affaires, from the French Court. In 
the ‘Chatham Correspondence,’ vol. iv. p. 88, the name is spelt 
Francois, and he is termed secretary to the French Ambassador. 
Colonel Barre, in a speech in the House of Commons, Jan. 26, 1771, 
denounces him as being in the secrets of the Ministry, and as having 
made nearly half a million of money in the English*funds by his 
convenient knowledge of the “ arcana imperiV* 


Letter 58 . 

Queen’s House, Deo. ITih, 1770, 
e 33 min, pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North,— I am desirous of hearing whether you 
have, had as yet any ar&wer from Lord Sandwich ; if 
he is in town, and has consented to accept, I will 
instantly direct ^ Council to be summoned for the 
swearing him in this day; tor the affair is thoroughly 
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known, and every delay is disadvantageous, particu- 
larly by the total stop now of all material business in 
the Southern Department. I shall be glad also to leai n, 
when I see you, what has passed with Mr. Prances, 
though I have no comfortable expectation. My cold, 
though much abated, wiU prevent my going to St. 
James’s this day, therefore I shall expect to see you hei (;. 


Letter 59 . 

*Quceii*8 House, Dec. 17tb, 177o. 

30 miu. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — I made no doubt but Lord Frederick 
Campbell* would be of opinion that Lieutenant-[Gener;d] 
Conway would not, at first sight, like the proposition ; 
but it is asking a little too much that I shall be the 
first breaker of unpleasant news. I am very ready to 
take my proper share [in] the soothing him w en ma e 

accmaiiited with it. , 

Lord George Germaine, permitting so many days 
to elapse before he called Governor Johnston to an 
account for the words he made use of on ^ 

not give much idea of his resolution, but that he 
has at length been persuaded by his friends to take 

this step. ^ j a rl 

As you have not mentioned any time for Lord band- 

wich’s acceptance, I suppose you have not had^ time to 

talk that affair over with Lord Rochford. 


The House of Lords and the House of Commons were at variance. 
The Lords, during a debate on the JFalkland Islands, while war 
with Spain seemed imminent, had turned out the Commons, and 
they on the same day, December 14, had returned the affront by a 

• Son of the Duke of Ai^ll. Secretary for Irelaodif 17^7 ; Lord BagiaUir of 
Scotland, 1768. ^ 
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motion (not carried) to clear the Lower House of “ Peers and edV^ 
On the 1.5th of December Lord George Germaine made a motion 
(see Letter 56), which he observed was “for tho honour of the 
“nation.” In reply, Governor Johnstone said that he “wondered 
“ tho noble lord should tal^e so mueh care of ‘the honour of tho 
“ nation, seeing that he had hitherto been so regardless of his own.” 
This led to a duel in Hyde Dark, and pistol-shots were exchanged 
without harm to either combatant. Earl Stanhope thinks that this 
duel restored to Lord George the reputation he had left at Minden, 
but adds the saving clause, “ in the estimation of his friends at least,” 
which is nearly e(pii valent to saying “ in the estimation of a very 
“ few persons.” — Loi d Mahon’s ‘ Hist, of England,’ vol v. p. 284 ; 
‘Piet. Hist. George HI.,’ vol. i. p. 108; ‘Chatham Corresi>ond.,’ 
vol. iv. p. 61. Lord George Sackville had in this year assumed, by 
A(;t of Parliament, tho name of Germaine, pursuant to the wills of Sir 
.John and Lady Elizabeth Germaine, of Drayton, in Northampton- 
shire. . He was at this time in active opposition, which may account 
for TIis Aiajesty’s comment on his delay to take this step. But the 
offence was given on tho evening of the L5th of December, and the 
date of tliis letter is only “the 17tlf.” 


Letter 60 . 


♦Queen’s House, Dec. 18th, 1770. 

.'50 min. pt. 1 p.m. 

Lord North, — To-morrow morning will be a very 
y)roper time for the arrangement to take place, you 
will therefore inform the different persons of it. I am 
glad Mr. Thurlow consents to assist on this occasion, 
which will satisfy Mr. M'^edderbourne ; and you ought 
therefore to prosecute the Law Plan, now you [have] 
grounds to go upon. Though I never incline to dejec- 
tion, I think I do not to the contrary ; but am certain 
that the present arrangement will be of considerable 
advantage to the stability of Government. 


• Governor 
son of Sir James 
hall. He was 


«t thu time Member for | im. ja 
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.The Law Rian Edward Thurlow became Attorney-General on 
the 26th of January, 1771, vice John Dunning (afterwards Lord 
Ashburton); Alexander Wcdderburne Solicitor-General, January 
23, 1771, vice Thurlow; and on the 23rd, also, “The Hon. Mr. 
“ Justice Bathurst kissed His Majesty’s hand on, being appointed 
“ Lord Chancellor, and on being created a baron, by the title of Baron 
“ Apsloy, of Apsley, in Sussex.” On the next day, “ His Majesty 
“ having been pleased to deliver the custody of the Privy Seal to 
“ the Bight Hon. Henry Earl of Suffolk and Berkshire, his lordship 
“ was thereupon sworn in one of His Majesty’s most honourable 
Privy Council.” — Amiual Rcgistefi\ 1771, January, vol. xiv. p. 71. 


Letter 61 . 

Queen’s House, Dec. lOfch, 1770. 

43 mill, pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — As my cold is not so abated that I 
can with safety go to St. James’s, and that I have 
rather more fever to-day, I have throngh Lord Roch- 
ford directed that the Privy Council for swearing in 
Lord Sandwich “ i^be summoned ?]. I have directed Mr. 
Thynne’’ to attend, so that my prudence will occasion 
no inconvenience. 


Letter 62 . 

'♦Queen’s House, Dec. 26th, 177t). 

15 min. pt. 9 p,m. 

Lord North, — I cannot refiiiin from communicating 
to you an [intercepted ?] letter I have received from the 
Duke de Choiseul to the Freilch Charges des Alfaires 


• As First Lortl of the Admiralty in | Mr. Thynne was now appointed joint 
place of Sir l^dward Ha\yke. Ho re- j Postmaster with Francis Lord Le De- 
inaiued in this office until the disso- j spencer, which office ho retained until 
lution of the North Ministry in 1782. ‘ 1789. In 1784 he was created Baron 

*» The Hon. Henry ITrederick Thynne Carteret, and died in 1 826 at the age 
[Carteret Haydn1,second son of Viscount of ninety-one. (Chatham Correspond., 

AYeymouth by Lady Louisa Carteret. vol. iv, p. 63.) 
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at Hamburgh, as it confirms my opinion that we shall 
not have such offers from the Court of Spain as can 
enable me to preserve to my subjects the blessing of 
peace. 


“ On the 21st of December a messenger was desjmtcbed to Spain 
“ to recall our minister, Mr. Harris, and to intimate to the English 
“ merchants and commanders of ships that it might be expedient for 
“ them to leave the Spanish ports'im mediately. This conduct, but 
“ certainly still more the political changes in France during the 
“ month of December, brought these long negotiations to a close. 
“ The Duke de Choiscul, whose voice was for war, was supplanted, 
“ through Madame du Harry’s influence, by a pacific prime-minister, 
“ the Duke d’Aiguillon ; and Louis <he Fifteenth wrote to the King 
“ of Spiin (Charles the Third ), with his own hand, ‘ ]My minister 
“ would have war, but I will not.* The Spanish Government know 
“ that, without the co-operation of France, they were unable to main- 
“ fiiin a war against England. The King of Spain commanded 
“ Grimaldi to, send immediate instructions to Prince de Masserano 
“ in London to accept the proposals of the British Cabinet. Port 
“ Egmont was restored ; but, though war was for the present post- 
“ poned, the convention with Spain was faijpfrom giving general 
‘‘ satisfaction in England. As soon as Parliament met in the follow- 
“ ing year the Falkland islands question became again the subject 
“ of vivid discussion.” — ‘Piet. Hist. George III.,* vol. i. p. 108. 

l*arliament reassembled on the 22nd of January. During the 
recess the following changes took place in the Cabinet and among 
the Law Officers of the Crown. 

The Great Seal, which had been in commission since tlie deatli 
of Mr. Charles Yorke (see ‘Mem. of Rockingham,’ vol. ii. pp. 155- 
106), January 20, 1770, was conferred upon the Hon. Henry Bathurst, 
who took the title of Baron Apsley. He was a puisne judge when 
ho became Lord Chancellor, was hardly distinguished in his pro- 
fession, and was a person of no political note. Lord Sandwich, a 
Bedford Whig, replaced Sir Edward Hawke at the head of the 
Admiralty Board, bringing to the Cabinet good abilities and bad 
repute. Lord Halifax succeeded Lord Sandwich as Secretary of 
State for the Northern Seals, and gave up the Privy Seal to the 
Earl of Suftblk. Mr. De Grey (Attorney-General) became Chief- 
Justice of the Common Pleas, and Thurlow Attomey-GencraL Mr. 
Wedderburne was made .Solicitor-General. Several members of 
both Houses, who had been personally attached to the late George 
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Grenville, and violent in Opposition, now, their leader being gone, 
went over to the Ministerial benches. Thnrlow and Wedderbnme 
were the real gains to the North Administration. For a brief yet 
full account of this remarkable pair of political lawyers, see Lord 
Mahon’s ‘ History,* vol. v. pp. 293-*299, where every needful refer- 
ence to their hifetory is given. Compare also ‘ Memoirs of Rocking- 
ham,’ vol. ii. pp. 109, 198. Lord Halifax, who had been Secretary 
of State when Lord Bute was Prime Minister, died on the 8th of 
June in this year. He was replaced by the Earl of Suffolk, and the 
Duke of Grafton, repenting of^his resignation in January, 1770, 
rejoined the Cabinet as Privy Seal. 

Mr. Massey, ‘Hist, of England,* ii p. 70, observes, “that after 
“ an arduous struggle of ten years the King had at length pre- 
“ vailed over the Whig oligarchy. When Parliament assembled at 
“ the commencement of 1771, the Opposition, which had been con- 
“ certed with so much pains and assumed so formidable an appear- 
“ ance only a year before, was almost dissolved. The Bedford party 
“ had lost its chief, and its principal members wore attached to the 
“ Administration. The Grenville connection was dispersed. Lord 
“ Temple, after the death of his brother, retired from public life. 
“ liord Suffolk, next to Lord Temple in importance, took office in 
“ the Government. The Rockingham party hardly kept up the 
“ semblance of co-operation with Chatham and his friends ; instead 
“ of seeking to remfljfe grounds of difference, the various sections 
“ of Opposition, untaught by the experience of the last ten years, 
“ wore still engaged in cultivating jealousies among themselves, 
“ and in detaching partisans not from the Court, but from each 
“ other.” ■ 

Of those changes none excited so much attention as Wedder- 
burne’s attraction into the North Cabinet. Yet, as Mr. Massey 
observes, “ men of ambition and ability am hardly be blamed for 
“ deserting the fortunes of an Opposition so hopeless as this.” ** 
Circumstances, however, rendered his defection remarkable. Ho 
had been conspicuous on the popular side of the great question of 
electoral rights. The part he took in that controversy had obliged 
hiTY i to resign his seat for Richmond, Yorkshire, because the x>£ttron. 


The private oon’espondence of the 
period abounds with proofs of these 
miserable intrigues, ^e for some of 
the new appointments, Chatham Corre- 
spond., vol. iv. pp. 63-5, 72-5, 8, 81. 
The Duke of Riobmond, writing to Lord 
Rockingham, December, 1770, says that 
** Camden is dissatisfied with Chatham, 
and thinks that with a little 'manage- 


ment toe shall have him.“ — Massey, 
Hist, of England, 1. c. 

b Dunning, late Solicitor-Qeneral, if 
he had deserted the Opposition, would 
have been Lord Chancellor. But be 
preferred the .«tujBf-gown of a junior 
barrister and independence to the Seals 
and subservience. 
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Sir Lawrence Dundas, to whom he owed it, was on the opposite 
side. “At a great dinner of the Opposition,” says Mr. Massey, “at 
“ the Thatched House, in May, 1769, he had received the honours 
“ of martyrdom. Among the one-and-twenty toasts given on that 
“ occasion, none was received with greater applause than ‘ The 
“ Steward of the Chiltem Hundreds — Mr. Wedderhurne.* ” Lord 
George Cavendish, on the part of the Whigs, proposed this toast. 
Lord-Mayor Beckford, on the part of the City, presented him with 
the freedom of it in a golden box. He was returned to Parliament 
for Bishop’s Castle by Lord Clive, the Indian hero. Almost up to 
the moment of his taking the oaths as Solicitor-General, he was in 
close correspondence with the Opposition leaders. “ This must be 
“ confessed,” says Lord Campbell (‘ Lives of the Chancellors,* vi. p. 
87), “ to be one of the most flagrant cases of roMing recorded in our 
party annals.” 


Lktter B3. 

* Queen’s House, January 13th, 1771. 

4t) min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — Not having heard anything of Lord 
Suffolk since Friday, I am desirous o^hearing whetlier 
yon have not yet seen him. A thought has occurred 
to me, if he cannot speak French, which is an absolute 
requisite for one who’s to treat with foreign Ministers, 
whether Lord Rochford could not transact the whole 
department of Foreign Affairs, which is the case in 
every other Court, and then Lord Suffolk might have 
the Horae Department, which would l)e composed of 
all domestick affairs, with the addition of Scotland and 
Ireland. 

Henry Howard, twelfth Earl of Suffolk and fifth Earl of Berk- 
shire ; on the death of the Earl of Efiingham, in 1 763, he wan 
nominated by the Duke of Norfolk Deputy Earl Marshal of 
England. • 

Lord Suffolk C Grenville Papers,’ vol. iv. p. 529) announces to 
Earl Temple his having “ kissed the King’s hands this morning,” 
January 22, 1771. Earl T«nple’s reply immediately follows. See 

von. I. K 
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Lord Camden 

Chatham pronounces “the 
..' oj[' XiwA- » Q Cor- 

p^eictly 
|s;1^ ■' kI^ms of 

,r.lin!j!« 

..with 

. Jjaa — any nnderrate 
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Letter 64 . 

♦ Queen’s House, Jan. ICth, 1771. 

25 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord North, -^I f Lord Halifax is desirous of the 
Northern Seals, I can have no objection to it, though, 
had I been in his situation and of his age, I should 
have preferred his motto/ You will in consequence 
acquaint the Secretaries with this ; let Lord Eochford 
order a Council for swearing in Lord Halifax and Lord 
SuflTolk, and let the Seals of the Privy Seal and of the 
Northern Secretary be delivered this day. 


Lettee 65 . 

Queen’s House, Jan. 16tli, 1771. 

56 min. pt. 1 1 a.m. 

Lord North, — To prevent future mistakes in this 
business, I am willing to give the Northern Seals either 
to Lord Suffolk or Lord Halifax ; the longer delaying 
the arrangement I think di^raceful to my service, and 
therefore expect' that, whichevH- accepts them, it he 
done this day. * 


‘ Otium cum dignitate.' 
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Gerald Hamilton, writing to Mr. Calcraft (‘ Chatham Correspond.,* 
vol. iv. p. 69, note), says, “On Wednesday Lord Suffolk was to 
“ have kissed hands for Privy Seal, and Lord Halifax for SeoretSry 
“. of State ; but in his v^ay to Court Lord Suffolk happened to call 
“ on Lord North, and ask him if Wedderbume was to ki«<^ bands 
“ as Attorney upon the same day; and upon Lord North’s inform- 
“ ing him ti^t Wedderbume’s promotion was what he exceedingly 
“ wished, but could not accomplish, Lord Suffolk refused to accept ; 
“ and in the ev^ening he was informed by a note from Lord North 
“ that the King had ordered him to make an offer of the Seals to 
“ Lord Dartmouth, who refused them. Since which I have been told 
“ they have been offered to Lord Hardwiche. The negotiation, how- 
“ over, is renewed with Lord Suffolk, and at his own desire ; and 
“ I think that the arrangement formerly intended will now take 
“ place, as far as relates to him, but not to Wedderbume.** Though 
“ a pompous and shallow man,** the accession of Lord Suffolk to the 
North Ministry was much prized, because, since the death of George 
Grenville, he had been looked upon by many of the Grenville party 
as their chief, (Lord Mahon, v. p. 293.) 


Letter 66. 

* Queen’s House, Jau. IGtb, 1771. 

10 miu. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — As Lord Hardwicke has declined 
accejijfing the Northern Seals, I desire you will this 
evening call on Lord Dartmouth with the same offer, 
which I hope will be early enough for me to hear his 
answer to-night. 


January 24. — “ His Majesty having beeii pleased to deliver the 
“ custody of the Privy Seal to the Right Hon. Henry Earl of Suffolk 
^ and Berkshire, his Lordship was thereupon by His Majesty’s eom- 
“ maud sworn of His Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, and 
“ took his place at the Board.** 

The Right Hon. George Montagu Dunk, Earl of Halifax, was this 
day sworn one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State. (‘ Ann. 
Register,* January, 1771, vol. xiv, p. 71.) See Letters 96, 97. His 
death is recorded in the ‘Ann. Reg.,* ib. June 8. 
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Letter 67 . 

♦ Queen's House, Jan, 17tb, 1771, 

3 min, pt. 9 a,m. 

Lord North, — It gives me much pleasure that Lord 
Dartmouth has desired time to consider whether he will 
accept of the Seals of Secretary of State, as it shows 
that inclination to my service that gives me personal 
satisfaction when it comes from a man of his excellent 
character. 

Of William Legge, Earl of Dartmouth, Eichardson, when asked 
if he knew an original answerable to his^ portrait of Sir Charles 
Grandison, said it might be applied to hmf were he not a Methodist. 
Cowper in his poem of * Truth * alludes to him : — 

boast some rich ones whom the Gospel sways, 

And one who wears a coronet, and prays.'* 

And the poet’s attention was called to Lord Dartmouth not merely 
by the fact that he was patron of the living of Olney, and sometimes 
visited that town, but also by that of their having sat side by side 
in the sixth form at Westminster (174:l--45). Lord Dartmouth did 
not forget his old schoolfellow when the latter announced his in- 
tention of publishing a translation of Homer in 1784, (See Southey’s 
‘Life of Cowper,’ vol. i. pp. 20, 243; vol. ii. p, 243; ‘Memoirs of 
Hannah More,’ vol. iii. p. 78.) 

In the following year (August 14, 1772) Lord Dartmou|b suc- 
ceeded Lord Hillsborough as American Secretary of State, and in 
November, 1775, replaced the Duke of Grafton as Privy Seal. “ No 
“ member of the Ministry, and this was acknowledged on all sides, 
“ had more upright or candid views or a more earnest desire to 
“ conciliate the Colonies.” (Lord Mahon’s ‘ Hist, of England,’ vol. v. 
p. 320.) Lord Orford says that he “ spoke with decency and pro- 
“ priety ” in the House of Lords. (‘ Mem. Geo. III.,’ vol. i. p. 263.) 

A man of his excellent character , — “ The King sometimes observes 
“ to Mr. Grenville that there are not among his servants too many 
“ people of decent and orderly characters ; that Lord Hertford is 
“ respectable in that light, and therefore not lightly to be cast 
“ aside.” (‘ Grenville Papers,’ ii. 614.) 
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Letter 68. 

Queen*a House, Jan, 22nd, 1771, 
20 mio, pt, 10 p,m. 

Lord North, — Least I should not have clearly enough 
this day fixed with [you] that Mr. Justice Bathurst is 
to-morrow to receive the Great Seal, I write now that 
there may be no mistake ; you will therefore order him 
and the other two Commissioners to attend with the 
Seal. . 

January 23. — “ The Hon. Mr. Justice Bathurst kissed His Majesty’s 
‘‘ hand on being appointed Lord Chancellor, and on being created 
“ a Baron, by the title of Baron Apsley, of Apsley in Sussex.” 
(‘Ann. Register,’ 1771, voL xiv. p. 71.) Ho succeeded his father 
as Earl Bathurst in 1775, when he resigned the Great Seal. On 
Bathurst taking his seat on the Woolsack, January 25, Lord Chatham 
says, “ The New Groat Seal looked like the sun shorn of his beams.” 
(‘ Correspond.,’ iv. p. 88.) 


Letter 69 . 

* Queen’s House, Jan. 23rd, 1771. 

43 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — If anything was wanting to confirm 
my qpinion of the worth and disinterestedness of Lord 
Chief- Justice Wilmot, his noble conduct upon this occa- 
sion must establish it ; as thj^t was not the case, it only 
adds to my sorrow at loosing [sic] aT man of so much 
honour, which is a little contracted by what you mention 
of his intended successor. I am clhar that the pension 
ought to be 2000/. per annum. 

Lord Ohief-^utUeo Wdmot. — " Yesterday ” (January 22, 1771) “ Lord 
“ Chief-Justioe 'Wilnwt took his leaye of the Court, and made such 
“ a moving qiedoh on the occasion as drew tears &om some of the 
“ Judges and .Counsel, he being known to be a gentleman of the 
“ greatest probily and honesty, and never to be biassed on any 
“ account whatever, and who had always acted with the strictest 
“ honour and justice.” 
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March,—" A grant has passed the Seal of 2400?. per annum to be 
" paid quarterly to ihe late Lord Chief- Justice Wilmot.” (* Ann, 
Kegister/ voL xiv. pp, 71, 88<) 

His successor was tho Attorney-General, Sir William de Grey, 
afterwards Lord Walsingham. 


Letter 70 . 

Queen’s House, Jan. 28th, 1771. 

30 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — As the only proper candidates for the 
Vice-Chamberlains were Lord Hinchinbrooke‘ and Lord 
Garlies, I have decided in favour of the former, and 
have acquainted Lord Sandwich that I shall appoint his 
son as soon as it may suit the County Court. I have 
had much conversation on the Beet with Lord Howe, 
whom I find, in opinion, a great enemy to guard- 
ships’’ on the late plan, and wishing to see, whenever 
the peace establishment is adopted, a fleet of ten or 
twelve ships of the line fully manned, as a greater 
security, and more easily put in motion. I merely 
mention this that you inay be apprised of both sides of 
the question before it is the subject of deliberation. 


. Letter 71 . 

Queen’s House, Feb. Ist, 1771. 

Lord North,— I have learnt from Lord Talbot that 
the Ml. Watts who is recommended by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the Bishop of London for the pulpit 


■ “ St. James, Februaij 6. — This day 
** the Right Honourable John Montagu, 
“ commonly called Lord Viscount 
** Hinchinbrook, had the honour to kiss 
** the King’s hand on being appointed 
“ VioB-Chamherlain to his Miyesty.*’ — 
Loudon Gazette, 1771, February 5-0, 


No. 11,116. 

In being “a great enemy to guarji- 
** ships op the late plan," Lord Howe 
coincided with Lord Chatham. New* 
caatle crippled the British navy by etn- 
ploying a large portion of it merely in 
defence of harbours at home. 
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at tbe Temple is the person I imagined ; he is one of 
my chaplains, a*mah of great ‘abilities, and, from my 
knowledge of him, an. excellent preacher ; I therefore 
con^nt to his appointment, tv^hich you will direct to be 
prepared. * 

See Letter 79, note. 


Letter 72 . 

♦ Queen’s House, Feb. 4th, 1771. 

23 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — After the very open communication 
that has this day [been] made to Parliament of the 
entire transaction on the dispute with Spain, Mr, Sey- 
mour’s motion has no appearance of candour, and cannot 
consequently do honour to the supporters of it, but be 
advantageous to Administration, as it showed so great 
a majority in their favour. 


A motion was made, “ That an humble Address be presented to His 
“ Majesty ftat he will be graciously pleased to give directions that 
“ this House be informed whether the Court of France did interfere 
“ in the late negociation with the Court of Spain, relating to the 
“ restitution of Falkland’s Islands,” &c. — Tellers, Mr, Seymmr^ Lord 
J ohn Cavendish. Majority, 1 1 6. — Commons’ J oumals, 1771. Feb. 11®. 


Letter 73 . 

♦ Queen’s House, Feb, lltb, 1771. 

35 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — ^What has passed this day in the 
House of Commons is a fresh proof that truth, justice, 
and even honour, are constantly to be given up when- 
ever they relate to Sir James Lowther ; l;hough this 
caimot please you, yet it does ho ways regard Adminis- 
tration. 
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" This letter refers to Sir William Meredith’s motion for leave to 
** bring in a Bill to repeal a ckuse in the NtdlimvTempns Act, giving 
“ parties twelve months to sue, notwithstanding the Act, of which 

clause Sir James Lowther had taken advantage by commencing or 
** giving notice of a great number of actions. Ministers opposed the 
“ motion, but were defeated by a majority of 29 (Jh62-123). They 
“ were also on the 20th of February (see Letter 76) defeated on the 
“second reading of the Bill by 15 (155-140). On the 27th of 
“ February tho Bill was lost by 10 (164-154) on the motion that 
“ the House go into Committee, Mr. i'ox and Lord North strongly 
“ opposing the Bill ; the former defended Sir James Lowther’s title, 
“ and the latter pronounced a warm panegyric upon him.” Lord, 
Brougham’s note on this letter, ‘ Historical Sketches,’ vol. i. p. 74, 
1858. Comp. Pari. Hist. xvii. p. 1. This was called the Church 
NvUum Temjpus Bill, the object of which was to secure the posses- 
sions of the subject against dormant claims of the Church. Lord 
Mahon, v. p. 302, Sir James Lowther in the following year dis- 
pleased his Majesty by taking part with his royal brothers the 
Dukes of Gloucester and Cumberland. At the date of this letter he 
was unpopular from his connexion with Lord Bute, whoso eldest 
daughter he had married. For a character of Sir James see ‘ Bock- 
ingham Memoirs,’ vol. ii. p. 69. 


Letter 74 . 

St. James's, Peb. 13th, 1771. 

15 min. pt. m. 

Lord North, — I perfectly approve of Monday next 
for investing Mr. Payne with the Order of the Bath. 
You may acquaint Lieutenant-General Montague that 
he will at the same time have the other vacant ribband, 
and you will apprise Mr. Whitehead of both. 

“St. James, February 18. — The Sovereign having put on the 
“ ribbon, Mr. HiU, Scarlet llod, introduced JAeut.-Goneral Ohmiet 
“ Montague, Mr. White^d, Eegistrar and Secretary of the Order (in 
“ the absence, of Mr. Horsey, Bath King of Arms), carrying the 
ribbon8,,&o. ZdeuL^Cfonerdl Montague 'was knighted. 

“ Afterwards Mn Hill introduced Mr. Ho/pA Paigne in tl^ same 
“ order,” &c. ‘London Gazette,’ February 16-19, 1771, No. 11,119. 
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Letter 76 . 

* Queen’s House, Feb. 14th, 1771. 

15 min. pt. 11 a.m. 

Lord North, — The great majority yesterday is very 
creditable for jidministration ; the seeing Colonel Bur- 
goyne’s name on the side of the minority appears so 
extraordinary, that I almost imagine that it is a mistake, 
and that Nicholson Calvert being put on the majority is 
also erroneous. 

“Februaiy 13. — Tho House took into consideration the papers 
“ relating to the Convention with Spain.” * Pari. Hist.’ xvi. p. 1358. 
General Burgoyne’s and Mr. Nicholson Calvert’s speeches are reported 
at some length. Tho General voted in the minority, Mr. Calvert in 
the majority, on that occasion. There was no error at all, 271 were 
for and 157 against the Address approving of the Spanish Declara- 
“ tion respecting the seizure of Falkland’s Islands.” 


Letter 76 . 

^ ♦ * Queen’s House, Feb. 2 let, 1771, 

40 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — I am sorry so very arbitrary a mea- 
sure as the Duke of Portland’s dispute could be ordered 
to be committed, though glad the majority is lessened, 
as it may be a means of throwing [it] out before it 
comes to the House of Lords. 

I have very much considered the affair of the printers 
that is now coming before the House. I do in the 
strongest manner recommend that every caution may 
be used to prevent its becoming a serious affair. If .you 
are of opinion that any aldern^n will take the unjusti- 
fiable part you hinted at yesterday, why may not the 
messenger be made to understand that on summoning 
them he could hot find them ? It is highly necessary 
that this strange and lawless method of publishing 
debates in the papers should be put a stop to ; but is not 
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of Lords, M a Com of Becord, the beet 
SQcll Kiiscreaiits be&re? as it can €ne 
9a '^7^ aa ixnpnson, and as the Lords have broader 
shoulders to support any odium that this sali^pury mea- 
sure may occasion in the minds of the vulgar. - 
See also Letters 85 to 89. 


The printers business mentioned in this letter, though ^ .brema 
furor of the House of Commons, cannot be more than glanced at 
within the compass of a note; for though the bustle of it was great, 
the incidents are numerous and perplexed. The Commons, un- 
taught by their experience of the Middlesex election, were still in a 
fanatical fit on the question of privilege, and the result in each case 
was in one respect similar. The representatives of the nation lost a 
shadow, and the nation gained the substance. Progress is sometimes 
as well served by untimely obstruction as by able advocacy. 

For full narrations of the printers business see ‘ Annual Register * 
for 1771 ; ‘Pari. Hist.’ vol. xvii. p. 58, foil . ; ‘Piet. Hist, of England, 
Geo, III . ’ vol. i. pp. 11 1-1 16; Massey, ‘ Hist. Eng.* vol. ii. pp. 93-1 18; 
* Memoirs of Bockingham, * vol, ii. pp. 204-209. Lord M^on, * Eist. 
of England,* v. 284-290. 

The King’s advice “to use eveiy precaution to prevent” the 
printers business “ becoming a serious affair ” was good, although 
His Majesty was rather arbitrarily disposed towards “such mis- 
“ oreants.” The House blundered in suffering itself to be led by 
Colonel Onslow and Sir gJames Turnery men on a level with each 
other for sense or influence ; Lord North blundered in making a 
ministerial question of it ; Wilkes did not blunder, since he made 
personal if not political capital out of it, and rekindled for a moment 
his own waning power. This,” observes Lord Albemarle (‘ Mem. 
of Rockingham,’ vol. ii. p. 209), “ was the last popular demonstra- 
“ tion in the City in which for some years anything like unanimity 
“ prevailed.” 


Lettbr 77. 

* Queen's House, Feb. 26th. 1771. 

10 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — ^There being so many of the principal 
Arsons of the Opposition in the minority this day, and 
yet the number amounting only to nineteen, appears 
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rather extraordinary. I flatter myself that, if this affair 
is conducted with that circumspection ^t I am certain 
you will think it deserves, the ill. consequences will not 
exffiue wjhich I in the beginning very much ^red. The 
papers that are to be sent to the House of Commons in 
pursuance to the Address that has past in the House 
of Commons this day I judge to be in consequence of 
Mr.-Pownall’s motion. 

“ The minority ” at this moment by no means represented the 
usual strength or even weakness of Opposition, for many of the 
Whigs voted with Government on the printers business. Among 
the principal persons who did so were Colonel Barr4, Mr. Btirke, 
Mr. Dowdeswell, Mr. Oliver, Sir George Savile, and Aldermen Saw- 
bridge and Townshend for tellers. 

The papers to be sent to the House of Commons lelated to “ The 
“ Spanish Declaration respecting the seizure of the Falkland’s Island.” 
Mr. (Governor) Pownall on the 13th of February had expressed his 
dissatisfaction with the declaration, but he appears not to have made 
any motion on the question, 

Thomas Pownall had been Governor of South Carolina and other 
Anjprican colonies. He was called “ Governor ” to distinguish him 
from his brother John; for both were antiquaries, and Thomas was 
a frequent contributor to the ‘ Archceologia.’ He is frequently men- 
tioned by Horace Walpole as a collector of prints and “ auld knick- 
“ knackets ” and his work on the ‘ Study of Antiquities,* (fee., is 
often cited by Mr. Mitford in the earlier volumes of his ‘ History of 
Greece.’ He was really able and accomplished, and, from the know- 
ledge he had gained as “ Governor,” was regarded as an authority 
in American a&irs — at first.* 


Letter 78 . 

Queen's House, Feb. 28th, 1771. 

* 42 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lokd North, — ^Though I think you could not mis- 
take my sentiments this day on the new scene that 
arises by the sudden death of the King of Sweden, I 

* Pownall was the author also of 'Administration of the Colonies/ which passed 
through several editions. 
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choose shortly again to sketch them. It has ever oc- 
curred to me that the gaining the Court of Sweden is 
no real object of this country, for if after a considerable 
expense tW is effected, it will be impossible to keep her 
friendship unless a subsidy is granted, for that power 
cannot subsist without foreign money. Besides, as there 
is no publick mode of obtaining the money that is ex- 
pended in that corruption, it must be taken from my 
Civil List, consequently new debts incurred ; and when 
I apply to Parliament for relieving me, an odium cast 
on myself and Ministry, as if the money had been 
expended in bribing Parliament. I therefore think we 
ought only to feed the opposition to France, that that 
Crown may carry no essential points, and may be drove 
to spend much greater sums to little purpose. 


“ Sudden death of the King of Sweden.” 

“ Adolphus Frederick expired suddenly about eight o’clock this 
“ evening (February 12), at his palace in Stockholm, in the 61st year 
“ of his age and 20th of his reign.” ‘Annual Begister,’ 1771, vol. 
xiv. p. 78. 

The annual subsidy of 670,0001. to the King of Prussia had been 
withdrawn in 1762. While it was being paid, there can hardly 
have been a subsidy to Sweden also, since that kingdom was at war 
with Ihnissia, withdrawing from the contest at the.same time with 
Bussia on the death of the Empress Elizabeth, 1762. Are we to 
infer from this letter that small subsidies were at thia time granted 
by the King of England to foreign powers? If so, they and the 
current expenditure upon elections and the Court party will account 
for His Majesty’s income being found so often inadequate to the 
demands upon it. 


Letter 79 . 

Queen's House, March 4th, 1771. 

53 min, 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — Mr. Scot chusing to decline the 
living of Worplesden, I very readily consent to Mr. 
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Fountayne’s obtaining it, and that the former may wait 
for the living of Simondsburn in Northumberland; you 
will therefore direct the warrant to be preferred ^sic]. 


ITie first two Sovereigns of the House of Hanover had generally 
left Church preferments in the hands of their ministers, and the 
levies of the latter, especially the Duke of Newcastle, were crowded 
by hopeful divines. George the Second, indeed, often consulted his 
Queen on these matters, nor was the pupil and correspondent of 
Leibnitz and the friend and patroness of Samuel Clarke an incom- 
petent adviser when stalls or thrones became vacant ; but, as soon 
as it was notorious that the King himself dispensed such appoint- 
ments, the ministerial lev($es were comparatively deserted, and the 
loyalty of the clergy was confirmed. I^he British Josiah, as George 
the Third was frequently called in the pulpit and in print, took 
great pains, it must be owned, to ascertain the private characters, as 
well as the political opinions, of the candidates for preferment, and 
perhaps the power of nomination could not at the time have been 
placed in better hands. 

See Letter 71. 


Letter 80 . 

Queen's House, March ."Sth, 1771. 

5 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am not surprised that Mr. Pov^rnairs 
absurd motion could not produce a very long debate ; 
indeed, it is a convincing proof that the author of it is 
not calculated to make a figure in foreign affairs. 


The only motion mentioned in ‘Pari. History,’ vol. xvli. p. 
75, on the 4th of March, did not relate to “foreign affairs,” 
neither was it Mr. Pownall’s, but Colonel Onslow’s, “for an ad- 
“ dress to His Majesty to issue a proclamation for apprehending- 
“ the printers, Wheeble and Thompson.” The ‘ Gentleman’s Maga- 
zine,’ for the first three months of this year, makes no mention of 
Pownall. 
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Letter 81. 

* Queen’s House, March 8th, 1771. 

30 min. p. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — sincerely rejoice at the very good 
conclusion of yesterday’s debate, and at nothing more 
than the wisdom of leaving the Opposition, as they 
were divided in their sentiments, the whole altercation; 
besides, if gentlemen can let their reason guide them to 
differ with their friends on what they might deem a 
popular question, it is to be hoped they will by this be 
encouraged to hold on future occasions the same pro- 
priety of conduct. 

Since on the next day to the date of this letter the ** proclamation 
“ for apprehending John Whoeble and E. Thompson,” printers of 
the ‘ Gazetteer * and ‘ New Daily Advertiser,’ was issued, I presume 
the delate related to it ; but I find no mention of any altercation in 
the House on the 8th of March. 


Letter 82. 

* Queen’s House, March 8th, 1771. 

20 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Loud North, — I heard this day that Mr. Vivian, 
Professor of Modern Languages at the .University of 
Oxford, is dead; you ought to apply to the Chancellor 
of the University that a man of sufficient abilities may 
be proposed for my approbation for filling that oflSce. 

Lord Brougham’s extract from this letter^^is : — “ Desires applica- 
“ tion to tlie Chancellor of Cambridge to nominate a proper person 
“ to the Professorship of Modem History— Gray; f ” and his note, 
“ Gray the poet, who was appointed.” 

“ Oxford** is most legibly written by the King, Gray refused the 
Professorship of Modem History at Cambridge by Lord Bute in 
1762; was offered, and accepted it from the Duke of Grafton in 
1768. He died on the 30th of July, 1771. Did Lord Brougham 
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[or Sir James IMackintosh] forget Gray’s ode on the installation of 
the Duke of Grafton as Chancellor of the University of Cambrid^Cy 
July 1, 1769? 


Letter 83. 

* Queen's House, March 10th, 1771. 

Lord North, — ^Your account of Admiral Pye having 
yesterday carried the election at Rochester by so great 
a majority gives me much pleasure. I have also re- 
ceived your acknowledgment of the note I sent you, 
desiring you to consult the Chancellor of Oxford as 
to the properest person for the vacant Professorship, 
because I think those offices, having been instituted for 
promoting learning in the Universities, ought not to be 
given by favour, but according to merit. 


Letter 84. 

Queen’s House, March 13th, 1771. 

50 min, pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — I appreliend the majority must have 
been much fatigued at being detained till five this 
morning, but. the litigiousness of the minority cannot 
give them any weight, — on the contrary, must offend 
every moderate man. 


“ The minority by. motions for adjournment and amendments to 
“ the different quesi^oiis protracted the debate to past four o’clock 
“ in the morning, during which the House had divided between 
“ twenty and thirty times. On these divisions, the numbers ran 
“ from 143 to 70 on the side of the majority ; from 55 to 10 on that 
“ of the minority. The result was, that the six printers were 
“ ordered to attend the House.” — ‘Ann. Reg.,’ vol. xiv. p. 63. The 
proclamation for apprehending John Wheeble and R. lliompson is 
published in the ‘ London Gazette,’ March 5, 9, Nos. 11,124—5. 
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Letter 85 . 

*♦ Queen's House, March 17tli, 1771. 

Lord North, — Though I sent Lord Hillsborough to 
you with my opinion, that, as the Lord Mayor has 
presumed to set the privilege of the House of Commons 
of ordering printers to be brought to the bar at nought, 
and even to issue a warrant for committing the Mes- 
senger to the Compter for executing the duty of his 
office, the authority of the House of Commons is totally 
annihilated if it is not in an exemplary manner sup- 
ported to-morrow by instantly committing the Lord 
Mayor and Alderman Oliver to the Tower ; as to 
Wilkes, he is below the notice of the House; then a 
Secret Committee, or Rny other mode of examining 
farther into the affair, is open for the wisdom of the 
House. I wish you would send Jenkinson to Lord 
Mansfield for his opinion as to the manner of enforcing 
the commitment, if these people should continue to dis- , 
obey; a message of the same kind to the Chancellor 
might also be right. You know very well I was averse 
to meddling with the printers, but now there is no 
retracting ; the honour of the Commons must be sup- 
ported. 

“The Lord Mayor was Brass Crosby, who, for a time, almost 
“ rivalled his brother-magistrate, Wilkes, in oivio popularity. On 
“ his election as Lord Mayor, in the preceding Kovember, he laid 
“ his hand on his heart, and assured the citizens ‘ he would protect 
“ them in their padt privileges and liberties.^ "'He was possessed of 
“ great natural sagacity, and perhaps, as he started in life as an 
“ attorney, of some knowledge also of the law. His appearance 
“ was coarse, and his manners were nide.” — * Memoirs of Rocking- 
ham,’ vol. ii. p. 205. • 

Charles Jenkinson, Secretary to Lord Bute in 1770, one of the 
Lords of the Treasury, Vice-Treasurer of Ireland in 1772, December; 
in 1786 he was created Baron Hawkesbury, and in 1796 Earl of 
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Liverpool, Lord Makon (‘ Hist, of England/ voL* v. p. 221) ob- 
serves that Charles Jenkinson, a man of slender patrimony, 
“ or perhaps, to speak more truly, of none at all, by his application 
and industry gave a lustre to his name. He did not fill any 
“ important post until the close of 1778, when he succeeded Lord 
“ Barrington as Secretary at War, and when the cry of secret in- 
“ fluence, which had died away as regarded Lord Bute, was with 
little reason revived against him ; but he rose at last to be Earl 
“ of Liverpool, and his son to be Prime-Minister of England.” 


Letter 86. 

* Queen’s House, March 19th, 1771. 

3 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — The conduct of the majority seems 
to have been of that firm and dignified kind which 
becomes those that are on right ground. I am not 
surprized that the whole House, except Alderman Saw- 
bridge, Alderman Oliver, and Sir Joseph Mawbey, 
joined in condemning the conduct of the Lord Mayor, 
and 'in asserting the privilege of the House, which, if 
not in an exemplary manner supported on this occasion, 
must anihilate [sic] the House of Commons, and thus 
put an end to the most excellent form of Government 
which has been established in this kingdom. Go on 
with resolution, and this affair will be happily con- 
cluded. It occurs to me that the mode of conducting 
the Lord Mayor ought to be well considered, that no 
•rescue may ensue. Might not the conducting him by 
water be the most private manner ? 

The debate was on the motion of Welbore Ellis, That the Lord 
Mayor (Brass . Crosby) do attend in his place to-morrow (19th 
March). 

The znajority was 187 (267 — 80). The King does not give a 
very correct notion of the debate. Sir Joseph Mawbey and Mr. 
Alderman Sawbridge indeed went a little further than the rest of 
the minority on the 18th of March, since they declared against the 
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usurped power of the House, and defended the Lord Mayor s and 
the Aldermen’s (Wilkes and Oliver) proceedings on constituti<mal 
grounds ; but most of the minority who spoke, while asserting the 
privileges of the House, observed that those privileges were always 
odious when turned against the people ; that electors had privileges 
as well as honourable members ; that the House from its conduct in 
the Middlesex election was odious to the nation ; that the prosecution 
of the printers was a silly instating measure : in shoit;, the speakers 
in the minojity told some truth and talked good sense, however 
dignified and firm the conduct of the majority may have been. 
See Pari. Hist., vol. xvii. pp. 98-103. Far from allowing him- 
self to be “conducted by water, the most private manner,” the 
Lord Mayor came from the City in his coach, having for his com- 
panions his chaplain, Mr. Evans, and Mr. Alderman ' Oliver, and 
being attended by a great crowd of very respectable people. See 
the ‘Gentleman’s Magazine,* March, 1771, for an account of his tri- 
umphal procession to and from the City. On his return, he was 
drawn in his carriage from St. I’auPs to the Mansion House, but — 
not by horses. 


Letter 87 . 

Queen’s House, March 20tl), 1771, 

55 mill. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — I am sorry the business of committing 
the Lord Mayor could not be concluded last night, for 
every delay in a* breach of privilege of so enormojis a 
kind seems to indicate to the bystander a less attach- 
ment in the House of Commons to its own authority 
than every wellwisher can desire ; besides, whatever 
time is given to the Lord Mayor is in reality allowing 
consultation and plans of disturbance to the factious. 
I owne I could have wished that Wilkes had not been 
ordered before the House, for he must be in a jail the 
next term if not given new life by some punishment 
inflicted on him, which will bring him new supplies ; 
and I do not doubt he will hold such a language that 
will oblige some notice to be taken of him. 
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His Majesty, indeed, was very near the truth, and showed that, 
whatever the House may have done, he had learnt ^isdom from the 
Middlesex eleotion. There can be no doubt that the printers* busi- 
ness did not answer Mr. Wilkes’s expectations when he caught at it. 
“ His fortunes,” says. Mr. Massey (Hist. ii. p. 91), “were again at a 
“ low ebb ; the subscriptions which had flowed so freely to his relief 
“ during the Middlesex elections had fallen off as that excitement 
“ wore away ; the Society for the Support of the Bill of Rights began 
“ to think that thoir organisation might bo available for other objects 
“ than the relief of a patriot’s pecuniary necessities. A dispute 
“ had arisen between Wilkes and a former friend and caadjutoj*, 
“ the celebrated Parson Horne ; and, as nsuaJly lia])pon8 with 
“ patriots when they fall out, WiJkcs and Horne became implaaibJo 
“ foes, and Homo, who had proved himself a match for Junius, was 
“ much more than a match for Wilkes.” (‘omp. Lord Mahon, v. 
p. 290-aOl. 


Lettkr 88. 

Queen's House, March 2l8t, 1771. 

57 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Loud North, — Your account of yesterday’s. debate 
li!is> given me great pleasure, as it seems to l^ave been 
guided with dignity and with attention to the privileges 
of the House. The apparent intention of not examining 
Wilkes meets thoroughly with my opinion, and this\ 
unpleasant affair seems now to promise an issue that 
will tend to restore due authority to the injured privi- 
leges of Parliament. ^ 

, Calcraft to Lord Cliatham, March 24, 1771, ‘Correspond.’ iv. 
p. 122; — “The Ministers avow Wilkes too dangerous to meddle 
“ with. He is to do what he pleases; wo aro to submit. So His 
Majesty orders : he will have ‘ nothing more to do with that devil 
‘ ilkes.’ The Treasury are heartily sick of the other parts of this 
‘ business ; reprimand now is the only language.” 

\\ ilkes woe summoned — “ had received three successive summonses 
‘ to attend the House.” He reftiscd compliance with theiu, “ 1x3- 
‘ cause,” he said in a letter to the Speaker, “ J observe that no notice 
is taken of me in your order as a member of the House, and that I 
am not required to attend in my place ; both these circumstances 

F 2 
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“ ought to have been mentioned in my case, and I hold them ah- 
“ solutely^indispensable. In the name of the freeholders of Middlesex 
“ I again demand my seat, having the honour of being freely chosen 
“ by a very great majority one of the representatives for the said 
“ county.” ‘Chatham Correspond.,* iv. p. 123. Comp. Massey, ii. 
p. 93. 


Letter 89. 

Queen’s House, March 26th, 1771. 

20 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — Considering the new indecent method 
of protracting the business of Parliament, I am rather 
surprized you could advance so far last night ; and the 
great majoritys on each question will show the House 
means to protect its privileges, without which it must 
soon degenerate, and, in lieu of the bulwark of liberty, 
become contemptible. 


Debate in the Commons on committing the Lord Mayor and Mr. 
^derman Oliver to the T^ower. Pari. Hist. xvii. p. 119. See ‘ Gen- 
tleman’s Magazine,’ March, 1771. . 

(1.) The previous question being put, &c., 123 (202 — 79). 

(2.) On Lord North’s motion that Morgan, clerk to the Lord 
Mayor, do attend this House to-morrow morning, &o., 132 (188 — 56). 

Mr. WedderbUrne and Mr. Charles Fox supported Lord North’s 
motion ; Mr, Dunning and Mr. Dowdeswell opposed it. For Charles 
Fox’s zeal on this occasion, see Massey, 1. c. 


Letter 90. 

* Queen’R House, March 28th, 1771. 

Lord North, — The conclusion of the debate and 
division has proved very honourable for the House of 
Commons, and I trust a due firmness will subdue the 
violence that has been encouraged by , men of some pro- 
perty who dare not avow it. I rejoice much at your 
having got without farther insult home, and hope you 
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will come to St. James’s when I return from the Houst 
of Lords this day. I would upon no account pass the 
Bills otherwise than in person at a mompnt like this. 
Believe me the spirit you showed yesterday will pre- 
vent its being often called upon ; they now know you 
are not to be alarmed, and therefore wjjll not dare to 
again attempt what must revolt every man that has 
any regard to law, or even to humanity. 


This letter refers to the debate upon the motion of Welbore Ellis, 
March 18. See Letter 86. 

After a motion that, in consideration of the Lord Mayor’s ill state 
of liealth, he should be committed to the custody of the Serjoant-at- 
Arms instead of being sent to the Tower — a feivour which his 
lordship declined — the motion was amended, and the question for 
commitment carried by a majority of 163 (202 — 39). 

Calcraft to Lord Chatham, March 28, 1771, ‘Correspond.’ iv. 
p. 139 : — “ The concourse of people who attended the Lord Mayor is 
“ incredible. They seized Lord North, broke his chariot, had got 
“ him amongst them, and, but for Sir William Meredith’s inter- 
“ fering, would probably have demolished him. This, with the 
“ insults to other members, caused an adjournment of business for 
“ some hours.” 

Lord N orth shared in the King’s opinion that “ people of some 
“ property encouraged ” this “violence.” In the course of his speech 
on the 27th he expressed his conviction that the mob who liad 
attacked him were hired by the minority — a charge which was 
severely, and probably justly also, rebutted by Mr. William Burke, 

“ The journals of the day announce that on the 30th of March 
“ the Dukes of Manchester and Portland, the Marquis of Itocking- 
“ ham, Earl Fitzwilliam, Sir Charles Saunders, Admiral Keppel, 
“ Mr. Dowdeswell, and Mr. Edmund Burke, attended by Messrs. 
“ Baker and Martin [Sheriffs of London], waited on the Lord Mayor 
“ and Mr. Oliver in their apartments in the Tower ; and that a few 
“ days afterwards several of the Ministers and their adherents who 
“ had taken part against the printers were beheaded and burnt in 
“ efligy on Tower Dill. 

“ This was the last popular demonstration in the City in which 
“ for some years anything like unanimity prevailed. Shortly broke 
“ out the quarrel between Wilkes and Home Tooke, when every 
“ City patriot ranged himself under the banners of one or other of 
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41 the two rivals ; and from this period the Whigs and what are now 
“(1862) termed ‘Eadicals* became two distinct sections of the 
“ liberal party.” Lord Albemarle, in the ‘ Memoirs of Rockingham,’ 
ii. p. 209. 


Letter 91 . 

Si* # 

Queen’s House, April 1 0th, 1771. 

30 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am glad to find the debate this day 
has not been so teazing as has been usually the case on 
the opening the Budget. I hope to hear [from] you 
to-morrow what ideas seem to occur in the Secret 
Committee. 

On the 28th of March a Secret Committee of two “ was chosen by 
“ ballot to examine into the several facts and circumstances relative 
“ to the late obstructions to the execution of the orders of this 
“ House” — that is to say, the refusal of the City magistrates to give 
aid to the messengers in apprehending the printers, &c. 


Letter 92 . 

Queen’s House, April 26th, 1771. 

Lord North, — I am sorry you was detained so late 
last night with so fruitless aft affair as Allen’s petition ; 
and I am sorry any man could have the face to harangue 
on so invidious an affair. Efery man that ventures 
into a riot, whether a party or spectator, is liable to be 
killed ; that the unhappy young man was of the former 
can be but little doubted. » 


A petition from Allen, &ther of the young man who was killed in 
St. George’s Fields (May jO, 1768), was presented by Mr. Sergeant 
Glynno praying an inquiry concerning the murder of his son, and 
for justice against the inhunuin murderers, &c. &o. Mr. Burke and 
Sir George Savile had “ the fece to harangue” on this rather ancient 
story. The petition was rejected by a majority of 125 (168 — 33). 
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Letter 93. 

♦Queen’s House, April 2()tb, 1771. 

13 Inin. pt. 11 p.m. 

Lord North, — The motion of Mr. Sawbridge was in 
its nature so abstird and so detrimental to trade, that I 
am surprised he could find so many supporters ; and 
Mr; Cornwall’s so indecent to his brother members, that 
it cannot raise him in their opinion. Though I am not 
conscious of having much gall in my composition, I 
cannot help thinking that the uniform conduct of this 
disjointed Opposition is a medley of absurdities which 
tends to nothing less than encouraging a contempt of 
the laws and of that subordination that alone can 
preserve liberty, of which they pretend to bo the 
guardians. 


Aldorman Sawbridge’s now perennial motion for shortening the 
duration of Parliament. It was rejected by 10 majority. 

^ Mr. Oomwall’s motion on the Lottery Bill, that no members 
should be allowed to subscribe for more than twenty tickets, com- 
plaints having been made that the friends of the Chancellors of the 
Exchequer absorbed them before the public had a chance of sub- 
scribing. The motion was rejected in a very thin House by a 
majority of 20 (81 — 11). Mr. CornwalPs indecency consisted in his 
opposition to this mode of raising supplies, in employing which, 
however, Lord North merely walked in the ways of- his prede- 
cessors. For an account of Lord North’s mode of raising supplies 
see a letter of Sir Samuel Korailly's, April 4, 1781. ‘ Life,’ 3rd ed., 
vol. i. p. 120. 

The King’s phrase, “ this disjointed Opposition,” is endorsed by 
Mr. Calcraft in a letter to Lord cWham, March 26, 1771 (‘Chatham 
Correspond,,* vol. iv. p. 125). “Opposition are in great want of a 
“ leader and a general system. One set are so candid, another so 
“ violent, a third so dissatisfied, that the scene is dreadful.” 
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Letter 94. 

* Richmond Lodge, May 7th, 1771. 

15 min. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North,— I thoroughly approve of the Speech, 
as it contains very exactly my way of thinking. I am 
as well pleased with the wording of it> except a doubt 
whether My Good Brother the King of Spain would not 
be more agreeable to the usual method of speaking 
from the Throne than Hie CathoKck Majesty. If you 
would inquire of Mr. Dyson, who is so thorough a 
master of form, this can easily be solved. I shall im- 
mediately order everything for my going to the House 
of Lords to-morrow, which I prefer to Thursday, and 
on Sunday authorized Lord Rochford to summon the 
Cabinet for to-morrow morning, in case the business 
should then be ready. 

On the 8th of May an end was put to this long and stormy 
session. The King, in his Speech from the Throne, congratulated 
tho Houses on those wise exertions which had averted a war, and 
enabled him confidently to promise a continuance of the blessings of 
peace. Ho alluded to the disturbances and groundless suspicions at 
home. For “it is my earnest wish,” said His Majesty, “that my 
“ subjects may not be prevented by any mistakes or animosities 
“ among themselves from enjoying in .the fullest extent the blessings 
“ of a mild and legal Government.” 

The King in his Speech says, “ The satisfeiction I have obtained 
“ from his Catholic Majesty ” — and this was the usual mode of speak- 
ing; tho King of Spain was entitled the “Most Catholic King*’ 
(los Catolicos Reyes, the title of Ferdinand and Isabella) ; the 
King of Portugal, “ the Most Faithful the King of France, “ tho 
“ Most Christian.” 


Letter 95. 

Richmoxid Lodge, May llth, 1771 . 

Lord North,— I have just received your recom- 
Tuondation of the Kev. Mr. Speke, a relation of Lady 
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North’s, for the living of Curry Mallet in Somerset 
Shire, for whom I with the greatest pleasure desire you 
will -direct the presentation to be prepared. 


There is a glimpse of Mr. SjpeJce in the ‘ Chatham Correspondence/ 
vol. iv. p. 217. The hoys (William and James Pitt), writes Earl to 
Countess Chatham, made » morning’s visit to Mr. Speke. He 
showed James a charming mare,” &o. Cuny Mallet and Burton 
Fynsent, the seat of Lord Chatham,. whence the letter is written, are 
;^ both in Somersetshire. 


Letter 96 . 

Queen's House, June 7th, 1771. 

Lord North, — The sincere regard I have for you 
makes me, though much hurt at the certain loss of so 
amiable a man as Lord Halifax, yet with pleasure 
acquaint you that, whenever I shall receive the account 
of his death, I shall immediately appoint you Ranger 
•of Bushy Park. As I am resolved to make out none of 
those grants but during pleasure, and have done so in 
the cases of my brothers, I am* certain you will very 
willingly accept it on that footing, which, from the 
conduct you uniformly hold, must be a tenure of a per- 
manent kind. I cannot conclude without assuring you 
that every opportunity of showing you the sincere 
regard I have for you is giving me the greatest 
pleasure. 

George R. 


Lord Halifax died on the 8th of June. 

He was succeeded on the 12th of Juhe as Secretaiy of State for 
the Northern Department by the Earl of Suffolk, in whose room 
the Duke . of Grafton was made Keeper of the Privy Seal. See 
Letters 63, 4, 5. 

The Bedford Whigs found great fault with the Duke of Grafton 
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for taking office under any condition. Yet Lord Ckatham, while 
Privy Seal, had set an example of holding office without performing 
any official duties. The Cabinet was scarcely affected by these 
changes, for Halifax was a Whig in name only* The restoration 
of the Duke, however, called forth much rancour generally, and 
especially incensed Junius, who had prided himself on having 
driven his Grace into retirement in January, 1,769. Hence the 
tremendous letter of the 22nd of June in the ‘ Public Advertiser,’ 
in which the King was handled as rmighiy as the Duke himself, 
and Mansfield, Fox (a Tory then), Wedderbume, Sandwich, and 
others connected with the Administration, came in for their share 
of scorching sarcasms. Letters of Junius, xlix. ; ‘ Piet. Hist. England, 
Geo.- IJL* vol. i. p. 119. 


Letter 97 . 

Queen’s House, June 9th, 1771. 

Lord North, — As I find Lord Halifax is dead, yon 
will, I hope, have prepared everything for Lord 
Suffolk’s being on Wednesday succeeded either by the 
Duke of G-rafton or Lord Weymouth; you will also 
direct the warrant to be prepared for appointing you 
Ranger of Bushy Park, and cannot help adding the 
pleasure I feel on bestowing on you what you seem 
so much to desire. I have ordered on Wednesday 
sevenight a Chapter of the Garter, when my second 
son is to have that Order ; and the next vacancy, 
whether of a subject or a foreign prince, I mean to 
bequeath this Order on you, which I shall do with the 
greater pleasure as I never have had any intimation 
from you that it is an honour yoii are in the least 
ambitious of. 

The ‘^London Gazette,’ July 9, “announces the appointment of 
“ Lady North as Keeper tf Bushy Park in or near Hampton Court.” 
No. 11,159. 

On the 19th of Juno, “Wednesday sevenight,” His Royal High- 
ness Frederick Bishop of Osnabui^, then seven yoai-s and -ten 
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months old, was elected a Knight of the Garter in the room of tho 
late Earl of Halifax — ‘London Gazette,* No. 11,164— and installed 
with H.K.H. the Prince of Wales on the 25th day of July (ib. 
No. 11,164). Shortly before this ceremony the Bishop had assisted 
at a review in St. James*s Park. He did not take the secuZar titles 
of Duke of York and Albany in Great Britain and Earl of Ulster 
in Ireland until 27th Nov. 1784. 


Letter 98. 

Queen's House, June 10th, 1771. 

15 min. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — You have done extremely well in 
writing to the Lords usually consulted, and also to the 
Duke ; he being, as I was told yesterday, at New- 
market, his answer cannot be received until to-morrow ; 
but should he decline. Lord Weymouth being in town, 
in either case the Privy Seal may be appointed on 
Wednesday. I am much pleased with the manner in 
which you have received my unasked intimation of 
conferring the next vacant Garter. I should not be 
surprized if it should happen in a few weeks ; as the 
next brother to the Duke of Gotha died the last of May, 
that event may, by what I have learnt, very likely 
release him from the weak state he is now reduced to. 

See note to Letter 96. •• 


Letter 99. 

“Queen's House, June 11th, 1771. 

43 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — ^Nothing can be more handsome than 
the Duke of Grafton’s manner of accepting the Privy 
Seal, which convinces me that he would have been hurt 
if it had not been offered to him. I must bear testi- 
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mony that he ever thought the confidential Cabinet too 
numerous, and that on Lord Bristol’s getting the Privy 
Seal he therefore desired i^ might be stipulated that 
he should not be of those meetings ; and as he thinks 
the same in his own Case, I cannot see any reason for 
summoning him of [sic] ministerial questions, except 
when they regard some 'affair to be debated in the 
House of Lords ; on other occasions, if his advice is 
asked, he will undoubtedly give it privately. You will 
give Lord Suffolk notice to bring the Privy Seal. 

Lord Bristol booame Privy Seal on the resignation of Lord 
Chatham in October, 1768, and remained in that office imtil 1770. 


Letter 100 . 

Queen’s House, June 26th, 1771, 

35 min. pt. 1 1 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am pleased with the attention of 
sending to me the poll for sheriffs, as the two senior 
aldermen appear now to have a fair prospect of suc- 
ceeding. I trust no zeal will be wanting that their 
success may be as brilliant as possible, the more so as it 
will unveil what has certainly been all along the fact, 
that Wilkes ha^ been in his various struggles supported 
by a small though desperate part of the Livery, whilst 
the sober and major part of that body have from fear 
kept aloof. 


Letter 101 . 

Richmond Lod^, Sept. 30th, 1771, 

30 nun. pt. 4 p,m. 

Lord North, — I sincerely rejoice at the prospect' of 
Mr. Nash’s success. If the same zeal is shown, the rest 
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of the poll will greatly tend to restore [the] tranquility 
[sic] of this greatest trading city in the world ; but if 
riot is to continue, must soon become despicable. 


Letter 102 . 

Richmond Lodge, October lat, 1771. 

38 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am much pleased at your attention 
in transmitting the prosperous situation of affairs in the 
City. I wish Nash and Halifatc had joined from the 
„ first, as it would have prevented any of the factious 
being returned this year to the Court of Aldermen, and 
would have been the fullest disavowal of the strange 
conduct held of late by the Livery. 

“ Two Senior Aldermen ; ” “ Mr. Naeh ; ” Affairs in the City ,** — The 
“ two senior aldermen” are Plumbe and Kirkman. Mr. Alderman 
Nash of Cannon Street was the partner of Mr. Benjamin Smith. 
Mr. John Eobinson, bettor known as “ Jack Kobinson,” the minis- 
^terial manager, wrote to Mr. Benjamin Smith to inform him that 
Mr. Alderman Harley was to meet his ward in the course of the 
day, and urge upon them the interests of Wumbe and Kirkman, that 
tho friends of Government would be very active, and that Smith, 
Nash, and Co. must be on the alert. Jack Eobinson’s messenger 
took the letter to another Benjamin Smith, of Budge Eow, a hot 
Wilkite. Budge-Eow Benjamin published the letter with an affi- 
davit of its authentioify. The “ senior aldermen ” instantly went 
down, and Alderman Bull, as yet only fourth on the poll, went up 
in the City, and Alderman Oliver, on accoimt of his notorious anta- 
gonism to Wilkes, came out at the bottom of the list of the candi- 
dates for the Shrievalty. 

Nash was Lord Mayor elect, and Wilkes wrote a letter to him 
a^inst giving French wines at his entertainments. To drink 
claret was regarded as unpatriotic and unorthodox, while port was 
considered the proper beverage for lovers of their country and 
church. The warning came oddly from Wilkes, and Nash sensibly 
replied that his brother-alderman might drink, and give to drink, 
wbiat he pleased ; but, as for himself, he should put French wines 
on his table in spite of the admonition. 
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In a contemporary diary, Bpecimens of which are given by Mr, 
CoS\!bt m\i\s ‘lielicB of Literature,* p. 305, is the following mention 
of tLia election: — 

“ June 29 .— Never did candidates hribe so high as the present 
candidates for the Shrievalty ; for by Mr. Oliver and colleagues we 
“ are promised a reduotion|jf the price of provisions ; by Mr. Wilkes 
“ the preservation of our liberties ; and by Mr. Kirkman and Co.^ 
“ a great and glorious restoration to our senses. Time will show 
“ whether eating, bawling, or court-serving, be the order of the day. 

“ More bets are depending on the event of the present poll for 
“ sheritFs than were ever known on any former occasion. A great 
“ consternation prevails at the west end of the town. The groat 
folks appear to be afraid that Mr. Wilkes has some deep scheme in 
“ his head by wishing so ardently for the office of sheriff. It seems 
“ as if they were^ afraid he should in his turn issue a general war- 
“ rant and take them all up.” 


Letter 103 . 

** Queen*8 House, Jan. 2nd, 1772. 

10 min, pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord Nourn, — I return the letters you left with nio 
yesterday ; Sir Jeffry Amherst’s is coutched in civil 
terms, hut not without that commendation of his 
own services, which, though very great, would not be 
lessened if he left the appreciating them to others. 
Lieutenant-General Conway, having very handsomely 
quitted the Seals, and having at that time had hopes 
of the Blues, cannot be looked upon as forgetting Sir 
Jeffry; the third regiment of Guards has ever been 
held by a Scotchman ; therefore this instance is also 
without foundation. 

Mr. Allen’s is ’only an additional proof of that aver- 
sion to English Government,* and of that avowed pro- 
fligacy that the gentlemen of that country seem to 


* In Ireland. Fora sketch of Irish phus, ii. pp. 11-17. The noble hia- 

affairs %in 1770 to the date of his torian designates the Viceroy Zord 

letter, see Grattan's Life, i. pp. 152- Townsend *‘as a man of more ability 

174 j Lord Mahon, v. p. 274; Adol- than sound judgment," 
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despise masking Avith the name of conscience, and must, 
sooner or later, oblige this country seriously to consider 
whether the uniting it to this Crown would not be 
the only means of making both islands flourish. Lord 
Townshend’s idea of a pension to Lord .Shannon * when 
the Session is over seems absurd, to let him do all the 
mischief he can whilst his assistance could be of use, 
and then reward him when his good wishes can avail 
nothing; but, if he would during the Session come for- 
ward, that might be worth admitting, provided the 
Lord-Lieutenant would cut off other pensions to satisfy 
his demand, for additional pensions must not be granted. 

The enclosed is the memorial I mentioned yesterday ; 
if it can be of any use to your family I shall rejoice {\t 
it ; if not, I desire it may be looked on as my desire of 
being of service to them. 

General Amherst, afterwards Lord Amherst, commanded the land 
forces at the reduction of Capo Breton, June, July, 1758; took 
Ticondcroga in the following year, and Montreal in September, 
IJCO. His campaign in Canada was eclipsed by that of Wolfe, but 
Mr. Pitt, in the House of Commons, observed that, “ If it was in 
“ VjDgetius, all the world would admire ; it is in America, and no- 
“ body regards it.” — Walpole Memoirs, &c., vol. ii. p. 398. For his* 
services in Canada, Sir Jeffrey had received the appointment of 
Governor of Virginia, a military sinecure to be held in London, 
according to the practice of the time. As, however, the troubled 
state of that province in 1708 did not admit of a non-resident 
governor. General Amherst, with the unanimous consent of tho 
Cabinet, was called upon by the King to resign. He proved intract- 
able, but was superseded by Lord Bottetort, who proved quite as 
efficient in Virginia as tho late non-resident Governor had been in 
London. The appointment laid ministers open to the taunt that 
“ it was not Virginia that wanted a governor, but a Court-favourito 
“ that wanted a salary.” — See letter signed ‘Valerius,* August 23, 
1768, in Junius (Bohn’s ed.), vol. ii. p. 209; and Lord Mahon’s 
Hist., vol. V. p. 202. 

• “ If Lord Shannon does not desert, which is suspected, the Opposition will pro- 
bably be victorious,*’ writes Mr. Grattan, Jan. 13, 1772. ‘ Life of Grattan,* i. p. 255. 
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Letter 104. 

♦ Queen’s House^ Jan. 2nd, 1772. 

40 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — When I wrote to you this morning I 
omitted taking notice of Lord Bellamont’s declaration 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Luttrell intends to come and 
resign his seat for Middlesex. I had heard a week ago 
a report of it, hut thought it too absurd to give any 
credit to it. I do not yet see how he can effect it, but 
would insinuate whether Lord Townshend might not 
receive a private intimation from you not to give him 
leave to quit his attendance in Ireland, which will at 
least postpone what might occasion some noise. 

I STipposo Gibbon throws some light on Colonel Luttrell’s mien- 
tion in a letter to Holroyd of February 3rd ; — “ Parliament is por- 
“ feotly quiet, and I think that Barr4 will not have the exercise of 
“ the lungs, except, perhaps, on a message much talked of, and soon 
“ expected, to recommend it to the wisdom of the House of Commons 
“ to provide a proper future remedy against the improper marriages 
“ of the younger branches of the Koyal Family. The noise of" 
“ Luttrell is subsided, but there was some foundation for it. The 
“ ColoneVa expenses in his bold enterprise [the Middlesex election] 
“ were yet unpaid by Government. The hero threatened, assumed 
“ the patriot, received a sop, and again sunk into the courtier.” 


Letter 105. 

Queen’s House, Jan. 4th, 177i^. 

3 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — My sister has apprized me that the 
Duke of Brunswick has ordered Mr. Teronce to apply 
to you concerning some of his demands relative to 
the last war, which Major Lutterloh has persuaded the 
Duke you are willing this Session of Parliament to 
bring again oh the carpet. I assured her it was im- 
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possible to enter again into an examination of those 

affairs. She said Terence 'was of that opinion, and 
therefore meant to write to you to-morrow, hoping to 
obtain his answer on paper, which he would transmit 
to Brunswick. If you write, that will end the busi- 
ness ; if you give it him verbally, he will be o:^ered to 
remain here, and will torment you the whole winter. 

Augusta, eldest daughter of Frederick Prince of Wales, was born 
July 31, 1737, and married in 1764 Charles William Ferdinand, 
•hercditaiy Pnneo of Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel, who was killed at the 
battle of Jena, commanding the Prussian army, October 14, 1806. 

The character of the princess is thus described by Mirabeau in 
1786; — “A la v^rite ello est toute Anglaise, par les gohts, par les 
“ principes, et par les manieres ; au point que son inddpendanco 
“ presquo cyniqiil fait avee r^tiquette dcs oours Allemandes le con- 
“ trasto le plus singulicr que jo connaisse.” She was at the date of 
this letter in England, and returned to Brunswick on the 1711i 
of February. — Ann. Register, xv. p. 75. 


Lettkr 106. 

Queen’s House, Jan. 6th, 1772. 

15 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — ^The sketch of the Speech meet^with 
my approbation. When the sentences are a little mdfe 
rounded, and that the Foreign Article is added, I doubt 
not but it will make a very good one. 


'rho sentences are rounded, and almost without meaning; the 
. Foreign Article related to the Falkland Islands. 


Letter 107. 

Queen’s House, Jan. 20th, 1772. 

59 min. pt. 1 p.m. 

Lord North, — I have signed the new Commission of 
Irish Excise, and cancelled the former one. I trust I 

VOL. I. G 
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shall hear from you to-morrow the numbers that shall 
have attended at the Cockpit this evening. 


Parliament mot on the 21st of January. The Addresses passed 
in both Houses without a division. Contrary to the usual practice 
of that ti!he, there had been no Session in November, or before the 
Christmas holidays. 

The New Commmion of Irish Excise , — In 1771-2 the English 
Government determined on increasing the number of Commissioners 
of the Eevenue. The Irish House of Commons, led by their Speaker, 
Edmund Sexton Pery, afterwards Lord Pery, decided that a divi- 
sion of the Boards of Eevenue was unnecessary, and threw out the 
motion for multiplying Commissioners. In spite of this vote, how- 
ever, the North Ministry augmented them from seven to eleven. — 

* Life of Grattan,’ voL i. p. 108. 


Letter 108 . 

♦ Queen's House, Jan. 25th, 1772. 

2 min. pt. 1 p.m. 

Lord North, — I hope your cold is better, and should 
be glad if you could come here, that I may have sotne 
conversation with you on the publications against both 
Houses of Parliament. 

For the scurrility of the public journals at this time, especially 
the ‘Middlesex Journal’* and the ‘ Gazetteer,’ see Massey’s History 
of England, vol. ii. p. 76. An increase. in the liberty or licence of 
the press prevailed from the very commencement of this reign. 
“ It is a singular circumstance,” observes Lord Macaulay, “ that in 
“ this year, 1760, pamphleteers first ventured to print at length 
“ the names of the great men whom they lampooned. George 

“ the Second had always l^en the K ; his ministers had been 

“ Sir R— W , Mr. P , and the Duke of N ; but the 

“ libellers of*George the Third, of ihe Princess-Mother, and of Lord 
“ Bute, did not give quarter to a single vowel.” 

* Johnson in 'The Patriot,* 1744, I a vehicle of "secret satire and open 
mentions the 'Middlesex Journal’ as | outrage.” 
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Lrtter 109 . 

♦Jan. 29tb, 1772. 14 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — There cannot be a greater proof that 
the Opposition is against men, not measures, than that 
Sir Chsirles Saunders and Admiral Keppel, who have 
at all times cried out for an additional number of sea- 
men, should, now it is proposed, object to it, which 
will meet with no kind of approbation from any 
quarter, and have no other effect but detaining you 
very uselessly for four hours. 


“ On tlio 29th of January, in a Committee of Supply, Mr, Buller 
“ informed the House* that His IVlajesty expected they would vote a 
“ considerable alimentation to our naval ^ce, as additional ships 
“ were required in the Levant, where Kussia was carrying on a 
“ maritime war with •Turkey ; in the East Indies, where France 
“ seemed to be collecting a force; and in Jamaica and the West 
“ India seas. Ho said that the whole force need not exceed 25,000 

“ men, including 6604 marines Admiral Sir Charles Saunders 

** opposed this demand of Ministers. ‘ Twenty-five thousand men,* 
“ said he, ‘ are a very great number indeed in a time of profound 
“ peace. As a seaman and an officer I might be for it, or for any 
“ addition, but as a member of Parliament, and at a time when we 
“ have had the most pacific Speech I ever heard from the Throne, I 
“ think the demand very extraordinary.' Admiral Keppel aiSserted 
“ that the Lords of the Admiralty only wanted more good things 
“ to bestow.” ‘ Pictorial Hist, of England,’ i. p. 122 ; ‘ Pari. Jlist.’ 
xvii. p. 238, foil. /‘The City people, however, said that war is 
“ unavoidable.” See Keppel’s ‘ Life of Viscount Kepjiel,’ vol. i. 
p. 408. Mr. Buller’s motion was carried without a division. 


As the nex% and several of the following Letters relate to “ The 
“ Bill for preventing Marriages in the Eoyal Family without the 
“ previous consent of the Crown,” I introduce a subject, so im- 
portant in His Majesty’s opinion, with a general note on ‘ The 
Eoyal Marriage Act.* 

On the 2bth of February in this year a message from the King 
was brought do^vn to both Houses of Parliament requiring them to 

o 2 



84 


GEORGE THE THIRD'S 


[1772. 


pass a law which should to a certain extent place the matrimonial 
alliances of the royal family under the control of the Sovereign. 

The immediate cause for the King’s determination to arm the 
Crown with this power was the marriages of his brothers. In 
October, 1771, the Duke of Cumberland liad married Mrs. Horton, 
widow of Christopher Horton, J3sq., of Cotton Hall, Derbyshire, 
daughter of an Irish peer, Lord Irnham, and sister of Colonel 
Luttrell, “the mock member” for Middlesex.® In the present year 
the Duke of Gloucester announced a marriage contracted by him 
several years before with Maria Countess Dowager of Waldegrave, 
an illegitimate daughter of Sir Edward, and granddaughter of Sir 
Robert Walpole. 

Whatever may have been the feeliflg of the British nation on this 
(piestion, the sense of Parliament, Wiich at this time was by no 
moans on every occasion tliat of the people, expressed itself in large 
majorities in favour of the Bill. The profane indeed might not 
unfixirly allege that his marriage was the oi\p creditable act in the 
Duke of Cumberland’s life, inasmuch as he had twice before he 
became a husband hiAolf appropriated the wives of other men. 
The King, however, was firm ; Parliament was obsequious ; and the 
royal brothers and their plebeian consorts were banished from Court. 
Opinions at the time and since have widely differed on the necessity, 
expedience, or morality of the Royal Marriage Act. Gibbon (Letter 
to Holroyd, February 21, 1772) expresses his approbation of the 
Bill, but his assent savours of sarcasm; Johnson disapproved of it, 
but the reasons for his dissent are rather obscure. Boswell’s ‘ Life 
of Johnson,’ p. 229, l-voL> ed. Sir James Mackintosh (Works, 
p. 4(37, ed. 1857) “cannot contain his indignation at the Act; ” and 
Mr. Massey (‘Hist, of England,’ vol. ii. pp. 111-116), even more 
indignant than Sir James, expatiates on its injiwtice, cimelty, and 
evil consequences. Lord Mahon (vol. v. pp. 305-311) applauds the 
Act itself as a wise prdtsaution, the King for his “just feeling of 
“ wounded dignity,” and concludes his eulogy of both by saying that 
“ happily for us it has ccSitinued in force until the present day.” 
The authors of the ‘Pictorial History of England’ (George III. 
vol. i. pp. 126-7) are of opinion that “ there were perhaps good and 
“ solid grounds of a political nature for objecting to Hiia kind of 
“ union between members of the royal family and subjects ; but it 
“ is understood that George the Third, still more Queen Charlotte, 

* There was another and quite as 1. o., calls the Duke of Cumberland’s 
celebrated a “Mrs. Horton” at this “Mrs. Horton” “the scheming widow,” 
time, Nancy Parsons, the well-known doubtless on good but not apparent 
mistress of the Duke of Qrafbon, after- grounds, 
wards Lady Maynard. Lord Mahon, 
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“ who was absolutely fenatio on questions of ancestry, based their 
“ objections an<f resentments on feelings much more personal and 
this opinion is fully confirmed by the King’s letters. His Majesty, 
it will be seen, docs not pretend that the Act will be good for th6 
nation, the church, or “our glorious constitution,” but only for 
himself, his family, his dignity, ai|^ everything that is Ms, 

The Earl of Shelburne, writing to the Earl of Chatham, March 18, 
1772 (‘Correspond.,* voL iv. pp. 199, 203), says that “one thing 
“ remarkable is,* that the King has not a servant in the lino of 
“ business in either House, except the Chief Justice of the King’s 
“ Ilonch (Lord Mansfield) can be called so, who will own the Bill, or 
“ who has refrained from every public insinuation against it as 
“ much as can come from those who vote for it, from considerations 
“ declared to be of another nature.” Lord Chatham in reply 
writes, — “ The doctrine of the Royal Marriage Bill is certainly new- 
“ fangled and impudent, and the extent of the powers given wanton 
“ and tyrannical. Aod yet I confess that to see a jmhlic which slept 
“ so quietly upon the violation of electors* rights and tlio tyranny 
“ of the House of Commons awjike into sffirit and activity about 
“ abridging the facility of princely nuptials surprised mo not a 
“ little. This is .straining at a gnat after swallowing the camel ! ” 
‘Chatham Correspond.,* vol. iv. pp. 199, 203. In a subsequent 
letter, p. 209, the Earl says, — “Kothing but the manner of currying 
“ through that registered edict called the Royal Act — still moie 
“ impudent than the terms of it — could have excited feeling on that 
“ subject; and as it was, it was confined to within doors.” The 
meaning of this last phrase is, that during the debates in the House 
of Commons on this Bill none but members were allowed to bo 
present, though many of the peers made* earnest ai)plication for 
admission. For some excellent remarks on I his Act, and a graphic 
description of the Duke and Duchess of Cumberland, see Mr. Tom 
Taylor’s ‘ Life and Times of Sir Joshua Reynolds,* vol. i. p. 439-41, 
and comp, note to p. 380, ib. ^ 


Letter 110 . 

Queen’s House, Feb. 4th, 1772. 

50 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord NoRyir, — I am much pleased with the draught 
of the message, and with that of the Bill for preventing 
marriages in the royal family without the previous 



86 


QEOBGE THE THIRD’S 


[ 1772 , 


conisent of the Crown, except the issue ^ of prinoesi^B 
that have or may be married into.foreign families ; but 
am much of opinion that the Addresses of Thanks from 
the two Houses of Parliament should be seperate, and 
brought by the usual^^miSsengers, as this, though a 
salutary measure, is of utility to the dignity of my 
family, and not merely of public advantage, which are 
the occasions that require the most solemn mode of 
expressing gi'atitude to the Throne. 


LET'I’BK 111 . 

* Queen’s House, Feb. 5th, 1772. 

8 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — In mentioning to the two Secretaries 
of State that it might be necessary to alter an ex- 
pression in the Bill for rendering the consent of the 
Crown necessary previous to the solemnization of any 
marriage in the royal family, this occasioned some 
conversation on the Bill, which gave rise to the idea 
that to render the Bill perfect it would be right to add, 
that in case the King should be a minor, then the 
Regent, with the advice of the Council, should have 
this right of giving consent, otherways a period might 
happen when the children of the Crown could, as in a 
late instance, enter into improper alliances. I therefore 
desire you will have this addition made to the Bill in 
words agreablelo the Regency Act. 


Letter 112 . 

♦ Queen’s House, Feb. 6th, 1772. 

50 min.^ pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, have made some inquiry into Sir 
Gilbert Elliot’s request in favour of his son, who is 
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undoubtedly a very pretty young man, and, on account 
of the father, should be glad to place in the army; but 
the obtaining at once ^a captain-lieutenancy would not 
only occasion clamour in the army, but disoblige many 
peers and members of Parliament, as it could not be 
done for their sons ; in short, I shall be glad when I can 
assist Sir Gilbert, but that must be in an unexception- 
able mode, for I will not for any man do a wrong 
thing, or, what is next to it, that which opens the door 
to other unreasonable requests. I have desired Lord 
Barrington to give yor^on paper the state of the case, 
that you may satisfy Sir Gilbert of the impossibility of 
obtaining what he seems to desire. The commission of 
captain obtained in an illegal method cannot be a claim 
to rank at coming in ; it might in time be a plea for 
advancement. 

Lord Barrington, Secretary-at-War. Since Lord Granby’s resig- 
nation in January, 1771, the office of Commander-in-Chief had 
^ remained in abeyance, and the duties of it were discharged at 
this time by Lord Barrington until October, 1772, when Viscount 
Townshend, on ceasing to bo Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, became 
Master of the Ordnance. For an account of Lord Barrington’s 
official career see ‘Memoirs of Rockingliam,’ vol. ii. pp. 190-192, 
and ‘ Life of Lord Barrington,’ by the Bishop of DurLam. Ho 
belonged to the party, or more properly to the clique, known as 
the “ King’s Friends,” and appears to have answered to Davie 
Gellatley’s description of Baillie Macwheeble, “ a particularly good 
“ man, who had a very quiet and peaceful conscience that never 
“ did him any harm,” Just before he was appointed Secretary- 
at-War under the Rockingham Administration, ho assured the King 
of his devotion solely and personally to His Majesty, and of his 
resolution to support the Government, not because some of his 
oldest friends were members of it, but because his Majesty had 
chosen it. He said that “the Crown had an undoubted right to 
“ choose its Ministers, and that it was the duty of subjects to support 
“ them, unless there were some very strong and urgent reasons to 
“ the contrary.” And he added, “Sir, I beg you 'will dispose of my 
“ place” — ho was then Treasurer of the Navy — “as shall be most 
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“ convenient to you ; and bo assured that my conduct shall bo exactly 
“ the same when 1 am only your subject as if I continued your 
“ servant.*’ It is not surprising to find the official cxireer of so 
good and faithful an Herodian extending over a period of twenty- 
four years. Sec Lord Mahon’s ‘Hist, of England,’ v. p, 116. 


Lrttkb 113 . 

Queen’s House, Feb. 7th, 1772. 

23 min. pt. 1 1 a.m. 

Lord North, — I am sorry to acquaint you that my 
mother is grown so much worse, that I caniiot appear 
at Court this day; whenever this tragical scene is 
ended, I shall give you notice of it, that I may not from 
any personal afflictions put the least delay to public 
business. 


Letter 114 . 

Queen’s House, Feb. 8th, 1 772. 

5 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord North, — What I yesterday expected has hap- 
pened. My mother is no more. I desire you will call 
here about one. 


“ This morning, 8th February, between five and six, H.R. High- 
“ ness the Princess Dowager of Wales departed this life. The night 
“ before her physician felt her pulse, and told her it was more 
“ regular than it had been for some time ; her Highness answered, 
“ ‘ Yes, and I think I shall have a good night.’ She then embraced 
“ the King, and he observed nothing particular in her, except that 
“ she embraced him with greater warmth and affection than usual. 
“ He afterwards retired to an antechamber with the physician, who 
“ told him that her Highness would not outlive the morning, which 
determined His Majesty to stay there at Carleton House all 
night. He did not see her again until she was dead. He was 
“ then informed, and he came and took her by the hand, kissed it, 
“ and burst into 1 ears.” ‘Ann. Register,’ vol.%v. p. 72. 
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• Lettku 115 . 

Queen’s House, Feb. 23rd, 1772. 

20 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lore North, — The account I have just received 
from you of the very handsome ^majority this day gives 
me infinite satisfaction. I owne [sic] myself a sincere 
friend to our Constitution, both Ecclesiastical and Civil, 
and as such a great enemy to any inovations, [sic] for, 
in this mixed Government, it is highly necessary to 
avoid novelties. We know that all wise nations have 
stuck scrupulously to their antient customs. Why are 
we, therefore, in opposition to them, to seem to have no 
other 9bject but to be altering every rule our ancestors 
have left us ? Indeed, this arises from a general dis- 
inclination to every restraint ; and, I am sorry to say, 
the present Presbyterians seem so much more re- 
sembling Socinians than Christians that, I think, the 
test was never so necessary as at jirosent for obliging 
^hem to prove themselves Christians. I think Mr. C. 
Fox would have acted more becomingly towards you 
and himself if he had absented himscrf from the House, 
for his conduct cannot bo attributed to conscience, but 
to his aversion to all restraints.® • 


• Lord Brougham, in his sketch of Sir 
William Grant, * Statesmen,’ &c., p. 230, 
ed. 1858, furnishes an appropriate com- 
mentary on the s^ntiments expressed 
by the King in this letter : — “ He,” 
Sir. William Grant, ** was the slave of 
his own prejudices to such an extent 

** that he could see only tne perils of 
** revolution in any reformation of our 
“ institutions ; and never conceived it 
** possible that the monarchy could be 
“ safe, or that anarchy could be warded 
** off, unless all things were maintained 
** upon the same footing on which they 
stood in early unenlightened and in- 
“ experienced ages of the world. The 
** signal blunder, which B^on long ago 
“ exposed, of eonfoundiif the youth 


** with the ago of the species, w»as never 
I ** committed more glaringly than by 
i ** this great reasoner. He it was who 
i “ first, with Mr. Canning, employed the 
' • well-known phrase of ‘ the wisdom of 
” our ancestors strange force of 
“ early prejudice; of prejudice suffered 
** to warp the intellect while yet feeble 
“ and uninformed, and which owed its 
“ origin to the very error that it em- 
** bodied in its conclusions — the making 
“ the errors of mankind in their igno- 
“ rant and inexperienced state the guide 
“ of their conduct at their mature age, 
** and appealing to those errors as the 
” wisdom of past times, when they were 
“ the unripe fruit of imperfect Intel - 
“ lectual culture.” 
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Tlie petition presented by Sir William Meredith, on the 6th of 
February, for relief from subscription to the XXXTX Articles, 
and the notice of Mr. Montagu’s motion for a bill to repeal the 
observance of the 30th of January, “seemed,” says Lord Mahon, 
V., p. 303, “ to the Trotostant Dissenters opportune for urging 
“ their pretensions. Several expressions in their favour had been 
“ heard to fall in the course of these debates from the midst of the 
“ Ministerial ranks. A meeting of the princijDal pastors resident 
“ in London, and belonging to the various Nonconformist congrega- 
“ tions, was thereupon convened ; and it was resolved to unite their 
“ efforts towards one common end. Their first step was to seek 
‘♦to dispense with the obligation imposed by the Toleration Act 
“ of William, though not enforced, of subscribing certain of the 
“ Articles ; their final object was, no doubt, a repeal of the Test 
“ Act. With their sanction and support, a bill for the first step was 
“ proposed by Sir Henry Hoghton, as a leading gentleman in the 
“ county of Lancaster, and seconded by Sir George Savile, as a 

“ leading gentleman in the county of York Among the 

“ Ministers and Ministerial supporters the prevailing wish was to 
“ comply with the request of the Dissenters, “ and to unite with them 
“ so far as possible in a Protestant league against the Koman 
“ Catholics. With this feeling the bill passed the House of Com- 
“ mons speedily, and with only a slight and insignificant minority 
“ against it.” — [Minority of 9, teller Sir Borjer NewdigeUe^ against a 
majority of 70. — ‘Pari. Hist.,’ xvii. p. 440, April 14.]~>“In the 
“ Lords it was supported by the high authority of Camden, of Shel- 
“ burno, of Chatham, and even of Mansfield. But some of the prin- 
“ cipal prelates, Drummond Archbishop of York, I’errick of Lon- 
“ don, Lowth of Oxford, Hinchcliffo of Peterborough, and Barrington 
“ of Landaff,'' opposed it with much warmth, as did also Lord Bruce 
“ and Lord Gower; and oh a division (May 19) was rejected by 
“ a large preponderance, if not of arguments, yet certainly of num- 
“ bers.” — See ‘Chatham Correspond.,’ iv. pp. 199, 204, 210, 217, 
219. 


* The Duke of Grafton was among 
the strenuous advocates for religious 
liberty. Lord Shelburne intimates to 
Lord Chatham, April 13, that “ The 
** Ministry have changed their resolu- 
“ tion backwards and forwards about 
the application of the Dissenters. The 
** last 1 heard of was to let it pass the 
** Commons, and let the Bishops stop 
“ it in our House.” Comp. Chatham 
CoiTespond., ib. p. 218. Lord Shel- 
burne, Feb. 27, 1774, describes to I.ord 
Chatham the usual demeanour of the 


Bishops during debates : — “ Waking, as 

your Lordship knows they do, just 
“ before they vote, and staring on 
** finding something the matter.” It 
cannot, however, be imagined that they 
even dozed during the debates on “ the 
** Bill for the Relief of Protestant Dis- 
“ senters.” 

** The Bishop of Bristol, Newton, 
intefuded to make the speech which is 
printed in his Collected Works, vol. i. 
pp. 254-GO^ 



1772.] 


LETTERS TO LORD NORTH. 


91 


Letter 116. 

♦Queen's House, Feb. 26tli, 1772. 

3 min. pt. 11 p.in. 

Lord North, — 1 cannot say that the management of 
the debate in the House of Lords this day has edified 
me. 1 hope there will be a meeting to-morrow to settle 
the mode of proceeding on Friday. I do expect every 
nerve he strained to carry the Bill through both Houses 
with a becoming firmness, for it is not a question that 
immediately relates to Administration, but personally to 
myself; therefore I have a right to expect a hearty 
support from every one in my service, and shall 
^remember defaulters. 


The Koyal Marriage Bill was read a second time. It was moved 
and carried by a majority of 58 (93—35), “ That tho said Bill bo 
“ committed to a committee of the whole TTonso on Friday next.” 
Tho division was a good one ; but tho question being a personal one, 
His Majesty was rather unreasonable. 


Letter 117. 

Queen’s House, Feb. 27tb, 1772. 

53 min pt. 5 p.ixi. 

Lord North, — I am glad you have rejected Sir 
George Saville’s motion with so little trouble. I have 
seen Lord Denbigh, who tells me that the Country 
Gontlemen were at first hurt they were not supported 
in, defending Dr. Noel, but that now they are appeased. 
You ought to consider of the best mode of rejecting 
Mr. Fred. Montague’s proposition of no longer keeping 
the 3j0th of January. 

Your having seen Ld. Mansfield will, I hope, enable 
you to ‘give good advice to the Lords this evening for 
the management* of to-morrow’s debate ; and whatever 
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is agreed upon will, I hope, be decisive, for altering 
the mode of proceeding when in the House never 
answers. I hope I shall, either from you or one of the 
Secretaries, receive a line concerning what passes even 
to-night, for you may guess how much I am anxious to 
see this measure well carried through. 


Sir George Savile, after obsei-ving that “ this was an annual protest 
“ on his part against tho illegality and injustice of this House with 
“ regard to the decision of the Middlesex election,” moved, “ That 
“ leave bo given to bring in a bill for more effectually securing the 
“ rights of the electors of Great Britain, with respect to the eligi- 
“ bility of persons to serve in Parliament.” 'I'he motion was lost 
by 46 (181 — 135). — ‘Pari. Hist.,’ xvii. p. 318. 

LordrDenhigh became a Privy Councillor in 1760, and was now a 
Lord of the Bedchaipber. 

The Country Gentlemen, — On the 30th of January the Rev. Dr. 
Nowell, Principal of St. Mary^s Hall, Oxford, preached before the 
House of Commons at Saint Margaret’s, Westminster, the customary 
sermon on tho Martyrdom of Charles I., and, on the ifollo wing day, 
it was ordered that the thanks of the House be given to that divine, 
and that he be desired to print his sermon. 

Apparently tho Doctor “ cecinit surdis somnove gravatis'* “ As 
“ usual,” says I.ord Mahon, v., p. 302, “ tho discourse was but thinly 
“ attended; only the Speaker and four other members being present, 

“ and these, perhaps, not very attentive. Motions of thanks and for 
“ printing tho sermon were afterwards carried without notice or 
“ remark ; but, when the sermon came to be transmitted to tho 
“ members in its printed form, it was found to convoy most high- 
“ flowm doctrines from the school of Filmer and Sachoverell, inoul- 
“ eating passive obedience, and repugnant to the principles of the 
“ Revolution of 1688. Mr. Thomas Townshond, at that time a 
“ speaker of some note, and afterwards a minister with the title 
“ of Lord Sydney, was tho first to sound the alarm. He moved 
“ (Februaiy 21) that Dr. Nowell’s sermon should be burned by the 
“ hands of the common hangman ; and his motion might perhaps 
“ have boon carried had not the House remembered just in time 
“ their own former vote of thanks. Their former vote, combined 
“ with their more recent indignation, made tho situation of the 
“ House a little embarrassing, not to say ridiculous. Several acri- 
“ monious discussions ensued. At Icngih it was agreed,” after a 
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motion by Mr. Boyle W alsingham on the 25th of February (‘ Pari. 
Hist.,’ xvii. p. 313), “That the said entry bo expunged from the 
“ votes of this House.” — See Gibbon’s Letter to ITolroyd, Feb. 21, 
1772 ; ‘Miscellaneous Works,’ i. p. 450. “Nowell’s bookseller,” 
says *tho historian, “ is very much obliged to the Eight Hon. Tommy 
“ Townshend.” Passjiges from this thanked and thankless sermon 
may be read in ‘Pari. Hist.,’ xvii. p. 312. Of the sentences cited 
by the Parliamentary chronicler the last seems somewhat equi- 
vocal, since it apparently deprecates for George III. the fate of 
Charles I. Mr. Mjissey (ii. p. 117) has some excellent remarks 
“on this excellent fooling.” — Comp. Hughes’s ‘Hist, of England, 
Geo. III.,’ vol. ii. p.*61. 


Letter 118 . 

Queen’s House, March 2nfl, 1772. 

Lord North,— There is a great difficulty, if not 
impossibility, of enfranchising the copyholds at Rich*- 
mond. Tha application of Lady Fitzwilliams for a 
special Act to render her land a freehold has given rise 
•to an idea of applying to Paidiament for empowering 
the Queen, as Lady of the Manour during life, to en- 
franchise such of the copyhold tenants as she may think 
proper; the true reason is, that there are some pur- 
chases that may in time be agreeable to me, which I 
could obtain on easier terms if that boon on such occa- 
sions could be granted. I have ordered Mr. Sayer to 
wait upon you and state it more fully, that, if you see 
no objection to it, a Bill may be prepared for that pur- 
pose. As it is an ease to the subject, it cannot, I should 
think, meet with difficulty. 

Eicfamond Old Park and Somerset House were settled on the 
Queen at her marriage. See note to Letter 1. 
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Lkttp:r 119. 

* Queen’s House, March 2nd, 1772. 

15 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — 1 am glad to find Mr, Montague’s 
motion has been rejected, as it will keep many worthy 
men in good humour ; besides, the abolition of the day 
would not he very delicate. 


Mr. Montagu moved, March 2, that “ leave be given to bring in 
“ a Bill to repeal so much of the* Act of Charles II., ch. hO, as 
“ directs that every 30th day of January shall be for ever kept and 
“ observed in all His Majesty’s dominions as a day of fasting and 
“ humiliation.” The majority against the motion was 28 (126—97). 
According to the * Annual Eegister,* it met with a very cool reception 
(vol. XV. p. 81), and this monstrous and almost blasphemous service 
kept its place in the Book of Common Prayer for nearly another 
century. By the words “ very delicate” the King may allude to Ae 
fact that two lineal descendants of “ Charles the Martyr” were living 
— the Pretender and the Cardinal of York. Boswell “ mentioned ” to 
Johnson “the motion to /ibolish the fast of the SO® of January. | 
“ Johnson : Why, Sir, I could have wished that it had been a 
“ temporary Act, perhaps to have expired with the centuty. I am 
“ against abolishing it, because that would be declaring it was 
“ wrong to establish it ; but I should have no objection to make an 
“ Act continuing it for another century and then letting it expire.” 
Boswell’s ‘Johnson,’ p. 229, 1-vol. ed. Mr. Montagu’s motion arose 
out of the debate mentioned in Ijctter 115. 


Letter 120. 

Queen's House, March 6th, 1772. 
30. min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am desirous of seeing you at St. 
James’s this day, having seen Lord Mansfield last night, 
and being desirous of putting the Letters of Adminis- 
tration into forwardness. 
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The rrincess D(>wagor of Wales liad died without making a will. 
“His Majesty, before lie quitted Carleton I louse on Saturday, was 
“ pleased to order that .all her servants should continue to receive 
“ their usual salaries until he shall provide for them.” (‘ Ann. 
Register,' vol. xv. p. 72.) 


Letter 121. 

Queen’s House, March 10th, 1772. 

8 o’clock a.m. 

Lord North, — Nothing can be more pleasant than 
your account of the long debate ; I am desirous of 
knowing more of it, and therefore wish you would call 
here at any time that suits you best this evening. 


On the 4th of March the Bill for the better regulating the future 
iMarriages of the Royal Family was brought down from the Lords. 
“ The long debate ” was on the 9th of March, but the final division, 
after %ther del^^tes as long, was not until the 24th of that month, 
Iwhen on the third division it was passed by a majority of 53 (168 — 
115), and Lord North was ordered to carry it to the Lords for their 
concurrence to the amendment. (‘ Pari. Hist.,’ vol. xvii. pp. 384- 
.424.) 


Letter 122. 

Queen’s House, March 12th, 1772. 

37 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — The turn of yesterday’s debate is 
most favourable, as Opposition, or at least the greatest 
part of it, have been forced to change its ground and 
admit that there ought to be some regulations made 
with respect to the marriages of the Eoyal Family. Tt 
is a known maxim in all military operations that when 
the enetny change positions that is the right moment 
to push them with vigour :^the rule I look upon as not 
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less good iij. Parliamentary opperations [sic] : therefore 
a continuation of the zeal and activity you have shewn 
in this Bill will carry it through with great eclat. 


The debate lasted till near twelve o’clock, when, question being 
put that the Speaker do now leave the Chair, the Ayes carried it 
by 236 (300 — 64), and the House resolved itself into Committee. 
(‘Pari. Hist.,’ vol. xvii. pp. 409-19.) 


Letter 123. 

** Queen’s House, March 12th, 1772. 

48 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord Noiwh’s attention jn correcting the impression 
I had that Colonel Burgoyne and Lieut.-Colonel Harcourt 
were absent yesterday is very handsome to those gentle- 
men, for I certainly should have thought myself obliged 
to have named a new Governor in the room of the former, 
and to have removed the other from my Bedchamber. 


Colonel Burgoyne was appointed Governor of Fort William in 
North Britain, in the room of Lieut.-General William Kingsley, do- 
coased. (‘London Gazette,* December 5, 1769.) 


Letter 124. 

** Queen’s House, March ! 4th, 1772. 

2 min. pt. 8 a.m.'^ 

Lord ‘North, — I think you ’ have advanced farther 
in the Committee than I expected. The last division 
was nearer than some persons will have expected, 
though not more than I thought. I hope every engine 
will be employed to get those friends that staid away 
last night to come and support on Monday. If a good 
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countenance is kept, I doubt not but you will find youi- 
divisions encrease. I wish a list could be prepared of 
those that went away and of those that deserted to the 
minority ; that would he a rule for my conduct in the 
Drawing-room to-morrow. I wish you could bring 
the list a little before three. 


The House went into Committee on the Royal Marriage Bill, Mr. 
VVelbore Ellis in the Chair. On division majority in favour of 
Ministers was 36 (200—164). 


Lktter 125 . 

Queen's House, March 1 7th, 1772. 

22 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — Your account of the good majority of 
yesterday gives me much satisfaction, and is a great 
proof of the activity you have shown in collecting 
persons together. I trust those you employ will not 
be less vigilant to get them to attend to-morrow, when 
the Committee will certainly be closed. I desire you 
will call here about two, that I may hear more on the 
subject. 

The debate continued till two o’clock in the morning. The 
division on Mr. Dowdeswell’s motion to leave out the words “ de- 
“ scendants of George II.,” in order to insert other words, viz., 
“ child, grandchild, and presumptive heir of George II.,” was lost 
by 62 (222—160). 


Letter 126 . 

Queen's House, March 17th, 1772. 

55 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord North, — As two o’clock is not convenient to 
you, a little before three will do just as well. I have 
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dedicated this unpleasant morning to going through 
the whole of the Danish Correspondence, which by the 
messenger’s dispatches seem to he drawing to a con- 
clusion. Great rancour and an inclination to blacken 
the affair as much as possible is not wanting ; there- 
fore the decision must be now finally taken. 


“ The Danish Correspondence ” consisted probably of the de- 
spatches of Colonel (soon afterwards Sir Eobert Murray) Keith, at 
that time the British Minister at Copenhagen. “ His despatches,"' 
says Lord Mahon— v. p. 308, note — “ on this delicate transaction, 
** are missing from the series at the State Paper Office.” The story 
of the unhappy Caroline Matilda has recently been retold by the 
late Sir Lascelles Wraxall, in 3 vols. 8vo. 1864. 


Letter 127 . 

Queen’s House, March 18th, 1772. 

12 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — The very good divisions you had on 
the last debate, and the Committee having proceeded 
almost to the end of the last clause but one, makes it 
evident the Committee will be finally closed to-mOrrow, 
and I hope not very late. I look on your abilities and 
the zeal you have shown in conducting this Bill through 
the different stages as the means that have brought it 
thus, and that will crown it with success. Mr. Dowdes- 
well’s' clause of incapacitating any one of the family 
marrying without consent is infinitely more subject to 
dangerous consequences than any that Opposition can, 
with[out] begging the question, falsely pretend may at 
the remotest period be occasioned by any part of the Bill. 

Divisions on amendments in Committee were — (1) 86 (188 — 102) ; 
(2) 57 (197 — 140). — ‘Pari. Hist.,' vol. xvii. p. 421. 
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Letter 128 . 

Queen's House, March 2l8t, 1772. 

46 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North,— I am much pleased at finding the 
Boyal Marriage Bill has got through the Committee 
this morning with, such handsome majorities. I do not 
doubt but a continuation of the zeal you have shown on 
this occasion will carry handsome majorities on the 
Report and on Mr. Fuller’s provisoe, for two days’ 
respite is allways more favourable to Administration 
than to Opposition. 

Majorities (1) 87 (197 — 110) against the words “ contract of mar- 
‘ riage again (2) 83 (195 — 112) against the whole clause. 


Letter 129 . 

Queen's House, March 23rd, 1772. 

25 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — Though the majority was smaller 
than I should have expected this day, yet the division 
coming on so early in the day very naturally accounts 
for it ; I hope the friends of the Bill will therefore 
attend in time to-morrow, that the majority may be 
greater at the third reading; but as you have got 
through the Report without borrowing part of the 
night, I am amply repaid any disappointment, as it 
has less fatigued you. 


“ Rose Fuller moved to insert a clause that ‘ the Act should con- 
“ tinue in force for and during the reign of his present Majesty, 
“ and no longer but after a short debate, the question was put— 
“ ‘ That this clause be made part of the Bill,’ when* the House 
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“dividing, there appeared — Ayes, 132; Noes, 150: so that the 
“ clause was rejected by a majority of only 18.” (* Pari. Hist.’ xvii. 
p. 423.) 

The House broke up at nine o’clock, having got through the 
Beport of the Amendments in Committee. The clause might very 
possibly have been carried, had not several of the minority beeh 
looked out at the time of the division. 


Letter 130 . 

Queen’s House, March 30th, 1772. 

5 o’clock p.m. 

Lord North, — The enclosed packet contains the keys 
of the scrutores at Carlton House, and of a press with 
glass doors in the Tapestry Room at Kew that contains 
the keys to all my late mother’s scrutores in that house. 
I desire you will direct Mr. Martin “ to go and open 
them, and any papers that are in either house to seal 
them up and transmit them to me, I shall this very 
evening examine if I have any schedule of the furniture 
taken at the death of my late father, though I rather ’ 
expect not to meet with it, as I have already glanced 
them over. I desire no time may be lost with regard 
to Kew, as I wish to begin to put things there into 
order. 


Gibbon to Holroyd, February 13, says that, — 

“ Her fevourite” (the late Princess’s), “ the Princew of B , 

“ very properly insisted on the Kite’s immediately teSling up all 
“ the papers to secure her from the idle reports which would be So 
“ readily swallowed by the great English mdnster.” 

“ The Princess of B " I suppose to have been Lady Bute. In 

the * Pictorial History of England,’ vol. i. p. 128, the reading is the 
Prince of B [ute], a convenient, but not a certain emendation. See 
‘ Bishop Newton’s Life,’ p. 130, for the Princess’s disregard of “idle 


• Samuel Martin, Secretary of the Treasury, and in the. service of the late 
Princess-Dowager. 
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“ reports.” Wilkes, when charged with his &lse imputations against 
her, almost employs Gibbon’s words ; — “ No matter,” he said, “ it 
“ will do very well for a North Briton ; the people will swallow 
“ anything.” 


Letter 131 . • 

*Queen*a House, April 2nd, 1772. 

Lord North, — ^As I understand the Petition of the 
Dissenters is to be presented to-morrow, I take this 
method of acquainting you that I think you ought not 
to press those gentlemen who are brought on that in- 
terest into Parliament to oppose this measure, as thus 
you [may ?] be driving theln out of those^ seats on a new 
Parliament ; but I think you ought to oppose it per- 
sonally through every stage, which will gain you the 
applause of the Established Church and every real friend 
of the Constitution. If you should be beat, it will be in 
doing your duty, and the House of Lords will prevent 
any evil ; indeed it is the duty of Ministers as much as 
possible to prevent any alterations in so essential a part 
of the Constitution as everything that relates to religion, 
and there is no shadow for this Petition, as the Crown 
regularly grants a noli prosequi if any over-nice Justice 
of Peace encourages prosecutions. 


The csourse of the debate on Subscription to the Thirty-Nine 
Articles, Fobmary 0, 1772, encouraged Jhe Protestant Dissenters to 
urge their claims to relaxation of the restrictions on them. On the 
3rd of April a Bill was introduced by Sir Henry Hoghton and 
seconded by Sir Gfeorge Savile, that “ leave be given to bring in a 
“ Bill for the further relief of his Majesty’s Protestant subjects 
“ dissenting from the Church of England.” After a short but very 
warm debate, the Bill was carried in the Commons by a majority of 
61 (70 — 9). See note to Letter 115. 

“ Lord Gower told the Earl of Shelburne of the intention of 
“ Government in the House of Lords to oppose the Bill and support 
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“ the Bishops. It was given out that the King has declared himself 
“ much against the Bill,” Only a sketch of the debate in the Lords, 
taken from the newspapers of the day, has been preserved, — ‘ Chatham 
Correspond.* iv. p. 218. 


■ Letter 132 . 

Queen’s House, May 2nd, 1772. 

5 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — am much pleased that Opposition 
took so absurd a part as to object to the very honorable 
proposition you made yesterday ; it shows their igno- 
rance of finances, and that they have no other object but 
to find fault with whatever ^is proposed. I am certain 
this measure will do you the greatest credit, and will 
show that the person I have thought most able to fill 
the employment of Chancellor of the Exchequer fully 
answers the opinion I have of him. 


Debate on the Budget. ‘ Pari. Hist.* vol. xvii. pp. 485-504, Lord 
North’s proposal found favour with money-changers. “ The books 
“ were opened on Monday morning at the Bank at eleven o’clock! 
“ The whole was subscribed before one. The crowd was so gi-eat 
“ that many people were obliged to mount up a ladder to get into 
“ the room.” 

It was during the debate on the Budget of 1772 that Mr. Burke 
made his celebrated hull. He said,' — 

“ The Minister comes down in state, attended hy his creatures of 
“ all denominations — clean and unclean. With such, however, as 
“ they are, he comes down, opens his budget, and edifies us all with 
“ his speech. What is the consequence? One half of the House 
“goes away, A gentleman on the opposite side gets up and 
“ harangues on ^ the stato of the nation ; and in order to keep 
“ matters oven, another half retires at the close of his speech. A 

** third gentleman follows their example, and rids the House of 
“ another half ** — (a loud laugh through the House). “ Sir,” said he, 
“ I take the blunder to myself, and express my satisfaction at 
“ having said anything that can put the House in good humour.” — 
Prior’s ‘ Life of Burke,’ p. 133, 5th ed. 
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Letter 133 . 

Queen’s House, May 8th, 1772. 

55 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — I have just received the keys which 
Mr. Martin has returned to you. Lord Rochford told 
me that you have perfectly satisfied his mind as to 
Mr. Fountayne. I desire you will finish the alFair of 
the Glamorgan Shire Lieutenancy, for the great delay 
that has arisen undoubtedly much lessens the favour. 
I find Lord Hardwicke is to come and recommend his 
brother, the Dean of Lincoln, for a Bishoprick ; I shall 
certainly explain it cannot be the first given to Cam- 
bridge, for Dr. Hurd will undoubtedly meet with general 
approbation. He means also to press that Lord Bread- 
albane be restored to a seat in the House of Lords on 
explaining his resolution to support Administration. 
This is worthy of consideration ; but must require much 
explanation. 

The Dean of Lincoln was the Hon. James Yorke. lie was made 
Bishop of St. David’s in 1774, and translated to Qloucester in 1779, 
and finally to Ely in 1781. Dr. Ilurd became Bishop of Lichfield, 
1774. 


Letter 134 . 

* Kew, Juno IHU, 1772. 10 miu. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — My not receiving the Duke of Cum- 
berland being a matter publickly known, it would be 
absurd in the Bishop of Salisbury to summon him. As 
to General Paoli’s desire of seeing me, you need not 
be supposed to have named the request to me till next 
Wednesday ; then I shall hear what has passed, and can 
with greater propriety fix the. time for seeing him. 
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The Duke of Gloucester, as well as the Duke of Cumberland, was 
forbidden the Court ; and so lasting was the royal displeasure, that 
for ten years neither of the offending brothers was received by King 
or Queen. ITie summons was for a “ Chapter of the Garter,” of 
which order the Bishop of Salisbury was ChanceUor. 


Letter 135 . • 

. ♦Kew, July 6th, 1772. 25 min. pt. 3 p.m. 

Lord North, — The advice given by you this morn- 
ing to Mr. Eden was perfectly agreable to the contents 
of Mr. de Vergenne’s letter, but it certainly alluded to 
the plan formed in April ; for the enclosed dispatch of 
a later date proves that the scheme of changing the 
constitution of Sweden is to bo attempted in the course 
of this month, agreable to the dispatch I communi- 
cated to Lord Rochford on Friday, which caused the 
transmitting that account by that night’s packet to 
Sir John Goodricke. You will send the enclosed dis- 
patch, when you have perused it, to Mr. Eden. 


M. de Vergennes was the French Ambassador at Stockholm. 

“ The Senate (of Sweden), on the death of Charles the Twelfth, 
“ had usurped, and over since had held fast, by for the larger 
“ portion of the KoyaJ prerogatives. These prerogatives Gustavus 
“ the Third, a young and ambitious monarch, who had recently 
“ ascended the throne, was eager to resume. Considering how much 
“ the Swedish oligarchy had abused its f>ower, the Object might be 
“ free from blame, but in pursuing it the King did not shrink from 
false professions and violated oaths. After some cautious delays he 
“ succeeded, by fomenting^n insurrection in Scania and a military 
“ movement at Stockholm. He had also been assisted by a subsidy 
“ from the Court of Versailles, which hoped to resume its ancient 
“influence in Sweden.” (Lord Mahon, vol. v. p. 312.) “This 
“ revolution took place in the month of August in this year. It 
“ began on the 12th, and was completed on the 21st.” (Note by 
Lord Brougham.) 
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“ The affair of Sweden makes considerable noise here — Paris — 
“ at present; and I believe is fitr from being disagreeable to a great 
“ many.” — Mr. Jardine to Baron Mure, ‘ Caldwell Papers,’ ii. pt. 2, 
p. 310. . 


Lett E It 136 . 

♦ Kew, August Ist, 1772. 

Lord North, — The dispatches that arrived last night 
from France are of so serious a nature that I am un- 
willing to he silent on the subject untill Wednesday ; I 
therefore mean by this method to convey my thoughts 
unto you, which will enable you to revolve it in your 
mind, and to suggest what has occurred to you when we 
meet next. Were the members of the French Ministry 
well settled in theit employments, and their King well 
instructed and able to weigh the consequences of the 
steps he may take, the language of intending to con- 
tinue the quai begun the last year at Dunkirk would 
convince me that there was a hidden desire to enter 
into a war ; but when I consider how very unsettled 
everything is in France, and more so the character of 
the monarch, I am convinced that they do not foresee 
the danger they are r unnin g of drawing themselves into 
discussions with us, which if not conducted with the 
greatest temper may draw both nations into that which 
they ought assiduously to avoid. I am glad to see that 
Lord Stormolnt views it in this light also. Lord Roch- 
ford ^ whose zeal naakes him rather in a hurry), by a 
note I received vdth the dispatches, wanted to write him 
an answer with strength to oppose the steps* that are 
proposed to be taken. I wrote him in answer that with 
[what] the Lord Stormont represents to be a principal 
feature in the character of the King, too miich fire might 
bring things to' what no honest man can wish; that 
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therefore I thought the affair too delicate to give any 
directions untill I had received the opinion of such 
Ministers as shall be in town this week. I do not mean 
that I am inclined to yield, but I am as averse to make 
a point of honour of such a trifle as the Quai of Dun- 
kirk. I would order Lord Stormont, with temper, polite- 
ness, and candour, to prove that what is proposed is 
contrary to the strict letter of treaties ; but I would at 
the same time consider whether he might not grant a 
part, if not very material, to put an end to this tiresome 
correspondence. Lord Stormont’s private letter to Lord 
Eochford seems to state a mode of doing it. You may 
think me prolix, but it is from not desiring that the 
heat of a boy may throw me so much off my guard as 
to draw this country into another addition of 50 millions 
to the National Debt; we must get the Colonies into 
order before we engage with our neighbours. 


VisooTint Stormont, afterwards the Earl of Mansfield, was English 
Ambassador Extraordinary at I’aris at this time : Lord Eochford 
was Secretary of State for the Southern Department. 

The demolition of the fortifications of Dunkirk was an old but 
never-performed promise of France, included in the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and repeated among the preliminaries of the Peace of Paris 
in November, 1762. 

The boy I suppose to bo the Duo d^Aiguillon, Madame du Barry’s 
First Minister of Franco. 


Letter 137. 


♦Kew, Aug. 9th, 1772. 

Lord North, — ^Having received with the mail that 
arrived yesterday the Letter of Attorney signed by the 
Queen of Denmark, I take this method of I'eturning it 
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to you. I also transmit a sketch of such alterations in 
carrying on the American affairs as I think essential, as 
they will prevent future jarrings of departments. You 
will see by it that patronage and every emolument re- 
mains as amply to the American Secretary as whilst 
those Seals were possessed by Lord Hillsborough. I am 
certain the good sense and candour of Lord Dartmouth 
will see that I have no other object but to prevent 
any uneasiness that might arise in futurity. I have 
.therefore also looked forward to a time of war. The 
interior police, the trade and improvement of America, 
are the points that required being taken out of the per- 
plexed mode of a joint interference of the Southern 
Secretary and the Board of Trade, and gave rise to that 
department which cannot be in more proper hands than 
those of Lord Dartmouth. 

“ Tho Earl of Hillsborough resigned his office of Secretary of State 

for the American Department, together with his seat at the Board 
“ of Trade, both of which were bestowed on the Earl of Dartmouth, 

“ who upon this occasion quitted his old friends in Opposition. Lord 
“ Hillsborough’s resignation was not however the effect of any 
“ difference with the Court, that nobleman having quitted his places 
“ in great good humour, and being immediately afterwards pro- 
“ moted to an English earldom. But as those measures, which had 
“ caused the greatest dislike and uneasiness in the colonies, had 
“ originated in Lord Hillsborough’s Administration, this change 
“ was by many considered as conciliatory with respect to America.”* 

There were other changes a little later which relate to persons 
mentioned in the letters for 1 772. They had no effect on the general 
system of government, which had become exti*emely loyal. “ Tho 
“ Earl of Harcourt succeeded Lord Townshend in ihe government 
“ of Ireland, and the latter was appoh^ted Master-General of the 
“ Ordnance. The death of the Earl of Albemarle, October 13, 

“ afforded an opportunity for promoting General Conway to the govem- 
“ ment of the island of Jersey ; and Sir Jeffrey AaJiertly who succeeded 

• For au interview, 1770, between I see Parton’s ‘ Life of Franklin,* vol. i. 
the Earl of Hillsborough and Franklin, i p. 502-5. 
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“ him in the Ordnance, was soon afterwards called to the Privy 
“ Conncil. Lord Stormord was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary 
“ at the Court of Versailles, in the room of the Earl of Harcourt, 
“ and Mr. Charles Fox a Lord of the Treasury in the room of Mr. 
“ Jenkinson, who had become joint Vico-Trcasurcr of Ireland. 
‘ Ann. Register,’ 1773, vol. xvi. p. 63. 


Letter 138 . 

Kew, Aug. 22nd, 1772. 

Loud North, — Having received your letter recom- 
mending Doctor Vivian, at the request of Lord Suffolk, 
to succeed Doctor Kelly, Regius Professor of Physick at 
Oxford, I empower you to direct a warrant to be pre- 
pared in his favour. I am thoroughly resolved that 
these employments at both universities shall be faith- 
fully administered, not held as sinecures ; therefore the 
gentleman must be acquainted that he will be required 
to read such a number of lectures as the Heads of 
Houses may think necessary. 

Intake this opportunity of enclosing to you a list of 
the servants that I find absolutely necessary to place 
about my third and fourth sons ;* now I put two pre- 
ceptors to attend them. I have very carefully brought 
the expense as low as the nature of Ihe thing would 
admit. 


• 

350 

IRev. Mr. Hooke 300 

Pages of tbe Back fMannorlay,'ieach, salary 80/. 1 
Stairs \ Miller, /for mourning, 20/. j ** 


Housekeeper ■ 50 

For keeping three housemaids, each 20/. 60 

Porter 30 

Watchman 25 

Writing master 100 


£1115 

Very minute economy.” Lord Brougham, ‘ Sketches,’ p. 81. 


* The Duke of Clarence and the Duke of Kent. 
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Letter 139 . 

* Kew, Aug. 24th, 1772. 10 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

Lord North, — The establishment for my third and 
fourth sons ought to commence from Midsummer, as 
those put about them have been from about that time 
waiting till the house on Kew Green could be put into 
order. Intake it the establishment of my elder sons is 
paid to Lord Holdernesse ; this will therefore also be 
the same. The death of Calcraft will, I trust, bring 
the borough of Rochester into its ancient hands. I 
hepe you and your family will enjoy every kind of 
comfort during the stay in Oxfordshire and in Somerset- 
shire. If anything should occurr during your absence 
you may depend on hearing from me. 


The Earl of Holdernesse was governor to the Prince of Wales, 
and Dr. Markham, then Bishop of Chester and afterwards Arch- 
bishop of York,*and Cyril Jackson, afterwards thg celebrated Dean 
of Christ Church, were respectively preceptor and sub-preceptor. 
See ‘ Chatham Correspond.’ vol. iv. p. 160. 

Mr. Calcraft died on the 23rd of August in this year. ‘ Chatham 
Correspond.’ vol. iv. p. 214-225. He was possessed of considerable 
property, but no legitimate children. See ‘ Ann. Reg.’ xv. p. 123, and 
the ‘ Memoirs of George Ann Bellamy.’ 

The ‘Annual Raster,’ vol. xv. p. 82, throws light on the 
“ ancient hands in the borough of Rochester.” “ At a general 
“ meeting of the free citizens of Rochester at their town-hall it was 
“ unanimously agreed to transmit instructions to their representatives 
“ to support the motion (Alderman Sawbridgo’s) for shortening the 
“ duration of Parliaments. To these instructions Mr, Calcraft re- 
“ turned, that he received them with very particular satisfaction, 

“ and hoped to merit the future good opinion of his constituents, 

“ whose commands he should be ever ready to obey. Vice-Admiral 
“ Pye^ on the other hand, writes that, many of his electors being of 
“ a different opinion, he thought it right to act in this business as it 
“ seemed to him to be most for the public good.” 

Compare Letter 83. 
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See note to Letter 143. 


Letter 141. 

Kew, Oct. 3rd, 1772. 69 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — I trust by your account of this day’s 
poll that there can be no doubt that it will end favour- 
ably ; the mob being less quiet this day is a proof 
that to riot, net numbers, the patriots alone can draw* 
advantage. 

That there is an almost certainty of the Chancellor- 
ship of Oxford having been conferred this day unani- 
mously gives me great pleasure, as the choise [sic] is a 
compliment to me and a credit to thaJt antient seat of 
learning. 


Letter 142. 

Kew, Oct. 5th, 1772. 46 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — The unpromising appearance of this 
day’s poll does not in the least surprise me, knowing 
that Wilkes is not bound by any tyes, therefore would 
poll non-freemen rather than lose the election ; if he is 
not one of the two returned, he is lost for ever ; but if 
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he obtains that, though he may still lose tliat by a 
scnitiny, it will enable him ’to sbind again the next 
year. 

I sincerely congratulate you on the very handsome 
manner with which the University of Oxford has com 
ferred on you the Chancellorship. I am certain this 
will stimulate you to recommend on vacancies none but 
men of character and abilities for the jRegius Profeseojy 
ships ; and I can assure you that 1 expect all thoaa 
I appoint to perform such duties as tiba 
Houses shall require of them. 


Lord Korth was chosen Chancellor of the Univermty of Oxford on 
^e 3rd of October without opposition, and installed on the 6th 
by the Vice-Chancellor, Proctors, &c., in Downing Street. ‘ Ann 
Register, vol. xv. p. 130-1. 


I prmt the following letter, though it is not among those in the 
^oyal Library at Windsor, as a note to the one immediately preced- 
ing, to show that the King at all times expected work to bo done 
by all whom he employed or appointed. 


“ The King to the Earl of Chatham, 

"Friday, 15 min. pt. 3 p.m, 
August 22, 1766 , 

.. Chatham^I think Lord Hertford will accept of the office 

*< wi,°! complaining, as ho sees a prospect 

of the White Stoff. I desire, therefore, that you will acquaint 
Uord Bristol with my intention of appointing him Lord-Lieu- 
“ tenant of Ireland, but expecting his constant residence whUe he 
“ holds that office. 

“ George B.” 


“ It had hitherto been the custom for the Lord-Lieutenant to go 
“ over to Ireland only onco in two years. While there he con- 
“ vened Parliament, which lasted a few months ; lived in a state of 
“ splendid, magnificence; provided for his dependants; received 
“ freedoms, gold boxes, and complimentary addresses ; and then 
‘‘ hurried back to England with the utmost precipitation, leaving 
“ the government vested in a commission, usually compost of the 
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^ Lord Primato, the Lord Chancellor, and the Speaker of the House 
“ of Commons. These gentlemen, called Lords Justices, were bettef 
“ known in Ireland by the name of undertakera,'' * — ‘ Chatham Corre- 
spond.,* iii. p. 61. 


Letter 143. 

Kew, Oct. 6th, 1772. 20 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — By the account of this day’s poll 
it has ended as you foretold yesterday. I hope the 
scrutiny will be conducted with great exactness, which, 
if it can be obtained when under the direction of such 
sheriffs, I doubt not but Wilkes will not only not be 
returned, but that his little regard to true votes will 
come to light, which must do him great injury even 
among his admirers. 

The return at the close of the poll on this day was : — 


For Mr. Alderman Wilkes 

, 

2301 

»» 

Townshend 

, 

2278 

„ 

Halifax 


2120 

»» 

Shakespear 

. 

1912 


Sir H. Bankes . 

. 

3 


Aldermen Wilkes and Townshond on the 29th of October, after a 
scrutiny, were declared to have the majority of votes, and the Court 
of Aldermen fixed upon Townshend to servo the office of Lord Mayor. 
‘Ann. Roister,’ vol. xv. p. 134. 


Letter 144. 

Kew, Not. 7th, 1772. 49 min. pt. 11 a.m. 

Lord Norths — I retiirn to you the two warrants 
which I have signed and the letters from Lord Towns- 


• For the meaning of “ Undertakers,*' ‘Undertakers,* a dozen of whom 
at least in England, see Wilson’s ‘Hist. “ undertook to govern the last Parlia- 
of James I.,* in Kennet, ii. p. 696, “ ment, and they led ms.’^^Rush- 

James owns to his Parliament, “ there worth, vol. i. p. 22. 

'' was a strange kind of beast called 
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Lend. I do not pretend to be conversant enough in 
the law, to decide whether the patent authorising 
the Commissioners of Customs and those of Excise 
to join in appointing collectors of hearth-money is 
legal; but as the Chancellor of Ireland is so deeidc(b 
as to its being so, and as there cannot be a doubt of 
the propriety of the measure, if free from that diffi- 
culty, I think I am justified in putting my hand to 
the warrant. 


Viscount Townshcnd had been Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland since 
October, 1767. Ho was succeeded by Earl Harcourt thirteen days 
after the date of this letter. The Chancellor was Baron Lifford 
(.Tames Hewitt), formerly one of the Justices of the King’s Bench 
in England. 


Lkttkk 145. 

Queen’s Ilouse, Nov. 25th, Mil. 

.’IS mill. pt. p.m. 

Lokd Nor™, — I do not doubt but very materia] 
reasons must have occurred to make you desirous of 
altering the article regarding the East Indies. I owne 
I think the wording of it is Vbry hold. I therefore 
trust Lord Rochfqrd has acquainted you with ihe tran.^ 
position, which certainly would make it run lietter. 
Though the Speech is softened, I have no objection to 
that, as I know I may depend on your remaining stiff 
in treating with the Company. Till now the conduct 
you have held towards the Directors is much to your 
honour ; but any wavering now would be disgraceful to 
you and destruction to the public, but I know you too 
well to harbour such a thought. 

VOL. I. 
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Parliament reassembled on the 20tli of November. The Speech 
from the Throne contained no allusion to the recent partition of 
Poland on the 5th of August in this year. Lord Mahon, ‘ Hist, of 
England,’ v. p. 318, observes, that “'fhe Secretaries of State, the 
“ Eochfords and Sufifolks of the day, so far as we can judge* from 
“ their own despatches, do not seem to have comprehended the full 
** bearings of the question before them : they say nothing of the 

danger of disturbing the balance of power ; they do not dwell on 
“ the ill example from such a violation of the public law ; they 
“ are silent as to motives of compassion for the injured Poles ; 
“ they descant only on the possible interruption and disturbance 
“ of the British trade I ” Compare Mr. Massey’s remarks on the 
foreign policy of England at this time, ‘Hist, of England,* ii. pp. 
168-171. 

The Speech turned chiefly upon the affairs of the East India Com- 
pany, the late bad harvest, the dearness of corn, and the propriety 
of relieving the poor. There was no opposition in either House to 
the Address. 

On the subject of the East Indies the King said, — “It is im- 
“ possible that I can look with indifference upon whatever concerns 
“ either the commerce and jevenues of the kingdom at large or the 
“ private rights and interests of considerable numbers among my 
“ people ; neither can I be insensible how materially every one of 
“ these great objects must be interested in the maintenance and 
“ credit of the East India Company,’* &c.- For an account of the 
Directors and their difiiculties see Mill’s ‘ Hist, of British India,’ 
ii. p. 305, foil. 

Bad government for many years, bad harvests in 1 770-1, rapacity 
on the part of the Company’s servants, extravagance and grinding 
taxation on the part of the Directors, had in 1772 done for Bengal, 
once the most populous and the richest portion of our Eastern 
dominions, what Verres did^ for Sicily — beggared the rich, starved 
^0 poor, ruined the trade, and rendered the whole province a scene 
o| miseiy and desolation. At length the distress which their own 
malversation had caused fell on the Company themselves, and the 
Directors were astonished, while portioning out their high dividends, 
to find that bankruptcy was almost at the door. See ‘Chatham 
Correspond.,’ iv. p. 234; and comp. Mr. Strachan’s Letter to 
David Hume, Oct. 20, 1772, in the ‘Caldwell Papers,’ vol. ii. pt. 2, 

p. 206. 
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Letter 146. 

Queou’s House, Nov. 26th,* 1772. 

25 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — It is with pleasure I learn that the 
Address passed this day without a division, that a Com- 
mittee of the whole House is appointed to examine into 
the high price of the corn, and a secret Committee into 
the present situation of the East India Company. I 
cannot omit reminding you that though I trust when 
the Company finds the Committee has laid the true 
state before the House, that it cannot avoid coming 
into such an agreement as may be thought secure for 
its creditors, and equitable for the public and the pro- 
prietors; but that if this should not happen that you 
will be prepared with a plan for conducting those 
affairs. If you form it yourself if will be just, and there 
are men of ability in Parliament will certainly support 
it well in the House ; but if you are open to their 
ideas nothing will l)c done, for every one will liave 
schemes incompatible with those of the others you may 
consult. 


Letter 147. 

St. James’s, Dec. 3rcl, 17721 
1 ihin. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — As Parliament has with so much 
dispatch gone through some of the Provision Bills, I 
should not act agreably to my Speech, and the answers 
to the Addresses of the two Houses, if I delayed passing 
them till Monday ; though I fear they may not lessen 


■ Parliament met on this day, and was opened by the King in person. 
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the distresses of the poor, yet I would not have it sup- 
posed that any alleviation had been delayed by me : 
I shall therefore certainly pass them to-morrow, and 
those that may he ready the n^xt week can he passed 
by commission. 


DeoemTaer 4. — Hie Majesty came to the House of Peers, and gave 
his assent, to two Acts for the importation of wheat, &o., from any 
part of Europe and from his Colonies in America “ into this kingdom 
“ for a limited time, free of duty.” (‘-London Gazette,’ No. 11,306, 
December 1-5, 1772.) 


Letter 148 . 

Queen's House, Dec. 7th, 1772, 

40 min. pt. 7 p.m, 

Lord North, — Nothing could have been more ad- 
vantageous to prosecuting the affairs of the East India 
Company than on the motion for a Bill to restrain the 
Company for a limited time from appointing super- 
visors, a debate having ensued, and on the division the 
majority being so great. I trust that, if you proceed 
with the same assiduity . and temper, J,hi8 business, 
though arduous, will turn out to the security of the 
Company, the advantage of the public, and your per- 
sonal honour. 


The majority for Ministers was 69 (114—46). The debate is 
reported in ‘ Pari. Hist.’ xvii, pp. 559-67. 

Lord K orth moved “ that a C^ommittee of Secrecy bo appointed to 
“ inquire into the state of the .East India Company.” (See Burke’s 
account of the difficulties of the Company in ‘Ann. Kegister,’ 1772, 
vol. xvi.) Important in itself, this business proved momentous in 
its consequences : since an attempt to relieve the Directors embroiled 
England with America. 
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Letter 149 . 

Queen’s House, Deo. t6th, 1772. 

2 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — have answered 'the Paper of Memo- 
randums as clearly as possible to give you as little 
trouble as possible. I cannot enclose them without just 
adding a desire that if possible the Secret Committee 
may make some Report before the recess. I.am con- 
vinced that, if they do not, it will give some room to 
the insinuations of malevolent persons that it is delayed 
that advantages may be' made in the stocks by knowing 
what will be the Report in January ; if a state of the 
resources cannot be made out in time, where would be 
the evil of stating the bad situation, with a declaration 
that, though the Committee has not advanced far enough 
to report on the resources, that they can already declare 
that they shall certainly be able after the recess to 
make a Report on that head that will give more 
satisfaction ? 


Letter 150 . 

♦ Queen’s ^use, Dec. 19th, 1772. 

8 o’clock a.m. 

Lord NoeIh, — I am infinitely pleased at finding that 
the East India Supervisor Bill passed by so great a 
majority, but am rather surprised that Lord George 
Germaine was in the majority and a speaker for what . 
the Rockinghams alone opposed, and also that Tho. 
Townshend was silent. 


“ Debate on 18 th December upon tho Bill for preventing the East 
“ India Company from sending out Supervisors to India for six 
“ calendar months. The Bill was carried by 153 to 28.’^ (Note by 
Lord Brougham.) Thomas Townshend was one of the tellers on 
the part of the Noes. (‘ Pari. Hist.' xvii. pp. 651-676.) 
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Lktter 151 .* 

* Queen's House, Dec. 20th, 1772. 

40 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Loud Noutii, — I omit entering into the contents ot 
Lord Towiishend’s letter concerning the behaviour of 
Sir William Osborne, as I shall see you to-morrow. 

I have given notice that I shall to-morrow in person 
pass the Land Tax and the Malt, not chusing to neglect 
any business, and not chusing without real necessity to 
be continually passing Bills by commission ; those not 
ready for my assent to-morrow wiU be passed by com- 
mission on Wednesday. I have no objection to Mr. 
Charles Fox’s vacating his seat to-morrow. 

The extract of Mr. Lees’s letter to Mr. Robinson 
shows the Common Council of Dublin to be of the same 
metal as that of London, and I trust will have as little 
we^ht on the minds of the Irish at large as Guildhall 
patriots have on the sentiments of this island. 


Grattan (Memoirs of, voJ. i. p. 261) writes to Mr. Broome, De- 
cember 29, — “ Sir William Osborne is not yet, as I have heard, 
“ dismissed. It is generally believed he will be turned out, as he 
“ refuses to take the oaths under the new appointni^nt of the Com- 
‘‘ missioners, who are now constructed in a different manner, in 
“ consequence of the division of the boards.” — Comp. Letter 107. 

“ Mr. Charles Fox ” had resigned his office as one of the Lords of 
the Admiralty on the 20th of the* preceding February, during the 
’debates on the* “Eoyal Marriage Bill.” (See Gibbon’s Letter to 
Holroyd, February 21, 1772; ‘Miscell. Works,’ vol. i. p. 449, 4to. 
ed.) In January, 1773, however, he renewed his connexion with 
Lord North as one of the Lords of the Treasury, on which occasion 
he “ vacated his seat.” He was still, though *ho was not long to 
remain so, a violent Tory. lie is “ attempting,” says Gibbon (1. o.), 
“ to pronounce the words Country, Liberty, CoRRUKrioN, and so 
“ forth ; with what success time will discover.” Fox very soon 
acquired a very perfect pronunciation of them, as Lord North and 
His Majesty, as well as time, discovered. 
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Whatever may have been “ the sentiments ” of the Common 
Council of Dublin at this time, “Ireland continues in perfect 
“ repose ; except a duel, nothing gives it entertainment.” (Grat- 
tan, 1. 0.) 


Letter 152 . 

Queen’s House, Dec. 24th, 1772. 

« 50 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

Lord North, — I desire you will call here at eight 
this evening, when I will return the warrants and the 
charts, and will deliver the bank-notes and trifling cash 
that is in my hands belonging to my late mother. 


“ And as her savings were generally disposed of in charity, the 
“ small remains of her personal fortune will make a trifling object 
“ when divided among her children.” (Gibbon to Holroyd, February 
13, 1772.) Horace Walpole, on the contrary, says that the Princess, 
beside her jointure of 50,000/. a-year and a third of the re'^nuos 
of the Duchy of Cornwall, producing 4000/. a-year, obtained aji 
additional annuity of 10,000/. from her son. (‘ Mem. of the Eeign 
of George the Third,’ voL i. p. 28.) Compare ‘Ann. Kegister,’ 
vol. XV. p. 73, where the Princess’s income is stated to have been 
50,000/. per annum in case she survived her husband, according to 
Act 10 Geo. II. 


Letter 153 . 

* 

Queen’s House, Dec. 29th, 1772. 

. 8 min. pt. 9 p.m* 

Lord North, — messenger ’is just arrived from 
Lieut.-Oolonel Blaquiere with a note he has received 
unsigned from the Duke d’Aiguillon, who seems much 
allarmed [sic] at the idea of a fort erected by us on the 
river Sit. John in the Gulf of Darien. I do not recollect 
that any such establishment has been directed from hence, 
so that I am at a loss to understand what he alludes to. 
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There is also arrived a messenger from the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant with ther account that he has passed the Money 
Bill ; that in consequence of it Mr. Clements has pressed 
that a loan for 100,000?. may he immediately made ; that 
doubts having arisen whether this can properly be done 
untill the second money is* passed, the Chancellor and 
Mr. Malone, Chairman of the Committee of Supply, have 
given it as their opinions that it may he done. He has 
sent into the country for those of the Prime Seijeant, 
the Attorney and Sollicitor General, which when re- 
ceived he will also transmit, and wishes to have direc- 
tions on the subject from hence. He adds a postscript 
that he supposes the Money Bill will not be decided 
upon here till he sends the report of the three last- 
mentioned lawyers. 


Lieu t. -Colonel Blaqnieie, Sucrctary to the Embassy at the Court of 
Frai^; ho was appointed 10th July previous. (‘London Gazette,* 
1771, No. 11,162.) 

“Lord TTarcourt’s administmtion commenced in November, 1772, 
“ with many professions of economy and great promise of reduction : 
“ but it proved not less extravagant or more constitutional than 
“ the preceding. It originated one, and altered four mcmey-hills in 
“ the I’rivy rouncil. Its profusion and expense were as improper 
“ and unjustifiable ; and though the House of Commons had in 1757 
“ unanimously voted that the ‘ granting so much of the public re- 
“ venues in pensions was an improvident disj^osition of the revenues, 
“ an injury to the Crown, and detrimental to the people,’ and though 
“ complaints on this subject had been general under the preceding 
“ administration, yet from 1772, the date of its accession, to 1777, 
“ when it retired, the list of pensions was augmented from 62,2531. 
“ to 89,09 5Z.” (Memoirs of Grattan, vol. i. p. 263.) 


The most material questions before Parliament during the next 
session related to the affairs of the East India Company, and the 
expedition by the English forces in the West Indies against the 
Caribbs of the island of St. Vincent. (See Letter 177.) 

A Bill for the^ relief of Dissenters similar to that of the preceding 
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year was passed in the liOwer, but rejected in the Upper House. 
The most important measure, however, of the session, regarding its 
consequences, was Lord North’s Bill for enabling the East India 
Company to dispose of their accumulated stock of tea to the American 
Colonies. “ The Bill appears to have passed without opposition, 
“ nay, almost without remark.” (Lord Mahon, v. p. 319.) 

Burke, in the ‘ Annual Eegistei;* (vol. xvi. p. 108), calls this “ a 
** tedious session, during a great part of which there seemed to be 
** no business to attend to, and matters of the greatest nationafand 
** constitutional importance were brought on when the season for 
“ all business seemed to be over.” Opposition was weak and spirit- 
less, and in general Ministers carried their motions and plans with 
great ease. Among the reasons for this ease one was that the 
“ bulk of the Whig party had from the commencement of the Ame- 
“ rican troubles given a general support to the coercive policy of 
the Government.” (Massey, ii. p. 149.) 


Lkttru 154 . 

* Queen’s House, Jan, Isfc, 177:?. 

3 min. pt. It p.m. # 

Lord North, --^Having heard, by the Dutch mail of 
this day, that the great house at Amsterdam of Clifford 
and Company is declared bankrupt, that fourteen other 
houses have met with the same fate, I am desirous to 
know what effect it has had on merchants in this 
country. I have been told three houses stopped pay- 
ment this day. Is not Sir George Colebrooke in a very 
precarious situation ? 


The Earl of Shelburne writes to Lord Chatham, on the 17th 
January, 1773: — “Dr. Price writes to me from London that ‘the 
“ times seem at present to be growing more and more dark and 
“ alarming. In consequence of the banki-uptcies at Amsterdam 
“ we have had already nine or ten failures, and many more are 
“ expected. It is also expected that we shall soon hear of the 
“ failure of several houses at Hamburgh, nor is it possible to know 
“ how far the mischief may spread, or in what it will end.’ ” 
(‘ Chatham Correspond.,’ vol. iv. p. 239 ; edmp. ib., p. 242.) 
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“ This day, March 31, the banking-house of Messrs. Sir George 
“ Colebrooke, Lessingham, and Binns stopped payment.” (‘ Annual 
Register,’ xvi. 87.) “ And on the 13th of April Clifford' a creditors 

“ held a meeting at Amsterdam, when 15 per cent, was offered, 
“ and 20 per cent, more in six months. A few signed, but a 
“ great majority rejected the proposal with indignation.” (Id. xvi. 
pp. 91, 98.) 


Letter 155 . 

Queen's House, Feb. 9tb, 1773. 

13 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — I was never clearer of opinion than^ 
of the impropriety of encreasing the half-pay of the 
Captains of the navy, therefore am much better pleased 
that yOu should have shewn a disapprobation to the 
measure, and care must be'taken to throw it out if it 
requires a particular Bill in the House of Lords. Upon 
the whole, you have done your duty, and that is a con- 
solation that must fully repay any disappointment the 
division may this day have given. 


Lord North was in a minority of 109 (154 — 45) on the question 
of “Increase of Pay of Captains in the Navy.” The petition 
from the Captains was presented by Lord Howe, and supported by 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, Captain Constantino Phipps, Sir George Savile, 
Colonel Barre, and others. Sir George Savile and the memliers of 
the Opposition argued on general pplitical grounds ; Lord Howe and 
Sir Gilbert on the special merits of the petition. Lord North, Mr. 
Charles Fox, anJ Mr. Welbore EUis opposed it on the plea that the 
public was heavily burdened, that it was “mali exempli,” and, if 
granted, might lead to similar applications from other servants of 
the public. The petition was referred to a Committee, and a second 
debate took place on the report on the 5th of March. Finally, an 
address to the King was voted, and the pay of the Captains was 
increased by two shillings a day. 

“lam happy,” says Lord Chatham to Colonel Bari"6, February 15, 
“ that the Captains of the navy have triumphed over the mia^e of 
“ Downing Street. The eminent majority does honour to the 
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“ House. As the Captains have prospered, I hope the Shipwrights 
“ will too, if their desires are equally reasonable.” — (‘ Correspond- 
ence,’ vol. iv. p. 249.) Colonel Barr^ tells Lord Chatham (ib., 
p. 248),— “Sir Gilbert Elliot, the Scotch, and the Duke of Grafton’s 
friends were with us.” 

Mr. John Crawford, M.P., writes to Baron Mure, Feb. 17, 1773 
(Caldwell Papers, ii. pt. ii. p. 217^: — 

“ I hav& no news to tell you. There is no opposition, and con- 
sequendy no debates in Parliament. 1 suppose there will be some 
before the session ends, with regard to India matters. Whether 
“ Administration has any settled plan with regard to this great ob- 
ject I cannot tell, but 1 believe not. Lord North is a very good 
“ member of Parliament (being a man of great readiness and wit), 
** but 1 believe he is not a great minister, and that he has neither 
“ the extent of mind necessary to form large views, nor the boldness 
“ to carry them into execution. Is he really and truly Minister? 
“ Why was ho beat the other day by a majority of near 100 on the 
“ question of the Petition from the Navy ? Why did General 
“ Harvey, Sir Gilbert Elliot, <fec. &c., vote and speak against him ? 
“ I neither know nor care ; but you, who are a greater politician 
“ than I am, and better acquainted with Sir Gilbert Elliot, may 
“ form your own conclusions.” 


Letter 156 . 

Queen’s House, Feb. 16th, 1773. 

Lord North, — I am much pleased at the very hand- 
some majority last night, I am curious to know how 
people voted on tliis occasion, therefore wish to see you 
this evening at nine, that I may have an explanation of 
what passed ; but, should there be defaulters, it will be 
highly necessary to punish them. The taking away 
regiments I can never think adviseable, btit Grovern- 
ments are a very fair prey ; but more of this when you 
come this evening. 


The King, dr his advisers, had been less scrupulous at an earlier 
period of this rei^. General Conway and other military officers 
were, in 1764, dismissed from their employments as a penalty for 
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their votes in Parliament -General A*Court was deprived of his 
command of the second regiment of Foot-Guc^. Colonel Barr4» 
when the Speaker chanced to address him by his^ usual military 
rank, replied, “Sir, you have given me a title I have no right to; 
“ I am no longer a colonel ; they have dismissed me from my regi- 
“ ment, and from the office of adjutant-general.” — (See Horace Wal- 
pole to the Earl of Hertford, Feb. 15, 1764.) 

Conway calls it his “ total dismission from His Majesty’s service, 
“ both as groom of the chamber and colonel of a regiment,” and 
“ the harshest and most unjust treatment over offered to any man 
“ on the like occasion.” He says, “ I never gave a single vote 
“ against the Ministry, except in the questions on the great con- 
“ stitutional point of the warrants'^ — (‘ Memoirs of Rockingham,* 
vol. i. pp. 134, foil.) These sweeping measures were laid at the 
door of the first Lord Holland, then Henry Fox, and Manager of 
the House of Commons. Lord Bute is said to have taken care 
that Fox should bear all the odium of these violent proceedings. 
How arbitrary, however, the Earl could bo appears from an anec- 
dote of him in Lord Mahon’s History, vol. v. p. 215. 


Lktter 157 . 

Queen’s House, March 9th, 1773. 

35 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — The hearing that the four resolutions 
sent me this forenoon have passed tlie Committee with- 
out a division is so very favourable a commencement of 
the East-India business, that I cannot help expressing 
the pleasure it gives me, and I trust that, with a con- 
stant inspection of those affairs. Parliament may yet 
avert the ruin to which the Company has nearly been 
plunged into by the ill conduct of its directors and 
rapine of its servants. 


For tho four Besolutiotu, see ‘ IVl. Hist.,’ rvii. 806. “ The Com- 
“ pany,” says Mr. Mill (‘ Hist, of British India,’ vol. iii p. 495), 
“ treated these conditions ” (Lord North’s) “ as harsh, arbitrary, 
“ and illegal; petitioned against them in the strongest terms; and 
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“ were supported with great vehemeiloe of language by their own 
friends, and the enemies of the>Mmistef, in both Houses of Par- 
** liament.” The affairs of the East India Company, as ^uded to 
in these letters, are so Complicated in themselves, and would de- 
mand such prolixity of annotation^^that' I must, except in very 
special instances, refer, for their explanation at this period, to Mr. 
Mill’s * Narrative/ vol. iii. book iv. ch. 9. 


Letter 158 . 

♦Queen’s House, March 13th, 1773. ^ 
38 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — The remonstrance, according to the 
copy you have transmitted to me this day, has un- 
doubtedly the marks of being the most violent, insolent, 
and licentious over 2)resentcd; but when it is known 
how thin the meeting was that countenanced the pro- 
ceeding, and their indifference to it, a dry answer, 
rather bordering gn contempt than anger, may not be 
improper. I cannot help suspecting that Mr. Oliver 
has been advised to be ill, which delays the bringing 
this flagrant piece of impertinence, whilst the Lord 
Mayor consults what part he will take, or at least to 
shew that the Irish party has not been the proposers of 
this absurd measure. 


The Petition, Remonstrance, and Address went over the old 
ground — the Middlesex election, the imprisonment of tlio liord 
Mayor, &c. — and prayed for a change of Ministers and a dissolution 
of Parliament. Wilkes did not accompany the 2 )resentcrs, but the 
Lord Mayor Townshend, Serjeant Glynn, the Recorder, one of the 
Sheriffs, Alderman Bull, and others of the City officers went up to 
St. James’s on the 2Gth of March. The reply teas contemptuous, 
and the citizens, before they were introduced to His Majesty, were 
informed that they were not to have the honour of kissing his 
hand ; and, in his reply, were told that their petition was so void 
of foundation, and conceived in such disrespectful terms, that His 
Majesty felt convinced they did not seriously imagine it could bo 
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oomplied with. The petition, &o., and the reply to it, are printed 
in ‘Ann. Keg.,’ 1773, vol. xvi. p. 209. For an insult to the King, 
proposed by Mr. Wilkes at this time, but negatived upon the ground 
of precedent, see ‘Pictorial Hist., Geo. III.,* vol. i, p. 163. 


Letter 159 . 

Queen's' House, March 15th, 1773. 

30 min, pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord Nor'I’D, — Though Lord Towushend will cer- 
tainly, on the death of Lord Tyrawley, receive a mark 
of my favour, yet I cannot conferr [sic] the regiment 
of Guards on him, as his Being so low on the list of 
Lieutenant-Generals would give real dissatisfaction to 
many of his seniors. The having laid his letter before 
me is all you are authorized to mention to him, and 
nothing with regard to any favorable intentions I may 
have towards him. Mr. Eobinson’s intelligence from 
the City shews that the City patriots are destroying 
themselves in the snare meant for others, which is but 
too often the fate of those who have nothing in view 
but mischief. 

The Right Hon. James O’Hara, Lord Tyrawley^ born in KJOO, 
Field Marshal of all his Majesty’s Forces, Colonel of the Second or 
Coldstream regiment of foot guards, and a Privy Councillor, died 
on the 13th of the following July. He was succeeded by the Earl 
of Waldegrave in the command of the Coldstream, and Lord Toims- 
hend replaced the Earl as Lieut.-Colonel of tlie Second or (Jueen’s 
regiment of dragoon guards. Lord Tyrawley had served with 
distinction in all Queen Anne’s wars — in 1727 was envoy-extra- 
ordinary to the King of Portugal, and commander-in-chief of the 
troops sent to the aid of that kingdcn {igainst the Spanish invasion 
of 1762. See obituary for 1773 in the ‘ Ann. Register,’ xvi. p. 172, 
where the enumeration of Tjord Tyrawley’s military and civil em- 
ployments occupies more than a column. 

The City jpatriota on the 11th of March met, under the presidency 
of the Lord Mayor, to consider a petition to the Throne for a redress 
of grievances, shortening the duration of parliaments, &c. But it 
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Lettish. 160. 

Queen's House, March 23rd, 1773. 

46 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — It is very material that the two re- 
solutions passed this day without division, and the 
general entering on the whole of the business in the 
speeches, will so far cast the fuel of Opposition before 
the attack, when your whole plan is before the House, 
that people will be tired of the subject, and therefore 
not endure many long speeches that would otherways 
be produced. 


‘ Pari. Hist.,’ xvii. p. 827 : — “ Debate in the House of Commons 
on the resolutions for restraining the East India Company’s divi- 
dends.” Admiral Keppel writes to Lord Rockingham on the 15th 
of March, “ I think the House of Commons business and the East 
India Courts are full as extraordinary as they have been at any 
time.” — (‘ Memoirs of Viscount Keppel/ vol. i. p. 411.) 


Letter 161. 

Queen’s House, April 6th, 1773. 

8 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — The enclosed is the short state[ment] 
I promised to send you on the present state of affairs in 
the North. The speaking oyt is ever the best method, 
and, upon this occasion, perhaps, more so than any 
other. When I see you to-morrow I will explain still 
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farther why I think a firm language will prevent the 
Court of France from taking the step that alone seems 
to oblige us to take a part. 


The Russian fleet was in the Levant committing great atrocities 
on the Turkish population, besides destroying the trade of France 
and Spain in that quarter. These Powers began to prepare arma- 
ments for the apparent purpose of expelling the Russians from the 
Mediterranean. Against these preparations, England, as the ally of 
Russia, remonstrated. 

Again, Prussia and Denmark at this time were threatening to 
force Sweden into alliance with them against Prance, and possibly 
Austria also ; and the words, “ affairs in the North,” probably refer 
to both these movements — one French navy in the Mediterranean, 
and another in the Baltic. 

Adolphus (* Hist. Goo. III.,* vol. ii. pp. 4-9) gives a very clear 
account of these rumours of war. The King, as will appear in the 
next letter, acted with groat energy on this occasion ; and “ Lord 
“ Stomont ’* received, as ho well merited, the warm approbation of 
his Sovereign and the Ministers for his sincerity, firmness, and 
temper. The affair, indeed, created little or no sensation in England, 
and historians scarcely notice it. — (Comp. TTughes*s ‘ Hist, of Eng- 
land,’ vol. ii. pp. 87-89.) 


Lkttrr 162, 

* Queen’s House, April 20th, 1773. 

1 5 min. pt. 8 a.in. 

Lord North, — I received yesterday the dispatch 
from Lord Stormont, which convinces me, when the 
Due d’Aiguillon finds we make preparations, that he 
will give up his promenade; which opinion I am the 
more confirmed in from a German interception I re- 
ceived also yesterday of a letter from Creutz, the 
Swedish Minister at Paris, to the King of Sweden, 
wherein he declares that M. d’Aiguillon has told that, 
as England would certainly take umbrage if he sent a 
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fleet to the assistance of Sweden, that he therefore could 
not think of that mode of succour, for that, at all event^^ 
he iwuld avoid a war with England. 

I instantly wrote to Lord Suffolk to summon a 
cabinet this evening ; Lord Rochford will, by that time, 
be also in town. The measure to be taken seems clearly 
pointed out. Let all the guard-ships be ordered to 
Spithead ; let them be completely manned, and twenty 
sliijis of equal vstrength be ordered to replace them ; 
and let the Ambassador’s conduct be a2')proved of, and 
ordered to remain silent till the French Court lenew 
the conversation; and I trust that, in less tlian three 
weeks, the wliole of this armament may be counter- 
manded. I cannot conclude witliout expressing my 
approbation of Lord Sandwich’s plan of having the 
guard-ships always ready for immediate service ; that 
will, I am persuaded, prevent many wars; for, by that 
means, we have ever twenty large ships ready before 
the enemy can equip one ; consequently, about the start 
gf three months, which is an immense advantage in all 
military operations. 


The letter (170) of May 21 will sJiow the soundness of Tfis 
Majesty’s opinion. See ‘ Ann. Eogister,’ xvi. p. 0(>, for the prepara- 
tions at Portsmouth. “ Stocks have fallen from 0 to 20 ]ier cent. : 
“ notwithstanding the Minister still cries — Peaces 


Lkttkr 103. 

’•‘Qiicoa’s House, April 1773. 

12 rnin, pt. 7 p.ni. 

Lord North, — Tlie letters arj’i\ o:l from Paris this 
day have proved agreable to what I liave uniformly 
declared, that, on the return of Mr. de Mortanges, the 

VOL. I. K 
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fleet would be countermanded. I have, in consequence 
of the Due d’Aiguillon’s saying that the fleet is post- 
poned, directed the two Secretaries to say publickly that 
the letters arrived from France this day give reason to think 
the' fleet will he countermanded y that^ thereforCy it is hoped 
we may do the same in a few days, — and I have ordered 
Lord Sandwich not to commission any ships, but merely 
fit out the Rfteeuy for that I hope, by this day seven- 
night, even they may be countermanded. We must see 
what effect our arming has had at Versailles before we 
can properly give counter-orders, and, within that time, 
we shall receive the messenger. 


Mrs. Hood, the wife of Captain Alexander Hood, writes to I^ady 
Chatliain, April 25, 1778: — “Yon will enjoy the fine spirit that 
“ Sir Charles [Saunders] shows, when I relate what ho said this 
“ morning to some members of Parliament : ‘ I hope there will bo 
“ some motion made, that I may go down to the House and vote 
“ against Administration, I shall go to the King on Wednesday, 
“ and to Portsmouth on Thursday, and will hoist my flag, and get^ 
“ into my ship, and never stir out of it while I stay in England.’ 
“ Upon its being said that our equipment would be only a fleet of 
“ observation, Sir (Charles said, ‘ If 1 sail, it will be a war.’ He 
“ asked for a vice and rear-admiral, and, consequently, more 
“ strength, but was answered, in regard to the latter, he had all 
“ they had ; the other was refused.” — (‘ Chatham Correspondence,’ 
vol. iv. p. 261. 


Lkttkii 164 , 

Queen’s House, April 26th, 1773. 

• 40 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am sensible of your attention in 
sending to me two accounts concerning the conduct of 
the weavers ; it seems to me as if they would have 
remained quiet after the care taken on Friday last, if 
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the same framer of mischief had not afresh exhorted 
them ; and I am sorry to find the Crown lawyers do not 
well know that attempting to assemble riotous meetings 
is criminal. It is no great credit to the laws of this 
island if they do not provide against what is so detri- 
mental to civil society. 


Lrtter 165 . 

Queen ’fl House, April 2()tli, 1 773. 

2 min. pt. 8 p.rn. 

Lord North, — Nothing can be a greater proof of a 
want of grievances when so trite an aflfair as the 
Middlesex election can be liashed up every session, and 
the dividing it into two questions shows that not reason 
but obstinacy dictated the conduct of Opposition. 

The passing any Bill with a tendency to aleviate [sic] 
the weavers, if they previously assemble, would be quite 
contrary to my ideas of propriety, for it would be an 
encouragement to every other body of men riotously to 
combine as a sure means of obtaining what wild minds 
may dictate; it is the quiet member of society that 
deserves encouragement, not the licentious. 


Middlesex election : — Mr. Wilkes applied to Sir G. Savile to 
renew his annual motion. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Dowdeswell. There was a very warm debate ending in a majority 
of .50 for ministers (201-151). 


Letter 166 . 


Queon’s House, May 3rd, 1773. 

15 min. pt. iO p.m. 

Lord North, — The finding that the East India Bill 
has been ordered without a division is a very favourable 


K 2 



132 


GEOBGE THE THIED’S 


[1773. 


circumstance ; I hope it will be soon brought in and a 
daily progress be made in it. I received the draught of 
the Bill, which seems to me to be as perfect as the first 
attempt of redressing the dreadful evils that the rapacity 
of individuals have [sic^ occasioned, and by annual addi- 
tions may in the end in some degree curb if not eradicate 
what otherways must render that trade the ruin instead 
of a source of restoring the finances of this country 


Lettkr 167 . 

Queen’s House, May 11th, 1773. 

Loud North, — The resolutions the House came to 
last night ^ are such known axioms of government that 
it seems to me rather unwise in the friends of any of 
the fleecers of the East Indies to have combatted them, 
though they may attempt, when they are applied to 
particular persons, to evade them ; but I believe, though- 
the House has very properly come to these resolutions, 
that the many favours obtained by particular gentlemen 
will prevent much national justice being obtained. 


Gibbon in a letter to Holroyd of the same date writes (‘ Miscell. 
Works/ vol. i. p. 409), “ The House of Commons sat late last night. 
“ .Bnrgoyne made some spirited motions : ‘ That the territorial 
“ acquisitions in India belonged to the State ’ (that was the word) ; 
“ that grants to the servants of the Company (such as jaghircs) were 
“ illegal ; and that there would be no true repentance without resti- 
“ tution. Wedderburne defended the nabobs with great eloquence, 
“ but little argument. The motions were carried without a division, 


““ Debate in the Commons ou the lie- ‘‘Debate in the Commons on 

solution for the Regulation of the East General Btirgoyne’s Motions relative 
“ India Company’s Affairs.” — Pari. Hist. to the “Conduct of Lord Clive in 

xvii. p. 850 foil.; Mill, British India, India.” — Pari. Hist. xvii. p. 855. 

vol. iv. p. 522 ; Ann. Reg. xvi. p. 10 1 . 
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“ and the hounds go out again next Friday. They are in high 
‘‘ spirits ; hut the more sagacious ones have no idea they shall kill. 
“ Lord North s])oko for the inquiry, hut faintly and reluctantly.” 

In this debate ]\Ir. Attorney-General Thurlow spoke against Mr. 
Solicitor-General and “ the nahohs.” See Lord Campheirs ‘ Lives 
of the Chancellors,’ vii. p. 182, 4th edit., for an account of this 
debate. The resolutions were all carried by a large inajoi ity. 


Letter 168. 

^ Queen’s House, May 15th, 1773. 

* 40 min. pt. 8 p.ra. 

Lord North, — I have just heard from Lord Rochford 
that the ballot has ended 319 for the question and 
149 against it. I trust your whole conduct, which has 
in the East India business been alone guided by a desire 
of acting right, will pronqit you from this check with 
redoubled zefil to go forward. I am convinced the 
House of Commons will so strongly feel the absurdity 
of the proprietors that they will be the more inclined to 
come to the question of right, if you, on consulting the 
ablest of your counsellors in the House of Commons, 
chuse to avoid coming yet to that. Continue the Bill 
of Regulations ; and as the Company do not chuse to 
be assisted with money, pass an Act to prevent their 
having any dividend for the next three years; they 
must then come on their knees for what they now seem 
to spurn. 

The Company’s refusal to be assisted with money was announced 
some months earlier. Gibbon, writing to TIolroyd on the 12 th of 
January in this year, nearly coincides in opinion with the King : — 

“ Yesterday the East India Company positively refused the loan; 
“ a noble resolution, could they get money anywhere else. They 
“ are violent, and it was moved, and the motion heard with some 
“ degree of approbation, that they should instantly abandon India 
“ to Lord North, Sujah Dowlah, or the devil, if he chose to Jake it.” 
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“ While the East India Ecgulation Bill was under consideration 
in the House of Lords and the Loan Bill in the Commons, a 
“ petition was presented from the Company to the latter requesting 
“ permission to decline its pecuniary assistance on tho severe con- 
“ ditions annexed to it. The House, however, at Lord North’s sug- 
“ gestion, dcteririined that the option of j*efusing tho loan should not 
“ be left to tho Company, hut that tho acceptance of it should be 
“ made compulsatory by Barliament.” — Hughes, ‘Hist, of England,’ 
vol. ii. p. 85. 


Lkttkk 169. 

Queen’s House, May IStli, 1773. 

23 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am sorry you have been detained so 
long this day on an affair quite out of season ; I was in 
hopes the East India Bill would have been read the 
first time this day. The longer it is delayed the more 
people will be trying to move vexatious questions to 
postpone the business ; but I trust your candour will not 
let them carry this too far ; and where intentions are so ■ 
just as yours, with spirit and perseverance the end will 
be obtained. 


Lettkr 170 . 

* Queen’s House, May 21st, 1773. 

55 min. pt. 12. 

Lord North, — I cannot refrain having the pleasure 
of acquainting you that there is just arrived from Paris 
a letter from Lord Stormont dated May 18 th, that, on 
saying to the Due d’Aiguillon that our fleet is suspended, 
he had instantly answered. Ours is countermanded, les 
rmtelots sent renvoyes ; ce n'est pas une su^ension, mais une 
cessation lotah ; there is to be no fleet of evolution this 
year : this [is] so very decided that no farther doubt can 
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be had, and the Admiralty must now restore things to 
a state of peace, but the ships had better remain at 
Spithead. 

Compare Letter 1(>2, April 20. 


Letter 171 . 

* Queen's Uonse, May 22ncl, 1773. 

5 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — The vote carried this morning is a 
very strong proof of the propriety of your leaving to 
private gentlemen the punishing the servants of the 
East India Company ; and by tliat wise conduct yon as 
an individual have been in a minority that with every 
man of honour must do you credit, at the same time 
that the Minister had nothing to do with it. I owne I 
am amazed tliat private interest could make so many 
forget what they owe to their country, and come to a 
tesolution tliat seems to approve of Lord Clive’s rapine. 
No one thinks his services greater than I do, but that 
can never be a reason to commend him in what cer- 
tainly opened the door to the fortunes Ave see daily 
made in that country. I cannot conclude without 
adding, your conduct has given the greatest satis- 
faction. 


Nicholls (‘Recollections/ vol. ii. p. 201) intimates some unfair 
conduct on the pai’t of Lord North — that ho promised to support the 
accusation, then deserted the cause, discouraged its adherents, and 
spoke feebly in debates. The writer in the ‘Annual Register* 
(vol. xvi. p. 107) points out the mysterious circumstances attending 
the whole transaction. Lord North, ho says, spoke in favour of 
censure on. Lord Clive, and in division went with the minority. 
Attorney-General Thuiiowled the attack, Solicitor-General \Vedder- 
burne the defence. The Court party went different ways ; the most 
considerable part of the Opposition supported Lord Clive, though ho 



GEORGE THE THIRD'S 


[1773. 


m 


had taken part with Administration against the Company. See 
‘ Ann. hcg.’ xvi. pp. 101-3. 

It is worth observing the difference between Burke defending 
Clive and the nabobs, and Burke assailing Hastings. 

Lo9'd Clive's rapine , — The King judged of Cdive as many of his 
subjects did. Sec Lord Macaulay's article, ‘Edinb. Eeview,’ Jan. 
1840, for tlie feeling of the country towards nabobs in general, and 
towards the nabob (dive in particular. Clive, however, in his own 
defence, admitting many of the charges against him, the arts lie had 
employed to deceive Omichund, the immense suras lie had received 
from Mcer Jaffier, justified them, and resolutely said that in the 
same circumstances he would act in the same manner. On the 
score of receiving money and gifts, he laid claim, and not without 
reason, to Ihe praise of eminent disinterestedness. “He described 
“ ill vivid language the situation in which victory had placed him : 

“ a great prince deiiendciit on his pleasure ; an opulent city afraid 
“ of being given up to plunder ; wealthy bankers bidding against 
“ each other for his smiles ; vaults piled with gold and jewels thrown 
“ open to him alone. ‘ By God, Mr. Chairman,' ho exclaimed, ‘ at 
“ this moment 1 stand astonished at my own moderation.' " 

(Jolonel Ihirgoyne, at the close of the debate on May 21, moved, 

“ That Kobort liord Clive did in so doing" — receiving from Meer 
Jaffier in English money— “abuse the power with which he was 
“ intrusted, to the evil example of the servants of the public." This 
was carried. The Solicitor-General then moved, “That Bobert 
“ Lord Clive did at the same time render great and meritorious 
“ services to this country." And this also j^assed in the affirmative. 

‘ Pari. Hist’ xvii. p. 882. 

Lord ]\Iacvaulay's comment on these opposite decisions is as 
follows : — “ They, the Commons, voted the major and minor of 
“ Burgoyne’s syllogism ; but they shrank from drawing the logical 
“ conclusion. When it was moved that Lord Clive had abused his 
“ powers and sot an evil example to the servants of the public, the 
“ previous question was put and carried. At length, long after the 
“ sun had risen on an animated debate, Wedderburne moved that 
“ Lord Clive had at the same time rendered great and meritorious 
“ services to his country ; and this motion passed without a 
“ division. 

“ The result of this memorable inquiry appears to tis, on the 
“ whole, honourable to the justice, moderation, and discernment of 
“ the Commons. They had indeed no great temptation to do wrong. 

“ They would have been very bad judges of an accusation brought 
“ against Jenkinson or against Wilkes. But the question respecting 
“ ('live was not a party question ; and the House accordingly acted 
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“ with tho good sense and good feeling which may always be ex- 
“ pcctcd from an assembly of English gentlemen not blinded by 
“ faction.” Comp. Jjord JMahon, vii. p. 240. “ Such a vote might 

“ perhaps be deemed almost a -verdict of acquittal. Certainly at 
“ least it showed a wise reluctance to condemn.*’ Mill, ‘ British 
India,* vol. iii. pp. 510-12, and especially AVilson s note; and ‘ Life 
of Clive,’ iii. p. 360. 


Lktteu 172. 

Kew, May 29th, 1773. 

Lohi) NoiiTfi, — The hearing that the raising the 
qualification from 800/. to 1000/. Stock has been carried 
by so large a majority, gives a very good ojiinion of 
tho concluding the East India business with jiropriety 
this season, and of introducing a continual inspection 
from Parliament into the state of the Company, which 
alone can save it from destruction. 

At the first division on tho Qualification clause, whether it 
should be fixed at lOOOZ. stock, tho question was carried by 179 to 
65. (‘Ann. Kegistcr,’ xvi. p. 102.) 


Letter 173. 

Queen’s House, June 4th, 1773. 

46 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord North, — I wish you could contrive to be at 
St, James’s at half hour past twelve, as it is incon- 
venient the coming after the drawing-room these late 
days; and I wish to talk to you concerning a petition 
I have received from Lieut. -General Monkton, who, 
though an honest man, I cannot think so fit for gofing] 
through the difficulties of the East Indies as Lieut.- 
General Clavering. 
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Letter 174 . 

* Kew, June 8tb, 1773. 32 min. pt. 7 a.m. 

Lobd ^Iorth, — ^T ill the Parliament is up I shall 
continue coming to town of a Sunday. I am rather 
surprised that Lieut.-General -Monkton has not looked 
upon the contingency of the command in North America 
as more suitable to his affairs and constitution than 
going second in Council to Bengal, and I am clear from 
this that he is instigated by others to act as he does, 
not by his own feelings,' which have ever mode him 
accommodating. I am sorry for it, as his name may 
catch in the House, and make the division nearer than 
Clavering’s delicacy will like; but I am certain that 
the latter is most fit for the different sorts of business 
he must enter upon ; but I hope the command of all 
the troops in India is clearly given to him by the Bill, 
for from the beginning he declared without that he 
could not think of going. I am much pleased at Colonel 
Monson’s going third in Council ; I have ever found 
him desirous of service, and, though not a shewyman, 
has excellent sense ; Major-General Frazer’s conduct is 
very proper. If any of the Council at Bengal have 
acted in conjunction with Mr. Hastings, the naming 
one of them will be right; but if otherways, I can 
see no reason for putting he fsic] who has done his 
duty and those who have not on a foot ; as to the 
other gentlemen that have applied to you, I do not 
know anything of their personal qualifications, except 
Mr. Francis, who is allowed to be a man of tallents; 
as to Mr. Andrew Stewart, I should think it wrong to 
take him into the Council when Monkton (very pro- 
perly) is refused. I owne I think, if the nomination 
had been made as in all other cases by the executive 
power, not a branch of the legislature, it would have’ 
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prevented the disputing on names this day, which can 
never please the persons concerned ; the only name that 
will not succeed and probably have many names will he 
Monkton; perhaps the Scotch may make a party for 
Andrew Stewart.* 


General Monckton had distinguished himself in the West Indies 
by commanding the land forces at the capture of Martinique in 
1762. On the 11th of June, at a very numerous meeting of the 
proprietors of East India stock, Governor Johnstone moved “ That 
“ it bo recommended to the Court of Directors forthwith to appoint 
“ Governor Monckton; Commander-in-Chief of the Company’s forces 
“ in India” and on the 18th of June an Address was presented to 
His Majesty, praying that ho “ would be graciously pleased to confer 
“ some mark of his royal favour upon the Hon. Lieut.-Gcneral 
“ Robert Monckton — either by a grant of lands in some of the 
“ islands in the W^est Indies which were ceded to His Majesty by 
“ tlio late treaty of peace (Peace of Paris), or in such other manner 
“ as His Majesty should think proper/* (‘Ann. Regist.,’ xvi. p. 117; 
compare Letter of June 12th.) 


Lettku 175 . 

Kow, JuiiG 10th, 177;3. 

Lord Nortu, — If a proof was wanting of the good- 
ness of your heart, your anxiety at the disappointment 
of Lieut.-General Monkton must for ever entitle you to 
a great share of that first of good qualities ; I am not 
wanting in compassion for the imprudence of that good- 
natured man, and am very ready to give him any 
reasonable assistance ; but I do not think myself in a 
situation to give such a royal present as you suggest. 
Should that be done, Sir Jeffry Amherst would come 


® Of Torrance, member for Renfrew- i. p. 34) as “ a gentleman of talents and 
sliii’e from 1774 to 1784. He is described “ honour, distinguished in the world of 
by Colonel Mure (Caldwell Papers, vol. lettei-a as well as of law and politics,” 
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with a like demand ; hut an idea suggests itself to me. 
It is Parliament that has with great propriety preferred 
Clavering to Monkton ; why cannot they in return, as 
a testimony of the services of the latter, recommend 
him to a grant of some of the unsold lands in the ceded 
islands ? his conquest of Martinique would he a sufficient 
grounds, and that would make it pai'ticular. Besides, 
he could then assist his children, who being unlawful 
are more proper to be public[ly] mentioned in a grant. 
You will see by this proposition how desirous I am to 
forward on all occasions your wishes, but my income 
cannot bear great drains, besides the door that it would 
open for other applications, and indeed Monkton ’s de- 
clining the handsome offer of the command in America 
is also against him. As to an Irish pension, after the 
wrangle about Dyson, I cannot approve of that; and 
indeed the pension on my sister, the Queen of Denmark, 
must be made out before I can think of giving one to 
any other person. 

I am certain Lord Rochford’s intelligence will jjrove 
true, not as a thing intended to be come to, but it may 
give room for delay, which is the sole object of the D. 
of Richmond. Should they really resign their Charter, 
it may occasion some difficulty ; btit in that case I should 
think the military ought to be taken quite out of the 
hands of a new Company, and the Supremo Council, 
wliich ought to have powers to controul the inferior 
Governments, and I fear, whilst the Company can carry 
on wars, they will ever encline from interested motives 
to it. 


Jeremiah Dyson, of Stoko, near Guildford, in Surrey, Secretary to 
the Treasury (1762-3), and a friend of Lord Bute. He died 
Sept. 16, 1776. “ Who,” said Flood, in the Irish House of Com- 

mons, in November, 1771, “docs not know Jeremiah Dyson, Esq.? 
“ We know little of him, indeed, otherwise than by his name 
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“ on the Pension List. There are others who know him by his 
“ actions. This is he who is endued with those happy talents that 
“ he has served every Administration, and served every one with 
“ equal success —a civil, pliable, good-natured gentleman, who will 
“ do what you will and say what you please — ^for payment.” In 
the ‘Memoirs of Lord Rockingham,’ vol. i. p. 306-310, a fall account 
may be read of Mr. Dyson. As, however, the sketch there drawn 
of him is not a captivating one, I will mention one good deed of the 
original’s, viz. his benevolence to Akenside. They had become 
acquainted in Edinburgh, where Dyson was studying law and 
Akenside physic, and they were probably attracted to each other 
by the circumstance that both, at that time at least, were Dissenters. 
“ Akenside,” Sfiys Dr. Johnson, in his Life of him, was (1749) “ at 
“ TiOndon known as a poet, but was still to make his way as a 
“ physician ; and would perhaps have been reduced to great exi- 
“ gcncics, but that Mr. Dyson, with an ardour of friendship that 
“ has not many examples, allowed him three hundred pounds a-year.” 
It is pleasant to record that Akenside, by his will dated 6th of 
December, 1767, left his “whole estate and effects of whatever 
“ kind ” to his friend Mr. Dyson. (P* (Junningham’s note to Johnson’s 
‘ Life of Akenside.’) The King has already mentioned Mr. Dyson’s 
acquaintance with ceremonial law. lie seems to have been the 
“ Lord Boyet ” of the Court. (Sco Letter 94.) 


LRTTliH 176 . 

Kew, June lltli, 1773. 33 min. pt. 7 a.m. 

Lord North, — I am much pleased at heariug that 
the East India Bill has passed this morning bv so great 
a majority, and trust that it will prove a remedy to 
some of the many evils, that, if not correeted, must 
soon totally prevent any possibility of preserving 
that great branch of commerce ; besides, it lays a 
foundation for a constant inspection from Parliament 
into the affairs of the Company, which must require 
a succession of regulations every year ; for new abuses 
will naturally be now daily coming to light, which, 
in the end. Parliament alone can in any degree check ; 
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fox t1ie Directors, from views of self-interest, must 
court tlieir servants who make rapid fortunes from 
the desire of remaining at the head of the Company. 
I suppose there can now he no doubt of the business 
in the House of Commons being totally finished, so 
that I may prorogue the Parliament on Saturday the 
26th of this month. 


According to ‘ J Parliamentary History/ xvii., the date of this 
letter should be June 10th. The next debate on the East India 
Regulation Bill was on June 17th. On the 10th the Bill was read 
a third time, — the majority for passing it was, in the Commons, 110 
(131 — 21) ; in the Lords, on a motion by the Duke of Richmond 
for a conference with the C.^ommons, 27 (39 — 12). A protest 
against the Bill was signed by the following members of the Upper 
House : — “ Richmond, Rockingham, Fitzwilliam, Portland, Milton, 
“ Devonshire, Ponsonby.” Parliament was not prorogued until 
July 1. 


Lkttku 177. 

Kew, June 12th, 1773. 

Lord North, — I return you the miimtcs of the East 
India Court of yesterday, which shews the Duke of 
Eichmond’s blackness, if it wanted any elucidation, and 
that his whole conduct is dictated by iijalevolence, not a 
desire of preventing the Company from any evils he 
might pretend to foresee ; but this will greatly delay 
the Session, for I suppose he will fight the Loan Bill 
through its several stages in the House of Lords, that, 
till the first week in July, Parliament cannot be pro- 
rogued. 

The strange conduct of the Court in nominating 
Lieiit.-General Monkton will, certainly, give a thorough 
reason for Parliament preventing Clavering becoming 
useless ; and the former, after the kindness expressed 
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towards him, will, if you speak to him, I trust, decline 
the nomination, so that Clavering can then on Monday 
be named by a short Act of Parliament, without an- 
other discussion on the merits of these two men ; and . 
I should think that a very good reason for the House 
of Commons to propose a grant out of the lands ceded 
by the Carrybs in St. Vincent’s for Lieut. -General 
Monkton’s services at Martinique. 


“ The Duke of Richmond’s blackness” consisted in his moving on 
the loth of Juno (‘East India Company’s Regulation Bill ’), “ That 
“ a conference be desired with the (.^ommons upon the subject- 
“ matter of the said Bill.” This was strongly opposed as an un- 
necessary application, and one that might lead into a tedious delay 
of the business. After a long d(.‘bate, the House divided : — (.^m- 
tents 1 2, Xon-Contents Jl). Other motions were then made by his 
Grace, the result of all which was “adjournment till Monday 
“ next.” (‘Bari. Hist.,’ vol. xvii. ji. 904.) 

The Black Caribbs of St. Vincent : — They were the descendants 
of a cargo of negroes, who, having been brought from Africa about 
^a century before, to be sold in the West Indies, had been ship- 
wrecked off the island, made their escape to shore, and established 
themselves among the native population, the Yelloiv (-^aribbs. The 
aborigines, a mild and timid race, yielded to the superior strength, 
stature, and intelligence of tht^se new-comers, and almost vanished 
before them. A colony of Erench adventurers next settled in St. 
Vincent, harmonized with these African (’aribbs, and were allowed 
by them to purchase and cultivate land. These races were in 
process of amalgamation with each otlier — the (hrib})8 adopting 
partially the religion and language of the French — wlien, by the 
treaty of Fontainebleau, the island was ceded to England. Thence- 
forward there was little good feeling between the white and black 
population. The French had, to their credit, always treated the 
Garibbs as proprietors of the soil; and the English Government, 
at the time of the cession, sent instructions that they should not be 
disturbed in their possessions, and that their territories should not 
be surveyed by the Commissioners for the Sale of Lands. 

Ihc English colonists, however, thought differently ; they mur- 
mured at the Caribbs occupying land which they sparsely tilled, 
and, in 1768, petitioned the Home Government to take from them 
a portion of their best territory, offering them lands in another part 
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0? tToie island, as well as some pecuniary compensation. The Ca- 
Tibl)B, liowever, who had learnt from their French friends to dis- 
trust and even dislike the English, refused to part with a foot of 
the land demanded from them. The Government now took a high 
hand ; oidered that the lands should bo surveyed, and roads carried 
through them. Tho blacks took the surveyors, their attendants, 
and the soldiers who had been sent to guard them, prisonci.s, but 
dismissed them unharmed on receiving a promise that the survey 
should be stayed until further orders were received from England. 

The English planters, with the honourable cx(!eption of Sir 
William Young, the First Commissioner for tho Sale of Lands in 
St. Vincent, sent homo very untavourablo accounts of tho Caribbs, 
and displayed an indecent avidity for appropriating tlieir teri’itory. 
1’Jioy described them as cruel, bold, crafty, and malignant, altliough 
they had so recently disj)laycd forbearance in dealing with the 
surveyors. They dwelt upon their attachment to tho Frencli in 
the neiglibouring island of Santa Lucia, and of tho danger of that 
attachment, in case of a rupture, then by no means im])roba]de, 
betAvecn England, France, and S])ain. ''J'Ikj}^ urged that these un- 
ruly blacks should bo shipped off to some desert part of Africa, or, 
at least, be compelled by force of aims to yield up wliat the peti- 
tioners coveted to have. There is no evidence of any misconduct 
on tho part of tho Caribbs justifying these demands. On the 
matter of cession, indeed, they I’emaincd intractable, and asserted 
their independence of France and England alike, although thoy 
confessed their preference for the former. 

On the 18th of April, 1772, two regiments were, by order of the 
Home Government, withdrawn from America, and sent to punish 
the contumacy of the Caribbs. They defended themselves with 
great resolution and skill, but were compelled to yield to the 
superior force brought against them. On their side, the English 
had little cause ' to boast of their victor}^ ; 1 50 men were killed or 
wounded by the blacks, and the climate made yet greater havoc in 
their ranks. (‘ Ann. hegister,* xvi. p. 89.) ThcvSC mutual sufferings, 
however, induced each party to make concessions. The deportation 
scheme was abandoned, tho English planters obtained tho lands 
they coveted so unrighteously, and the Caribbs were confirmed in 
tho possession of the unceded territory, and acknowledged tho sove- 
reignty of His Britannic Majesty. 

On tho assembling of Parliament in JSovember, 1772, Mr. T. 
Townshend brought the expedition of the preceding spring before 
tho Commons ; witnesses were examined at tho Bar of the House, 
much conflicting evidence was given, and three motions were made 
by Mr. Townshend, which, after a warm debate, and supported by 
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a respectable minority, were all finally negatived. For the “ Debate 
“ in the Commons 'on the Expedition against the Caribbs,” &c., 
see ‘ Pari. Hist.,* vol. xvii. p. 568 ; ‘Piet. Hist.,* George III., vol. i. 
p. 149 ; (Caldwell Papers, ii. pt. 2, p. 215). 


Lktter 178 . 

Kew, June 13th, 1773. 

Lord North, — I am much pleased at the conduct 
of Lieiit.-General Monkton, and hope you will soon 
settle his affair in St. Yincent/s. Mr. Rigby told me 
he had sent you word that he thought it would save 
much time if you would get the Lords, as an amend- 
ment to your .Bill for Regulations, to add, when they 
name Lieut.-General Clavering, a Counsellor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of all the Troops of the East India 
Company. Least [sic] this should not yet have reached 
you, I think it right to mention it, but am not clear 
•whether that or the short Act you proposed to me on 
Friday is best. 


Lettkr 179 . 

Kew, June Ntli, 1773. 2 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am infinitely pleased at the opening 
of the Budget having met with no opposition ; but am 
not surprised at it, for your abilities and integrity must 
meet with success. At the i*eview this morning I saw 
Clavering, who seems rather disheartened at the diffi- 
culties the India Company throw in his way ; but I 
answered him that I knew his j)robity, and that, when 
nothing is in view but doing right, all difficulties will 
with steadiness soon vanish. 


VOL. I. 
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In the ‘Parliamentary History,* xvii. p. 917, Lord North opens 
the Budget on the 16th of Juno. “No reply was made to his 
“ speech.** 


Letter 180 . 

Kew, July 3rd, 1773. 10 min. pt. 3 p.m. 

Lord North, — I return the warrant I have signed 
in favour of Mr. Cornwall, who, I trust, will now 
publickly support the measures of Administration as 
he did the East India Bill. I flatter myself everything 
will turn out to your satisfaction at Oxford, and that 
Lady North will be as well pleased as at Portsmouth. 


Mr. Cornewall’s speech, on the 15th of Juno, is reported in ‘ Pari. 
Hist.,* xvii., p. 922, 

The warrant may bo regarded as a royal condonation of Mr. 
Cornewall’s speeches and votes against the Eoyal Marriage Act in 
the preceding year. 

Charles A\'olfran Cornewall, Member for Grampound, the de- 
scendant of an ancient Herefordshire family, became a Lord of 
the Treasury in 1774. Lord Chatham says of him at this time* 
(‘ Correspond., vol. iv. p. 333), “ If ho accepts, Government makes a 
“ very valuable and accredited instrument of public business. Ilis 
“ character is respectable, and his manners and life amiable. Such 
“ men are not to be found every day.’* A fine figure, a dignified 
deportment, and a sonorous voice, recommended an easy, agreeable, 
and persuasive style of eloquence. He continued a junior Lord of 
the Treasury until 1780, when he was chosen Speaker of the House 
of Commons, which office ho held until 1784. Mr. Cornewall died 
Jan. 2, 1780. 

His Speakership is commemorated in the ‘ Rolliad * (p. 65, 21st 
ed.) : — 

‘ ^ There Cornewall sits, and, oh, unhappy fate ! 

Must sit for ever through the long debate. 

** Painful pre-eminence ! he hears, ’tis true. 

Fox, North, and Burke — but hears Sir Joseph too. 

** Like sad Prometheus fasten’d to his rock, 

‘‘ In vain he looks for pity to the clock. 

** In vain th’ effect of strengthening porter tries, 

And nods to Bellamy for fresh supplies.” 
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Letter 181. 

* St. James, July 17th, 1773. 10 miu, pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — I shall with great pleasure receive 
the second volume of the ^ Clarendon Papers/ and 
authorize you to give tlie liundred pounds to Mi\ 
Woide towards forwarding his publishing a new edition 
of La Croye’s Coptic Dictionary. 

On the death of Lord Tyrawley I have so arranged 
matters to be able to promote Lieut.-Colonel Burgoyne 
to the Lieut.-Colonelcy of the 14tli regiment of Dragoons 
in Ireland, which, dlS I know you interest yourself for 
him, gives me much pleasure. 


As the name of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne has already aj)- 
peared in these letters in relation to Indian affairs, and will soon 
bo found intimately connected with those of America, I insert at 
the date of his promotion a brief account of him. An illegitimate 
son of Lord Bingloy, his first advance in life was owing to a run- 
away match with a daughter of the Sari of Derby. (H. NN'alpolo to 
^Ilev. W. Mason, October 5, 1777.) Burgoyne distinguished himself 
in the war between Spain and Tortugal, 1702, and as candidate for 
Bros ton by expenditure so profuse as to attract notice even in an 
ago of general corruption. IIo was a bravo officer, though an un- 
fortunate general ; an effective speaker in Parliament, and a suc- 
cessful writer for the stage. II is ‘Maid of the Oaks,’ produced at 
Drury-Lane Theatre, November 5, 1774, was considered a “parti- 
“ cularly good comedy.” (Genest’s ‘ Account of the English Stage,’ 
vol. V. p. 442); and the same critic (vol. vi. p. ;)81) pronounces 
‘ The HeircKSS * (Drury-Lane, Jan. 14, 1781)) to bo “ the best comedy 
“ since the ‘ School for Scandal* ” — a verdict which posterity has not 
confirmed. Burgoyne was one of the authors of the ‘ llolliad.’ Ho 
died in Juno, 1792, and was buried in Westminster Abbey. — See 
Tom Taylor’s ‘Life of Sir Joshua Keynolds,’ ii. p. 82. One of the 
latest tributes paid to Burgoyne appeared in Gifford’s ‘ Baviad,’ 
1707. 
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Letter 182 . 

Kew, July 24th, 1773. 15 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am mucli pleased with the measures 
adopted by the Treasury for carrying into execution 
the Act relative to the gold coin. Though at first 
sight the making so great an allowance as six grains 
for the guineas of the late King seems too much, yet, as 
the Bank have till now received them on that foot, it 
might occasion much allarm if less deficiency was re- 
quired ; but in a few months this may, with prudence 
as well as justice, be fixed at a mojp reasonable, indeed 
half the deficiency now admitted. 

The Surveyor- Generafs Report very satisfactorily 
shews that the Crown has no right to the land called 
Suffolk Place. 

July 31. — At the request of the Lords of the Treasury, the Bank 
gave notice in tliis night’s ‘ Gazette ’ that any quantity of guineas, 
haK-guineas, and quarter-guineas (cut and deficcd agreeable to the 
Act), not less than fifty guineas in a parcel, will be taken in there 
on Monday, August 2, and every Monday, Wednesday, and Satur- • 
day till further notice, at the rate of 3l. 17 s, lO^d. per ounce. 

(‘ Ann. Reg.,’ xvi. p. 123.) 


Letter 183 . 

* Kew, July 30th, 1773. 

Lord North, — I shall with great pleasure receive 
from your mouth the particulars concerning the mis- 
tery that attends Mr. Darwin’s intended discovery of 
some great stroke meditated by France whenever a 
war shall again be commenced. If you are not parti- 
cularly engaged, I desire you will call here to-morrow 
at one.® 

^ Lord Brougham gives an extract from this letter, but affords no clue to 
Mr. Darwin’s discovery — neither can I. 
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Letter 184 . 

Kew, Aug. 29th, 1773. 39 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am much pleased at your entrusting 
me with the conversation Lord Rochford held with Mr. 
Robinson. Lord Suffolk has undoubtedly rather too 
pressingly twice asked the Garter, and has received for 
answer that he could not be surprised that I would not 
give him a promise, having had many previous appli- 
cations. You may rely on my not giving Lord Suffolk 
that order till I do it to his senior Secretary. 

P.S. — There will be Council of Wednesday, when 
the meeting of the Parliament ought to be fixed, if 
necessary, to be assembled before Christmas; but I 
hope that can be deferred till January. 

Parliament did not ro-assemblo until January 13, 1774. 


As tliis and several of the following letters relate to Irish affairs, 
‘ I introduce them with a brief sketch of the policy of England to- 
wards Ireland since 1767. With the Lord-Lieutenancy of Viscount 
Townshciid in the October of that year a new system, or, perhajos, 
a new theory of administration, was inaugurated. The former 
Lords- Justices were abolished ; the exclusive influence of the Irish 
oligarchy was thenceforward to be at first undermined and finally 
extinguished. Hitherto, three or four territorial grandees had 
commanded the votes of the Irish House of Commons. ^Vhon 
they agreed, they carried a majority on every question ; when they 
differed, all business was obstructed. These potentates, nearly as 
powerful and quite as venal as any that had ever swayed the 
Councils of Venice, were accustomed to stipulate with each new 
Lord-Lieu tenant, whose office was biennial, and whose residence, 
when ho resided at all,® was for six months only, the terms upon 
which they would carry the King's hminess through the Houses. 
These terms were naturally very favourable to the noble con- 
tractors. Court-favour, places, preferments secular and spiritual, 

* 17()5 ; Thomas Viscount Weymouth, L.L., did not come over. 1766 : William 
George Earl of Bristol, L.L., did not come over. 
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passed tliToiigli their hands, as a recompence for holdifig their de- 
pendants in political yassalage.® 

The primry object of Lord Townshend’s mission to Ireland was 
to brcab: np this system of governing. The choice of him for such 
a purpose was judicious. Ilo was firm, liberal of his own as well as 
of the public money,** genial in his disposition, and convivial in his 
habits. lie supported the demand for septennial Parliaments, for 
hitlierto the Parliaments of Ireland expired only at the demise of 
the sovereign — a change whieli the patriots of the time fondly 
imagined would be a cure for the gross and palpable venality prac- 
tised by the oligarchal clique and tlie Lords- Justices. The Septen- 
nial Bill was, indeed, tiansmuted by the English Parliament into 
an octennial one, yet tho King was addressed witli thanks for this 
concession, and tho Lord-Lieutenant’s coach was drawn to the Castle 
by an exulting people. Another Bill, for securing the independence 
of the judges, though it also was countenanced by Lord Townshend, 
proved less fortunate. Tho Irish Parliament resented some altera- 
tions in tho Bill by tho English Cabinet, and throw it out. 

But Tjord Townshend, at the first, succeeded only in part. The 
power of the oligarchy was bent but not broken. Tho channel 
of favour, instead of being restricted to a few rivulets, was now 
divided into numerous streams. Tho Lord-Lieutenant dispensed 
every boon, even down to clerkships in the Customs of 40Z. per 
annum. But tho new division of the spoil aflected materially the 
rovenuo of Ireland, and tho de230scd oligarchy were so happy as to 
have a national grievance to lament. Tho Octennial Bill raised tho 
price of boroughs. Small pensions seldom aro productive of the 
gratitude that may bo relied upon in Parliamentary divisions, and 
tho Ji’ish Commons became even more refractory than they had 
bcjen at times under the former regime. They resisted the claim 
of the English Council at Dublin to originate money-bills in tho 
Cabinet at London. 'I’hey throw them out, and denied tho Lord- 
Lieutenant tho privilege of protesting in their Journals against such 
rejection. Tho Upper House, indeed, was more compliant, and 
llis Excellency’s protest was recorded in its Journals. Only two 
Bills wm’e passed in the stonny session of 1709, On an amendment 
on tho Address at tlio opening of tho session, the Lord-Lieutenant 
obtained a majority. Yet his victory was doubtful ; his phalanx 
was neither stanch nor numerous ; and ho deferred further experi- 
ments until ho had conciliated or i)urchased more votes. 

"■ Lord Chesterfield, L.L. in 1745-47, vice-regal establishment, and his reign 
felt and deplored the evils of this system. of five yeara involved him in heavy debt. 

His official allowance of 1(>,000/. Ho was not replaced until November 

a-year far from sufficed to maintain the I 30, 1772. 
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During this administration the public debt of Ireland was 
seriously increased. The maintaining the English interest — the 
King's business — taxed the financial resources of the island. In 
February, 1771, Lord Townshend concealed the deficit; but in 
the following October he was compelled to ask for the means- of 
discharging the arrears weighing on his “ Majesty’s establishment.” 
He had now, indeed, secured for all occasions a majority in Parlia- 
ment, and on the first two days of the session 1771-2 he carried 
the question on seventeen diftbrent divisions. The remainder of 
his tenure of office passed without further opposition, though not 
without frequent remonstrance. His natural humanity softened as 
much as possible the rigours of the law against Papists, and by 
bigots of the Protestant party ho was charged with undue lenity 
to the ancient Church. 

Lord Harcourt succeeded Viscount Townshend in Novcmbei’, 
1772. He continued — there was little more to do, ojyus operatum 
erat — the system of his predecessor in maintaining the English in- 
terest, A good easy man, ho was generally content to obey the 
instructions he received from England, and, except in the matter 
of the Absentee Tax (Letter 185), made himself acceptable to his 
employers. How carefully he trod in the ways of Lord Townshend 
appears from a remark made in 1775, that “the Parliament of 
“ Ireland was then as obsequious as that of Great Britain.” Ho 
governed, indeed, for nearly twelve months without calling I’arlia- 
ment together. 

The King, it will appear by several of his letters on Irish affairs, 
did not extend to the “ sister-island ” the benevolence he felt to- 
wards such of his British subjects as agreed with him in opinion. 
Ho demurs at every concession jiroj^osed for the trade of Ireland ; 
says that the Corporation of Dublin is made of the same stuff as 
the Livery of London ; will create no more Irish marquises, &c. &c. 


Letter 185 . 

Kew, Oct. 19, 1773. 58 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — Nothing can be more judicious than 
your collecting the sentiments of the Cabinet previous 
to returning any answer to the extraordinary manifesto 
of which you have sent me a copy. I was rather sur- 
prised at finding Lord Ossory’s name to it ; no one can 
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Out WJB OOndnct is Dot cslculsted to dissuade but to 
revolt, and will in all probability be laid with your 
answer before the public. 


In the summer of this year was brought forward a measure by 
the Qoyemment in the Irish House of Commons— a tax upon Ab- 
sentees — an imaginary panacea from time to time for the ills of 
Ireland. A very general resistance to this proposal was offered by 
the Irish landowners, being English landowners also. A letter 
s\g,ned “ Devonshire, hockingham, Bessborough, Milton, and Upper 
‘‘ Ossori/,” was in consequence addressed to Lord North remon- 
strating against the measure. This letter, dated “ October is 

printed by Lord Albemarle in the ‘ Memoirs of Lord Kockingham,’ 
vol. ii. p. 227 — togeiher with a few other letters, “selected from a 
“ bulky correspondence on the proposed tax,’' pp. 228-234. Lord 
llockingbain writes to Mr. Dowdeswcll, — “November 30th, 1773: 

“ Yesterday afternoon an account came from Ireland that the 
“ Absentee Bill was rejected after a debate till two o’clock in the 
“ morning.” Tlie majority were 122 against the measure and 
102 for it. The majority, as stated in the ‘Memoirs of Kockingham,’ . 
is either a misprint or a misunderstanding of the noble Marquis. 

“ Tjord TIarcourt,” according to Mr. Plowdcn (‘ Hist, of Ireland,’ ' 
vol. ii. p. 108), “ had the exclusive merit of having proposed an 
“ Absentee Tax to be paid by all persons who should not actually 
“ reside in that kingdom for the space of six months in each year. 

“ It was not made a Government question, and most of the servants 
“ of the Crown voted against it. Considering the powerful interest 
“ made against the tax by the most considerable landowners on 
“ both sides of the water, the small majority by which it was 
“ rejected is rather to bo wondered at.” For Lord Chatham’s 
opinion on the Absentee-tax, see his Correspondence, iv. p. 305. 


Letter 186 . 

Kew, Oct. 22nd, 1773. 46 min. pt. 8 a.in. 

Lord North, — I return signed the two letters to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland for the reunion of the Boards 
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of Customs and Excise, and for pensioning the dis- 
missed members. I am much pleased with the answer 
to the strange letter from the five noblemen; it is 
candid, and at the same time void of compliments, 
which their manifesto could not have deserved,* , 


Letter 187. 

Kew, Oct. 31st, 1773. 42 min. pt. G p.m. 

Lord NoR'nr, — The hearing of Sir Robert Ladbroke’s 
death gives me infinite concern, as it opens a seat in 
Parliament for the City ; if Alderman Bull can be with 
success (^posed, I should think it eligible ; but if that 
is not pretty certain, it is best not to interfere. I 
hope some proper man will be got into the Court of 
Aldermen. 


Sir Eobert Ladbroke, Alderman of Bridge Ward Without, and a 
Member for the City, died on the 31st of October. (‘ Ann. Register,’ 
xvi. p. 175.) 

There was at this time much discussion in the “ Court of Alder- 
“ men.” Mr. AYilkes, in a public paper, stigmatised the conduct of 
tlio Lord Mayor (Townshend) as violent, tyrannical, and negligent 
of public business, lie was called to account for his language by 
the Court, but he reiterated and gloried in the charge, and added 
to his former accusiitions — “ partiality and cruelty.” AVilkcs was 
a candidate for the Mayoralty, but Alderman Frederic Bull was pre- 
• ferrcd to him, and the vote of thanks to the outgoing Lord Mayor 
was accompanied by a motion for censure on his libeller, which 
was however withdrawn on the intercession of Alderman Townshend 
himself. (Adolphus, vol. ii. p. 11.) 


* .See iiuio to 2)rcct;dijig letter. 
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Letter 188. 

Queen’s House, Hov. 4th, 1773. 

46 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord North, — It is melancholy to find so little public 
virtue remaining in this country ; it is to the want of 
that, not to the strength of faction, that I forhode no 
hopes of restoring that order which alone can preserve 
this constitution ; but men seem to think, provided they 
do not join in tumult, that they do their duty, and 
that an indolent indifference is not worthy of blame ; 
indeed Mr. Long and Mr. Payne appear of this mould, 
for, when they are told they would succeed, a grain of 
love of decency, without the strong incentative of that 
to their country, ought to call them forth. I hope Mr. 
Beachcraft and Mr. Peckham are not so coldf^members 
of society ; I am sure the merchants of London are as 
much interested in restoring order in the City as any 
members of the community, and therefore their private 
interests, which generally they do not omit, should mako 
them particularly desirous of being useful. 


Tho King writes Beaclicraft, but it should probably bo Beareroft. 
When Sergeant Glynn was appointed Eccorder of London, in the 
room of Sir James Eyro who was made a Baron of the Exchequer, 
Ml-. Beareroft opposed him and failed by only a single vote (13 — 12), 
November 17, 1773. Mr. Beareroft was one of Mr. Eoberts’s scru- 
tineoi-s in tho following month, after tho return of Alderman 
Bull for tho City, December 4. See Letter 106. (‘ Ann. Eeg.,’ xvi. 
p. 164.) 


Letter 189. 

Kew, Nov. 5th, 1773. 30 min, pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — The having elected a reputable mer- 
chant as Alderman of Coleman Ward gives hopes that. 
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if there is attention to find proper persons to stand for 
the vacancies that will happen in the Court of Aider- 
men, that by degrees the Magistrates of the City will 
become again respectable. I hope to hear Mr. Payne 
yet consent to stand for the City, if there is any degree 
of certainty that he will succeed. 

The letter from Ireland rather shows Opposition not 
unwilling to begin their attack. I should think Mr. 
Blaquierc’s notification of the intention to reunite the 
Boards rather irregular, but in these days keeping to 
the matter before the House is hut little practiced. 


^ Letter 190 . 

Kew, Nov. 8th, 1773. 40 min. pt. 8 p.m, 

Lord North, — Undoubtedly the letter from Lord 
Harcourt® is much more promising than any account as 
yet leceived from Ireland. I wish the latter part of it 
on. the Absentee Tax appeared to me in the same light 
it docs to you. 

Nothing can be more explicit nor honorable than 
the Duke of Chandos’s** conduct, but it does not surprise 
me, as I have long known [him] to be a man of sense 
and uprightness. 


Letter 191 . 

Kew, Nov. 12th, 1773. 8 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — The hearing that an eminent mer- 
chant' has declared himself a candidate for the City of 


* Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland from 
Nov. 1772 to 1777. 

^ ‘'James, the third and last Duke 
“ of Chandos, at this time Lord-Lieu- 
'I tenant of the county of Hants. In 
177.3 he was appointed Lord Steward 


" of the Household, and died without 
I " male issue in 1 789.” — (Note in * Chat- 
ham Correspond.,’ vol. iv. p. 22G.) 

Mr. Roberts, formerly a Director of 
the East India Company. 
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London gives me much pleasure, and I trust, as the 
delay has undoubtedly proved advantageous to the Lord 
Mayor,* that it will redouble the zeal and activity of the 
body of merchants that the contest may be crowned 
with success. 


Lktter 192 . 


Queen’s House, Nov. 18th, 1773, 

Lord North, — I have very carefully examined the 
two letters from Lord Ilarcourt. If I did not think him 
too honest wilftdly to have mistaken your correspond- 
ence on the Absentee Tax, I should not have been at a loss 
for the reason of his stating this matter so differently ; 
but I cannot attribute Mr. Blaquiere’s proposing this tax 
to mistake, for ho knew from your own mouth that if 
any independent gentleman proposed this measure, pro- 
vided everything required was granted, that, this tax 
making part of the supply, it would not be sufficient 
reason to risk the putting the revenue on a firm basis 
by rejecting this tax ; but the Secretary has recom- 
mended the measure as his favourite idea. I desire, 
least [sic] from a measure yielded to on strong con- 
cessions, it should not bo deemed favourite measure of 
this side of the water, you will write again concerning 
it to the Lord-Lieutenant, and, if possible, prevent 
its coming over; if that cannot be effected, at least 
make him recollect that without the whole plan is 
addopted [sic] in Ireland this tax will be rejected here ; 
and a word at the end of the letter that, as the Lord- 
Lieutenant does not mean to attempt to influence the 


* Aldernmu Bull. Sjpe note on Letter 19B. 
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House of Commons, it is expected he will not attempt 
to influence the Privy Council of Ireland. 

I am much pleased with the favorable account of the 
meeting last night ; if the merchants are zealous I think 
Mr. Roberts, though with disadvantages from so late 
standing forth, may succeed in representing the City. 

I have Colonel Monson in my eye, and you may 
depend his going to India will not place him in a more 
distant situation than he would otherwise have been for 
a regiment ; the present occasion would not suit, for 
liis own delicacy has pointed out to him that it would 
appear interested if he did not on succeeding relinquish 
going to India, and instantly join his regiment ; indeed 
he has wrote Lord Barrington word that if ho suc- 
ceeded he should thus conduct himself 


Letter 193, 

^ Kew, Nov. 23rd, 1773. 2 min. pt. 1 p.m. 

Lord North, — The Castle having succeeded in re- 
ducing the grants for private jobs from 67,000f to 
34,000f is gaining very material. No step has been 
taken at least favourable to an Absentee Tax, or it 
would have been mentioned in the Lord-Lieutenant’s 
letter ; and I trust you wrote last week in answer to the 
one you then received, which will I trust prevent the 
taking any active support of the measure. 


Letter 194. 

Kew, Nov. 23rd, 1773. 40 min. pt. .3 p.m. 

Lord North, — I cannot one instant delay communi- 
cating to you the contents of the letters transmitted 
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from Ireland, as yon will see by Mr. Blaquiere’s letter 
to Lord Rochford that the Absentee Tax will probably 
pass, and they do not mean to toutch [sic] on the corn 
bounty till after Christmas. This totally changes the 
proposition ; the Absentee Tax is to be returned from 
hence, consequently without removing what alone in- 
duces Administration to support otherways a very ob- 
jectionable tax ; there is a duplicity in this conduct very 
offensive to my way of thinking. As you probably 
answer Lord Ilarcourt’s letter this night, I thought it 
right to let you know that they arc in Ireland in my 
opiiiion totally defeating this measure that now seems 
to be meeting with friends on that side of the water. 


Lbttek 195 . 

Kew, Nov. 24tb, 1773. 28 min. pt. Sam. 

Lord North, — It is impossible to have wrote more 
candidly and ably than your letter to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant ; it perfectly conveys the point in which I view 
the Absentee Tax ; I do not think the first Commis- 
sioner of the Treasury can lose this political question 
in the Privy Council; for if the regulation of the 
bounty on corn does not accompany it, or the Absentee 
Tax be in a separate Bill from the old additional duties, 
and thus postponed till after Christmas, you must your- 
self oppose this tax and risk even the additional duties 
being passed rather than consent to this measure, which 
without its proper accompaniment cannot be supported, 
nay, ought not. 
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Letter 196 . 

Queen’s House, Nov. 28th, 1773. 

Lord North, — I return the letter just received from 
you of Lord Harcourt, as well as the one you sent me 
last night. I fear the Absentee Tax will pass the Irish 
Commons; but if the Lord-Lieutenant is neuter when 
brought before the Irish Privy Council, I trust it will 
be rejected ; but should it not, the coming unattended 
by the alteration of the corn bounty makes the rejecting 
it here not only agreeable to your declaration, but indeed 
absolutely necessary. Your letter on Tuesday was so 
full that I do not see there [is] call for any answer. 
Considering all things, the poll yesterday was very 
favourable. Mr. Robinson was very exact in sending 
me the account early the last evening. I trust he will 
continue doing so while the poll lasts. 

“ This day, November 27, came on at Guildhall the election of a 
representative in Parliament for this city in the room of Sir Bohert 
“ Ladbroke, knight, deceased. The candidates were Mr. Alderman 
“ Bull (the present Lord Mayor) and Mr. BohertSy formerly a Director 
“ of the East India Company. Upon the show of hands the majority 
“ was for Alderman Bull, and accordingly the sheriffs declared that 
“ the election was in his favour. But the friends of Mr. Koberts 
“ having demanded a poll, books were opened for that purpose.*' 

On the 4th of December Mr. Bull was elected by a majority of 
214. ‘Ann. Register, * 1773, pp. 149, 151. 


Letter 197 * 

Queen’s House, Dec. 24th, 1773. 

40 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — Had it not stood in your letter of this 
day that you should be ready to come at any time 
agre^ble, which I understood as a desire of its being at 
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an early period, I sliould not have thought of fixing 
this evening. I desire you will not, on account of what 
I wrote, come an hour sooner to town than you would 
otherwiiys do. I have put the notes and cash of my 
late mother together, so that, if you wish it to be 
delivered to Mr. Martin immediately, I can send it to 
Mr. Robinson, on hearing from you, with a list of 
them. 

As Renolds is the housekeeper at Carlton House, I 
will take care that everything shall he attended to 
there till I see you next, when I will give my final 
directions. 

The giving the furniture of the coffee-room to Mr. 
Duile and the kitchen furniture to the cooks is very 
proper. I think I have here answered all the memo- 
randums. 

I return to you the charts which you sent this 
morning. 


See note on Letter 120 for the provision made for the servants of 
the late I’rincoss Dowager of W ales. 

The sale of the jewels, trinkets, plate, chi Jia, &e., belonging to this 
Princess took place on the 3rd of the preceding February. ‘ Ann. 
J?eg.,’ xvi. p. 73. 


Lettke 198 . 

Queen’s House, Dec. 28th, 1773. 

47 min. pt. 3 p.in. 

Lord North, — I desire you will intimate to Lord 
Guildford that the Queen will direct Lord Delawarr to 
appoint him to attend her at twelve to-morrow, which 
will enable him to he presented the same day at my 
levee. You hinted his wishing to have an aiidience of 
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me ; this he may ask after the levee to-morrow, which 
will I trust he the means of giving him the least 
fatigue. 


Lord Guildford, father of Lord North, was appointed by the 
Queen to bo her Majesty’s Treasurer and Receiver-General in the 
room of Andrew Stone, Esq., deceased. ‘ Ann. Register,* 1773, 
vol. xvi. p. 154. 


Lrttkr 191). 


Queen’s House, Dec. .'list, 1773. 

2 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — The letter you have wrote this day 
to Lord Ilarcourt so fully conveys my sentiments on 
the captious jealousy manifested by the Irish House of 
Commons in starting at the alterations made in the 
Tontine and Stamp Bills, which consist in nothing but 
making their own ideas intelligible, for no change is 
made as to the quantum or mode of levying the taxes. 
I hope soon to hear that the affair of the coin “ is settled, 
that the Speech may be drawn up. 


Letter 200. 

Queen’s Rpuvso, Jan. 10th, 1774. 

8 min. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North,— -It will be proper for you to answer 
the Duke of Gloucester’s note, that you may mention 
that you had deferred writing untill you had obtained 
my leave to attend him, as you could not otherway s. 


VOL. I. 


* See iit»to on Letter 182. 
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I know your prudence too well to think it necessary 
to hint that, in the Duke’s situation, and the political 
line he has now taken, the hearing what he has to 
say, and replying as little as possible, is the only safe 
path. 


The Duke of Gloucester’s note probably referred to money- 
matters, and contained a request for an increased allowance. 1 
do not know what political line the Duke was taking at this parti- 
cular moment; but he voted in the minority, 17th .luiie, on the 
Quebec Dill — Letter note “ ® ” — and we shall find his brother- 

exile from Court, the Duke of Cumberland, voting in 1775 against 
Government. 


Letter 201. 

Queeu’s House, Jan. 14th, 1774. 

Loud North,— Tt is always a pleasant appearance at 
tlie o})ening of a session to have the first day conclude 
without debate. I shall appoint lialf hour past two on 
Saturday for receiving the House of Commons. 


When Parliament re-assemblcd on the day preceding the date 
of this letter, the King’s Speech observed a profound silence on 
Colonial affairs, yet the ministers must have been aware of the 
agitated condition of New England, although the startling intel- 
ligence from Poston had not yet reached them. ^Flic session opened 
much later than was common at that time ; the King said that the 
unusual length of the preceding session had made him desirous of 
giving members as long a recess as the public business would allow. 
The Addresses in each House were voted after little or no debate. 
— See Letter of March 7th ; and, for an account of the quiet opening 
of the session, Lord Mahon, v. p. 329. 
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Lkttru 202. 

* Queen's House, Jan. 17th, 1774. 

55 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am sorry Lord Dartmouth declines 
the offer that has been made to him. Your shewing 
him my note was very proper, as it contained nothing 
but my sentiments with regard to him. I wish you 
could call here, either previous to seeing Mr. Frances, 
or that you would see him so early as to call here still 
within a reasonable hour ; I mean by that, ten this 
evening. 

By a note I have received from Lord Rochford, I 
know what Mr. Frances has to propose to you; it is, 
that orders may be immediately sent to Mr. Harris to 
return to Madrid, u 2 )on which the Spanish Ambassador 
will communicate his fresh instructions ; if this is not 
comj^lied with, he is to threaten war. I could not help 
answering Lord Rochford that I thought this a very 
absurd proposition; for that, as the Secretary is re- 
called, we ought to know whether we shall have such 
terms as we can accept, for otherways w.e shall be to- 
morrow ordering him to return, and in less than two 
days perhaps anew directing him to come home. 


L UTTER 203. 

Queen’s Uouse, Jan. 25th, 1774. 

34 min. pt. 0 p.in. 

Lord North, — The account of the Ballot gives me 
much satisfaction, and has been much increased from 


• James Harris (afterwards Sir James and Lord and Earl of Malmesbury), 
Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of Spain since Feb. 22, 1771. 



_ rgg TBiai>-s 

but Me W 

w»^ i desire 70U wi/i now have thk rictory pushed 
as far as it will go bj carrying every question to the 
Ballot that seems necessary, particularly the one re- 
\atiiig to the Commander-in-Cbief ought to be agitated 
as soon as possible. 


Lrtter 204. 

* Queen’s House, Feb. 4th, 1774. 

40 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — Since you left me tliis day, I have 
seen Lieutenant-General Gage, who came to express 
liis readiness, though so lately come from America, to 
return at a day’s notice, if the conduct of the Colonies 
should induce the directing coercive measures. ITis 
language was very consonant to his character of an 
honest determined man. He says they will be lyons, 
whilst we are lambs ; but, if we take the resolute part, 
they will undoubtedly prove very meek. He thinks 
the four regiments intended to relieve as many regi- 
ments in America, if sent to Boston, are sufEcient to 
prevent any disturbance. I wish you would see him, 
and hear his ideas as to the mode of compelling Boston 
to submit to whatever may be thought necessary ; 
indeed, all men seem now to feel that the %,tal com- 
pliance in 17G6 lias encouraged the Americans annually 
to encrease in their pretensions to that thorough inde- 
pendency which one state has of another, but which is 
quite subversive of the obedience which a colony owes 
to its mother country. 

General Gage was not the only person who at the time mis- 
understood tlie American people and the gravity of the question 
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at issue. — See Governor Hutchinson’s opinion on these subjects 
(Letter 240). There was indeed a general disposition in England 
to undervalue and contemn the colonists, and it was inflamed by 
the public journals, by the pamphlets of the day, and i]i the clubs. 
Doubts were expressed, or affected, whether the Americans pos- 
sessed the same personal courage as the English.— See Introduc- 
tion, and ‘Pari. Hist.,’ xviii. p. 22(3-446, for the Earl of Sand- 
wich’s speeches in the Ijords, and for those of Colonel Grant in the 
Commons, 1775 ; Washington’s Writings, ii. p. 406 ; Lord Malu)n’s 
Hist., vi. p. 10-11. 

“ The fatal compliance in 1766” was the repeal of the Stiimj) Act 
by the Eoekingliam Ministry. Burke terms this compliance “an 
“ event that caused more universjil joy throngljout the British 
“ dominions thuTi perhaps any other that can be renienibered.” 

On the 2nd of February \\ alpole writes to Mann : — “ We have no 
“ news public or private ; but there is an ostvich-egg laid in Ame- 
“ rica, whcjo the Bostonians have canted tlnee hundred cJiests(»r ten 
“ into the ocean, for they will not drink t(?a with our Parliament. 
“ . . . . Lord ( liatham talked of conquering America in (humany ; 
“ 1 believe England will be conquered some day in Kow JOngland 
“ or Bengal.” 


Letter 205 . 

Queen’s House, Feb. 9th, 1774. 

55 min. i>t. 8 jLUi. 

Lord North, — I am miicli jiJoascd witJi the account 
of the Court of Uii’ectors having tliis clay appointed 
Lieutenant-General Clavering Commander-in-Chief, 
agreably to the recommendation of the General Court 
of Proprietors. This looks as if they were to a degree 
coming to their senses, .and as if they will not be for- 
ward in proposing unpleasant measures. The changing 
the candidate for Worcester from Mr. Geo. Rous to 
Captain Lechemere seems very jjroper ; and I trust the 
valiant Welsh knight will come back without any other 
advantage than the huzzas of the Worcester mob. 
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Letter 206 . 

♦Queen’s House, Feb. 11th, 1774. 

Lord North, — The hearing Colonel Monson’s ap- 
pointment has been carried by so great a majority 
gives me infinite satisfaction, as his disinterested con- 
duct in India gave him a just claim to so honorable a 
support. 

Till the receipt of the Minutes of the House of Com- 
mon.s, I had not heard of the extreme insolent letter 
to the Speaker in this day’s ‘Publick Advertiser;’ and 
though I think, from the call of the House being on 
Tuesday, that there is but om man that can have 
framed that piece of insolence, yet I do not see how the 
House could avoid taking notice of it, as the tdiole 
House seem zealous on this occasion. I trust, if the 
steps are well considered, that it may end with that 
proper firmness that, now it has necessarily called the 
House forth, the atrociousness of the offence requires. 


On the 25th of February the following appointments were made : 
— Colonel Eobert Gordon to be Commander-in-Chief of the East 
India Company's forces at Bombay ; General John Clavering, Com- 
mandcr-in-Chief of the East India Company’s forces in India ; the 
Hon. Colonel George Monson, Commander-in-Chief of the East 
India Company’s forces in India, in case of General Clavering’s 
becoming Governor-General of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. — ‘London 
Gazette,’ February, 1774. 

“ By the new Parliamentary authority Mr. Hastings was ap- 
“ pointed Governor-General, and General Clavering, Colonel Mon- 
“ son, IVIr. Barwcll, and Mr. Francis, the Members of Council, not 
“ reniovcable, except by the King, upon representation made by the 
“ Court of Directors, during the period assigned in the Act.” — 
Mill, ‘Hist, of Brit. India,’ iii. p. 515. 

Clavering, Monson, and Francis arrived at Calcutta on the 19th 
of October. — Mill, ib., pp. 572, 584. 
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Letter 207 . 

* Queen's House, Feb. 13th, 1774. 

Lord Nor'I'h, — I am glad the printer is committed* 
to the custody of the Serjeant-at-Arms, and that he has 
confessed Mr. Horne to be the person that delivered 
the paper to him, who, in consequence, is ordered to 
attend the House of Commons on Wednesday. Now 
that this affair has come forward, tlie House must with 
spirit proceed. The half-measures taken on the former 
occasion liave certainly taken off the dread that used 
very necessarily to be had of offending that House, and 
therefore makes a due degree of severity absolutely 
incumbent on the House to inflict on the author and 
also on the printer. 


This and the preceding letter, and the 209th and 210th, refer to 
the proceedings taken against i I onry Sampson W oodfall, the printer 
of the ‘Puhlic Advertiser,’ and the Itev. John Horne, the one for 
publishing, and the oilier for writing, in that journal, a letter signed 
‘ Strike, but Hear,’ in which the Speaker of the House of Commons 
was taxed with injustice and pai'tiality. This letter arose out of a 
petition and counter-petition on an Inclosure Bill presented by Sir 
Edward Astlcy, and opposed by Mr. William Tooke. 

The Sjjeaker complained of this accusation to the House; and, 
having obtained the testimony of Sir Edward Astley, who presented 
both petitions, of Alderman Sawbridge, Colonel Jennings, and Sir 
John Turner, in hivour of his conduct on the particular occasion, 
declared himself satisfied, and expressed his disregard of the state- 
ments in the letter, 

Mr. Herbert moved to bring the libel before the House. Sir 
J oseph Mawbey thought that the writer’s intention was to injure 
the liberty of the press, and to set the King and the City at vari- 
ance ; he therefore wished the House to abstain from noticing the 
libel, and to leave the Speaker for redress to the ordinary Courts of 
Law. Mr. Charles Fox, agreeing with Sir Joseph as to the writer’s 


' “He was only ordered to attend the House on the 14th.”— Lord Brougham, 
ib. p. 84. 
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differed from his conclusion. “ No man of sense ” he 
said, “could "believe the allegations in the libel; but was any 
“ member, much less the Speaker, to be grossly assailed, and left to 
“ a lawsuit for his remedy ? It would bo no loss absurd for the 
“ House to appeal to an inferior Court, than for the Court of King’s 
“ Bench to apply for protection to the Court of Common Pleas.” 
After a debate of some length the letter was unanimously voted to 
bo a libel, and the printer was ordered to attend. 

On his interrogatory, Mr. Woodfall declared the Eev. J. Horne 
the author of the ‘Strike, but Hejir.’ He was then taken into the 
custody of the Serjeant at-Arms, but discharged on his own petition 
and expression of “regret.” Mr. Horne was next brought before the 
House, after some demurs relative to the correctness of his name 
and designation in the summons. 

One of the objections was the designating of him as the Reverend, 
since Mr, Horne had recently, so far as ho could, laid down his 
clerical character, thrown up his living at Brentwood, entered his 
name as a student in the Inner Temple, and ostentatiously wore 
a particoloured raiment. Ho extricated himself dexterously, and, 
under the circumstances, decently also, from the accusation. Mr. 
Woodfall’s declaration was not admitted in evidence; ho pleaded 
“Not Guilty,” as ho might have done in any other Court; and, after 
much embarrassment on the part of the House, he was discharged. 
For a full account of this matter, see Stephen’s ‘Life of Horne • 
Tooke’ (he had not at this time taken his second name), vol. i. 
p. 422. Mr. Adolphus indeed terms the “account of this transaction 
“ lively, but, in many respects, incorrect.” — ‘ Hist.,’ hi. p. 54, note ; 
comp. Lord Mahon, v. p. 329; Hughes’s ‘Hist, of England,* ii. 

p. 100. 

W alpole, on the 14th February, thus describes to Mann the busi- 
ness then before either House of Parliament, regarding it in each 
case as mere pastiim? in comparison with the business that was 
coming on in a few days : — 

“ The House of Lords is busy on the question of literary property, 

“ a question that lies between the integrity of Scotch authors and * 
“ English booksellers. I'lio other House has got into a new scrape 
“ with the City and printers, which I suppose will end to the de- 
“ triment of the press. The ministers have a much tougher busi- 
“ ness on their hands, in which even their factotum, the Parliament, 

“ may not be able to ensure success — I mean the rupture with 
“ America,” 
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Letter 208. 

Queen’s House, Feb. 15th, 1774. 

4 jjjiin. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — Though the annual motions of Sir 
George Saville and Mr. Sawbridgo are thoroughly 
threadbare, I did not expect the House could at so early 
an hour have dispatched them. It gives good hopes 
that the one on Friday will also not last very long. 
The. more I consider of it, the more it has the air of 
coming from a weak friend to the Bill ; for the framer 
of the Bill alone begged it might have a trial of seven 
years, and owned that, till it had stood tlie tost of the 
multitude of petitions presented after a general election, 
it did not deserve to be perpetual ; and now, without 
the least shaddow of reason, it is i)roposcd to be de- 
serving of perpetuity before the period when its efficacy 
is to be tried is arrived ; I think, therefore, every candid 
man must be for deferring the consideration of this 
proposal. 


“ Tho annual motion of Sir Gcorgo Savillo ” [Savile] was on tho 
subject of the Middlesex election — majority for Ministers, 59 (206 — 
147); that of “Mr. Sawbridgo” was for shortening tho duration of 
Parliaments — majority for Ministers, 127 {221 — 94); “tho Bill” is 
George Grenville’s ‘ Controverted Election Act,’ and it required no 
further trial, since it was working well. — See note on Letter 211. 


Letter 209. 

♦♦Queen’s House, Feb. ICth, 1774. 

1 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — The House of Commons could not do 
less than order Mr. Horne to be taken into the custody of 
the Serjeant-at-Arms for his contempt in not appearing 
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this day, agreable to the summons of that House. If 
my information is true that he wrote to the Clerk of 
the House for information whether the summons re- 
garded him, he Slaving quitted his profession, it greatly 
agravates the contempt. By what I heard this day of 
the transaction of Monday, I am greatly incensed at the 
presumj)tion of Charles Fox in obliging you to vote 
with him tliat night, but approve much of your making 
your friends vote in the majority ; indeed, that young 
man‘ has so thoroughly cast off every principle of 
common honour and honesty that he must become as 
contemptible as he is odious ; and I hope you will let 
him know you are not insensible of his conduct towards 
you. 

Tho King Inid conceived a personal dislike to Mr. Fox on account 
of his opposition to tho Koyal Marriage Bill in 1772. He now 
displays his grudge in this comment on Fox’s conduct with respect 
to tho committal of Woodfall tho printer for a breach of privilege. 

Tho first rupture between Mr. Fox and Lord Korth took place 
early in 1772. “On the 20th of February in that year, Mr. Fox, 
“ being then in his 2;Jrd year, resigned his seat at tho Admiralty 
“ Board. Ilis resignation was due partly to some j^ersonal discontent 
“ witli Lord Korth, but chiefly to his intention of opposing the Boyal 
“ Marriage Act, a measure then in preparation (see Ijetters 110 foil.), 
“ but reluctantly adopted by his Ministers. But this breach was not 
“ of long duration, for in December of tho same year (1772) an 
“ arrangement was made by which Mr. Fox returned to office and 
“ became a Junior Lord of tho Treasury. In 1774, February 24, he 
“ put an end to his connection with Lord North, went into Opposi- 
“ tion, and began to act with tho Kockingham party, though he did 
“ not formally join it till 1778 or ’79. His independent political 
“ career, after ho had broken through his original party ties, may be 
“ considered as commencing from 1774, when he was in his 25th 
“ year.” — ^From Sir G. C. Lewis’s ‘ Administrations of Great Bri- 
tain,’ pp. 9, 10. 

It is said that Fox’s dismissal from the Treasury was conveyed to 
him by Lord North in tho following laconic note : — 

“Sir, — His Majesty has thought proper to order a new Com- 
“ mission of Treasury to bo made out, in which I do not see your 
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“name. — North.’* — Earl EussoU’s ‘Life and Times of C. J. Fox, 
vol. i. p. 38. 

Horace Walpole, speaking of Lord North, says (‘ Correspond, 
vol. i. p. 101), — “ With his usual hurry after indolence, ho turned 
“ out Charles Fox, as a threat to those who might incline to desert, 
“ hut without effect ; ” and, writing on the 23rd — 24th February to 
Mann, says (F.S., 24th), — “The famous Charles Fox was this 
“ morning turned out of his place of Lord of the Treasury for great 
“ flippancies in the House towards North. His parts will now have 
“ a full opportunity of showing whether they can balance his 
“ character, or whether patriotism can whitewash it.” Comp. Lord 
Mahon, v. p. 330. 

JcnkinsoTi, and the Secretaries of the Treasury, Onslow, Charles 
Townshend, and Dyson, voted in the majority against Lord North. 


Lettkr 210. 

* * Queen’s House, Feb. 17th, 1774. 

55 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — It is ratlier surprising to me that 
Mr. Horne” has been decent and submissive. If to- 
morrow no charge can regularly be brought against 
him, I trust tlic House will make the printer feel its 
resentment ; for, if he cscaj)es easily, the Press will 
grow more insolent, and the week spent on this busi- 
ness only tend to encrease the evil every thinking man 
now complains of. 


Letter 211. 

♦ Queen’s House, Feb. 26th, 1774. 

Lord North, — I am sorry the House of Commons 
has yesterday been governed by a false love of popu- 


* Lords Brougham and Mahon print “ Fox, ” but it is Horne in the King’ s letter. 
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larity instead of reason ; but, as passion is a short mad- 
ness, I trust, upon matters that particularly regard the 
\)usmess of Administration, you will find them ever 
ready to give you the fullest support. 


“ On tho motion of Sir Edward Astlcy to make the Grenville 
“ Act perpetual, carried hy 2.50 to 122, Lord Aorth, the Attorney- 
“ General, .Icnkin-son, and Fox voted in the minority. Tn tlio 
“ debate Fox made a violent personal attack on Lord A'orth, 
“ although voting with him.”— Lord Brougham, ib., p. 84. For a 
good ' account of the question discussed on the 25th, see Hughes, 
‘ Hist, of England,’ ii. p. 107. 


Letter 212. 

Queen’s House, Feb. 27tb, 177'1. 

10 min, pt. 8 p.in. 

Lord North, — The Barons of the Exchequer in Scot- 
land having, upon the reference from tlie Treasury, 
reported very favourably on the application of Major- 
Gen. Frazer, I very [sic] consent that my recommenda-^ 
tion may bo signified to-morrow wlien his petition is 
presented to tlie House of Commons. 

Feb. 28. — “The Attorney-General presented a petition from 
“ Major-General Fraser, praying to have those estates of his father, 
“ Simon Lord Lovat, which were forfeited to the Crown, restored 
“ to him. Major-General Fraser had been compelled by his father 
“ in ’45 to take up arms against the Government ; had been otfered, 
“ but had refused, a regiment in the French service ; had raised 1 800 
“ men, at his own charge, at the beginning of the last war, 1757-’62, 
“ for His late Majesty’s service, &e. &c. Lord A'orth acquainted 
“ the House that the petition had been shown to His Majesty, and 
“ was strongly recommended by him. Mr. T. Townshend said ho 
“ had no objection to this, as it was a particular case, but should be 
“ against its being made a precedent ; he should therefore second 
“ the motion.” — ‘ Ann. Keg.,* vol. xvii. p. 97, 1774. 



1774.] 


LETTERS TO LORD NORTH. 


173 


Letter 213 . 

Queen's House, March 7th, 1774. 

11 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord Norte, — It is carrying a very material point 
the ordering the Address without a division, and gives 
a degree of weight to the subsequent steps that will be 
taken on this business in the House of Commons. 


“This day the Earl of Dartmouth, Secretary for the Colonies, 
“ presented to the House of Peers a message from His Majesty, re- 
“ commending to their serious consideration the late disturbances 
“ in America, particularly the outrages comiuittcd by the people of 
“ Boston. A similar message was sent to the Commons. In return, 
“ a motion was made for an Address to the Throne to return thanks 
“ for the message respecting the proceedings in December, 1773, at 
“ Boston and Uhode Island ; also for the ‘ gracious communication 
“ of American papers.’ There was a warm debate, but no division.” 
— ‘Ann. Beg.,’ xvii. pp. 58, 100. 

Government must have had information of the tea riot in De- 
cember some time before March 7th, but they awaited the arrival 
of despat(?hcs, correspondence, &c., from either side — a vast mass 
^ of which was, on this evening, laid on the table of the House of 
Commons. 

I give the following sample of a notice posted at Boston on the 
17th of the preceding January : — 

“ Brethren and Fellow-Citizens, — You may depend that those 
“ odious miscreants and detestable tools to ministry and governor, 

“ the tea-consigners (those traitors to their country, butchers, who 
“ have done, and are doing, everything to murder and destroy all 
“ that shall stand in the way of their private interest), are deter- 
“ mined to come and reside again in the town of Boston. 

“ I therefore give you this early notice, that you may hold your- 
“ solves in readiness on the shortest notice to give them such a 
“ reception as such vile ingrates desciwe. 

“ Joyce, jun., 

“ Chairman of the Committee for Tarring and Feathering.” 
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Lettrr 214 . 

* Queen’s House, March 14th, 1774. 

55 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — It could not be expected that any 
proposal on American affairs would pass without oppo- 
sition, hut the Bill* being ordered without a division is 
a material point gained; and I trust, if the different 
propositions are brought as forward as possible, that 
this arduous business will bo gone through with much 
[less] trouble than was supposed. 

I have seen Lord Dartmouth this day very firm as to 
the alteration of the Council of the Masacliusetts Bay, but 
averse to the Bill for trying future offenders in Britain, 
wanting, in lieu of that, that offenders of that parti- 
cular province should be amenable to the courts of 
justice of Nova Scotia, and particularly anxious that 
the present offenders should be some how or other 
punished, and much taken with a proj)Osition of Loi d 
Buckinghamshire to disable them at least by Act of 
Parliament from holding any office in the province. Or 
being Members of the Assembly. 


The Bill. — On the 14tli of March (Monday) Lord North moved 
for leave to bring in a Bill to remove the Customs, Courts of 
Justice, and all Government offices, from Boston to New Salem. 
The Bill encountered sciircely more opposition than the Address 
had done, TMarch 7. 

Gibbon (March Ki, writes to J. Ilolroyd, Esq., from Boodles: — 

“ Very little that is satisfactory has transpired of America. On 
“ Monday Lord North moved for leave to bring in a Bill to remove 
“ the Customs and Courts of Justice from Boston to New Salem — a 
“ step so detrimental to the former town, as must soon reduce it to 
“ your own terms ; and yet of so mild an appearance that it was 

» pari. Hist. xvii. p. 1103-70; Lord Benjamin Franklin,’ ii. p. 1, “became 

Mahon, vi. p. 3 ; Ann. Reg. xvii. p. 58, “ the universal topic ; there were dur- 

foll. ; Hughes’ Hist, of England, ii. p. “ ing the next three or four years fifty 

109; Massey, ii. p. 147. “America,” field-night debates on the subject of 
says Mr. Parton, ‘ Life and Times of “ America alone.’ ” 
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“ agreed to without a division, and almost without a debate. Somc- 
“ thing more is however intended, and a Committee is appointed to 
“ inquire into the general state of America. But Administration 
“ keep their secret as well as that of Freemasonry, and, as Coxe 
“ profanely suggests, for the same reason.” 

The same to the same, March 29 : — 

“ The Boston Port Bill passed the Lords last night ; some lively 
“ conversation, but no division.” 

On the Slst of March the Bill received the Poyal assent. 

Boston Port Bill, — The trade of Boston was for a time destroyed, 
but both the historian’s and the King’s anticipations were baffled. 
“ The legislation of 1774,” says Mr. JMassey (Hist, of England, 
vol. ii. j). 226), “ brought the quarrel between America and’Xjrreat 
“ Britain to an issue. The peoido of Massachussets had from tlio 
“ first fouglit the battle of tlie colonists, and, if they were now to 
“ be abandoned to the vengefinee of the mother-countiy, the colonial 
cause itself must be abandoned. ^ The revolutionary party at/ 
“ Boston were undismayed by the proceedings of the British Go-^ 
“ vernmont ; the leaders of that party were prepared for the ex- 
“ tremity which they had long sought, and they made an earnest 
“ appeal to their fellow-colonists to support them in their resistance 
“ to the parent state. The sufferings and privations inflicted upon 
“ the port of Boston, by their exclusion from commercial privileges, 

“ far from mortifying the rebellious spirit of the inhabitants, only 
“ inflamed their resentment, and tended still further to widen a 
“ breach already, perhajDS, irreparable. (The Provincial Congress, 

“ assembled in defiance of the Governor’s proclamation, openly in- 
“ cited the people to assuuio ai’ms and acquire military discipline ; 

“ while they denounced as enemies of their country all j)crsons 
“ who should j)resiimo to supply ITis Majesty’s troops with stores 
“ or military muniments. Pennsylvania, Virginia, Connecticut, 

“ and Maryland followed the example of Massachusetts.” 

Altei'ation of the Council of Massachusetts Bay, — “ During the pro- 
“ gress of the Boston Port Bill through the Commons a ])etition was 
“ presented from Bollan, the agent of the Council of IMassachusctts 
“ Bay, desiring to bo heard against it, but this prayer the House 
“ refused to grant; and, on the third reading, another petition was 
“ presented by the Lord Mayor of London, in the name of several 
“ natives and inhabiunts of North America, who strongly insisted 
“ that it was unreasonable to deprive Boston of its trade, because 
“ some of the peo^ple had committed unlawful acts ; that the Bill was 
“ harsh and unjust, and that its tendency was to alienate the affec- 
“ tions of America from this country.” — ‘Piet. Hist.,* Geo. HI., 
vol. i. p. 169. 
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Letter 215 . 

Queen’s House, March 16th, 1774. 

8 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

liORT) North, — ^The letters received from the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland are curious, and do no great 
Iionour either to the heads or hearts of the Duke of 
Leinster or the Speaker. 

The Duke of Leinster and Lord Moira at this time were the 
leadeis of the Opposition of the Lords in the Irish Parliament, and 
their names appear frequently in protests on the Journals. Earl 
TTarcoiirt was the Lord-Lieutenant, and remained so until the end 
of 1776. 


Letter 216 . 

Queen’s House, March 2l8fc, 1774. 

8 mill. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — The Boston Port Bill having been 
read a second time without debate or division, is so 
very favourable to the measure, that I cannot refrain 
from expressing the pleasure it gives me, as also «Ct 
having heard that yesterday the further Resolutions to 
be come to on Friday next were drawn up yesterday. 


Letter 217 . 

Queen’s House, March 23rd, 1774. 

35 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — The feebleness and futility of the 
opposition to the BoKston Port Bill shews the rectitude 
of the measure, and want of matter, not of goodwill, 
has been the cause of its having met with so little 
trouble. 

The Opposition was divided on the question. Some of Lord 
Rockingham’s followers thought that the Bostonians merited casti- 
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gation. )Of this number was the Duke of Manchester. — See his 
Letteijuto the Marquis of Eockingham, April 20, ‘ Memoirs,' vol. ii. 
p»242. 

, Illness prevented Lord Chatham from taking part in the debate 
on the Boston Port Bill, but, in a speech on the motion for quar- 
tering trocq)s in the colonies (May 27), he condemned the conduct of 
the Boston people, and ended his speech with something very like 
a threat. “Should their turbulence,*’ said he, “exist after your 
“ proffered terms of forgiveness, which -I hope and expect this 
“ House will immediately adopt, I will be among the foremost of 
“ your Lordships to move for such measures as will effectually pre- 
“ vent a future relapse and make them feel what it is to provoke a 
“ fond and forgiving parent.” # 


Letter 218 . 

Queen’s House, March 25th, 1774. 

35 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — It is now so much the custom for 
politicians to cast off the mask of propriety, that there 
is no wonder forty persons could be found ready to 
admit Mr. Boi^and'" in an unacknowledged office of 
*Ageht for the Council of Massachusets Bay, though 
decency must blame thorn. The debate this day on the 
Bill at least deserves the same comment, but when 
Opposition are reduced to such low, shifts it renders 
itself contemptible. • 


Letter 219 . 

Queen’s House, March 28th, 1774. 

50 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — After hearing that there would be a 
debate this day on the third reading of the Aire Bank 


• “^Mr. Bollan presented a petition 
“ from his clients praying that he might 
“ be permitted to lay before the House 
“ the acta regia of Queen Elizabeth 
“ and her successors for the security 
“ of the planters and their descendants, 
VOL. I. 


“ and the perpetual enjoyment of their 
“ liberties. This petition was received 
“ wiHiout difficulty and ordered to lie 
“ upon the table.” — Ann. Reg. xvii. p. 
62, 1774. 
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Bill, I feared it would have postponed the motion for 
leave to bring in a Bill for the better regulation t)f the 
Government of the Province of the Massachusets Ba^. 
The finding myself mistaken by the note I have received 
from you gives me infinite satisfaction. 


“ The Bill to empower the Bank of Ayr to grant bonds not less 
“ than SOZ. each, in lieu of the annuities already granted, to be made 
“ transferable as peisonal property, was read a third time, and 
“ passed the House, 176 to 36.” 

Both His Majesty and the writer the ‘ Annual Kegister,’ xvii. 
p. 1 05, spell Ayr, Aire. 


Lktter 220 . 

♦ Queen's House, March 29th, 1 774. 

30 min, pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — The very particular regard I have for 
you makes me receive with pleasure tl^ account of the 
vacancy of the Deanery of Durham, as it enables me io 
confer it on Doctor Dampier, whose interest you have 
so much at heart. You will at the same time direct 
the proper warrant to be prepared for Doctor Magendie 
as Canon of Windsor,' and for Mr. Fountayne as Pre- 
bend of Worcester, and let no farther time be lost in 
promoting the Bishop of St. David’s to that of Bath 
and Wells. 

The Deanery of Durham was void by the death of Dr. Spencer 
Cowper. He is thus commemorated by his poetic kinsman : — 

“ Prido may be pamper’d while the flesh grows lean, 

** Humility may clothe an Knglish Dean ; 

** That grace was Cowper' 8 — his confess’d by all — 

Though placed in golden Durham’s second stall.’' — < Truth.* # 

These appointments were gazetted on the 9th of April.— ‘ Ann. 
Kegister,' xvii. p. 185. 
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Letter 221. 

Queen’s Houses March 30th, 1774. 

30 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord North, — The knighting Mr. Impej on his 
going to India, , as he is desirous of that honour, cannot 
meet with the least objection from me. I trust the 
chief difficulties relating to India are now in fair train 
to be removed, but am anxious to learn that Mr. Rum- 
bold is nominated Governor of Madrass, that* the 
difficulty concerning Lord Pigott may not arise. 


“ March 30. — Elijah Impey, of Lincoln’s Inn, Esq., Chief-Justice ” 
(the first appointed under Act 13 of Goo. III., Juno 16, 1773) “of His 
“ Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, 
“ to the honour of knighthood.” — ‘London Gazette,’ March, 1774. 

Among the “ chief difficulties relating to India,” one, a want of 
money, was lightened about this time. Gibbon writes to Holroyd, 
April 2, 1774, — “Great news, you see, from India: Tanjour, 
“ 400,000Z. to the Company ; Suja Dowlah, 600,000/.” The Rajah of 
Tanjour was dethroned, and his dominions were transferred to the 
^^awab. — See Mill’s ‘Brit. India,’ iv. 96-117. 

Mr. Rumbold did not become Governor of Madras until July, 
1777, when ho succeeded Lord Pigot. “Early in the year 1775 
‘ the question was agitated of a successor to the Governor of Fort 
‘ St. George. The Court of Directors, a sn^ll majority, declared 
‘ for Mr. Rumbold. A Court of Proprietors, called soon after to 
‘ deliberate upon the subject, reversed their decision by a small 
‘ majority, and made choice of Lord Pigot.” — Mill, ib., p. 114. In 
1774 accordingly Mr. Rumbold’s nomination was merely in agita- 
tion. Rumbold originally was a waiter at White’s Chocolate House, 
St. James’s Street. 


Letter 222. 

* Queen’s House, April 3rd, 1774, 

Lord North, — A letter of the 31st is arrived this 
day from Lord Stormont containing the intelligence he 

N 2 
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"Pi® of orders being issued for fitting out 

it flibt tit Toulon. * My raison for instantly conveying 
tins to you is from a desire of mentioning what occurs 
to me on this subject. I am clear that, Untill fiirther 
accounts are forwarded by Lord Stormont, the taking 
any step would be premature, and, when they shall 
arrive, it will be necessary to examine whether a large 
or small fleet is equipping ; in the latter case it would, 
I apprehend, be scarcely civil for us to ask the cause 
of tbe armament, for we do the like every summer, and 
should not thiidl [they] had a right to put to us the 
question. Lord Stormont thinks the Due d’Aiguillon 
is still so sore at our forcing him to disarm the last 
summer, that it would be impossible to make him take 
a similar step this year; therefore i beg we may weigh 
every circumstance before any step is taken, for it may 
very probably draw us into a war where we have 
nothing to gain. The conduct of our colonies makes 
peace very desirable, and that of Russia does not de- 
serve that we should run any risk to save her fleet.* 


Letter 223 . 

St. James's, April 14th, 1774. 

38 min. pt. 1 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am sufficiently acquainted with East 
India ballots to judge of the state of the lists last night 
how far it is probable that a good Direction will be 
obtained; the more I reflect on Lord Mansfield’s opi- 
nion to you yesterday concerning the alteration of the 
Charter, the more I am confirmed in the propriety of 
altering the Council, and I find it so much the wish 


• See note on Lettei*"16t. 
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of the Cabinet that I cannot too strongly express my 
preferring your introducing the Bill to-morrow that is 
drawn up for vesting the nomination of the Counsellors 
in the Crown, 


This was the Bill proposed to be brought in by Lord North on 
the 28th of March, but on the 15th of April, “to-worrow,” he 
added, “ that the nomination of the Council should be by the 
“ Crown.” (‘ Pari. Hist.,’ xvii. p. 1197.) “ The Bill, notwithstand- 

“ ing the earnest opposition of Mr. Dunning, passed the Commons 
“ by a vote of more than three to one.” (Bancroft, ‘ Hist, of the 
United States,’ v. p. 365, ed. 1861.) It was during the debates on 
this Bill (April 15) that Mr. Van made use of the intemperate 
language so often cited at the time and since. 

He said, “ If they (the Americans) oppose the measures of 
“ government that are now sent out, I would do as was done of old, 
“ in the time of ancient Britons, — I would burn and set fire to all 
“ their woods and leave their country open, to prevent that protection 
“ they now have ; and if we are likely to lose thatg|||untry, I think 
“ it better lost by our own soldiers than wresteo^om us b}^ our 
“ rebellious children.” 


Letjer 224. 

Queen's House, April 15th, 1774. 

^ 20 min. pt. 9 p.iii. 

Lord North, — I am infinitely pleased at finding the 
House of Commons have this day read for the first time 
the Bill for regulating the Grovernment of the Province 
of the Massachusets Bay, and that the Bill for the 
impartial Ad m inistration of Justice in cases of persons 
questioned for acts done in execution of the law, ,and 
in suppressing riots and tumults in that province, has 
been moA^ for ;* with a continuation of the assiduity 


* See Pari. Hist, xvii. p. 1192, March 28 ; and p, 1197, April 15, The Boston 
Port Bill was now before the of Lords. 
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shevm this day, I trust the Bills will fiK)on be passed 
into laws. 


Letter 225 , 

Queen's House, April 22nd, 1774. 

* 10 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — Your account of the Bill for regu- 
lating the Government of the Massachusets Bay having 
been read for the second time this day, after some 
debate, though without a division,* gives me infinite 
satisfaction, as I trust little more trouble will be 
given during the subsequent steps in the House of 
Commons. 


Letter 226 . 

Queen’s House, April 28tli, 1774. 

15 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am glad to find the debate has 
ended earlier than was expected this morning ; Oppo- 
sition pretended a claim to candour in keeping the 
debate on the American measures to Monday, which 
they undoubtedly, after what has passed to-day, have 
as little right to the shaddow [sic] of it as before to the 
reality. 


Mr. Dowdeswell moved for leave to bring up a petition from 
William Bollan, agent for the province of Massachusets Bay, which 
petition, he said, desired that the Bill for regulating the civil 
government and the Bill for the more impartial administration of 
justice might not pass into a law uhtil he should hg^ve time to 
receive answer from the above province to letters he had sent. 


» Parl. Hiafc. xvii. p. 1 ^ 7 . 
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Mr. Dowdeswell’s motion was very strongly opposed by Lord North, 
Attorney-General Wedderbum, Mr. Dyson, &c. At half-jast six 
o’clock the question was put that “ leave be given to bring up this 
“ petition,” and Ministers had a majority of 63 (95 — B2), 


Letter 227 . 

Queen’s House, May 3rd, 1 774. 

Lort> North, — I am infinitely pleased at finding by 
the note I received this morning 'from you, thdt the 
Regulation Bill has passed the Houseltof Commons, 
and that the majority was so considerable; I trust 
that the one for the impartial Administration of Justice, 
the Canada Regulation and Revenue Bills, as well 
as the Coinage, will meet with as firm support. 

Walpole wrote to Mann two days before, — “ There is, indeed, a 
“ great business in agitation and has been for some time ; but 
“ without the thorough base of Opposition it makes no echo out 
> “ of Parliament. Its Parliamentary name is Segulations for Boston ; 
“ its essence the question of sovereignty over America.” (See ‘ Pari. 
Hist.,’ xvii. p. 1300.) 


Letter 228 . 

Queen’s House, May 4th, 1774. 

15 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — The hearing that the Bill for the im- 
partial Administration of Justice in the Province of the 
Massachusets Bay has been reported this day gives me 
much pleasure ; as several amendments have been made 
in it, the third reading cannot certainly be sooner than 
Friday. 

I agree with you in opinion that the French King’s 
age would render his life very precarious if he had the 
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gmall-pox -where the distemper is well understood ; but 
in France, where it is most improperly treated, his 
chance of recovery is but small ; and no one can foresee 
who -will have credit with his successor, consequently 
whether the duration of peace can be long expected. 


“ Yesterday’s Gazette (Ma,y 17) confirms the death of the French 
“ King, who expired at three o’clock in the afternoon of the 10th 
“ inst., of the small-pox, at his palace of Versailles, in the 64th year 
“ of his age and the 59th of his reign.” (‘ Aim. Keg.,* xvii. p. 121.) 
For some sensible remarks on the character of this sovereign, see 
Sir N. W. W^raxJrs * Historical Memoirs,* part i. pp. 100-109, His 
account of the King’s last moments was derived “ from particulars 
“ related to him, not long after they took place, by a gentleman, one 
“ of his pages, who attended him throughout the whole course of 
“ his disorder.” 

Louis XV. was interred at St. Denys without ceremony, “ as is 
“ customary for princes who die of the small-pox.” 


Letter 229 . 

Kew, May 6tb, 1774. 51 min. pt. 8 p.in. 

Lord North, — The Bill for the better Administration 
of Justice in the Massachusets Bay having been read 
the third time and passed the House of Commons this 
day, after a short debate, with a great majority,* gives 
me infinite satisfaction ; j)erseverance and the meeting 
difiSculties as they arise with firmness, seem the only 
means of either with credit or success terminating 
public affairs. Your conduction the American 'disturb- 
ances is a very clear proof of the justness of that 
proposition. 


• majority w«g 103 — 127 = 24. « Proxies, 0 = 20. A protest against the 

On the 11th of May the Bill was read in “ Bill was signed by eleven peers.” 

the Jiords a third time ; “ Contents, 69 ; Pari. Hist. xvii. p. 1316-25. 

“ Proxies, 23 = 92. Not-Contents, 20; 
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Letter 230. 

Kew, May 9th, 1774. 58 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lokd North, — I have this, instant received your 
account that the Eesolutions concerning the gold coin 
were come to in a Committee this day, and are to be 
reported to-morrow ; from the judiciousness of the plan 
you laid before me the other day,' I flattered myself that 
it would not meet with much opposition, and am happy 
at not finding myself mistaken. 

In the speech from the Throne on the 13th of January the state 
of the gold coin was particularly recommended to the consideration 
of Parliament. It was observed that the degree of diminution 
which the coin had actually suffered, and the rapid progress which 
the mischief was daily making, were truly alarming. The regu- 
lations made in the last session had indeed checked the evil, but 
it was hoB|^ that Parliament would persevere in endeavours for 
putting tne ,gold coin upon such a footing as may not only com- 
pletely remove the present grievance, but also render the credit 
and commerce of the kingdom sufficiently secure from being again 
^exposed to the like danger. (‘Ann. Eeg.,* xvii. p. 50 foil., 1774.) 

Sir Gilbert Elliot writes to Baron Mure from London, May 9, 
1774,—“ The account of the King of France’s death is hourly ex- 
“ pected ; and though there have been expectations that this and 
“ some other events that may be foreseen might occasion a disso- 
“ lution of Parliament, yet, on the explanation of the gold-coin 
“ resolutions last night. Lord North threw out expressions sufficient 
“ to show th^t at present he had no intention to recommend the 
“ dissolution at this time.” * (‘ Caldwell Papers,’ ii. pt. ii. p. 234.) 


Letter 231. 

Kew, May 19th, 1774. 5 rain. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North,— The hearing that there was no divi- 
sion on .the opening the Budget yesterday shews the Op- 


Parliament was dissolved, somewhat suddenly, on the 30th of September. 


I 
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poflitian is not quite void of sense, for bilt few would have 
side; and as yodr propositions are so 
r ttMWiTig ly good, consideriug the great though necessary 
expenses that have been incurred, that the gentlemen 
who ^ould have placed .themselves in that predicament 
must inevitably have disgraced themselves. I am plea^ 
.at your opinion that the subscription which will be 
opened on Friday will be soon filled, for, though I always 
wish the public to have a feir advantage, yet the sub- 
scribers should not be too severely dealt with, least 
that should discourage them on future occasions, or be 
a colour for their raising their terms in futurity. I 
have appointed the two Houses at half hour past two 
with -their joint Address. I hope you will before that 
send the answer. 


• 

Sir N. W. Wraxall tlius describes Lord North s skill in “ opening 
“ the Budget ” (‘^Hist. Memoirs of his own Time/ vol. i. pt. ii.) ; — 

“ In opening the Budget he was esteemed peculiarly lucid, cleai; 
“ and able. On that account it constituted a day of triumph to his 
“ friends and supporters, who exulted in his talent which he dis- 
“ played, whenever he exhibited the state of the national finances, 
“ or imposed new pecuniary burthens. I was twice present at his 
“ performance of this arduous task; first, in 1781, and afterwards 
“ in the following year, when he executed it for the last time. 
“ Each performance appeared to me very deserving of the enco- 
“ miums lavished on it ; and if compared with the incapable manner 
“ in which the Budget was opened by his successor. Lord John 
“ Cavendish, when he was Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1783, 
“ I still continue of the same opinion. But Lord North could 
“ sustain no competition with the late Mr. Pitt, who oii those, as 
“ on all other occasions, manifested a perspicuity, eloquence, and 
“ talent altogether wonderful, which carried the audience along 
“ with him in every aiithmotical statement, left no calculation 
“ obscure or ambiguous, and impressed the House at its close with 
“ tumultuous admiration.” 
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Lbtjteb 232. 

Kew, June 4ih, 1774. 80 min. pt. 11 p.m. 

Lord North, — I have been agreably surprised with 
your account of the conclusion of the Conunittee upon 
the Quebec Bill, and that it will he reported on Friday. 
Considering that the clauses to be examined this day 
were some of the most material, had not the fire been 
totally expended the debate must have lasted longer ; 
I hope therefore no farther trouble will be given in 
the latter stages of this Bill. 


Quebec Bill : — “ A Bill for making more effectual Provision for 
“ tlie Government of the Province of Quebec, in North America,” 
was brought down from the Lords on the 26th of May, and motion 
was made that the Bill be now read a second time. 

The Bill had passed through the Lords without exciting much 
attention : in the Commons it met with a very different reception. 
Ministers, deceived by the acquiescence or supineness of the Upper 
‘ House in their treatment of this measure, were expecting similar 
pliancy in the Lower. They had jailed to remark that against 
the colonies the nation went with them — ignorance and contempt 
of America pervading England from the cedar to the hyssop on the 
wall. But by their proposals for Canada political passions were 
not excited ; ' a religious element, however, was involved in the 
question, which, as is usually the case, was provocative of strife. 

“ The minority insisted,” writes Burke in the ‘ Annual Eegister ’ 
for this year (xvii. p. 77 foil.), “ that the capitulation [of the Canadas, 

“ 1,759] provided for no more than a bare toleration of the Eoman 
“ CathoHo religion, which they were willing they should enjoy in 
“ the utmost extent ; whereas this is an establishment of it. That 
“ the people of Canada had hitherto been happy under that toler- 
“ ation, and looked for nothing further. By this establishment, 

“ said they, the Protestant religion enjoys at best no more than a 
“ toleration. The Popish clergy have a legal parliamentary right 
“ to a maintenance; the Protestant clergy are loft at the Kings 
“ discretion. Why are not both put at least on an equal footing, 

“ and a legal support provided for both ? ” 

On the subject of religion the conflict was very warm. In the 
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oouTse of Ae debates the Bill “ received many amendments, so as 
to change it very greatly from the state in which it came down 
“ from the House of liprds ; but the ^‘oundwork remained the same. 
« Throughout the whole progress of the business, though well 
“ fought, the numbers in the minority were uncommonly small. 
“ It produced, nevertheless, much greater uneasiness and discon- 
“ tent out of doors than any of the Bills for punishing of the old 
“ colonies.” Beligions, as Lord Macaulay has remarked in his 
review of Eanke’s ‘ Hist, of the Popes’ (‘ Edinb. Eeview,’ October, 
1840), have their geographical limits — quos ultra citraque nequit 
oonsistere; but it would seem in such cases that distance lends 
enchantment, for while the Ministers in 1744, and presumeably the 
King also — since in that year lotus componitur orbis — Regis ad exemplum 
— were willing to accord complete toleration to the Canadians, they 
would have refused Ireland oven the mint and cummin of a 
similar boon. 

“ This discontent ” (out of doors) “ called on the attention of the 
“ House of Lords ; so that when the Bill was returned to them with 
“ the amendments (June 17) there was a considerable opposition to 
“ it, although in some respects less exceptionable than when it had 
“ passed their House with so little notice ; but, as in all the other 
“ questions, so in this, the minority showed no strength in numbers.” 
— ‘ Ann. Keg.’ ib. 

The Bill, besides regulating the government, defined the bound- 
aries of “ the province of Quebec,” as Canada was then named — * 
which, since its conquest by England, had been much enlarged 
by the back settlements, not subject to any previous grant or 
comprised in any previous charter. According to the evidence 
of the Governor, General Carleton, before the House of Commons, 
the French inhabitants, all Koman Catholics, amounted to 150,000, 
while there were not quite 400 Protestants in the whole province. 

(‘ Pari. Hist.,’ xvii. p. 1368.) Among the objections against the 
Bill raised by the Opposition-orators — Dunning and Chatham among 
them — one was that it would rob British subjects of their British 
rights, by denying them the privilege of trial by jury in civil — it 
was granted to them in criminal— cases. But this, whatever it may 
have been to the Opposition, was no grievance to the Canadians. 
They disapproved of trial by jury, and thought it very extraor- 
dinary that English gentlemen should think their property safer in 
the determination of tailors, shoemakers, &c., than in that of the 
judges appointed by the Crown. Neither did they wish for any- 
thing in the shape of a Pai liament. “ In the conversations I have 
“ had with them,” said General Carleton before the Committee, 

“ they have all said that, when they found what disputes the other 
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colonies had with the Crown npon account of Assemblies, they 
“ would much rather be without them.” 

• certe populi quos despicit arctos 
Felices errore suo.*' 

(*Parl. Hist./ xvii. p. 1367 foil.; Lord Mahon, vi. pp. 6, 16; Adol- 
phus, ii. pp. 91-93 ; Bancroft, ‘ Hist, of United States/ v. p. 366-7.) 


Letter 233. 

Kew, June 7th, 1774. 50 min. pt. 6 a.m. 

Lord North, — I flatter myeelf your journey to Ban- 
bury and stay whilst there will be as little unpleasant 
as such an expedition can prove. I had no notice of 
the arrival of the ‘ Porcupine ’ in the Delaware the 
beginning of last month but by your letter the last 
evening. 

I am sorry to find the Attorney-General* rather 
•retracts. I feel the propriety of keeping him in his 
present situation; and if any kindness from me on 
Wednesday'can effect it, you may rest assured he shall 
be got into thorough good temper’. 

I shall certainly most readily sign a fresh warrant 
for the appointment of Lord- Warden of the Cinque 
Ports. I should most readily have fixed the salary at 
4000?., but, as you chose it should not exceed 1500?., I 
certainly meant that to have been properly stated; 
therefore this is only fulfilling my intentions, which 
by some mistake in the Secretary of State’s oflBce had 
been neglected. 

I shall consider whether I can gratify Colonel Dal- 
rymple ; there are some regimental objections unto it. 


Thurlow. 
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Letter 234 . 

Kaw, June 8th, 1774. 7 o’clock a.nk 

Loro North, — ^The hearing that the Committee upon 
llie Quebec Bill has gone*through the whole Bill except 
the clauses relating to the Legislative Council, gives 
me much' satisfection ; by the small progress made on 
'Monday I had feared it would not have got this day 
through the Committee, and I see with no less pleasure- 
that the maiority has been so considerable. 

“ The cliairman read the clause which mentions the number of 
“ the Legislative Council to be appointed, which is not to be more 
“ than 23, nor less than 17. Mr. Dempster objected to the number, 
and proposed 30. Lord North opposed the ^mendment, and on 
“ the question being put it was rejected.” (‘ I^rl. Hist.,’ xvii. p. 
1394.1 But the maiority is not stated. 


Letter 235 . 

Eew, June 11th, 1774. 50 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord North, — After so much delay in the Committee 
on the Quebec Bill, I had thought the '^opposers to it 
would not have been so absurd as to have debated 
again on the Eeport ; but I cannot think on the third 
reading that they can possibly give farther trouble. 

The question before the Committee was on Mr. Mackworth’j 
motion, That a clause should be added to the Bill, “ That in ah 
“ trials relating to property and civil rights, where the value shal 
“ exceed a certain sum, either of the contending parties may demanc 
“ a trial by jury, constituted according to the laws of England, and 
“ that the issue between the parties shall be determined by th( 
“ verdict of such jury, and not otherwise.” The object of the claus< 
was to secure the English in Quebec against the French laws 
Being put, the question was negatived by 43 (83 — 40). Th( 
nmwser who ffave most trouble was Mr. Edmund Burke. 
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Lbtteh 236 . 

Eew, June 13th, 1774, 4 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — On coming home from my walk, I 
have had the ^easure of your fiote, and am glad to find 
you have by *rseverance finished the Quebec Bill this 
day. I hope you will have no more long days this 
Session, and that now I may prorogue the Parliament 
next Tuesday. 

The Bill passed by a majority of 36 (56 — 20) in the Commons ; 
and on the 17th by a majority of 19 (26 — 7)* in. the Lords. 
Parliament was prorogued on the 22nd of June. 

“ The establishment of colonies on principles of liberty is the 
“ peculiar and appropriated glory of England, rendering her 
“ venerable throughout all time in the history of the world. The 
“ office of peopling a continent with free and happy commonwealths 
“ was renounced. The Quebec Bill, which quickly passed the 
“ House of Lords ’’ — “ no petition was presented, and no protest 
“ appears on the Journals” (Adolphus, ii. p. 94) — and was borne 
“ through the Commons by the zeal of the Ministry and the influ- 
ence of the King, left the people who were to colonize the most 
“ fertile territory in the world without the writ of Habeas Corpus 
“ to protect the rights of persons, and without a share of power in 
“ any one branch of the government.”. (Bancroft, v. p. 367.) 

On the other side, Lord Mahon (vi. p. 6) observes that “ it was to 
*^the peace and good government of the Catholics in Canada that 
“ the Bill was mainly, and surely in strict justice, directed. Its 
“ provisions in no degree practically touched any of the dissatisfied 
** colonies. But since it authorised and sanctioned the Koman 
“ Catholic fiiith, as held at that time by an immense majority ” 
[150,000 to 400 Protestants] “ of the people in Canada, it afforded 
“ on that account a topic of invective and complaint to the Protestant 
“ zealots of New England.” For a full and excellent account of the 
debates on the Quebec Bill, see ‘ Piet. Hist, of England,’ Geo. III., 
vol. i. pp. 164--180. The King in his speech on the 22nd applauded 
especially the measures of Parliament on the “ gold coin” and on 
the just and humane Bill for the Government of Quebec. 


n The king’s courb-excluded brother, the Duke of Gloucester, voted among the 
‘ seven.” 
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Letter 237. 

June 18th, 1774. 

XiORD North, — The . Sheriffs of London have been 
this evening with a message as I understand from 
the Lord Mayor ; I ordered them to he Hbquainted: that 
I did not receive messages from the City but on Court- 
days at St. James’s. I understand they will there- 
fore come to-morrow after the Drawing-room. I take 
it for.granted it is to know when the Lord Mayor may 
bring the petition against the Quebec Bill. Quere 
whether it is to be called also an Address, and in 
either case I think it scarcely decent to receive them ; 
if in the latter mode, there must be an answer, which 
certainly ought to teach them that they are not proper 
advisers on political questions. I desire to hear what 
you have heard on the subject, that I may know what 
message they are to bring ; upon the whole, I suppose 
it is just to make a noise on Thursday at their Common 
- HaU. 


Letter 238. • 

♦ Kew, June 19th, 1774. 

Lord North, — I very much approve of the proposed 
answer to the City Address against the giving my 
assent to the Quebec Bill ; if the expression no ejection 
can be changed without altering the sense of the 
answer, I shall not object to it, though I think it very 
proper; but am clear, though I hope the Crown will 
ever be able to prevent a Bill it thinks detrimental to 
be thrown out in one or other House of Parliament 
without making use of its right of refusing the assent, 
yet I shall never consent to using any expression that 
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tends to establish that at no time the making use of 
that power is necessary, 

P.S. I shall appoint the City for Wednesday at one 
o’clock. I hope the Speech is now ready ; I shall order 
the Cabinet where it is to be communicated for Wedi* 
nesday also. 

. “ On tlie 22nd of June the Lord-Mayor, tha Aldermen Crosby, 
“ Lewis, Plomer, and Sawbridge, the Recorder, City Officers, and 
“ upwards of 1 50 of the Common Council, in coaches, went in pro- 
“ cession from Guildhall to St James’s, in order to present their 
“ Address and Petition against signing the Bill for the better govern- 
“ mcnt of Quebec. They arrived at St. James’s at a quarter before 
“ one, just as his Majesty was preparing to go to the House ; and 
“ previous to their admittance, the Lord Hertford delivered to the 
“ Lord-Mayor the following paper : — 

“ * As your Petition relates to a Bill agreed on by the two Houses 
“ of Parliament, of which his Majesty cannot take public notice 
** until it is presented to him for his royal assent in Parliament, I 
“ am commanded by the King to inform you that you ar^gnot to 
“ expect an answer.’ 

“ The Lord-Mayor immediately on reading it* sent the Remem- 
‘‘ brancor to present his duty to the King, and to inform his Majesty 

that he waited officially to present an Address from the City of 
“ London agreeable to his Majesty’s appointment signified to the 
“ Sherifis, 18th June ; on which, after some little hesitation, they 
“ were admitted, and the same was read by the Remembrancer.” — 

* Ann. Rc?g.’ xvii. p. 130. 


Lette« 239 . 

Kew, June 28tb, 1774. 26 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

Lord North, — By the letters you have received from 
Ireland, I find Mr. Flood has declined accepting the 
employment of Aulniger [sic],* and that the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant intends it for Mr. Blaquiere ; I think this very 
natural and not improper ; but ani of opinion that he 


VOL. I. 


• « Aulmjer — a measurer (by the^ell).*’ — Richardson. 
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ought not to have the additional pension granted Mr. 
Hutchinson, otherwise the office will never be on its 
old foot ; besides 1800Z. is a much larger provision than 
was ever given to a Secretary : the Aulniger’s place is 
worth 800/., and a Red Ribband seems amply rewarding 
the tallents [sic] of Mr. Blaquiere. 

Grattan writes to Broome on the 1 9th of July, 1774: — 

“ jUfr, Hutchinson (see next Letter) walked as Provost yesterday at 
“ the funeral of his predecessor. ' He is understood tp carry over his 
“ pension of lOOOZ. a-year. Mr, Blaquiere, the alnager, is understood 
“ to have the original salary of 300/. only, with his predecessor’s 
“ pretensions to a pension of 1000/.” 

Mr. Blaquiere had. been Lord Harcourt’s secretary at Paris, when 
that nobleman was ambassador to the court of France. “ I find,” 
writes Mr. Jardine to Baron Mure (‘ Caldwell Papers,’ ii. pt. 2, p. 
304), “ that our political system here [Paris] will soon be totally 
“ changed. You have heard that Lord Harcourt goes to Ireland, 
“ and ^suppose Colonel Blaquiere also.” (June 16, 1772.) 


Letter 240. 

* * Kew, July 1st, 1774. 2 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — I have signed the parcel of warrants; 
this is certainly the proper time for granting the pen- 
sion of 3000/. per annum to the Queen of Denmark ;® 
you will therefore write to the Lord Lieutenant. I 
have this day signed the warrant for appointing 
Mr. Hutchinson Provost of Dublin College. 

Lord Dartmouth brought Mr. Hutchinson, late Go- 
vernor of Massachusets Bay, too late to be presented at 
my levee, but I desired he would introduce [him] in 
my closet, as I was desirous of hearing his account how 
matters were when he left his Government, and am 


This pension was charged on the Civil List for Ireland. 
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now well convinced they will soon submit ; he ownes 
the Boston Port Bill was the only wise and effectual 
method that could have been suggested for bringing 
them to a speedy submission, and that the change in 
the legislature will he a means of establishing some 
government in that province, which till now has been 
one of anarchy. One of the regiments arrived the 1st 
of June, the day he sailed, and the people of Boston 
seemed much dispirited. 


‘ Ann. Eegister,* July 1, 1774, xviL p. 133 : — 

“ Governor Hutchinson, just arrived in town from Boston, waited 
“on his Majesty, and was most graciously received. Before his 
“ departure from America he was. addressed by the gentlemen of 
“ the law, who assure his Excellency that, on account of his great 
“ abilities, adorned with a uniform purity of principle and integrity 
“ of conduct, they feel the loss of his departure so sensibly, that, 
“ were it not for the amiablcness of his successor (General Gage), 
“ and that his Excellency’s presence at the court of Great Britain 
“ will afford him an opportunity of employing his interest more 
“ successfully for the relief of the province, no other human sources 
» “ could afford them consolation. He was addressed likewise by the 
“ Magistrates of Middlesex county, who likewise assure his Exccl- 
“ Icncy, that, notwithstanding the delusion which prevails in some 
“ parts of the province, his administration has ever to them aji- 
“ peared sincere and uniform with a view to promote its best 
“ interest.” 

Thomas Hutchinson, Governor of the province of Massachusetts, 
was a native of New England. He had held several important 
offices in the province before he succeeded Governor Barnard in the 
administration of its affairs in* 1769. He was a man of courteous 
and pleasing manners, industrious, well-informed, and of consider- 
able ability. His ‘ History of the Colony of Massachusetts * was, in 
its time, a work of high reputation. He was recalled by Lord Norths 
in 1774 (April), ‘Ann. Keg.,* xvii. p. 107 ; and both as a native of 
Now Englalid and fiom his official experience, was justly regarded 
as able to advise on colonial matters. Hutchinson, however, load 
been as unhappy in his dealings with the local authorities as his 
predecessor Barnard, and in common with his two brothers-indaw 
Andrew and Peter Oliver, the one Lieutenant-Governor, the other 
Chief-Justice of the province, was extremely unpopular. His advice 

.0 2 
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to the King on this occasion may accordingly have been biassed by 
his own resentment or prejudices. His letters on American affairs 
addressed tb Anjirew Oliver form a memorable episode in the life of 
Franklin. He expresses in these letters sentiments very palatable 
on this side of the Atlantic. “ There must»be an abridgment,” he 
wrote, “ of what are called English liberties ; for a colony cannot 
“ enjoy all the liberty of a pag^nt-state.” fie recommended not 
only coercive measures, but also a material change in the system of 
chaired government. He expressed ** hopes^lhat provisions for 
dissolving commercial combinations, and for inflicting penalties on 
“ those who do not renounce them, would be made by Parliament.” 
The troubles of America prevented Mr. Hutchinsui from ever 
returning to his native country, and he died at Brompton in 1780. 

It may be interesting to read an American character of one who, 
if he erred in judgment, erred* with nearly all Britain, and with a 
numerous party in America also: — “ Governor. Hutchinson, in 
“ company with Attorney-General Wedderbume, has been burnt 
in effigy in the streets of Philadelphia, ‘ with the usual ceremonies, 
“ amidst the acclamations of the multitude.* Hutchinson found it 
“ impossible to endure the abhorrence of his countrymen. He re- 
“ sigped his office, and returned to England, whore, after dancing 
“ attendance for a while at court, he sank into obscurity. A pension, 
“ barely sufficient for a decent maintenance, was assigned him. 

Upon this he lived a few years, and then died without honour 
“ in England, in America execrated.” — Parton’s ‘ Life of Franklin,* 
vol. i. p. 595. 

Mr. William Eden, afterwards Lord Auckland, writes to Mr. Lee 
on the 3rd of August in this year : — 

“ The Bostonians thought Hutchinson a tyrant — I met him on 
“ Thursday night at the Attorney-General’s — they might as well 
“ have taken a lamb for a tiger.” (‘ Memoirs of Kockingham,* ii. 

p”®-) 

Provost Hvichinson^ mentioned in this letter, was in his way also 
a very noticeable personage. Thomas Hely Hutchinson, the founder 
of the Hutchinson family, Earls of Donoughmore, was Principal 
Secretary of State or the Council, Ireland, in 1777, prime Sergeant- 
%t-Law, Provost of the University of Dublin, and had such avidity 
for office, and accumulated so many lucrative appointments and 
honours for himself, and so many for his family and fridhds, in the 
revenue, the army,® the law,'“&c., that it was said by Lord North, on 


• It was currently reported of Hutch- regiment, not for himself, but— for his 
inson that for some years he drew the eldest daughter! 

full pay of a Cometcy in a heavy-dragoon •« Quam bene vivebant Satumo rege i*' 
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his application for some new place that had just become vacant, — 
“ If England and Ireland were given to this man, ho would solicit 

the Isle of Man for a potato-garden.” 

Grattan (Life of, by his Son, vol. i. p. 276), while admitting 
Hutchinson to have b^h “ the servant of many governments,” says 
that he was “ an Irishman notwithstanding ^ which was more than could 
“ be said of some others, who had itnti-Irish feelings, although they 
“ had Irish birth; but Hutchinson was self-interested, and wanted 
“ openness and direSlness of character. .... He wrote an excellent 
“ treatise, entitled * Commercial Eestraints of Ireland,* for which 
“ he deservedly obtained the^ highest credit. As a speaker he was 
“ good : he possessed perhaps greater powers of satire than any 
“ other man ; it was incomparable, nothing could be better ; it was 
“ the finest and severest style, adapted to the highest order of 
“ matter, and in its effects it was faUl. Flood’s was very good, 
“ but Hutchinson’s was better.” 


Letter 241. 

July 6th, 1774. 30 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord Nori h, — I return the warrants which I have* 
signed : the postponing the term of receiving light gold 
in Ireland from the ICth to the 30th of July may bo 
very proper, but the carrying till the 16th of August, 
as proposed by the Lord-Lieutenant, would inevitably 
cause great inconvenience in this kingdom if it had 
been complied with. 

See Letter 230. 


Letter 242. 

Kew, July 22nd, 1774. 50 win. pt. 7 ii.m. 

Lord North, — I am cleaAhat the City does not 
deserve to know the motives of my conduct ; therefore 
I am equally ready either from the Throne to declare 
that in Parliament alone I can take notice of the Bill 
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agreed to by tbe t#o Houses, or to direct the Lord- 
Ghamberlain to acquaint tbe Lord-Mayor with it, and 
that therefore no answer is to be expected. 

I hope you will be rather before one at St. James’s. 


Letter 243. 

Kew, August 16th, 1774. 

Lord North, — The paper of arrangements from Sir 
John Blaquiere requires some consideration as to the 
pension to vacat [sic] the Vice-Treasurership. I think 
that inadmissible, and will within these few days write 
you my opinion on the subject, which you may convey 
if you please to the Lord-Lieutenant. I wish you a 
pleasant journey, and congratulate you on the peace 
between the Eussians and Turks,* which I should hope 
^will to a degree keep off the spreading of that de- 
structive fire farther. 


Letter 244. 

♦ Kew, August 24th, 1774. 

Lord North, — Having enquired when Mr. Eobinson 
was to send a messenger to you, I avail myself of that 
opportunity to return the papers concerning the ar- 
rangements so strongly solicited by the Lord-Lieutenant. 
I am much pleased at finding, though he had reason 
given him at the opening of the last Sessions in Ireland 
(provided the measuren^proposed were obtained), that 
he might suggest arrangements that did not exceed 
the annual income of 12,000/J., but the plan enclosed 


• See Letter 245, note. 
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amounts only to 10,704/. 186*. 4d. This makes me in- 
clined not to object to the large article of 2000/. for 
Mr. Flood, if a proper method of conferring it can he 
devised; for I cannot approve of appointing him a 
Vice-Treasurer of Ireland if it was vacant, as it would 
be giving an additional employment to Ireland at the 
expence of providing for a man of tallents [sic] in the 
English House of Commons; but when added to the 
proposition that it must be by the removal of one of 
the present possessors, I think it inadmissible, for, as 
they behave well, I look upon it as a point of honour 
to keep them in their situations, and the granting one 
of them a j^ension for life as an equivalent, which may 
l)erhaps be agrcabJe to them, I cannot consent to it, as 
I have solemnly gi,ven my promise to Ireland that I 
will not grant pensions for life or years but on very 
particular cases ; the one conferred [on] Mr. Dyson for 
years has made much noise, and ought not to have 
Jbeen granted; and I am resolved never to look on a 
Parliamentary arrangement as a very particular case ; 
indeed, if this was adnjitted, more would follow, but that 
is not the consideration that weighs with me. I was 
wrong, after what the Duke of Northumberland “ had 
declared in my name, in giving the pension to Dyson, 
and will not therefore get into the same dilemma. 

The promoting Mr. Langrishe to the Revenue Board 
in the room of Sir Francis Barnard is objectionable, as 
there will then be no Englishman at the Board; but 
as the first vacancy is to be filled up by one from this 
side of the water, I agree to the proposal, and also to 
the new offices for Lieut.-Ooloiiel Browne and Mr. 
Lysaght. Lord Courtown is a very proper person to be 
added to the Privy Council. I am glad Mr. Robinson 


* Hugh, thcD Earl of Northumberland, Lord-Lieutenant 1763. 
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Ibas directions to obtain a good law*opinion on the 
" that most be given to the Aidae^r ; I am clear 
gainst a term of years, and not a fnend to granting 
it for life. The request of the Solicitor-Q-eneral in 
fevoifr of Lady Erskine does not raise him in my 
opinion, but I agree with you that it must be acqui- 
esced in ; at ^e same time the pension applied for by 
the Duke of Buccleugh, if not already executed, must 
be prepared. , 


Henry Flood, tho early fiiend and future competitor of Henry 
Grattan, became one of the Vice-Treaaurera of Ireland in the October 
of 1775. He succeeded Charles Jenkinson (Lord Hawkesbury). 
The fii’st speech made by Grattan in the Irish House of Commemd, 
December 15, 1775, had some relation to Flood. It was on the 
petition of the Vice-Treasurers, Kohert Viscount Clare and Welbore 
Ellis, afterwards Lord Mendip, who sought compensation for the 
loss of official fees. Flood would not sign the petition, though, 
having just accepted office, he was interested in it. At this time 
not only were the salaries of Government officials in Ireland out 
of all proportion to their duties, but the offices were mostly hold by 
Englishmen, who never, unless they chose, crossed the Channel. 
“ This,” says Grattan’s biographer (vol. i. p. 282), “was a grievance 
“ of long standing; and so far back as 1724, Swift complains in 
“ one of his ‘ Drapicr’s Letters,’ that all the considerable offices 
“ were enjoyed by those who had weight at the court of England 
“ and resided in that kingdom.” Of this arrangement it may bo 
inferred from his letter that his Majesty approved. 

For Mr, Dyson's ^pension, see note on Letter 175. 

Mr, Langrishe was a determined supporter of Government. (See 
Plowden, ‘ Hist, of Ireland,’ ii. p. 169.) He had distinguished 
himself in this year by bringing in or supporting Bills for the relief 
of Roman Catholics from some of the civil and religious disabilities 
under which they then laboured. (‘ Life of Grattan,’ vol. i. p. 265-6.) 
In this year the British Ministry, beginning to be alarmed at the 
discontent in New England, made some concessions to Ireland, and 
Lord North instructed Lord-Lieutenant Harcourt to endeavour to 
conciliate the affections of the Catholics by gradual relaxation of 
the penal code. (Comm. Journals, Ireland, ix. pp. 27, 28, 114.) 

Lady Ershine^ widow of Sir Henry Erskine, and sister of the 
Solicitor-General (Wedderburn). 
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Lettbk 245. 

* Kew, August 24th, 1774. 

Lord Norte, — 1 cannot let the letter I have wrote 
in answer to the one that you sent me last week ac- 
companying the Irish arrangements [go ?J without just 
adding on a separate paper a few lines on the calling 
a new Parliament. The general Congress now assem- 
bling in America, the, peace of Russia with the Turks, 
and unsettled state of the French Ministry, are very 
additional reasons to show the propriety of the measure ; 
besides, I trust it will fill the House with more gentle- 
men of landed property, as the Nabobs, Planters, and 
other Volunteers are not ready for the battle. As soon 
as you can fix on a proper day for the dissolution, I 
desire you will write to the Chancellor and Lord- 
President, but not above a week before the measure is 
to bo [put ?] into execution. 


The General Congress now assembling in America , — 

“ On Monday, the 5th day of September, the members of Congress, 
“ meeting at Smith's tavern, moved in a body to select the place for 
“ their deliberations. Galloway, tho Speaker for Pennsylvania, 
“ would have had them use the State House, but tho carpenters 
“ of Philadelphia offered their plain but spacious Hall. It was 
“ accepted by a great majority. Tho names of the members were 
“ then called over : tho representatives of eleven Colonies answered 
“ to tho call ; Peyton Randolph, lato Speaker of the Assembly of 
“ Virginia, was unanimously chosen President; tho body then named 
“ itself Congress.” (Bancroft, vi. ch. xi. p. 72.) • 

Peace of Bussia with the Turks. — ^The Peace of Kutchuk-Kainardji, 
1774, which ceded Azof, Yeni-karli, Kil-bournou, and Kortsch, tho 
Steppes between the Bog and the Dnieper, and tho free navigation 
of the Black Sea; and declares the Grim Tartars independent. • 
The unsettled staie of the French Ministry , — 

“ Du Barrydom and its B' Aiguillons are gone for ever. Maupeou 
“ and his Parloment have to vanish into thick night. Instead of a 
“ profligate bankrupt Abb4 Terray, we have now for a Controller- 
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“ General a virtuous philosophic Turgot. Good old chooiy Maurepas 
“ is Prime Minister.” De Vergennes, French Ambassador at the 
court of Sweden, in Juno, 1774, was recalled to Paris and placed at 
the head of the Foreign De23artment. (Carlyle, ‘ Hist, of French 
lievolution,’ vol. i. p. ; WraxalPs Memoirs, part i. p. 111.) 


Letter 246 . 

**Kow, September 11th, 1774. 

Lord Nortii, — The letter from the Quakers of Pen- 
silvania to some of [the] chiefs of that persuasion in 
London shews they retain that coolness which is a 
very strong characteristick of that body of people ; but 
I was in hopes it would have contained some declara- 
tion of their submission to the mother-country; whilst 
by the whole tenour they seem to wish for England 
giving in some degree way to the opinions of North 
America ; the dye [sic] is now cast, the Colonies must 
either submit or triumph. I do not wish to come to 
severer measures, but wo must not retreat ; by coolness 
and an unremitted pursuit of the measures that have 
been adopted I trust they will come to submit ; I have 
no objection afterwards to their seeing that there is no 
inclination for the present to lay fresh taxes on them, 
but I am clear there must always be one tax to keep 
up the right, and as such I approve of the Tea Duty. 

From your interesting yourself for Doctor Jebb, in 
'addition to the good inclination I already had for the 
Doctor, I will certainly advance him to be Physician as , 
soon as feisible; but Doctor Thomas has so good a 
character and has been so many years Physician Extra- 
ordinary, that -it would be unjust to put Jebb over his 
head ; Sir Edward Willmot is of so advanced an age 
that an opportunity will soon occur. I doubt whether 
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a Quaker can hold an office, but if he can I have no 
objectioji to appointing Doctor Fothergill to succeed 
Doctor Thomas ; I therefore desire you will find whether 
the thing is practicable. 

After the Attorney-General’s Report I am clear Sir 
John Blacquiere ought to hold the Aulnager’s place 
during pleasure. 

During Franklin’s residence in London his “ time was much taken 
“ up by friends calling continually to inquire nows from America : 

“ on motions made and to bo made : merchants of London 
“ and of the manufacturing and port towns on their petitions ; l/ie 
“ Quakers upon theirs.'' I apprehend, however, that the letter men- 
tioned by the King was an earlier address communicated through 
David Barclay, a member of Parliament, a person of great note 
among the Quakers on either side of the ocean, and in 1775 in 
intimate correspondence with Dr. Franklin on American affairs. 
Several petitions from Congress and American municipalities or 
clubs are printed in the ‘ Annual Kegister ’ for this year, but one 
fi’om the Quakers is not among the number. At the beginning of 
the quarrel with the mother-country the Society of Friends in 
general either stood aloof from it or sided with the Koyalists ; but 
wo find a change in their opinions in 1776. Then (May 7) old 
Christopher Marshall,^ retired druggist of Philadelphia, a Quaker 
expelled for taking part against the King, wrote in his Diary, “ It 
“ is admirable to see the alteration of the Tory class in this place 
“ since the account of the engagement in Now England:® their lan- 
“ guage is quite softened, and many of them have so far renounced 
“ their former sentiments as that they have taken up arms and are 
“ joined in the associations : nay, even many of the stiff Quakers, 

“ some even of those who drew up the Testimony, are ashamed of 
“ their proceedings. The Friends hold a meeting last Fifth- day 
“ afternoon, in order to consider how to send a supply to the Bos- 
“ tonians, it being a matter they had before treated with contempt 
“ arid ridicule.” 

Doctor Fothergill^ in combination with David Barclay, laboured hard 
to effect an accommodation between England an# America through 
the medium of Franklin. At their joint request, Franklin, though* 
fiir from hopeful of the least disposition in the Ministry to an accom- 
modation, drew up a paper of ‘ Hints for Conversation ’ upon the terms 


At Lexington, April 19, 1775. 
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whioh would probably produce a durable union between Great Britain 
and her subjects. The principal objection to the ‘ Hints * seeins to 
have been, not that they were unjust or immoderate, but that they 
wore not likely to be conceded. The ‘ Hints * after revision were 
laid before Lord Dartmouth, then Secretary for the Colonies, and 
probably before Lord North also. A rumour too prevailed in the 
City to the effect that Dr. Franklin and Lord North had agreed 
upon terms of accommodation, and it had the effect of raising the 
public stocks three or four per cent. Lord Dartmouth and the 
Speaker of the House of Commons (Sir Fletcher Norton) deliberated 
upon Franklin’s paper, admitted some of his proposals to bo reason- 
able,- but objected to others as involving humiliation to this country. 
I need not add that Fothergill and Barclay’s efforts were in vain ; 
and I doubt, had the King known of the Doctor’s share in these 
conferences, if he would have been so well disposed towards him as 
this letter proves his Majesty to have been. 

[For a full account of this matter, see Parton’s ‘ Life of Franklin,’ 
vol. ii. pp. 42-65.] 

The King’s attention may have been drawn to Dr. Fothergill by 
his having been employed by the Society of Friends to draw up 
their address to him on his accession. But at this particular time 
the Doctor was in great repute. “In 1775 and 1776, when an 
“ influenza prevailed, ho numbered on an average sixty patients 
“ a day, and his practice was supposed worth 8000/. annually.” 
(Hartley Coleridge’s Life of Dr. John Fothergill, in ‘Lives* of 
Northern Worthies,’ vol. iii. ed. 1852.) 


Letter 247 . 

Kew, September 25th, 1774. 

Lord North, — I am sorry to acquaint you that by 
what Mr. Sayer, the Deputy- Stewart [sic] of West- 
minster, droped [sic] to me yesterday, there is too much 
[reason?] to apprehend that the Duke of Newcastle 
retracts from his agreement of joining Lord Thomas 
Clinton as a cjiadidate for Westminster with Lord Percy," 


• Lord Percy, in the year following, 
was engaged in warmer work than even 
a Westminster election. He commanded 
twelve hundred men at Lexington — the 
Battle of Concord^' as it was some- 


times termed, almost as appropriately 
as the Temple of Concord at Home, on 
which was affixed the celebrated pas- 
quin : — in B.Cj 121, tftyov dtiroyolas vahv 
dftovoias — Pint., C. Gracchus, c. 17. 
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and this from no nobler an idea tho,n the fear of some 
scurrilous abuse in the newspapers. I owne it grieves 
me to see men of bii*th wanting that [sic] which disgraces 
the meanest man, resolution. I hope this early informa- 
tion will enable you to write to him, and without in the 
least shewing any suspicion press him as a meritorious 
conduct towards me to nominate his son for West- 
minster, and you may easily add that Lord Mahon 
cannot be a very formidable opposer, as he will not 
open any houses ; I imderstand the Duke’s wise scheme 
is that Lord Percy ought to join Lord Mahon ; now, 
after the advertisement the latter has published, I do 
not think him in the least preferable to Humphrey 
Coates.* 

“ October 4 : at a numerous meeting of the inhabitants of Wost- 
“ minster, the Lords Mountmorres and Mahon were put in nomina- 
“ tion as proper persons to represent that city in Parliament ; and 
“ at the same time Humphrey Cotes offered his services. They have 
“ since been opposed by Lord Percy and Lord Thomas Pelham 
“ Clinton.” 

*And, on the same day, “'Lord North was robbed by a single 
“ highwayman, who fired at and wounded tho postilion.” (‘Ann. 
lieg.’ xvii. p. 155.) ^ 

Letter 248 . 

Kew, September 27th, 1774, 

5u min. pt. 1 p.m. 

. Lord North, — ^The account of the meeting at Mile- 
end yesterday shews that faction is not supported by 
the oppulent [sic] part of the county; but I entirely 
agree with you that, though this ought to rouze the 

• He was an intimate friend of Wilkes, note. — Lord Chatham’s correspondent, 
At the election in the following month Mr. Sayre, urged hhl Lordship to use his 
he demanded* a poll, but only one hun- influence with Lord Temple in dissuad- 
dred and thirty electors voted for him. ing Mr. Cotes from demanding a poll, as 
See Chatham Correspond., iv., p. 366, so doing would injure Lord Mahon. 
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gentlemen to put up proper candidates, that their 
timidity and want of zeal wiU leave the representation 
in the most disgraced hands. I think it not unlikely 
but that a premature dissolution may in some few places 
be disadvantageous, yet upon the whole, even in that 
view, it will not he of much consequence, and, consider- 
ing the chapter of accidents, it will I trust prove a very 
salutary measure, and when that is the case I do not 
grudge a little additional trouble ; and am thoroughly 
convinced that with temper, firmness, and due activity, 
that by degrees the hands of Government will be as 
strong as before the untoward events that have of late 
years arisen. 


Meeting at Mile-end yesterday , — “ 26th. At a meeting of the freo- 
“ holders at Mile-end Assembly-room, agreeable to an advertisement 
“ of the Sheriffs, for the nomination of two fit and proper persons 
“ to represent the county of Middlesex,. Mr. Sergeant Glynn and Mr. 
“ John Wilkes were almost unanimously approved, there being only 
“four objectors to Mr. Wilkes’s nomination.” (‘Ann. Keg.,’ xvii. 
p. 152.) The engagement entered into by the candidates, em- 
bracing the usual Opposition topics, contains a protest against “ the 
“ Quebec Act, establishing Pojiery a piece of political hypocrisy 
not without its modern parallels. » 


Letter 249. 

Kew, September 30th, 1774. 

57 min. pt. 8 a.m. , 

Lord North, — The City poll promises at least a reso- 
lution of trying the strength of the two parties, and 
if it goes prosperously this day may encourage persons 
to stand forth as candidates for to represent the City. 
After the account Lord Sandwich gave me of Sir 
Walter Eawlinson I am not surprised at the pusillani- 
mous part he takes, but the sounding him was perfectly 
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right. I am thoroughly convinced of the rectitude and 
wisdom of the measure recommended by the Cabinet, 
and as .such, provided every one will shew as much 
zeal and activity as you have done in the whole manage- 
ment of the load of business this day has occasioned, 
I trust it will be crowned with success. 


This day Parliament was dissolved by Eoyal proclamation, being 
the only Parliament that since 1760 received its dissolution before 
the expiration of seven years. There was only one such dissolution 
during the reign of George II., viz. in 1746. 


Letter 250 . 

Kew, October 1st,* 1774, 

Lord Nortit, — I received through the hands of Lord 
Dartmouth the answer you have got from the D. of 
Newcastle, whose nerves seem so unaccountably weak 
lhat he has .entirely mistaken your proposal for Lord 
Thomas, which was for the Duke to authorize his 
standing and t^ke no farther trouble. I hope you will 
still [find ?] a person willing to stop forth. I am de- 
sirous to know who will be candidates for the City. 


“ On the 1st of October, at a meeting of the Livery of London 
“ at Guildhall, Frederic Bull, Brass Crosby, John Sawbridge, and 
“ George Hayley were put in nomination to represent the City in 
“ Parliament, previous to which they all signed a paper, in sub- 
“ stance like that signed by Mr. Wilkes and Sergeant Glynn.” 

“ Mr. Oliver and Mr. Baker were likewise nominated, but refused 
“ to sign Ae above paper.” (‘ Ann. Keg.,’ xvii. p. 165.) 


* Lord Brougbam, p. 86, remarks. Notes on Elections — especially those 

generally, upon the King’s letters of the City for ** and for Middlesex — in 
this month: — Month of October, which great interest.** 




Kew, Ootob«r 3rd, 1774. 

SO mio. pi 11 p.m, 

Lo^d The numbers this day have certainly 

been less favourable than I hoped, but may be reco- 
vered; the conduct of Wilkes’s four representatives 
does not surprize me, but, considering the lengths 
Oliver and Baker have gone, I am a little so at their 
refusing to take the oath ; I am glad to hear two toler- 
able candidates are likely to join them. The D. of 
Newcastle’s timidity is highly absurd, and, though I 
much approve of your having again wr9te, do not ex- 
pect it will be of effect. 


Letter 252 . 

Kew, October 4th, 1774. 

65 min. pt, 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — I entirely agree with you in opinion 
that the probability is very slender of the two Aldermen 
regaining the ground they have lost these two days ; 
the conduct of the two Lords* in attending an irregular 
meeting docs them no credit ; and if proper men offer, 
will, I trust, occasion their meeting with the reception 
they deserve. I see Alderman Hopkins and Mr. Roberts 
solicit for to represent the City ; I suppose, if no new 
person appears, Mr. Baker and Alderman Oliver must 
join them. 


* Lortfe Mountmorres and Mahon. For a full and lively account of this election, 
see ^Last Journals of Horace Walpole/ vol. i. pp. 419-424. 
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. Letter 253 . 

Queen’s House, October 5th, 1774. 

5^ min. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — Just before the receipt of your letter, 
Lord Abercorn asked an audience*, and mentioned his 
desire of relinquishing his seat. I very^airly told him 
I hoped it was not his determined resolution, as he was 
one of the few of the sixteen that had regularly at- 
tended, and one of the still fewer Peers that attended 
private Bills. Upon which he said that, my seeing his 
services in that light, he now desired to be of the 
sixteen ; I therefore have put this letter into Lord 
Dartmouth’s hands to forward it to you, and, as I 
thought of Lord Aberdeen, have no objection to his 
waiting till a future vacancy. I shall direct Lord 
Suffolk to wait for your answer. 

The King, on several occasions in his correspondence with Lord 
North, manifests a lively interest in the composition of “the 
“ Sixteen,” Perhaps a clue to this feeling may be found in ‘ The 
Jlolliad,’ though the lines apply to a later period of his reign 
(p. 155, 21st cd.) : — 

'* Alike in loyalty, alike in worth, 

* Behold the Sixteen Nobles of the North ; 

‘ Fast friends to monarchy, yet sprung from those 

* Who basely sold their monarch to his foes ; 

* Since which, atoning for their fathers’ crime, 

* The sons, as basely, sell themselves to him : 

* With every change prepared to change their note, 

’* With every government prepared to vote, 

' Save when, perhaps, on some important bill, 

' They know, by second sight, the royal will.” 


Letter 254 . 

Kew, October 10th, 1774. 

30 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — On Saturday evening I received a 
note from Mr. Robinson (whose assiduity in keeping 
me informed with what was' going forward. I cannot 

VOL. I. p 
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enough commend) with the account of Sir Charles 
Eaymund’s disgraceful retreat ; the trying every means 
to get him to step, forth is certainly [quite ?] right ; but 
if he could withstand the very able letter Mr. Robinson 
wrote him, I do not think that a conversation will have 
much effect. Mr. Clitherow’s conduct is manly and sen- 
sible, and his standing without a proper collegue [sic] 
might keep out Glynn but not Wilkes, tlierefore I cannot 
see any reason for his acting ; but in consequence of the 
part Sir Charles shall take I desire you will regularly 
acquaint me with the returns of elections as they come 
to your knowledge. I have apprized Lord Delawarr 
to have the Horse and Grenadier Guards* privately 
spoke to for their votes in favour of Lord Percy and 
Lord Thomas Clinton ; • they have a large number of 
votes. 


Lkttek 255 . 

Kevv, October 10th, 1774. 

58 min. pt. M. • 

Lord North, — Nothing could give me more satis- 
faction than Sir Charles Raymund having consented to 
stand for the county if the plan for managing the elec- 
tion proposed by Mr. Robinson be exactly followed, it will 
undoubtedly be crowned with success ; the opposition in 
Hampshire may give the late member some ti'ouble, 
but I should think must prove not very serious. 


Letter 256 . 

Kew, October lOtb, 1774. 

33 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am much disappointed at the seem- 
ing end of the Middlesex contest, but still hope Mr, 


■ Lord Thomas Clinton had a company in the Foot-Qoaids. 


<• Of Middlesex. 
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Robinson may set it again on float. The, account of 
Westminster is very promising : undoubtedly men of 
the activity of Gen. Clinton and Col. Philips are very 
fit for that bustling scene ; I have kept the additional 
list of elections and the polls of London and Southwark. 

The end of the Middlesex contest appeared on the 20th of this month : — 

“ This day came on at Brentford the election of Knights of the 
“ Shire for the county of Middlesex. Mr. W^ilkos and Sergeant 
“ Glynn, the two avowed candidates, sot off about eight in the 
“ morning in the Liord Mayor’s coach and six, accompanied by his 
“ Lordship [Frederick Bull], and a very largo train of voters in car- 
“ riages and on horseback. No other candidates appearing to oppose 
“ them, the Sheriffs declared them duly elected.” — ‘Ann. Kegister,’ 
xvii. p. 157. For an account of this, the annm mirahilis in AVilkes’s 
career, see Lord Mahon, vi. p. 20. He was now Lord Mayor elect 
and member for Middlesex again. 


Lkttkr 257. 

Kew, October 12th, 1774. 

30 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — 1 should fear Sir Abraham Hume has 
now no chance of representing Southwark, and Mr. 
Roberts as little for the City. I can scarcely credit the 
report of Lord Harrington having solicited his troops” 
in favour of Lord Mahon, for his house are so ssealous 
for the success of the other candidates, that Lady Har- 
rington has sent me word that she can prove Lord 
Malion not of age till next May, which she will do if 
he obtains a victory, as that laid before the Committee 
must incapacitate him, but thought it best to be silent 
for the present, as otherwise another candidate might 
have been set ixp by the party. I am sorry to see by 
the papers Mr. Clitherow has openly declined standing 
for the county. 

* CoDip. Letter 254, where tlie King “ apprizes Lord Delawarr,” &c. 
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S?f^ IfastenwterpoZJ con^mes very 
T'.mt SOiiy to hear Mr. Dyson baa been 
str^e of the pa/sy, hut from bis former 


\)a4 Btate of liealtli I am more hurt on account of tbe 
great service lie has been of than from any hopes that 
he would have been able ever more to have been very 
active. I think the visit to Sir Fletcher Norton * very 
<well timed this evening, who I find by his ally at 
Guildford was very much enraged that you did not 
make him tbe offer at the Levee this morning, which 
I am sure would have been not a proper place for such 


a conversation. 


Lktter 259 . 

Kew, October IBth, 1774. 

48 miD. pt. 5 p.ni. 

Lord North, — The poll for Westminster could not 
be more favourable than this day ; I have heard 
it pretty positively reported that Lords Mahon and 
Mountmorres polled yesterday many very bad votes. 
The steps taken with regard to the fire-arms and gun- 
powder seem very proper.'’ 


“ October 27. — At tbe final close of the poll yesterday at Covent- 
“ Ghtrdon for representatives in Parliament for Westminster, Earl 


• Speaker of the House of Commons. coast-wise without first obtaining* a 
A proclamation was issued on the special licence for so- doing from the 
19th, forbidding the exportation of King or his Privy-Council. From this 
gunpowder, arm, or ammunition, from ^ prohibition the Master-General of Ord- 
anypart of Great Britain for six months, ; nance was exempted, 
and even prohibiting the carrying of any 
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“ Percy* and Lord Pelham Clinton were returned ; Lords Mahon 
“ and Montmorres polling more than 2000 votes less than either of 
“ the successful candidates.” ‘Ann. Eegister,’ xvii. p. 158. 


Letter 260 . 

Queen’s House, October 20tb, 1774. 

22 nun. pt. 11 a.m. 

Lord North, — I feel the propriety of your having 
by letter apprized me of Mr. Stanley’s * applicatidij to be 
restored to the Oofferership of the Household if vacat(^ 
by the stroke that has befallen Mr. Dyson, previoiia to 
the time that may require a decision ; the very hand- 
some manner with wliich Mr. Stanley conducted himself 
on that occasion, added to his zealous support on all 
occasions, makes me instantly take up my pen to answer 
your note, that he cannot have a competitor in my 
breast, and stands first for that or any other Privy- 
Council office that may suit his inclination. 


Letter 261 . 

* Kew, October 29tli, 1774, 

10 min. pt. M. 

Lord North, — On reading the newspapers I found 
this morning an account of the death of the Bishop of 
Bangor ; this seems the proper occasion of placing so 
worthy and able a man as Doctor Hurd on the Bench ; 
I therefore desire you will let this appointment be 
known, to prevent solicitations which otherwise would 
naturally occur : as to the vacant canonry at Windsor, 


* Hans Stanley was Cofferer of the by Act of Parliament in 1782. Mr. 
Household in 1766. Mr. Dyson sue- Stanley was British Minister at the 
ceeded him. The office was suppressed #oui’t of France in 1761. 



ha mi near WorceBier, the Bight Bev.Br. John 
“ ^Wjlotd Bishop Bangor.” (‘ Ann. Eeg.,' xviii. p. 198.) See 
note to Letter 266. 


Letter 262 . 

Kew, November 14th, 1774. 

15 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am much pleased at the state of the 
supposed numbers in the new Parliament. I have sug- 
gested to Lord Eochford the propriety of the Address 
of the House of Lords being moved by a peer of some 
degree of weight, as it must naturally contain strong 
assurances of supporting the authority of the mother- 
country over its colonies, and have mentioned Lord 
Hillsborough® as every way answering the above de-^ 
scription ; he has in consequence wrote, but no answer 
can as yet have arrived. 

His Majesty had reason to he “pl^ed.” “Opposition could 
muster only thirteen votes in the Upper House ; and in the 
“ Lower only seventy-throe.” Lord Mahon, vi. p. 20. Comp. ‘ Ijast 
Journals of Horace Walpole,’ vol. i. p. 4152, who reckons Opposition 
more fonnidahlo ; “ hut there was no union among them.” 


Letter 263 . 

* Queen’s House, Nov. 18th, 1774. 
48 min. pt. M. 

Lord Nor th, — I am not sorTy that the line of con- 
duct seems now chalked out, which the enclosed dis- 


» The Address was moved by the Earl of Hillsborough, and seconded by the 
Earl of Buckinghamshire. . 
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patches thoroughly justify ; the New England Govern- 
ments are in a state of rebellion, blows must decide 
whether they are to be subject to this country or inde- 
pendent. From the time you first mentioned a%ish 
that a Major-General might be sent, I have had it in 
my thoughts, and am clear that Major-General Gisborne 
is the best qualified for the particular service ; if a 
second be necessary, Major-General Cuningham will do 
well; but if it is absolutely necessary to send one 
who has already been in that country, Major-General 
Mackay is very proper ; but I should rather pitch oq, 
one of the others, as it is not a desirable commission. 


Tlie Despatches probably announced that “ This Congress approve 
“ the opposition of the inhabitants of Massacliiisotts Bay to the 
“ execution of the late Acts of raiiiament ; and if the same shall 
“ be attempted to be carried into execuiion by force, in such cases 
“ all America ought to support . them in their opposition.” (8th 
October.) Two days later they further “declared that every person 
‘ “ who should accept or act under any commission or authority de- 
“ rived from the Kegulating Act of Parliament, changing the form 
“ of government and violating the charter of Massachusetts, ought 
“ to be held in detestation.” 

The despatches may also have contained an account of tho arrival 
at Annapolis of the brig Peggy Stuart from London, laden with tea, 
on which tho owner of the vessel made haste to piy the duty. Tlie 
people of Maryland resented this submission to a claim which their 
delegates to Congress were then contesting. The landing of the 
tea was prevented : public meetings were held ; and the importers 
and tho shipowner jointly expressed their contrition, and offered to 
burn their obnoxious cargo. Even this did not content the crowd. 
At length tho importers and the owner themselves, in the presence 
of a vast multitude, set fire to the tea-packages, all of which were 
consumed, togetlier with the Peggy Stuart, her canvas, cordage, and 
every other appurtenance. (Bancroft ‘ Hist, of U, 8./ vi. p. 83.) 
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Letter 264 . 

♦Queen’s House, Nove^iber 19th, 1774. 

17 min. pt. 3 p.m. 

Lord North, — I return the private letters received 
from Lieut.-General Gage ; his idea of suspending the 
Acts appears to me the most absurd that can be sug- 
gested. The people are ripe for mischief, upon which 
the mother-country adopts suspending the measures 
she has thought necessary: this must suggest to the 
colonies a fear that alone prompts them to their present 
violence ; we must either master them or totally leave 
them to themselves and treat them as aliens. I do not 
by this mean to insinuate that I am for advice [sic] 
[advising] new measures ; but I am for supporting 
those already undertaken. 


General Gage found himself after his return to Boston, and in 
spite of a very ceremonious reception there on the 17th of May 
(see Bancroft, vi. p. 14), in a very disagreeable situation. All the* 
labourers and artificers of the town and the state refused to assist 
him in the erecting of the barracks wanted for the increased number 
of troops ; and upon his sending to New York for workmen, none 
would obey his summons, nor supply him with tools or implements. 

> “ Gage,” says Mr. Bancroft (ib. p. 79), “ who came flushed with 

“ confidence in an easy victory, at the end of four months was 
“ carcwom, disheartened, and appalled. With the forces under his 
“ command, he hoped for no more than to pass the winter unmo- 
“ lestcd. At one moment, a suspension of the pencil acts was his 
“ favourite advice, which the King ridiculed as senseless ; at the 
“ next he demanded an army of twenty thousand men, to bo com- 
“ posed of Canadian recruits, Indians, and hirelings from the con- 
“ tinent of Europe ; again, ho would bring the Americans to terms 
“ by casting them off as fellow-subjects, and not suffering oven a 
“ boat to go in or out of their harbours. Out of Boston his power 
“ was at an end.’* 
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L*kttrr 265. 

Kew, November 27th, 1774. 

5 min. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — The resolution for the Address o^the 
House of Commons seems fully to express those senti- 
ments that I trust I shall ever meet with from that 
body. 

I have heard a report that Mr. Wilkes is to propose 
Mackreath for Speaker ; this would appear impossible 
to be true, if the author s character was not known to 
be void of decency : might it therefore not be prudent 
to get him on Tuesday morning to vacat his seat, and 
not to mention it but in case the motion should be 
made ? 

It is rather extraordinary if the Bishop of Worcester 
should recover, but at least the accident has shewn my 
desire of doing that which must give you pleasure. 

Mackreih, Mr. (afterwards Sir Robert), married the only child of 
Mr. Arthur, from whom Arthur’s Club-house, 69, St. James’s Street, 
derived its name. Mactreth prospered, for he became master of 
White’s Chocolate-house in the same street, his father-in-law’s 
property. (Cunningham, ‘Handbook of London,’ p. 19, 1850.) 
Walpole, writing to Mann in 1774, speaking of the new Parliament, 
says ; “ Bob, formerly a waiter at White’s, was sot up by my nephew 
“ for two boroughs, and actually is returned for Castle-Rising with 
“ Mr. Wedderburn — 

“ Curru servus portatur eodem.” 

Mackreth was afterwards knighted, and is conspicuous in this once 
celebrated epigram : — 

“ When Mackreth served in Arthur's crew, 

“ He said to Rumbold ‘Black my shoe 

“ To which he answered — ‘ Yea, Bob 
“ But, when returned from India's land, 

“ And grown too proud to brook command, 

“ He sternly answered, ‘ Nay, Bob.’ ” 

Among the records of the club is — “22 March, 1755. That the 
“ names of all candidates are to be deposited with Mr. Arthur or 
“ Bob ” [Mackreth]. See Letter 221 for “ Rumbold.” 
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Letter 26^. 

Queen’s House, November 29th, 1774. 

26 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — I learnt from the Chancellor at the 
House of Lordjj this day, that a clergyman quitted Bath 
on Sunday morning to solicit him for a living vacated 
by the death of the Bishop of Worcester #n Saturday 
night; this I rather think is rather premature; but 
having since heard it pretty positively asserted that 
accounts are arrived this day from that place assuring 
he is dead, I trust if true you will h^ve Jieard it, in 
which case I desire you will acquaint the Bishop of 
Lichfield with his being* promoted to the See of Wor- 
cester, and Doctor Hurd to that of Lichfield ; the Bishop 
of Bangor is, I believe, now certainly dead, which will 
occasion a promotion that will certainly open a small 
bishoprick for the Dean of Canterbury, who, having 
good preferments, can be contented with any that may 
be conferred on him. 

Dr. Hrowulowo Nortli, Bi«hop of Lichfield and Coventry, was 
preferred to the See of Worcester in the room of Dr. James Johnson, 
deceased, November 20. The Dean of Canterbury, Dr. John Moore, 
became Bishop of Bangor; and Dr. ITurd, Master of the Teniple, 
Bishop of Lichfield. * 

November 29-20 : — “ The IFouso of Commons having re-elected 
“ Sir Fletcher Norton Speaker, the King opened the Session by nien- 
“ tioning, with great concern, the continuing prevalence of a daring 
“ spirit of resistance to the laws, which in Massachusetts Baj’" had 
“ bioken forth in fresh violences of a very criminal nature, and was 
“ countenanced and encouraged in other colonies. His Majesty de- 
“ dared his resolution to withstand every attempt to weaken or 
“ impair the supreme authority of the legislature over all his domi- 
“ nions, the maintenance of which he considered essential to the 
“ dignity, safety, and welfare of the empire.” Adolphus, ii. p. 168. 

“ In the Lords the Earl of Hillsborough, in moving the Address, 
“ expressed his abhorrence of the principles which Massachusetts 
“ maintained ; and when the Duke of Richmond, in j>roposing an 
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“ amendment, recommended, delay for further information, ho was 
“ told that the sooner and the more spiritedly Tarliament spoke out 
“ on the subject the better. ‘ I advised the dissolution,’ said Lord 
“ North, ‘ lest popular dissatisfaction, arising from untoward events, 
“ should break the chain of those public measures necessary to 
“ reduce the colonies to obedience.’ ‘There are now men,’ said 
“ Lord Hillsborough, ‘ walking in the streets of London, who ought 
“ to be in Newgate or at Tyburn.’ Ho referred to Quincy and 
“ Franklin ! ” Jfor an account of this Parliament, the first in 
which he sat, see Gibbon’s ‘Memoirs of his Life,’ Miscell. Works, 
vol. i. p. 146, and Lord Mahon, vi. p. 10. 


LK’i’TKit 267. 

* Queen’s House, December 15th, 1774. 
min. pt. 0 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am pleased at lieariiig that the 
Army and Ordnance Estimates passed the Committee of 
Supply this day without any division. 

I was much pleased with your ideas concerning the 
suspension of bounties and other regulations that may 
be effected this Session towards bringing the Americans 
to their duty, but am not so fond of the sending com- 
missioners to examine into the disputes, this looks so 
like the mother country being more affraid [sic] of the 
continuance of the dispute than the colonies, and I can- 
not think it likely to make them reasonable ; I do not 
want to drive them to despair but to submission, which 
nothing but feeling the inconvenience of their situation 
can bring their pride to submit to. 

“ Sufficient information had not yet arrived concerning the 
“ extent of American rosietance : the letters hitherto received from 
“ the governors warranted indeed the observations in the King’s 
“ speech, but contained neither facts nor inferences which could 
“ justify the Ministiy in stating to Parliament the expectation 
“ of an armed opposition. ITic number of seamen was therefore 
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“ reduced from twenty to sixteen thousand, and the land forces 
“ fixed at seventeen thousand five hundred and forty-seven effective 
“ men. These estimates, although not regularly opposed, did not pass 
“ without considerable debates, of which the state of America 
“ formed tlie principal subject.” (Adolphus, ii. p. 1 59.) 


Letter 268 . 

Queen’s House, December 18th, 1774. 

35 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

Lobd Nokth, — The sending a Major-General to Ame- 
rica will [be] very proper; but as a general plan is 
necessary to be formed for that country, would it not be 
right not to act by detail, but have the whole digested 
before any step is taken ? Should it be thought right 
to give the command of the forces in America to Sir 
Jeffery Amherst, it would be right he should be con- 
sulted as to fhe Generals to serve with him ; therefore, 
if yet you wish a Major-General should be sent prior to 
the formation of a plan of future conduct, I should 
think he ought to be consulted who will suit best this 
kind of service, which requires as much prudence as firm- 
ness. I should have been sorry if you had attempted 
coming to St. James’s this day, for rest must be neces- 
sary to strengthen your knee. 


I close the correspondence of 1774 with a letter from a statesman 
who viewed the crisis with fiir different eyes from those of either 
liis Majesty or his Majesty’s Ministers : — 

“ Hayes, December 24tb, 1774.» 

“ Dear Sir, — S oon after I had the pleasure of seeing you, I re- 
“ ceived the extracts from the votes and proceedings of the American 
“ Congress. I have not words to express my satisfaction that 


• Chatham CoiTesi3., iv. p. 308. 
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“ the Congress has conducted this most arduous and delicate bu- 
“ sinoss with such manly wisdom and calm resolution as do the 
“ highest honour to their deliberations. Very few are the things 
“ contained in their resolves that I could wish had been otherwise. 
“ Upon the whole, I think it must be evident to every unprejudiced 
“ man in England who feels for 'the rights of mankind, that Ame- 
“ rica, under all her oppressions and provocations, holds forth to us 
“ the most fair and just opening for restoring harmony and affec- 
“ tionate intercourse as heretofore. 

“ I trust thafl the minds of men are more than beginning to 
“ change on this great subject, so little understood; and that it will 
“ be impossible for free men in England to wish to see three millions 
“ of slaves in Ameriea. 

“ Chatuam. 

“ Stephen Sayre, Esq.” 


Lkttkr 260. 

* Queen's House, January 16th, 1775. 

Lord North, — ^The frankness with which you have 
stated in your letter of yesterday your sentiments on the 
(jffect of the answer I may finally direct you to give the 
Duke of G-loucester in consequence of the message he deli- 
vered to you last Tuesday, gives me real satisfaction ; foi' 
openness I look upon as at all times the proper line for 
an honest man to follow, and that -the cause must he 
very improper when a man is drove to subterfuges : 
I shall therefore be as*clear in my answer to you. 

To the Duke’s desire of going abroad I give my 
consent ; to his offer of selling his two houses on St. 
Leonard’s Hill to me, that I have no intention of making 
any. purchase in that neighbourhood; and to the I’e- 
newal of his request for a provision for his family, I do 
not see any reason to give a different answer than the 
last year.* 

I find from Lord Rochford that he sent you yesterday 


• See Letter 200, Jan. 10, 1774. 
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the message he brought and the answer he returned; 
but I well recollect that it was on his sending back 
Lord Rochford witli an explanation, th^t his application 
hlid not been alone for his children, but for the lady he 
has married, to which I replied that I had no answer 
to give. 

My dear Lord, I cannot deny that on the subject of 
the Duke of Gloucester my heart is wounded. I have 
over loved him more with the fondness one bears to a 
child, than a brother : his whole conduct, from the time 
of his publishing what I must ever think a highly dis- 
graceful step, has tended to make the breach wider ; 
I cannot therefore bring myself, on a repetition of his 
application, to give him holies of a future establishment 
for his children, which would only bring a fresh alter- 
cation about his wife, whom I can never think of placing 
in a situation to answer her extreme pride and vanity. 
Should he be so ill-advised as to have a provision for 
her and the children moved in Parliament, the line of 
conduct to be held is plain. As my conduct is proper, 
I am not unwilling that the whole world may know it ; 
and all the answer to lie given by my Ministers, that 
it is natural the King should not apply to Parliament 
for provisions for the children of a younger branch of 
his family when he has not as yet done it for his own 
numerous offspring, and totally avoid mentioning the 
lady. So far for the public; but for yourself, I am 
certain you know my way of thinking too well to douht 
that, should any accident happen to the Duke, I shall 
certainly take care of his children. 

To sum the whole up, I do not chuse, for the sake of 
preventing the- affair being agitated in Parliament, to 
authorize your giving an answer that I do not think it 
right to give. 
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“The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester left England in the 
“ autumn of this year, for the Duke’s health, the distress of his 
“ finances, and worn out by the persecutions of the Court, which 
“ had been carried so far, that officers of other regiments were con- 
“ tinually preferred to those in the Duke’s own. When Lord Kodi- 
“ ford, before they sot out, asked the Duke whither he whb going, 
“ he replied, with equal sense, spirit, and severity, ‘ To Kome, my 
“ Lord, the only place where the Pretender .and 1 can live.* * In 
“ France they wore received with the most distinguished honours 
“ by order of that Court ; the King himself ifivited them to Ver- 
sailles, which the Duke, out of decency to his brother, declined. 
“ At Metz, where the troops were reviewed for them, M. do ( 'astries, 
the commanding officer, asking the Duchess who were Knights of 
“ the Garter, and she naming Lord North, ho said, ‘ Pourquoi 
“ I’a-t-il, lui ? est-ce pour avoir perdu I’Amerique ? ’ The Duke of 
“ W'irtemberg and the Senate of Venice paid them no loss respect. 
“ The Pope was as full of attentions, and borrowed a palace for 
“ them.” ‘ Last Journals of Horace \Valpolo,’ vol. ii. p, 18. 

I’arliament, which had adjourned on the 22nd of December, re- 
assembled on tlio 19th of January, when Lord North presented to 
the House, by liis Majesty’s command, “ the Papers relating to the 
“ Disturbances in North America ” (‘ Pari. Hist.’ xviii. p. 74 foil.), 
and moved that the said papers be referred to the consideration of a 
(Committee of the whole House on the 26th. 

^ On the 20th of January Lord Dartmouth presented the same 
papers to the House of Lords. After which the Earl of Chatham 
moved that the troops be withdra^wn from Boston (ib. p. 140 foil.). 
Division — 68 Non-Contents, 18 Contents. This is the majority 
referred to as “very handsome” in Jjctter 270. 

The Rockingham Whigs were aggrieved by Lord Chatham’s not 
communicating the purport of his motion to them. In a letter to 
Lord Stanhope, 19th January, the Earl says — “ Be so good as not to 
“ communicate what my intended motion is to any one whatever ; 

“ but the more it is known and propagated that I am to make a 
“ motion relative to America the better.” Viscount Mahon had re- 
cently married Lady Hester Pitt, which accounts for this confidence 
of the Earl’s. In his speech^ the first* he made in the House of Lords 
after the Christmas holidays,^Lotd Chatham attacked Lord Rocking- 
ham’s conduct on the Declaratory Act. “ It leaves you,” he said, 

“ a right to take the money of the Americans when you please.”/ 
(‘ Memoirs of Rockingham,’ ii. p. 260 foil.). 

• The Duke could not go to any other capital, as the King’s ambasaadoi’s were 
not allowed to pay their duty to him. 
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There was apparently, at least in Lord Chatham’s opinion, some 
mystery about his intended motion. He begs Lady Chatham to 
“ send him positive and certain information if the. House of Lords 
“ meets on Thursday, or not till Friday. I fQBx jockey ship, am re- 
“ solved to be there on the first day of meeting,” &c!, January 1 6 ; and 
on the iSth Lady Chatham writes, — think it important that you 
“ should know what infinite pains are taken to circulate an authori- 
“ tative report, that you are determined to give yourself no trouble 
“ upon American affairs, and that, for certain, you do nqt mean to 
“ come to town. It is so strong that it proves how much there is 
“ to be afraid of, jockey ship, ^ and whatever is bad” (‘Correspond.’ 
iv. p. 370-1). In a letter of the same date the Earl tells Lady 
Chatham — “ Don’t disquiet yourself about the impudent and ri % 
“ culous lie of the hour. The plot does not he very deep. It is only 
“ a pitiful device of fear — court fear and faction fear. If gout does 
“ not put in a veto, which I trust in Heaven it will not, I will be 
“ in the House of Lords on Friday, then and there to make a motion 
“ relative to America. He of good cheer.— 

** * Yea, I am prpud — I must be proud— to see 
Men, not afraid of God, afraid of me.’ ” 

The division on the 20th of January was rendered in some 
measure remarkable by the King’s brother, the Duke of Cumber- 
land, voting in the minority of 18. Franklin was present at the 
debate in the Lords, and in a letter to Lord Stanhope (‘ Chathajn 
Correspond.’ iv. p. 385) says, “ Dr. Franklin is filled with admira- 
“ tion of that truly great man Chatham. He has seen, in the 
“ course of life, sometimes eloquence without wisdom, and often 
“ wisdom without eloquence ; in the present instance he sees both 
“ united, and both, as he thinks, in the highest degree possible.” 
On. the following Friday, Jan. 27th, Franklin wont down to Hayes 
(see I^rd Mahon, vi. pp. 21-23). 


Letter 270 . 

♦ Queen’s House, January 23rd, 1775. 

3 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — The ev&ts of the day give me infinite 
satisfaction, and promise a very favourable issue of 


» This word appears to have been “ had no disposition for what is called 
in vogue at the time among politicians. « politics. It presented to my mind no 
Paine, in his account of his early career, “ other idea than is contained in the 
'Age of Reason,’ Part I., says: — "I ** word ' JbcAreysfttjp.’ ” 
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the present unpleasant business. Nothing can b^ more 
calculated to bring the Americans to a due submission 
than the very handsome majority that at the outset 
have appeared in both Houses of Parliament. 


Debate in the Commons on the Petition of tho Merchants of 
London and Bristol for Beoonciliation with America. Majority 
for Ministers 127 (192 — 65.) 


Letter 271 , 

Queen's House, February 3rd, 1775. 

• 20 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Loud North, — I am much pleased at your informa- 
tion of the very respectable majority in favour of the 
Address moved by you on the present rebellious state 
of Ameriga, I should imagine that, after the A'cry 
flagrant outrage committed by the province of New 
Hampshire, some notice ought to be taken of it, for 
whatever difference prudence may devise between the 
New English Governments and those of the rest of 
North America, this cannot extend to New Hampshire. 


The very respectable majority in the debate in the Commons on 
An Address to tho King upon the disturbances in North America 
(Feb. 2) was: — (1) against Mr. Fox’s amendment (‘Pari. Hist.,’ 
xviii. p. 227), 199 (304 — 105); (2) for Lord North’s original motion, 
190 (296—106). 

The flagrant outrage in New Hampshire , — After the royal proclama- 
tion had been issued in America prohibiting the exportation of 
warlike stores to the Colonies, a number of armed men in New 
Hampshire surprised a small fort, called “ W illiam and Mary,” 
garrisoned by an officer and five men only, and carried off the 
ordnance, gunpowder, and other military stores. 


VOL. I. 
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Letter 272 . 

Queen's House, February 7th, 1775. 

5 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — I am much pleased at finding that 
you concluded last night the business of the Address, 
though I feel for the fatigue you must have endured by 
setting [sic] in the House till this morning at three. 


On the (5th of February, when the Address was reported, there 
was another warm debate. Lord John Cavendish moved to re- 
commit tho Address. Ilis motion was negatived by a majority of 
nearly three to one. Majority 190 (296 — 106) ; and in the Lords 
103 (Contents 208 ; Not-Contents 105). 

“We voted an Address,” writes Gibbon to Holroyd, Feb. 8 “(304 
“ to 105), of lives and fortunes, declaring Massachusetts Bay in a 
“ state of rebellion. More troops, but I fear not enough, go to 
“ America, to make an army of 10,000 men at Boston; three 
“ generals, Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton. In a few days we stop 
“ the ports of New England. I cannot write volumes ; but I am 
“ more and more convinced that, with firmness, all n^ay go well ; 
“ yet I sometimes doubt.” “ITie Ministry,” writes William Pitt to 
the Countess of Chatham in an account of the debate on tho 20th 
of January, “ were violent boyond expectation, almost to madness. 
“ Instead of recalling tho troops now there, they talked of sending 
“ more.” — ‘ Chatham Corresp.,’ iv. p. 375. 

“ The fatigue you must have endured,'* — Gibbon to Holroyd, Feb. 8 : 
— “ Wo always sit on tho Grenvillian Committee of Downton from 
“ ten to three and a half ; after which, that day (Feb. 6), I went 
“ into tho House and sat till three in the morning.” 


Letter 273 . 

♦ Queen's House, February 8th, 1775. 

50 min. pt. 1 1 a.m. 

Lord North, — The proposed answer to the Address 
is highly proper, as it conveys the sentiments that must 
be harboured by every candid and rational mind. This 
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language ought to open the eyes of the deluded Ameri- 
cans ; but, if it does not,' it must set every delicate man 
at liberty to avow the propriety of the mOst coercive 
measures. 

“ The debates on the Address in the Commons wore on the 2nd 
“ and 6th, and in the Lords on the 7th of February. In the latter, 
“ the Address was carried by 104 to 29 ; in the Commons, by 304 
“ to 105 upon the Address, and by 288 to 105 upon the Keport.” 
— Lord Brougham’s note, p. 87. I cannot, however, reconcile these 
numbers with those in the preceding note. 


Letter 274 . 

Queen’s House, February 8th, \7irt. 

18 min. pt. G p.m. 

Lord North, — The joint Address of the two Houses 
of Parliament having been carried by such great majo- 
ritys, to give it the appearance it deserves with the 
public nothing now remains necessary but its being 
presented to-morrow by a large attendance. I there- 
fore hope you will insinuate the propriety of this, and 
that the Members may come up with the Speaker from 
the House of Commons, not join him at St. James’s. I 
have given Lord Rochford a similar hint for the House 
of Lords. 

“ 9th Feb. — Both Houses of Parliament waited on His Majesty 
“ with a joint Address relative to the present disturbances in North 
‘‘ America.” — ‘ Ann. Keg.,’ xviii. p. 91. For the Address, see ib. 
p. 247. 


Letter 275 , 

Queen’s House, February 11th, 1775. 

20 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — The hearty concurrence of the majo- 
rity of the House of Commons in the measures proposed 
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to be pursued in New England could not be more 
evident than in [its] with good humour receiving the 
motion for* the temporary restraining the trade and 
fishery of that province at so late an hour as six last 
evening, and consequently being open to a long debate. 

I find that the preparations the three Major-Generals® 
must inevitably make for their expedition to N. 
America cannot cost them less than 500?. each. They 
have behaved so very properly, and are so poor, that I 
wish you could find some m«ans of instructing Lord 
Barrington to allow them that sum. ^ I should think, as 
the service is quite different from any other, this might 
be effected without establishing a precedent that other 
officers might avail themselves of on future occasions. 


“Fob. 10. — Debate in tbo House of Commons on bringing in the 
“ Rill for restraining the trade and commerce of the New England 
** Colonics. Lord North moved ‘ That leave be given to bring in 
“ a Bill for restraining the trade and commerce of Massachusetts 
“ Bay and New Hampshire, &c. &c., to Great Britain, Ireland, and 
“the British Islands in the West Indies; and to prohibit such 
“ provinces and colonies from carrying on any fishery on the banks 
“ of Newfoundland, or other places therein to be mentioned, under 
“ certain conditions, and for a time to be limited.* The question 
“ was called for about twelve o’clock, when the Committee divided : 
“ for the motion, '261 ; against it, 85.” Mr. Bancroft observes that 
Lord North’s prohibition “by keeping the New England fisher- 
“ men at home provoked discontent, and provided recruits for an 
“ insurgent army.” — vi. p. 147. By the time the Bill could arrive 
in America the fishing-season would be over, and could have no 
effect, till a full year should be expired, in distressing the Massa- 
chusetts. Lord North’s temporising or dilatoriness appeared in the 
manner of conducting this Bill, 


Burgoyne, Howe, and Clinton, 
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Letter 276 . 

Queen's House, February 14th, 1775. 

50 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — By the Minutos.of the House of Lords 
of yesterday, I find the Land Tax Bill has passed both 
Houses. I am ready to go to the House of Peers the 
day that may best suit the other Bills* that may be 
ready or nearly so now ; I therefore desire, when you 
have enquired which will be most convenient, that I 
may have due notice for giving the necessary orders. 


Letter 277 . 

♦ Queen's House, February 15tb, 1775. 

6 min. pt. 10 a.m. 

Lord North, — I take this method of returning the 
secret letter from Maryland. The author seems to be 
g, spirited man, and well adapted to the difficulties he 
may meet with ; but where violence is with resolution 
repelled it commonly yields, and I owne, though a 
thorough friend to holding out the olive-branch, I have 
not the smallest doubt that, if it does not succeed, that 
when once vigorous measures appear to be the only 
means left of bringing the Americans to a due sub- 
mission to the mother country^ that the Colonies will 
submit. I return also the foolish anonimous [sic] letter ; 
any of that nature I equally despise whilst I have no- 
thing to lay to my charge. I entirely place my security 
in the protection of the Divine Disposer of all things, 
and shall never look to the right or left, but steadily 
pursue the tract [sic] which my conscience dictates to 
be the rijght one. 

• Among them one for adding 2000 seamen to the navy, which Ministers had 
refused at Christmas. • 
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As there seems to be no hurry in passing the Land 
Tax, I will postpone it till Friday, and desire notice 
may be given that the private [Bills] which can be 
finished by that day piay be passed at the same time. 


The King, in the words olwe-hrancli, anticipated a phrase destined 
to be memorable. “At this period the Members of Congress con- 
“ tinned to profess, and many of them no doubt continued to feel, 
“ a sense of loyal duty to the Crown. For several months ensuing 
“ they avoided (and none more carefully than Washington) to men- 
“ tion the troops from England as the Koyal, and called them only 
“ the Ministerial, army. On the 8th of July they signed a Petition “ 
“ to ‘ the King’s most excellent Majesty,* declaring themselves his 
“ dutiful subjects, and praying that his royal magnanimity and 
“ benevolence might be inteiposed to direct some mode by which 
“ the united applications of his faithful colonists might be im- 
“ proved into a happy and permanent reconciliation. This appeal, 
“ which, if unsuccessful, they resolved should be their last, they 
“ determined to lay before their Sovereign by the most solemn 
“ means in their power, by the hands of Mr. Eiehard Penn, one of 
“ the proprietaries of the province in which they were assembled, 
“ in conjunction with the agents for the Colonies in England. 
“ Mr. Penn accordingly sailed homewards on this important mis- 
“ sion; a mission which then and afterwards was commemorated 
“ in America by an expressive phrase, ‘ the olive-branch* ” Lord 
Mahon, vi. p. 62. 

“ On the 17th His Majesty went to the House of Peers, and gave 
“ his royal assent to a Bill for granting an aid to His Majesty by a 
“Zand tax for the service of the year 1775, &c. — ‘ Ann. Keg.,' 

xviii. p. 92, 


Letter 278 . 

Queen’s House, February 17th, 1775. 

- 40 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am much pleased at your sending 
the canvas of the House of Commons on the American 


• This Petition was drawn up by ever peaceful may have been his words, 

John Dickinson and signed by Ben- ** war was in his heart.” See Franklin’s 
jamin Franklin. But at this time, how- Works, vol. viii. p. 155. 
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and Middlesex questions, which serves to correct the 
former list of the new Parliament. 

I return the Secret Service receipt and the proposal 
of Lieut.-Ool. Maclean, which latter deserves attention. 

See Letter 286. 


Lettkr 279 . 

* Queen's House, February 19tb, 1775. 

8 min. pt. G p.m. 

Loud North, — I very highly approve &f the Resolu- 
tion propo.sed to be moved to-morrow in the Committee 
on the American papers, as it plainly defines the line 
to he held in America ; and, as it puts an end to Con- 
gresses, it certainly will have a good effect in tin's 
country, and I should hope in at least some of tlie 
^ Colonies. I have seen Lord Sufiblk this day, who has 
assured me that the Solicitor-General will join you on 
Wednesday, if he can make a real distinction to cover 
him from the strictures of Opposition. He says he is 
certain Lord Guernsey and Mr, Charles Finch are open 
to vote with you on that occasion if applied to by you ; 
and he has promised me that if upon that they shall 
consult him, that he will say the question is different 
now than when agitated formerly, and that they are at 
liberty to take the part you wish. I have also sent to 
the D. of Newcastle that Lord Thomas Clinton might 
be recalled from Bath, but have not succeeded. 

“ The Resolution proposed to he moved to-morrow .'^ — On the 20th of 
February, in a Committee of the whole H<ftise, Lord North, to the 
amazement of all parties, and even of his own followers who were 
not in the secret, brought forward a conciliatoiy resolution: — 
“ That, when the governor, council, and assembly, or general court 
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“ of any of His Majesty’s provinces or colonies, sliall propose to 
“ make provision for contributing their proportion to the common 
“ defence, to be raised under the authorities of the general court or 
“ general assembly, and disposable by Parliament, and shall engage 
“ to make provision also for the support of the civil government and 
“ administration of justice, it will proper, if such proposal shall 
“ be approved by His Majesty in Parliament, and for so long as 
“ such provision shall bo made accordingly, to forbear, in respect of 
“ such province or colony, to levy any duty, tax, or assessment, 
“ except 'for the regulation of commerce, the net produce of which 
“ shall be carried to the account of such province, colony, or plan- 
“ tation/' 

The resolution was adopted by a majority of 166 (274 — 88). 
Lord North was strenuously opposed by “the King’s Friends,” 
Welbore Ellis, Mr. Rigby, &c. <feo., and at one time seemed yielding 
to the storm. 


Letter 280 . 

Queen’s House, February 2l8t, 1775. 

15 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — I never doubted of the zeal of the 
House of Commons in support of the just superiority 
of the motlier-country over its colonies ; but the debate 
of yesterday is a very convincing proof of it ; no one 
can be more sincerely of that opinion than myself, 
tliough thoroughly approving the resolution taken, 
which certainly in a most manly manner shews what 
is expected, and gives up no right. 


“ The debate of yesterday,^* — Burke (* Ann. Reg.,’ 1775, p. 95 foil.) 
gives the following account of this extraordinary debate : — 

“ That numerous high-prerogative party, who always loved a 
“ strong government, in whatever hands it might be lodged, and 
“ accordingly had, upon principle, ever opposed any relaxation in 
“ favour of the coloniei^ heard the propositions [of Lord North] with 
“ horror, and considered themselves as abandoned and betrayed. 
“ Even some of the old stanch friends of Government, who had 
“ always gone with every administration, and unifoymly pursued 
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“ the same line of conduct in all changes of men and measures, 
“ began now more than to waver. In a word, the Treasury benches 
“ seemed to totter, and that ministerial phalanx, which had been so 
“ long irresistible, to be ready to break' and- to fall into irretrievable 
“ disorder. The opposition to the Minister’s motion, accordingly, 
“ originated on his own side.” 

Gibbon thus describes the scene on the 20th to Mr. Holroyd 
(February 25) : — < , 

“ Wo go on with regard to America, if we can be said to go 
“on, for on last Monday a conciliatory motion of allowing the* 
“ colonies to tax themselves was introduced by Lord North in 
“ the midst of lives and fortunes, war and famine. lY© wont 
“ into the House in confusion, every moment expecting that the 
“ Bedfords would fly into rebellion against those measures. Lord 
“ North rose six times to appease the storm, but all in vain : till 
“ at length Sir Gilbert (Elliot) declared for Administration, and 
“ the troops all rallied under their proper standard.” 

Lord Chatham, in a letter to his Countess (‘ Correspond.,’ iv. p. 
403), gave his account of the ministerial embarrassment : — 

“ Lord North was, in the beginning of the day, like a man 
“ ex]^lodedy and the judgment of the House, during about two hours, 

“ was, that his Lordship was going to bo in a considerable minority ; 

“ Mr. Ellis and others, young Ackland in particular, having de- 
“ dared highly and roughly against his desertion of the cause of 
^ “ cruelty. Sir Gilbert Elliot arose and spake ‘ very brafe and wise 
“ worts ’ in the ‘ imminent and deadly breach,’ and turned the 
“ fortune of the day. The warlike Kigby only took notes, and put 
“ them generously in his pocket.” 

For a good account of this ministerial alarm, see * Pictorial Hist. 
Goo. III.,’ vol. i. pp. 205-6 ; ‘ Ann. Ecg.,’ 1775. 


Letter 281 . 

♦ Queen’s House, February 23rd, 1775. 

• 57 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — It is impossible that anything could 
have proved more advantageous than the bringing 
forward the old affair of the Middlesex election, as it 
has met with a handsomer majority than in the former 
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»y»^ we diaU'm fixture 
6otitention brought into 
mot comprehend the reason of Mr. 
B cbusdng to speak, unless be thinks 
U^li that C[ii6stioii being consistent is a veil over that 
^ini^Wdty that often appears in his political deportment ; 
I owne the frankness of the Attorney is much more 
*to my mind. 


** Sir George Savile’s annual motion relative to the Middlesex 
“ election was this year taken out of his hands, being yielded with 
“ great propriety to the gentleman who was immediately affected 
“ by the decision. Mr. Wilkes, who was now Lord Mayor, and who 
“ represented the c8unty of Middlesex in Parliament, took up in 
“ person his own cause, and, two days after the debate on the#con- 
“ ciliatory motion, moved ‘ That the resolution of this House of the 
“ 17th February, 1769, “ that John Wilkes, Esq., having been in this 
“ session of Parliament expelled this House, was, and is, incapable of 
sitting in the present Parliament,” be expunged from the Journals 
“ of this House as being subversive of the rights of the whole body 
“ of electors of this kingdom.’ 

“ The motion was ably supported by the Lord Mayor, who was 
also well seconded ; and a considerable debate ensued. The ques- 
“ tion was overruled by a majority of 68 (239—171).” (‘Ann. Eeg., 
xviii. p. 101.) The resolution was not expunged until 1782. 

“ On Wednesday,” writes Gibbon to Holroyd (Fob. 25), “ we had 
“ the Middlesex election. I was a patriot ; sat by the Lord Mayor, 
“ who spoke and with temper, but before the end of the debate fell 
“ fast asleep.” “ Thurlow, Attorney-General, opposed, and Wedder- 
“ burn, Solicitor-General, supported the motion.” Lord Brougham, 
p. 88. In the course of the debate. Van (see Letter 223, note) 
urged the imputation of blasphemy against Wilkes. Wilkes called 
for the words of the resolution, in which impiety^ not blasphemy, was 
expressed. “ A puppy I ” cried Wilkes to those near him ; “ does he 
“ think I don’t know what is blasphemy better than he?” 
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Letter 282 . 

♦ Queen’s House, February 28th, 1775. 

50 min. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — ^The vacancy in the Court of Session 
must be filled up by Mr. Lockhart,* agreable to the 
application of Lord Rochford, and I consent to the 
brother of Sir Gilbert Elliot being appointed^ Gene- 
ral of the Mint. It will be right to wait the receipt 
of the applications of the other heirs to the Barony of 
Clifford, but at the same time the Earl of Salisbury 
and Lady Egmont, having for their families seats in 
the House of Lords, are out of the question : the decision 
must lie between Mr. Southwell ** and the Dowager 
Countess of Gower ; the former, being descended from 
the eldest sister, and having an estate sufficient to 
support the dignity, seems to have a prior claim to 
favour. 


Letter 283 .' 

’“Queen’s House, March Gth, 1775, 

38 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — Though in general it is not just to 
weigh the propriety of a measure by the event, yet 
in the case of the Bill reported this day it is fair to 
declare that the languor of Opposition ® are [sic] so from 
feeling the sense of the nation warm in favour of the 
proposition. The more I revolve in my mind the line 
adopted in the American affairs, the more I am con- 
vinced of the rectitude, candour, and becoming firmness. 


• ** Alexander Lockhart, Esq., to be ** See Letter 356. 

** one of the Ordinary Lords of His Ma- ® “To the American Bills.’* — Lord 

** jeaty’s Session in Scotland.” March, Brougham, p. 88. 

*Aun. Register/ xviii. p. 202. 
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and if properly attended to must with time be crowned 
with success. 

The langtLor of Opposition. — ^TMs “ half-faced fellowship ” charac- 
terised Opposition in the next as well as in the present session 
of Parliament, The Duke of Eichmond wrote to the Marquis of 
Eockingham on the 11th of December, 1775, — 

“ I confess that I feel very languid about this American business. 
“ The merchants and others stirring upon a particular Bill only 
“ when it pinches them, will do no good. They must be made to 

see that the measures, on the whole, are good or bad ; if good, a 
“ particular measure is scarce worth opposing ; but if, upon the 
“ whole, they are ruinous, the whole system must be opposed. Will 
“ they come forth and give general opposition to men they feel are 
“ ruining them and the country ? Till they will, no good can be done. 

“ I see none in making, now and then, an effort, sometimes more, 
“ sometimes less strong, for men who, three times out of four, support 
“ that very Government which oppresses them. ; The only thing that 
“ can restore common sense to this country is fijeling the dreadful 
“ consequences which must soon follow such diabolical measures.” 
(* Memoirs of Eockingham,* ii. p. 290.) This letter indeed was 
written after the American business had assumed a far graver aspect 
than it wore in March, but, on that very account, the languor is the 
more remarkable. The Opposition indeed was committed to a contest 
with “ mighty opposites ** — the King, the Ministers, the army, the * 
country-party — was itself divided, and, with few exceptions, was 
ignorant of the strength of the insurgents, and distrustful and 
supercilious towards the Americans generally. 


Letter 284 . 

♦ Queen's House, March 27th, 1775. 

2 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — ^A s I find, by tbe letter received this 
forenoon from you. Lord Weymouth’s ready acceptance 
of the Gold Key vacs|J:ed by the death of the late 
worthy and honourable man that held that employment, 
having received that badge of ofiSce from the present 
Earl of Bristol this day, I authorise you to acquaint 
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Lord Weymouth that I will confer it on him next 
Wednesday. 

If the office of Clerk of the Pells can be vacated 
and made acceptable to Mr. Ellis, that will make the 
arrangement proposed for Mr. Flood feesible [sic].* I 
therefore consent to your encouraging any reasonable 
proposal for that purpose; but expect in future that 
office is to remain at the disposition of this side of the 
water. 

As the Duke of Marlborough is so very pressing for 
Lieut.-Colonel Gordon, I will think of his application, 
but do not chuse to give encouragement to that in 
favour of Captain Fitzpatrick ; I do not chuse to fill 
my familly [sic] with professed gamesters. 

The Earl of Bristol had held “ the Gold Key ” of Groom of the 
Stole since 1770. He died on March 20th, in the fifty-third year 
of his ago. 

Captain Fitzpatrick was a connexion by ij^arriage of Charles Fox, 
whose eldest brother Stephen married, in 1772, Lady Mary 
Fitzpatrick, the sister of the Earl of Upper Ossory and of Eichard 
Fitzpatrick. See Walpole’s letter to Sir II. Mann, Gth May, 1781. 

Gambling had been discouraged at Carlton House. “ The 
“ Princess,” writes Bubb Doddington (‘Diaiy,’ Oct. 15, 1752, p. 161), 
“ having sent to desire me to pass this day with her, I waited 
“ on her between eleven and twelve. As soon as dinner was over 
“ we sat down to comet. She said that she liked thoJPrinco should, 

“ now and then, amuse himself at small play,’' but that Princes 
“ should never play deep, both for the example, and because it did 
“ not become them to win great sums. From thence, she told m^ 
“ that it was highly improper, the manner in which the Princess 

“ behaved at Bath ; that she played pubhckly all the evening 

“ very deep.” 

One of the reasons alleged by the Princess for keeping her eldest 

* Clerk of the Pells in Ireland. Wd^ this letter. See also 'Ann. Register/ 
bore EllU was at this time one of the xviii. p. 204. 

Vice-Treasurers of Ireland, and Henry *» Can her Royal Highness have read 
Flood became one in the following Suetonius? *'Alem rumorem nullo modo 
October. The ‘Memoirs of Grattan," “ expavit, lusitque simpliciter et palam 
ii. p. 282, perhaps throw some light on " dttiectamenti causa.*' Augustus, c. 71. 
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son in seclusion was that the young nobles who would have been 
his companions were — in addition to other vices — “ professed game- 
“ sters.” 

The King’s refusal to “ fill his family with professed gamesters’* 
was fully warranted by the circumstances of the time. 

“ As the gaming and extravagance of young men of quality,” 
writes Horace Walpole, in his ‘ Memoirs of Geo. HI.,’ ii p. GO, “ had 
“ arrived now at a pitch never heard of, it is worth while to give 
“ some account of it. They had a chib at Almack’s, in Pall Mall, 
“ where they played only for rouleaus of 60/. each, and generally 
“ there was 10,000/. in specie on the table. Lord Holland had paid 
“above 20,000/. for his two sons. Nor were the manners of the 
“ gamesters, or oven their dresses for play, undeserving notice. 
“ They began by pulling off their embroidered clothes, and put on 
“ frieze great-coats, or turned their coats inside outwards for luck. 
“ They put on pieces of leather (such as are worn by footmen when 
“ they clean knives, to save their laced ruffles) ; and to guard their 

eyes from the light and to prevent tumbling their hair, wore 
“ high-crowned straw hats with broad brims and adorned with 
“ flowers and ribbons ; masks to conceal their emotions when they 
“ played at quinze. Each gamester had a small neat stand by him, 
“ to hold their tea, or a wooden bowl with an edge of ormolu to 
“ hold their rouleaus. They borrowed great sums of Jews at 
“ exorbitant premiums.® Charles Fox called his outward room, 
“ whore these Jews waited till he rose, his Jerusalem Chamber.” “ 


Letter 285 . 

Queen's House, April 1st, 1775. 

15 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — I have enclosed a paper by way of 
bringing the sketch drawn up by Howe to some 

consistency ; and authorize you to take the steps pro- 
posed in this paper. 


■ Charles Fox informed Lord Lauder- card at faro, and 70,000/. lost and won 
dale that the deepest play he had ever in a night. Note to Croker’s * Boswell/ 
known was between 1772 and the com- p. 501, 1 vol. ed. The 20,000/. waft 
mencement of the American War : — only one of ^ Lord Holland’s payments 
5000/. was sometimes staked on a single for Stephen and Charles. 
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“ The sketch formed by M.-G. Howe bears testimony to the pro- 
“ priety of having nominated him to serve in America.^ 

“ The forming the two corps of Eangers may become necessary if, 
“ on the arrival of the troops in America, Lt.-G. Gage shall think it 
“ expedient ; Lt-Col. Gorham is qualified to command one of them ; 
“ but the conduct of Major Eogers has in every sense been so improper, 
“ and perhaps criminal, that he cannot be thought of ; but Lt.-G. 
“ Gage will most probably bo able to find a proper one among the 
“ officers now settled in America. The Secretary at War ought 
“ therefore to see the proposed plan for raising those corps, that if 
“ reasonable Lt.-G. Gage may be authorised to form them ; but the 
“ officers must not obtain military rank, nor be entitled to half-pay, 
“ but may for this instance of zeal be allowed a grant of lands. 

“ Lt.-G. Amherst ought to be shewn the whole sketch, and to bo 
consulted as to the quantity of artillery demanded for the detached 
“ corps in New York, and if thought reasonable may point out where 
“ it*can best be furnished. 

“ And Lord Sandwich to be consulted as to the armed vessels. 
“ The cypher of correspondence seems necessary, and must imme- 
“ diately be prepared. 

“ An established Socrctaiy to a detached General would bo drawn 
“ in future as a precedent ; the one employed at New York ought 
“ therefore only whilst the present emergency subsists to bo allowed 
“ 105 . per diem for any officer he may employ on such service. 

“ There can be no reason for empowering the Commander-in-Chief 
in America to name to vacant commissions; the regiments are so 
“ weak that the vacancies may continue without inconvenience till 
“ reported to England. 

“ As M.-G. Haldiman cannot well be employed on the present 
“ unj)leasant service, M.-G. Carleton must be apprised that, if any 
“ accident should happen to L.-G. Gage, ho is then immediately 
“ to repair to the army, and M.-G. Ilowe must (if such an event 
“ should happen) conduct afiairs until the arrival of his senior 
“ M.-Goneral. 

“ The giving L.-G. Gage a clear lino how far he can act without 
“ the assistance of a civil magistrate in the present state of con- 
“ fusion is absolutely necessary, as also for the directions of any 
** corps that may be detached into other provinces ; and how far the 
“ Commander-in-Chief can delegate any command of troops in other 
“ provinces independent of the Governors.”— G. K. 


• Compare with this testimony Lord Albemarle’s opinion of M.-O. Howe as a 
proper cominander to serve in America. ' Mem. of Rockingham,* ii. p. 327, 
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Letter 286 . 

• Queen's House, April 4tli, 1775, 

• 15 min. pt. 3 p.m. 

Lord North, — I am not inclined to say harsh things, 
but I am so astonished at the very unf easonable demands 
that Lieut.-Col. Maclean had drawn up ; they have liie 
air either of being actuated by the over-cunning his 
countrymen are accused of often, mistaking for that 
caution which every wise man ought to accompany his 
actions with, or from his imagining that his services 
cannot be supplied by any other person. The only fair 
plan for employing him would be allowing him pay 
as Lieut.-Col. Commandant of the corps he is to raise, 
and the rest of the officers to have the same as the 
regiments employed in America; and if they are em- 
ployed when the business is over, and they disembodied, 
to be allowed grants of land on the same terms as the 
officers that served in the last war in America ; Lieut.- 
Col. Maclean cannot ask more for his wife if he dies 
during the service than 100^. per annum, which is 
double what even a colonel’s widow ever obtains, and a 
grant of lands for his children; Major Macdonald in 
the same situation 501., and a smaller grant of lands. 
If this does not suit the Lieut.-Col., I have no -doubt 
Lt.-G. Gage will find officers ready on such advan- 
tageous terms to undertake what this gentleman may 
not think advisable to undertake ; the precedent would 
be so very bad that there would in futurity be no satis- 
fying any man ; I therefore lose no time in conveying 
my ideas to you, which I am sure when you have con- 
sidered you will see the truth of them. 

I have no other trace of Lieut. -Colonel Maclean than that “The 
King, with the utmost swrecy, sent over Allan Maclean of Tor- 
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** loish, to entice to the Boyal standard the Highlanders of the 
Old Forty-Seventh Eegiment novr settled in Korth Carolina ” 
(Bancroft, ‘Hist, of United States,* vi. p. 176). 


Letter 287 . 

• • Queen’s House, April 6th, 1775. 

55 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — the * Public Advertizer ’ of this 
morning, I see the Livery have in Guildhall yesterday 
, unanimously agreed to make an Address, Remonstrance, 
. and Petition on ' the American measures. A meeting 
where the business was proposed by Capt. Allen cannot 
be, very respectable, nor deserve more civility than the 
one which fabricated a like production the last year ; I 
am clear therefore no answer ought to be returned to it, 
but, as on that occasion, an intimation to them from the 
Lord Chamberlain, that, as the last year, no answer will 
be made. I see the Sheriffs will attend this day, and 
should think Monday the best day for receiving this 
•ridiculous though insolent production. 

April 5. — At a Common Hall, held at the request of several of 
the citizens of London, to consider of a remonstrance and petition 
to the Throne, respecting the measures in agitation with regard to 
America, the thanks of the Lord Mayor, &o., were voted to be given 
to those Lords who protested against the Bill to prohibit the people 
of New England from sharing in the Newfoundland fishery, <fec., 
and also to those Commoners who voted against the same ; and to 
several other lords and gentlemen who distinguished themselves 
in opposition to these Bills. Comp. Letter 275. 


Letter 288 . 

Queen’s House, April 7th, 1775. 

5 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — In revolving what you dropped yes- 
terday of its being desirable by some mode or other to 

TOL. I. 



242 


OEOBGE THE THIBD’S 


[1775. 


avoid receiving the new dish of insolence from the 
Livery of London in the Council Chamber, it has owurred 
to me that, if the Sheriffs come this day to know when 
I will receive the Lord Mayor, &c., I may say that I 
will consider of the application they have been directed 
to make, and will transmit them my resolution through 
the channel of the Lord Chamberlain ; then Lord Hert- 
ford may be directed to write to the Sheriff that the 
Address, &c., may be presented on Monday, but that I 
shall not receive it on the Throne, nor deliver any 
answer; this will bring this affair into proper order, 
and at least make a distinction between the Livery and 
Common Council, and prevent my sitting in future to 
hear myself insulted. I wish to hear your opinion as 
to this mode ; for it is most probable if the Sheriffs come 
it will be earlier than you can attend. 


Letter 289 . 

• Queen’s House, April 7thr 1775,* 

30 min. pt. M. 

Lord North, — I thoroughly concurr with your senti- 
ments on the mode of receiving this fresh insolence from- 
the shop that has fabricated so many, and therefore I 
shall, if the Sheriffs come this day, appoint the receiving 
of it on Monday, and then, at the Cabinet dinner to- 
morrow, the place of receiving it, and whether any 
answer shall be given, may be there 'finally settled; 
I have no wish 'but that the right mode be followed, 
and have no objection to any that may seem most 
proper. 

P.S. I shall very willingly receive Lord Clive, and 
think Lady Powis had judged very properly in wishing 
Lord Hertford may hold the Lieutenancy of Mont- 
gomeryshire for her son. 
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The Eight Hon. Lord Clive was on the 7th of April appointed 
Lord-Lieutenant of the county of Salop ; and the Eight lion, the 
Earl of Hertford to be Lord-Lieutenant of the county of Mont- 
gomery (‘ Ann. Eegister,’ xviii. p. 202). ^ 

10th April. — “ The Lord Mayor, attended by Aldermen Bull, 
“ Sawbridge, <fec., with the Sheriffs and City Officers, as usual, 
“ waited upon his Majesty with a petition and remonstrance re- 
“ lative to measures now in agitation against the inhabitants of 
“ Massachusetts Bay, <fec. The reason fur his Lordship’s not being 
“ attended fly a greater number was, the Lord Chamberlain having 
“ previously informed the Sheriffs that his Majesty would not 
“ receive more than the usual number of Liverymen. When the 
“ Lord Mayor arrived at St. James’s, he was moreover informed by 
“ the Lord in waiting that his Majesty expected his Lordship should 
“ not speak to him. To which the Lord Mayor answered that the 
“ caution was needless, as he never expected or desired that honour ** 
(‘Ann. Eegister,* xviii. p. 106). 

“ On the 10th of April, the Lord Mayor, Wilkes, with the Alder- 
“ men and Livery of London, approached the Throne to complain 
“ to the King that the real purpose of his Ministers, whom th(^y 
“ earnestly besought him to dismiss, was ‘ to establish arbitrary 
“ power over all America.’ The King answered, — ‘ It is with the 
“ utmost astonishment that I find any of my subjects capable of 
“ encouraging the rebellious disposition which unhappily exists in 
“ some of my colonies ;* and by a letter from the Lord Chamberlain 
“ he announced his purpose never again to receive on the Throne 
“ any address from the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, but in their 
“ corporate capacity” (Bancroft, ‘Hist, of United States,’ vi. p. 175 ; 

* ‘ Last Journals of Horace Walpole,’ vol. i. p. 484.) Walpole says, 
“ The King might well be firm; he had summoned a great appear- 
** ance of his devotees ; the Americans were not popular ; and Wilkes 
“ not only aimed at no affront, but behaved with so much respect, 
“ that the King himself owned he had never seen so well-bred a 
“ Lord Mayor.” 


Letter 290. 

• Queen's House, April lith, 1775. 

Lord North, — Having obtained a sight of some 
notes relative to af&irs in America made by . M.-G. 

B 2 
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Burgoyne, I took the enclosed copy;* and think them 
so worthy of attention that I transmit them to you, and 
have no objection to Mr. Brummel’s copying it. I wish, 
without taking notice of your having seen this, you 
would send for the General and hear his ideas, as I 
think you might from them suggest some additional 
thoughts to Lord Dartmouth that might enable him to 
give G. Gage on some subjects more full instructions. 
I am sorry Howe seems to look so much on the com- 
mand in New York as the post of confidence, as I think 
Burgoyne would best manage any negociation ; but a 
full conversation will send the latter in good humour, 
who at present feels a little hurt at not having been 
enough let into the views of Government ; and if he 
remains at Boston he may be able to suggest what falls 
in conversation to the Commander-in-Ohief, which may 
prove of great utility. 


Letter 291 . 

Queen's House, April 14th, 1775. 

22 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North,— -I desire you will acquaint Maj’or- 
Gen. Burgoyne that I very much approve of his 
request of coming home during the time the troops 
cannot be employed the next winter in America, as it 
will be of importance to his private affairs ; besides, he 
will be able to luring you a very full account of the 
minds and dispositions of the principal people of that 
part of the globe, and will be able to return with 
directions for Lieut.-G. Gage that can be the more 
explicit, as he on coming may be instructed by the 

«opy,J““ not teen preserved among the letters in the RoVal Libiaiy at 
Windsor Castle. > . ^ 
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General to state whatever points he has any doubt 
concerning. I desire you will not mention this to any 
one, and I shall keep as exact a silence on this subject. 

P.S. I am glad to see, by the state of the ballot that 
I received last nighty that the election jof Directors has 
turned out as you wished. 

“21 April. — ^The Generals Burgoyne, Howe, and Clinton set sail 
“ for Boston on board the Cerberus man-of-war, Captain Shands.” — 
‘ Ann. Register,* xviii. p. 108. 


Letter 292 . 

♦St. James, April 2l8t, 177.5. 

30 min. pt, 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — I cannot refrain from the pleasure of 
just expressing to you the joy I feel at the good news 
arrived this day from Paris, and to commend myself for 
having deferred taking any step until the former bad 
account should be confirmed. 


Letter 293 . 

♦ Kew, April 21 st, 1775. 46 min, pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — As you seem to interest yourself in 
favour of Martha Latimer, I authorize you to direct 
Mr. Eden to have her respited and the punishment 
transmuted to transportation. I consent to Sir Watkin 
Williams being Lieutenant of Merioneth, if he means to 
be grateful, otherwise favours granted to persons in 
opposition is not very political ; as also to Mr. Archibald 
Cockbnme succeeding the late Mr. Alston as Deputy 
Auditor of the Exchequer. Lds, Aberdeen and Gallo- 
way may with reason wish to obtain the order of the 
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Thistle, but Lord Fife cannot have the least pretension 
to it, and his obtaining it would give the noblemen of 
Scotland real cause of displeasure : it has never been 
given but to British Peers. I am clear the D. of Argyle 
ought to have this Ribband, and I will see whether I 
cannot get him to ask for it. 


Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Bart., was gazetted Lieutenant of the 
county of Merioneth in the following June. 

John Earl of Galloway was created a Knight of the Thistle in 
the following October. He died November, 1806. 


Letter 294. 

♦Queen's House, April 26th, 1775. 

18 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — The very warm zeal shewn this day 
by the House of Commons, as it is so convincing a mark 
of their attachment, cannot but give me the greatest, 
pleasure. 

On the 1 2th of April Lord North delivered a message from the 
King, that the Palace in which his Majesty now resides, lately 
knowrx by the name of Buckingham House, and now called the 
Queen’s House, may be settled on the Queen, for her residence in 
case she should survive his Majesty, in lieu of Somerset House. He 
added that he should next year move for paying the King’s debts, 
— see Ijcttcr 175 (the salaries of his Household were one year in 
arrear) — and even for an additional revenue, as part of the debts 
had been contracted by Ms advice. Parliament met again on the 
25th, having been adjourned for Easter on the loth of April. 

Resolutions complying with the King’s desire were passed on 
“ April 26th and 100,000Z. granted for the purchase of the Queen’s 
House, and for rendering the same convenient for a royal residence, 
“ in consideration of his Majesty’s palace of Somerset Hquse being 
“ converted and applied for the future to the purpose of holding 
“ and keeping therein certain public offices.” — ‘ Pari. Hist.’ xviii. 

p. 621. 
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Lbttbe 295 . 

* Kew, May 15th, 1775. 30 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — The great majority in favour of the 
amendment this day shews how firm the House of 
Commons are in the support of the just rights of their 
country. ’ I thoroughly approve of the arrangement in 
consequence of the declining state of Baron Perrott ;* 
Mr. Hotham’s character qualifies [him] for this pro- 
motion; and Mr. Morton will prove a more agreable 
attender in his room. Mr. Hotham may be presented 
on Wednesday. 


“ Upon bringing np tho Remonstrance of the Assembly of New 
“ York, Lord North moved an amendment censuring tho claim of 
“ tho New York Assembly, as derogatory to, and inconsistent with, 
“ tho authority of Parliament. The amendment was carried by 
“ 186 to 67.” — ^Lord Brougham’s note, p. 89. 


Letter 296 . 

^ Queen’s House, May 18th, 1775. 

Lord North, — I have just received the unexpected 
and melancholy account of the death of my sister the 
Queen of Denmark, of a putrid fever and sore throat, 
on the tenth of this month ; this will prevent my 
coming to town till Wednesday, as the mourning cannot 
sooner he put on. As you had not time to talk over 
the different notes you had prepared this day, I desire 
you will, if convenient, call at Kew on Sunday about 
two o’clock. 


• Sir George Perrott had been ap' ** honour of Knighthood and to be 
pointed a Baron of the Exchequer, Jan. ** one of the Barons of the Exchequer.” 
24, 1763, surrendered in this month; ‘Ann. Register,’ xvii. p. 202. For Mr. 

“ Beaumont Hotham, Esq., to the Morton, see Letter 26. 
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For an official account of the death of this unfortunate Princess 
after an illness of five days at Zell, of her funeral, and of the 
address to the King on this occasion, &o., see ‘ Ann. Eegister,* 
xviii. p. 116, and for her character and a description of her last 
illness, ib. p. 273. 


Letter 297. 

Kew, May 24th, 1775. 43 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — The moment it is a wish of the two 
Houses of Parliament that I should postpone the pro- 
rogation untill Friday, I acquiesce in it with great 
chearfulness ; as I had previously given notice* that 
there will not be a Drawing-room to-morrow, I shall 
therefore not come till Friday to St. James’s. 

Parliament was prorogued on the 26th of May ; in his speech 
his Majesty expressed his most perfect satisfaction with the conduct 
of Parliament at this important crisis. Walpole says, “ The King’s 
“ Speech was very temperate.” ‘Last Journals,’ vol. i. p. 491. 


Letter 298. 

m 

Kew, June 24th, 1775. 54 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — There can be no opinion formed of 
the success of either party by the poU^f the first day, 
though I am not sanguine in my expectations. Hayley 
and Hart having quarrelled this day may encourage 
the friends of the latter to support the senior Aldermen. 


' Letter 299. 

♦ Kew, July 3rd, 1775. 20 min. pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord North, — The characters of the gentlemen that 
compose the new General Council for Superintending 
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the Affairs of the East India Company deserved the 
attention of reading with deliberation their states of 
the unhappy disputes that have sprung up on the first 
assembling of that Board, which is the cause of my 
having detained ‘thus long these papers. 

After weighing with the greatest inclination to im- 
partiality the facts and arguments deduced frOm them 
on both sides, I am clearly of opinion that the three 
gentlemen sent from hence would have acted very 
wide from the spirit of the intention of sending them 
to rectify the abuses that have grown so enormous 
in the management of the affairs of the Company in 
India, as well as from the letter of the orders they 
referr to transmitted by the Court of Directors, if they 
had not entered upon an enquiry into the rise of the 
war in the Rohilla country; and whatever may have 
been the eustom of conducting business in India, the 
Governor-General ought to have considered that the 
gentlemen sent from hence were in conjunction with 
him and Mr. Barwell a Supreme Council, not mere 
successors to the late Preside^ and Council of Calcutta, 
therefore were entitled, as they very properly on the 
first face of the transaction disapproved of the Company 
being engaged in the quarrels of the Yizier, in requir- 
ing the perus^of private letters that might perhaps 
afford some reason for the having taken a step which 
the public records noways authorized. If the examina- 
tion of this transaction had not drawn forth an irrepar- 
able breach between the members of the General Council, 
the appeal of the Governor convinces me it must soon, 
from his own confession, have happened; for .towards 
the end he confesses that the cause of his not publishing 
the new commission immediately was from being hurt 
that his power was diminished, and doubtful whether 
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he would accept of the office of Governor-G-eneral. This 
little sentence explains his coldness, his desire of keeping 
all public transactions to himself ; in short, he was re- 
solved by a mode of conduct to keep that power which 
he ownes the Commission had not given'to the Governor, 
but which as President he had exercised. 

The intention avowed by the Governor to receive 
presents, though ^le avows the intention of putting at 
the end of each month the produce into the treasury 
for thd use of the Company, is an avowed breach of the 
Act of Parliament, and, as these are not fixed, he might 
keep what part he pleased without detection ; indeed 
it leaves a suspicion, which it was one of the wise pur- 
poses of the Act to prevent, that the Council might be 
bribed. Mr. Barwell’s conduct is much more repre- 
hensible, for he will continue to receive presents for his 
own advantage, contrary to the express words of the 
Act. 

As you are of opinion, from the enclosed state of the 
produce of the Clerk of the Pells in Ireland, that the 
bargain is not unreason^y advantageous to Mr. Fox, 
I give my consent to the finishing that affair, to naming 
Mr. Jenkinson to that office and Mr. Flood to the vacant 
V.-Treasurer of Ireland. 

As to the house Lord Talbot inhabij| at Windsor, I 
would rather Lord Hertford declined ^plying, as I am 
not quite decided as to what I may do with that house, 
and, considering Lady Hertford’s dislike to the country, 
the application would end in putting some one else in 
that house ; and should I ever make more use of Windsor, 
it would not be pleasant to have that little retirement 
out of reach. I desire a proper person may be sent to 
Guildhall, that an exact account may be had of the 
transactions of to-morrow. 
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• The operation of the new constitution framed by the Parliament 
of England— Lord North’s “ Eegulation Bill,** 1773 — was ordained 
to commence in India after the 1st of August, 1774. The new coun- 
cillors, however — “ the three gentlemen sent from hence’* — General 
Clavering, Mr. Monson, and Mr. Francis, did not arrive at Calcutta 
until the 19th of October. On the following day the existing 
government was dissolved by proclamation, and the new Council 
took possession of its powers. In order to allow Mr. Barwell, who 
was then absent, to arrive, the meeting of the Board was suspended 
until the 25th. On the very day on which its deliberations began, 
some of the discord, visible in this letter of the King’s, made its 
appearance. 

Before the arrival of the new councillors from England, Hastings 
and Barwell had not been upon friendly terms ; but after this 
reconstruction of the Board, Barwell (an experienced servant of 
the Company) supported the Governor-General. But they had only 
a minority in the Council, since Clavering, Monson, and Francis 
appear to have entered upon their office with a determination to 
inaugurate a system in all icspects opposite to that which had been 
hitherto pursued. The Governor-General indeed possessed a casting 
vote, but until the decease of Mr. Monson it availed him nothing 
against the recently imported triumvirate. There was much indeed 
in the system hitherto followed requiring abolition or amendment ; 
but there was this disadvantage in the elements of the new Council 
—Hastings and Barwell had long experience to guide them ; “ the 
“ three gentlemen ” had theory only, or perhaps good intentions. 

They lost no time in reversing nearly every act of the Governor- 
General. They condemned his dealings with the Vizier^ Sujah 
Dowlah, Prince of Oude ; they recalled the English agent, or rather 
Hastings’s spy, Nathaniel Middleton, from the court of Oude; they 
withdrew, not unjustly indeed though perhaps hastily, the English 
forces from the Eohj|j||^ country ; and they instituted, again hastily, 
if justly, a severe inquiry into the cause and conduct of “ the war 
“ in the Bohilla country, '' But these were prudent and venial mea- 
•sures in comparison with their sweeping reforms of the whole fiscal 
and judicial system of Bombay and Bengal. The former presidency 
they threw into inextricable confusion : in the latter they paralysed, 
and nearly subverted, the authority of England. Owing to their 
haste and ignorance, life and property were almost without protec- 
tion, and gangs of robbers plundered and slaughtered with impunity 
in the very suburbs of Calcutta. Hastings, for a time, was little 
more than titular Governor-General. He continued indeed to re- 
side in the Government House, to draw his salary, and to preside 
at the Council Board, where even the new councillors bowed to his 
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superior skill in the conduct of ordinary business. But the most 
valuable patronage and the higher powers of government were 
withdrawn from him, and he was compelled to behold, without 
having the power to avert it, the demolition of his own work in 
the Anglo-Indian empire of that day. 

The “ private letters ** to which the King alludes were doubtless 
those, among many others, of Nathaniel Middleton. In these were 
contained the secrets of Hastings’s negotiation with the Emperor 
of Delhi, the chieftains of the Mahrattas, and the pretexts and 
motives for “ the war in the Rohilla country.” “ The Council,” 
says Mr. Mill, “ required that the correspondence should be laid 
“ before them, which had passed between the Governor-General and 
“ the two functionaries — the commander of the troops, Sir Robert 
“ Barker, and the agent residing with the Vizier, Middleton. And 
“ when they were informed that a part indeed of this correspondence 
“ should be submitted to their inspection, but that a part of it 
“ would also be withheld, their surprise and dissatisfaction were 
“ loudly testified, their indignation and suspicions but little con- 
** cealed. As reasons for suppressing a part of the letters, Mr. 

“ Hastings alleged that they did not relate to public business, that 
** they wore private confidential communications, and not fit to 
“ become public. The Directors not only condemned the retention 
“ of the correspondence and sent repeated orders for its disclosure, 

“ which were never obeyed, but arraigned the very principle of- a 
“ private agent.” 

Hastings, it is perhaps unnecessary to say, was the first “ Gover- 
“ nor-General of India.” The title had hitherto been President of 
Bengal, Bombay, &o. ; neither, until the Regulation Act came into 
force, had any precedency been given to Bengal. 

The coldness of Hastings is mentioned by Mr. Mill (p. 685) : “ Mr. 

“ Hastings, upon the first appearance of his colleagues, behaved or 
“ was suspected of behaving qoldly. And with jealous feelings this • 
“ coldness was construed into studied and humiliating neglect.” 

Among the subsidiary articles of the Regulation Act of 1773, it 
was proposed “ that no person in the service either of the King or 
“ of the Company should be allowed to receive presents, and that 
“ the Governor-General, the Councillors, and judges should be ex- 
** eluded from all commercial profits and pursuits.” 

See Mill, ‘Hist, of British India,’ iii. pp. 480-584; and comp. 
Lord Macaulay’s article on Warren Hastings, ‘ Edii^b. Rev.,’ October, 
1841 ; and Lord Mahon, vii. p. 252 foil., where an Admirable vindi- 
^cation of Hastings’s general policy may be read. I cannot help 
regarding this letter as one of the most remarkable in the corre- 
spondence with Lord North. It shows, the pains which the King 
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took to inform Idmself on all public matters; and if in this or in 
other instances he judged wrongly, yet we may credit him with the 
“ inclination^* to consider “impartially iacts and arguments,” so long 
as they related neither to America nor the City of London. 


Letter 300 . 

Kew, July 5th, 1775. 2 min. pt. 11 p.m. 

Lord Nortw, — The state of the transactions yestev- 
day at Guildhall, as drawn up by Humphreys, shew 
him to be an honest and [sic] spirit : his insinuation to 
the Alderman that he ought to have attended is neatly 
done. / If the Common Council can on Friday be pre- 
vented from taking' any step with regard to the rebel- 
lion in America, it would be desirable, but the comfort 
is, by the many absurd steps taken by that body, if they 
act otherwise, it will not be of much effect. I have 
no doubt but the nation at large sees the conduct of 
.America in its true light, and, I am certain, any other 
conduct but compelling obedience would be ruinous and 
culpable ; therefore, no consideration could bring me to 
swerve from the present path which I think myself in 
duty bound to follow. ' 


Letter 301 . 

Kew, JulyJ9th, 1775. 43 min. pt. 1 p.m. 

Lord North, — ^The enclosed copy of the Address and 
Petition of the Common Council is certainly the most 
decent and moderate in words that has been for some 
time fabricated on that side Temple-bar; but the doc- 
trines are so very subversive to. all authority that it 
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will be difiScult to find words as civil as I should wish 
on the occasion, without seeming to lose sight of the 
sentiments, which undoubtedly avow that thfi-Legislatnre 
has no right to tax.its CQlDniea,=idfiaa that I wiU-avni: 
vehemently oppose^, as they tend- to-annihilate o n o . -a f - 
the essential rights of a supreme legislature. 


f Letter 302. 

Kew, July 14th, 1775. 41 min, pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — ^The proposed answer to the Address 
of the City is very proper, and must meet with the 
approbation of all those who are not actuated by some 
private view. 

Tliis day* the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of 
London waited on his Majesty with an humble address and petition. 
The answer was in the following words : — “ I am always ready to 
listen to the dutiful petitions of my subjects, and ever happy to 
“ comply with their reasonable requests ; but, while the constitu- 
“ tional authority of this kingdom is openly resisted by a part of 
“ my American subjects, 1 owe it to the rest of my people, of whose 
“ zeal and fidelity I have had such constant proofs, to continue and 
“ enforce those measures by which alone their rights and interests 
“ can be asserted and maintained.” For the addresjg and answer, 
see ‘ Ann. Register,’ xviii. p. 255 ; the former was moderate, and 
indeed loyal in its expressions. See Massey, * Hist, of England,’ ii. 
p. 190. 


L.BTTBR 303. 

Kew, July 26th, 1775. 25 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — The state of this day’s poll does not 
please me, though it causes no surprize. The Sheriffs 
have been here, but were told I could, not receive them 
but on a levee-day, and that Wediiesday will be the 
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first. By the minutes published by the meeting at 
Gruildhall, I see I shall not be troubled with them, — a 
resolution being taken not to deliver the Eemonstrance 
unless I receive it on the Throne, which shall never 
happen again. Lord Dartmouth wished this morning 
to know my sentiments as to what force should be sent 
to Gage. I told him very fairly that I feared, except 
Highlanders and marines, none could be prepared till 
spring, which agreed with his own ideas ; that prepara- 
tions ought to be made, and, if possible, some &0-gun 
ships sent as a reinforcement, the. Admiral thinking 
them the best qualified for that service. I am clear as 
to one point, that we must persist and not be dismayed 
by any difficulties that may arise on either side of the 
Atlantick. I know I am doing my duty, and therefore 
can never wish to retract. The resolution proposed by 
the House of Commons is the utmost that can be come 
into ; and, if people will have patience, this must in the 
end be obtained. 


It appears, from the ‘Ann. Register,’ xviii. p. 139, that the 
American party in the City was occasionally in a minority. “ 21st 
“ July. — At a Court of Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council 
“ at Guildhall, a motion was made for an answer to be sent to New 
“ York on the address received from thence, which had been laid 
“ before that Court, when great debates arose ; but, the question 
“ being put, there ap^ared 56 for sending an answer, and 69 
“ against it.” Wo find, indeed, a portion of the Corporatio*. of 
Dublin coinciding with that of London, and voting “ That whoever 
“ refuses his consent to a petition to the King to undeceive his 
“ Majesty and prevent the effusion of Hood, is not a friend to the Con- 
“ stitution.” — August 28, ‘ Ann. Register,’ ib. p. 149. These words 
are almost an echo of Lord Chatham’s in the debate on the 20th 
January ; “ If the Ministers persevere in thus misadvising and mis- 
“ leading the King,” &c. ‘ Chatham Corresp.,* iv. p. 384. In ihe 

following month the Guild of Merchants at Dublin thanked Wilkes, 
Lord Effingham, and the English peers who opposed the American 
war, ^ 
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Kew, July 28th, ^775. 12 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — I return the warrant that the 
‘Lizard’ may carry the 10,000^. to Canada. The 
estimates for the next winter will be certainly in your 
hands on Sunday morning. 

I haye desired Lord Dartmouth to acquaint Lt.-G-. 
Gage that, as he thinks nothing farther can he done 
this campaign in the province of Massachusets Bay, 
that he is desired instantly to come over, that he 
may explain the various wants for carrying on the next 
campaign. I think, on second thoughts, you had better 
not say anything, but leave the subject of reward un- 
touched untill his* arrival. Howe to command during 
the General’s ab^nce the troops now at Boston, 
Carleton being fully employed in forming the Cana- 
dians. Ought not Carleton by the ‘Lizard’ to know 
that Howe will command the troops' now at Boston 
during the absence of Gage, and the cause of it ; •and 
that he will have regulars to strengthen the Quebec 
army, and render it respectable for opening the next 
campaign? If you are of this opinion, I desire you 
will press Lord Dartmouth to write by this conveyance 
to the above purpose. 

I do think the Admiral’s remoyal as necessary, if 
what is reported is founded, as the mild General’s. 

The Admiral is Admiral Graves,* Commander-in-Chief on the 
American station. News arrived, subsequently indeed to the date 
of this letter, that in September he had been beaten with his own 

^ His name is spelt indifferently and indecisive action off the Capes of 
Qream or Oravee. Wo may hear of Virginia with the Comte de arasse. 
this Admiral again in 1781, when he Lord Mahon, vii. p. U4; Parton’s ‘Life 
was again in command, as senior officer of Franklin,’ ii. p. 449. 
to Lord Howe, and fought a desultory ^ 
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sword at Boston by an officer of the Eevenne. "fie was recalled, 
and arrived in England in the. following February. “Graves,” 
says Admiral Kep^l ^Life of Viscount Keppel/ vol. i p. 426), in 
a letter to Lord Kockingbam, Sept. 14, 1776, “is ruined for doing 
“ nothing.” Ministers threatened to make a second Admiral Byng 
of him ; but as there was no popular feeling against him, he was 
not brought tp a court-martial. The mild General I suppose to be 
Gage, who also returned from America early in 1776. For the 
motives for his recall, see Lord Mahon, vi. pp, 66-7. It was in- 
deed the policy, if not the wisdom of Government, at this time, 
to avoid drawing attention to American affairs, or in any way to 
arouse the British public — mild as either Admiral or General in 
question — from its lethargy. Opposition was feeble and inactive. 
The mercantile and manufacturing bodies had as yet experienced 
few or none of the inconveniences in trade which the friends of 
America were predicting. Large majorities comforted Lord North ; 
and the country-gentlemen and clergy furnished those majorities 
right loyally, and looked with equanimity on the subsidies that 
were being voted for the war. 


, Letter 305. 

Kew, July 30th, 1775, 23 min. pt. 11 a.m • 

Lord North, — I shall be extremely glad to see Lord 
Dartmouth and you as soon as it is convenient to you 
both, that we may talk over whatever is still necessary 
towards forwarding the American business. A little 
council of this kind will do more than several separate 
conversations. 


Letter 306. 

t 

*Kew, August lat, 1775. 

Lord North, — I received an answer to the orders I 
had wrote to Hanover last night, and have already 
given every necessary order that the five battalions 

TOU 1. 
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will be ready to embark at Stade early in September, 
consisting of 2355 effectives, officers included, provided 
money is sent from hence to put them in motion. The 
officers are poor,* and are not able to prepare their 
equipage; many articles are wanting for the men 
to be able to go on this distant service. I suppose 
an advance of 10,000iJ. will effect it. Colonel Faucitt 
is the officer I propose to send to see they are compleat 
when they embark, He ought to go within a week, 
for, though brave on shore. Continental forces fear the 
sea, and he must preach the little difficulties that will 
arise in their voyage. He would be the proper person 
to carry over any draught for money that may be 
necessary. I should not do justice to my Electoral 
troops if I did not express that they shew the same zeal 
for my person they have ever shewn for my ancestors. 
I shall to-morrow let Sir John Blaquiere have leave to 
wear the Starr [sic] in Ireland. 

Gibbon writes on the same day to Holroyd : — ‘‘ We have nothing 

new from America; but I can venture to assure you that Admi- 
“ nistration is now as unanimous and decided as the occasion 
“ requires. Something will be done this year; but, in the spring, 
“ the force of the country will be exerted to the utmost. Scotch 

Highlanders, Irish Papists, Canadians, Indians, &c., will all in 
“ various shapes be employed.” 

‘ Ann. Register,’ August 31 : — “ Lately, the Right Hon. Sir John 
“ Blaquiere to be Aulnager and Collector of the Subsidies of Aul- 
“ nager, Ireland.” See Letter 239. 


Letter 307. 

August 4th, 1775. 

Lord North, — ^Y onr letter of yesterday arrived this 
morning. 


• Comp. Letter 2 ^ 5 . 
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I have made the fullest enquiry both at the Secretary 
of State’s Office and the German Chancery for pre- 
cedents o? the last war, but find every thing past 
verbally between the D. of Newcastle and Mr. Munch- 
hausen, assisted at times by one or two commis of 
each department. If matters had been stated on paper, 
I should not have been the very considerable loser 
which from this inaccuracy has occasioned the rejection 
of many just demands which then .would have had the 
spirit and the letter of justice in their fevour. * 

The present transaction is a clear and handsome loan 
of five batallions [sic] of Hanoverians, each consisting of 
about 471 effective officers and men, for which I claim 
nothing but to be reimbursed all expences, that is — 

1st. The march through the Electorate, and every 
other incidental expence for putting these regiments 
into a state for embarkation, to be fairly stated, and to 
be paid by Britain. 

2d. From the day of embarkation the officers and 
men of these five batallions to receive the same pay as 
British troops. 

3d. The expence of levying and equipping 2355 
men, the deficiency occasioned by the transferring these 
five battalions to G. Britain, to be fairly stated, and to 
be paid by G. Britain. 

4th. All expences arising from recruiting these five 
batts, whilst in the pay of G. Britain, and the convey- 
ing the recruits to Minorca and Gibraltar, to be paid by 
G. Britain. 

By these conditions Britain obtains a reinforcement of 
2356 men at a much cheaper rate,, besides more expedi- 
tiously, than if raised at home ; to which must be added 
a mosJ;‘ material article— that, when no farther wanted, 
there will be no half-pay occasioned by this measure. 



260 


QEOBQE THE THIBD’S 


[1776. 


These are the outlines of the agreement : when Count 
T^ube arrives the exact number of (^cers and men 
Will be stated, |ind soon after that everjP article of 
expence will be known, so that, with the assistance of 
the War and Pay Offices, the whole may be clearly, 
fairly, and conclusively settled ; then it must be entered 
in the Minutes of the Treasury, and a copy given to 
Mr. de Alvensleben, which will prevent mistakes in 
future. 

— This article is referred to in the King’s Speech when 
Parliament reassembled on the 26th of October. “ And I have, in 
“ testimony of my aifection for my people, who oan have no cause 
“ in which I am not equally interested, sent to the garrisons of 
“ Gibraltar and Port Mahon a part of my Electoral troops, in order 
“ that a larger number of the established forces • of this kingdom 
“ may be applied to the maintenance of its * authority,” — * Pari.- 
Hist.,’ xviii. p. 696, 


Letter 308. 

* *Kew, August 9th, 1775. 

Loro North,— Your letter of the 8th arrived this 
morning. The case of Mrs. Dutton appears very de- 
serving of notice ; you will therefore direct a pension 
of lOOi. nett to be paid her, and an advance of- 50^. 
would be a seasonable assistance considering her present 
destitute state. 

The making Lord Chatham’s family suffer for the 
conduct of the father is not in the least agreable to my 
sentiments ; but I should chuse to know him totally 
unable to appear on the public stage before I agree to 
any offer of that kind, least it should be wrongly con- 
strued a fear of him ; and, indeed, his political conduct 
the last winter was so abandoned, that he must, in the 
eyes of the dispassionate, have totally undone the merit 
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of' his former conduct. As to any gratitude to be 
expected from him or his &mily, that would be absurd, 
when the whole tenour of their lives have shewn them 
void of that most honourable sentiment; but when 
decrepitude or death puts an end to him as a trumpet 
of sedition, I shall make no difficulty of placing the 
second ^n’s name instead of the father, and making* up 
the pension 3000/. 


It is not easy to divine what gratitude Lord Chatham owed to 
the Crown, or on 'i^hat occasions the Earl and his family had shown 
themselves “void of that most honourable sentiment.” In 1766-7, 
indeed, the King had given Lord Chatham almost carte blanche for 
ministerial arrangements, but then his Majesty was yearning to be 
relieved from his Whig Ministers. The phrase, however, is intel- 
ligible when it is Recollected that George the Third regarded all 
who differed from him in political or personal questions as “trumpets 
“ of sedition.” 

Lord Chatham had assuredly used very strong language in the 
late session of Parliament, and, unfortunately for the issue, two- 
thirds of the British nation, in their feelings towards the colonists, 
endorsdh the King’s opinion of that statesman. But how far 
Chatham’s plan was from being revolutionary, or his language from 
being seditious, his speeches, even in the meagre outline of them we 
possess, abundantly show. 

In a letter to General Carlton, written in either the April or 
May of this year. Lord Chatham (‘ Corresp.,’ iv. p, 407) thus states 
his “ whole system for America ; ” — “ To secure to the Colonies pro- 
“ perty and liberty, and to insure to the mother-country a due 
“ acknowledgment on the part of the Colonies of their subordina- 
“ tion to the supreme legislative authority and superintending 
“ power of the Parliament of Great Britain. I beg to say so much, 

“ in order to stand clear in your opinion of any imputation of 

countenancing a wUd ind^endency in the Colonies** 

** Yet Brutus says he was 'seditious/ 

And Brutus is an honourable man.’" 

An anonymous writer, on the 14th of November, 1775, addressed 
the Earl in terms which prove that he understood him better than 
his Majesty did. “ Eng^nd and America,” the writer says, “ need 
“ the intervention of a common friend to adjust their ^fferenoes, 
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and to reconcile the parent-people to its children/^ He proceeds,' — 
“ I will not think so meanly of the prevailing party, either here or 
** in America, as to imagine that there is wanting one man of each 
“ description who would trust a common friend, and might safely 
be trusted by such an one, in a free communication upon the 
** subject of the admissibility of terms under the sanction of in- 
“ violable secrecy. But, in what region to discover this common 
friend ? Alas ! my Lord, Great Britain and America know no 
“ foreign power than can assume the name. Some centuries are 
past since superstition might, perhaps, have sought the mimic of 
“ such a character in the see of Rome. At present, as far as I can 
'' judge, there is in the universe only one individual qualified to 
“ undertake this important oflSce. My Lord, I mean not to flatter 
“you— I disdain the art — but, in my sincere opinion, that indi- ‘ 
“ vidual is your lordship. The dignity and splendour of your name 
“ raise you above the level of other men. Neither of the nations 
“ has forgotten the great debt they both owe you. Fortunate it is 
““that your long retirement renders you, in appearance as well as 
“ reality, unconnected with the men and the measures, the admi- 
“ nistrations and the -oppositions of either nation, as much as if you 
“ were this instant descended from the clouds. Be then, my Lord, 

“ the guardian-angel of this great empire ; decline not the honour- 
“ able office of mediator between Great Britain and America ; unite 
“ the two countries upon a basis of permanent friendship without • 

“ regard to the internal fiiotions of either, leaving adminisis ations 
“ and oppositions undisturbed to fight, as they have fought before, 

“ their little battles upon ground less perilous to this great com- 
“ munity.” 

At the time these words were addressed to him, the Earl was 
again prostrated by sickness, and he may never have read them, 
for only his nearest kindred were admitted to see him ; there is a 
long interval in his correspondence ; and no topic that could excite 
him was mention^ in his presence. 


Letter 309 . 

, * Kew, Aiigust 18th, 1775. 

Lord North, — The letter from Captain Acland* 
contains such laudible [sic] sentiments as a citizen and 


* See note to Letter 280. He was the eldest son of Sir Thomas Acland, and 
married to a daughter of the Earl of llchester, Fox’s uncle. 
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a soldier, that I thoroughly approve of your having 
transmitted it to me. I desire you will contrive, if he 
is in town, to see him to-morrow, and to acquaint him 
how much I am pleased with the zeal he shews upon 
this occasion, that, though I do not chuse as yet to givg 
ear to the raising new corps, if the time shall come that 
I shall think authorizes such measures, his plan shall be 
taken into consideration as well as others. The love 
he bears to the military profession actuated me to 
encourage Lord Cornwallis to find an opportunity for 
Captain Acland, though so lately come into the service, 
to purchase a company. As no new corps are as yet to 
be raised, he may shew his zeal, and, at the same time, 
do it to the assistance of his friend and colonel. The 
33rd, on the presfnt augmentation, will want near 200 
men. If he can raise them in the west, it will be doing 
a signal service, and make me the more willing, when 
I see the proper opportunity, to reward the activity of 
-this deserving yoxmg man. 

Many of your friends seem to wish you should avoid 
appearing at Wells, where probably the asking imper- 
tinent questions, and putting you in an unpleasant 
conversation, is the sole aim for the calling on you to 
appear. As I am not acquainted with what they think 
it possible to bring to light, or what effect the* non- 
appearance might have, I give no opinion, trusting that 
you have weighed the matter fully, and in consequence 
made your determination. 

There has been much delay in framing a Proclama- 
tion declaring the conduct of the Americans rebellious, 
and warning persons from corresponding with them. . 
From 'the time it was' first suggested I have seen it as 
most necessary ; first, as it puts people on their guard, 
and also as it shews, the determination of prosecuting 
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'vdgdur every measure that may tend te foroe those 
deliSded people to submission. It is now, I think, got 
into a good train. I have directed Lord Suffolk to 
have it shewn to you, and, if it meets with your con- 
currence in its present state, to take such further steps 
as may be necessary for having it read and ordered to 
be published by the Privy Council on Wednesday. 

Major-Gen. Haldimand* is arrived, and seems tho- 
roughly acquainted with the sentiments of the Ameri- 
cans. T desire you will, if possible, see him. He says 
nothing but force can bring them to reason, and ownes 
that, till they have suffered for their conduct, that it 
would be dangerous to give ear to any propositions 
they might transmit ; but, if I am rightly informed, 
they do not seem inclined to put on^even the appear- 
ance of wishing in the least to recede from doctrines, 
that it would be better totally to abandon them than to 
admit a single shaddow [sic] of them to be admitted. 

If you can spare time to call here either to-morrow 
forenoon or in the evening, I shall be glad to see you, 
but desire to hear before, that I may be at home. 


** Op the 23rd of August a Prodamation was issued for repressing 
‘ rebellion and sedition, and, on the 29th, it was read in Falace- 
‘ yarcf, Westminster, and at Temple-bar, by the heralds, &c., and at 
‘ the Royal Exchange at noon by one of the Lord Mayor’s officers, 
‘ accompanied only by the conupon-crier. After it was ended there 
‘ was a general hiss. The Lord Mayor (WRkee) would not permit 
* the officers to have horses, as usual on such occasions; nor suffer 
the mace to be carried there.” — ‘Ann. Register,’ xviii. p. 149. 
The feeling of the City did not, however, extend to the country, 
neither was it universal even among the citizens. There is reason 
to believe that a considerable number of them were hostile to the 
claims put forth by the Americans. “Certain it is,” says Lord 
Mahon, vi. p. 69, “ at least, that loyal addresses declaring, in strong 


* See the King’s notes on Major-Qeneral Howe’s ' Sketeh,* Letter 285, p. 2:!9. 
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** terms, attachment to ^ihe '^ihroiie and ocmstitiition, and disappio- 
bation of the insui^ent oolonies, came in at this time spontaneous 
“ and. unsolicited from every part of the kingdom,— from the trading- 
<< towns, ib Manchester and Liverpool, no lei 
“ districts.” 


Letter 310 . 

* Kew, August 26th, 1775. 

2 miu. pt. 5 p.iu. 

Lord North, — I have read Lord Barrington’s two 
letters, which do not surprise me. He is diflfident as to 
the raising recruits, but that is as much occasioned from 
his wish to have the Aifterican war alone carried on by 
sea. I do not see the prospect so indifferent as he 
does ; the best time for recruiting is not yet come, and 
the different arrangements now. just set in motion must 
have a due time given them before any judgment can 
be formed whether the coming to the very disagreable 
measure of raising new corps will be necessary; but 
in that case I shall never agree to the disobliging the 
whole army by giving them to every young man that 
pretends he can soon compleat them. I know full 
well what little good arose from Charles Townshend’s 
plan, — when the corps were compleated most of them 
were declared by the generals who received them to be 
composed of men totally unfit to carry muskets ; besides, 
a new raised corps will from the time of being com- 
pleated require at least a year before it can be properly 
trained for actual service; a regiment composed of 
good oflScers and non-commissioned officers will bear 
a great augmentation, and three months fit them for 
service. The misfortune is that at the beginning of 
this American business there has been an unwillingness 
to augment the army and- navy. I proposed early, in 
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the summer the sending beating orders to Ireland ; this 
was objected to in the Cabinet ; if it had then been 
adopted, the army would have been at least two or three 
thousand men stronger at this hour. There is now 
every means using to compleat the old corps, and I 
cannot agree to putting additional irons into the fire. 

As to the proposals transmitted by Mr. Earner, they 
all end in corps of officera, which cannot be done but 
by Act of Parliament; the only idea these Germans 
ought to addopt [sic] is the being contractors for raising 
recruits and fixing the price they will deliver them at 
Hamburgh, Rotterdam, and any other port they may 
propose. Mr. Romer seems alone to want to finger' 
English money, but that I think should be prevented 
by giving no money in hand, but promising to pay 
lOZ. per man ready money on the recruits being ap- 
proved by the oflScers sent to receive them in those 
ports. 

In a letter to Lord North, dated August 8, Lord Barrington says, 
“ As it is the nieasure of Government to have a large army in 
“ North America, it is my duty and inclination to make that 
“ measure succeed to the utmost ; though my opinion always has 
“ been, and still is, that the Americans may he reduced by the fleet, 

“ but never can be by the army.” (‘ Political Life,’ p. 169.) 

The nu^ket-style of his Majesty’s letter is worth comment — “ Con- 
“ tractors,” “ deliver them at Hamburgh,” &c.-»and goes fer to justify 
the King of Prussia’s practical sarcasm. “ It is said that, whenever 
“ any of the newly hired Brunswickers or Hessians had to pass 
“ through any portion of his territory, he claimed to levy on them 
the usual toll as for so many head of cattle, since he said they 
“ had been sold as such.” (Lord Mahon, vL p. 87.) “ 

The principal graziers with whom the English Government dealt 
for military stock were the. Luke of Bruliswick, the Landgrave of 
Hesse-Cassel, the Hereditary Prince of Hesse-Cassel, and subse- 

■ IVederick sunmed up some shrewd ** choses-lh ; je n’ai point de colonie ; 
remarks on Britain's quarrel with her ** j’esp^re que tous yous tireres bien 
colonies in these Words : — “ Enfin, " de I’affiiire ; mtus elle me paroit unr 
“ Messieurs, je ne comprend pas oes " peu epinense.” 
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quently the Prince of Waldeok. The prices given, as appeared 
from the copies of the treaties laid before Parliament on the 29th of 
February in the following year, were as follows : — These potentates 
stipulated* to supply a force of 17,742 m6n, at the rate of 71, 4«. 4d. 
a man ; all extraordinary losses in battle or otherwise to be com- 
pensated by the King, Each of the noble graziers was to receive 
in addition an annual subsidy in proportion to the number of men ; 
— the Duke of Brunswick 15,519^ so long as his troops received 
pay, and double that sum for two' years after ; the Landgrave of 
Hesse 108,281/., and also to have twelve months^ notice before pay- 
ment was discontinued after his forces returned to his dominions ; 
to the Princes of Hesse and Waldeck, who contributed near 700 men 
each, were assigned 6017/. The dominions of all were guaranteed 
against foreign attack, for such time at least as their herds were in 
foreign parts. 


Letter 311 . 

*♦ Kew, September 10th, 1775. 

46 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — It il impossible to draw up a more 
dutiful and affectionate address than the one from the 
town of Manchester, which really gives me pleasure, as 
it comes unsolicited. As you seem desirous that this 
spirit should be encouraged, I will certainly not object 
to it, though by fatal experience I am aware that they 
will occasion counter-petitions. One from the merchants 
of London, if signed by a great majority of the most 
respectable names in the City, I shgpld think highly 
proper, as that would shew that the Corporation of 
London have not been actuated by the sense of the 
merchants who are the respectable part of the metro- 
polis. 

If the Opposition 'is powerfull next session it will 
much surprize me, for I am fighting the battle of the 
legislature, therefore have a right to expect an almost 
.^nanimous support. If there should arise difficulties 
they will not dismay me, for I know the uprightness 
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of my intentions, and therefore am ready to stand every 
attack of ever so dangerous a kind with the firmness 
that honesty and an attachment t^the constitution will 
support. If, in addition to the addresses you wish to 
encourage, the nobility and gentry of property would 
be persuaded seperately in their parishes to give half 
of a guinea in addition* to the levy-money for the 
encouragement of each of their parishioners enlisting 
in the army, that would be doing a real service, and 
is no 'more than Lord Shannon, Lord Bellamount, and 
others are doing in Ireland with much success. 

The applying to the East India Company to desist 
for four mont^ would be highly proper, and their 
agents may certainly be employed in finding recruits 
for the army. 

I am much pleased to see such care is taking of the 
army in America. I desire*you will order a list to be 
made out for me of the various*articles of provisions 
and other necessaries that have been sent thither in the 
course of the year. 

I am clear that this is the best time for your going 
to Somersetshire, and have not the smallest objection 
to your going there as soon as it may suit your own 
convenience. Should anything arise that requires your 
immediate presence a messenger shall in consequence 
be dispatched. 

It would appear from an “ extempore ” in the ‘ Public Advertiser,’ 
that this “ dutiful and affectionate address” came from the Jaedbtteg 
of Manchester ; — 

“ When Manchester people subscribe 
The Qovernment plans to support, 

We may venture to swear that a bribe 
Is never unwelcome at Court. 

“ How strangely in thirty good years 
May politic changes arise T 
Those who felt for their heads or their ears, 

Begin now to open their eyes." 
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It is doubful whether these addresses benefited Government in 
the end. In spite of the supineness of Opposition — Lord Eookingham, 
for example, taking no pains to obtain one from the county of York 
— they procreated countlPhaddresses in many places, and aroused 
party-spirit ^en in quarters where it had lain hitherto dormant. 

The ‘ London Gazette ’ contains a pretty accurate list of the 
addresses to the Crown. Some were claimed by the Court on 
slender grounds. Great Yarmouth sent a very thinly-signed one : 
Lynn was said to have presented, one, but its members^ Crisp 
Molineux and Thomas Walpole, published a letter denying the 
assertion, and maintaining that the war with America was un- 
popular in that town. Leith and Montrose addressed : Edinburgh 
and Glasgow refused, in spite of the efforts and influence of their 
members to obtain an address from either. 

Among the addresses of the time was one from John Wesley to 
the colonies, in which he disapproved of their resistance to England. 
He saw in the proceedings of Congress a conspiracy against mo- 
narchy. “ No Governments under heaven,” he wrote, “ are so 
“ despotic as the republican ; no subjects are governed in so arbi- 
“ trary a manner as those of a commonwealth. The people never 
“ but once in all history gave the sovereign power, and that was to 
“ Masaniello of Naples. Our sins will never be removed until we 
“ fear God and honour the king ! ” 

In believing himself to be “ fighting the battle of the legislature,” 
George the Third was confirmed by the feelings and the attitude of 
» his subjects towards the insurgent colonies. A considerable section 
even of the Opposition, though averse from taxing the Americans, 
asserted the right of the mother-country to regulate their trade and 
manufactures. Writing to Holroyd a month after the date of this 
letter (14th October), Gibbon says, “Another thing Which will 
“ please and surprise is, the assurance which I received from a man 
“ who might tell me a lie, but who could not be mistaken, that no 
“ arts, no management whatsoever, have beep used to procure the 
“ Addresses which fill the Gazette, and that Lord Noi-th was as 
“ much surprised at the first that came up ” (viz. that from Man- 
Chester) “ as we could be at Sheffield. We shall have some brisk 
“ skirmishing in Parliament, but the business will soon be decided 
“ by our superior weight of fire.” (Misc. Works, vol. i. p. 496, 
4to.ed.) Addresses were presented from both Universities. At 
Cambridge the opponents of Government relied on what they termed 
the Whig character of their body, and entertained hopes that “ the 
“ pnde which is sometimes not an useless guardian to virtue, would 
“ take alarm at their being called upon to play second fiddle to the 

Tory University of Oxford.” But notwithstanding every effort, 
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carried. (See * Aneedotea rf Dr* i. 

pjfc 88-94.) 

His Majesty’s wish for an Address from the Oily*, signed by 
** respectable names,” was gratified on ike 14th of October (see 
‘ Ann. Eegister,’ xviii. p. 269), in which “ 941 merchai^s and traders 
“ of the city of London expressed their entire disapprobation and 
“ abhorrence of the unjustifiable proceedings of some of the Ame- 
“ lican colonies.” But a more numerously signed Address from the 
“ gentlemen, merchants, and traders of London,” testifying their 
disapprobation and abhorrence of the measures of Government, had 
been presented on the 11th of that month. 

While Addresses in favour of coercion poured in from all quarters, 
and wore hailed with delight by the Ministers, petitions against it 
from Bristol, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, Wolver- 
hampton, Dudley, and some other places, were consigned to what 
the Opposition called the “ Committee of Oblivion.” 


Letter 312. 

♦ Kew, September 16th, 1775, 

43 min. pt. 4 p.m. 

Lord North, — The only steps that are as yet neces- 
sary for you to take concerning the proposed expedition 
to North Carolina is to-morrow to acquaint the Admi- 
ralty that transports be prepared for four regiments of 
infantry of 677 men each ; those for the companies 
of artillery will be prepared by the’ Ordnance ; the 
transports to be at Cork by the second week in De- 
cember. 

• You should also write a private letter to the Lord- 
Lieutenant, acquainting him that the 15 th and 37th 
regiments, which were to have remained in Ireland till 
February, though not on that establishment, are to 
embark for an expedition by the 12th of December; 
that the 53rd and 54th regiments are also to be* on 
that service, but the two last will be replaced with 
two regiments from hence, altho Britain will then have 



1776.] 


LETTEBB TO LOBD NOBTE. 


271 


but five regiments of foot left in the island ; that this 
is done to give bim every manner of ease ; that the 
number of regimen^ mnst probably be diminished in 
spring ; it thereforebehoves him -to get an application 
for foreign troops to be stationed in Ireland. 


On the 23rd of November Lord Harcourt brought this* matter, 
before the Irish House of Commons, requiring in his Majesty’s name 
4000 troops for the American service to be taken into British pay ; 
and offering, if it were the desire of Parliament, to replace them by 
continental auxiliaries. The House with reluctance consented to 
this diminution of their national force ; but, leaving the Ministerial 
party in a minority, refused to admit the foreign substitutes. Op- 
position made an unsuccessful attempt to obtain an act for embody- 
ing the militia. 


Letter 313 . 

Kew, September 19th, 1775. 

10 min. pt, 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — I imagined the drawing up an exact 
state of what has been transmitted to the troops at 
Boston would require some time, therefore am not sur- 
prised that it is not yet finished. 

I am sorry the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman have 
not yet come to your proposal of stopping recruiting 
for four months. Recruiting wears a better aspect at 
present,*, and I have now great hopes that by Mardi 
near four thousand men will be furnished by Lt.-Col. 
Scheither, exclusive of the two batallions of Royal 
American, which seem now to be getting into some 
degree of maturity. 


Ill Et^land,*' if we may trust “ could not get above 400 recruits ; and 
Hoi'ace Walpole (* Last .Journals,’ vol. ** failed in tbeir attempt to raise a regi- ‘ 
i. p. 600), “the Government [in August] “ ment of Mh Catholics.’’ 
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•1 diall ppstpoi^e saying an 3 rthing farther, on the 
D^nery . of !Rodiester .untill I see you to-morrow, as 
also on the two plans you have received for furnishing 
men from Gennany. 

The Eev. Dr. Benjamin Newcombe, Dean of Bocheeter, died July 
22, and the Eev. Mr. ThurloWy brother of the Attorney-General, was 
appointed in his place in October. 


Lktter 314. 

Kew, September 25th, 1775. 

' 5 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — The proceedings at Mile-end are very 
worthy of the conductors of it ; that of Hick’s Hall is 
becoming so respectable a body. I find on Wednesday 
Sir Eyre Coote will present an address from the cor- 
poration of Poole ; are the London merchants so tho- 
rotighly absorbed in their private interests not to feel 
what they owe to the constitution which has enriched 
them, that they do not either shew their willingness to 
support either by an address or, what I should like 
better, a subscription, to furnish many comforts to the 
army in America ? 

September 24. — At a meeting of Middlesex justices, at EtMa HaU, 
it was unanimously agreed to address his Majesty to express their 
readiness to support such measures as should be thought expedient 
to reduce the colonies to a proper sense of their "duty. 

25. — At a meeting of the freeholders of the county of Middlesex, 
at Mile-endf in order to consider what measures were proper to be 
adopted in the present crisis, much clamour arose : a set of instruc- 
tions was produced and read to be presented to the county members ; 
but a protest was made against them, and very little unanimity was 
observed throughout the whole. The Sheriffs differed in opinion, 
and one of them only, Alderman Plomer, signed all the resolutions, 
(‘ Ann. Eegister,’ xviii. p. 160.) , 
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Burke, a year before the date of this letter, ^ting to Lord 
Bookingham, mentions the insensibility of the Lonoon marohmU' as 
** of a degree and ^ind scarcely to be credited. Eyen those who 
“ are most likely to be overwhelmed by any real American' oonfosion 
“ are among the most supine. The character of the^Ministry either 
“ produces or perfectly coincides with the disposition of the public.** 
(‘ Works and Correspondence,’ vol. i. p. 236.) For the languor of 
the public, see Letter 283 and note.) 


Letter 315 . 

Kew, October 14th, 1775. 

^ 46 min, pt. 1 1 a.m. 

Lord North, — The very agreable opening of the 
Irish Session of Parliament cannot fail to render the 
opening of the campaign on this side of the water 
the more prosperous. 

I enclose the papers regarding the commission of the 
peace for Montgomery. 

Mr. Pownall has, I trust, waited upon you with the 
letters from Nova Scotia. The raising a regular regi- 
‘ ment merely to serve in that province, and solely at the 
command of the Governor, I think highly objectionable, 
but a corps under the name of Militia or Provincials, 
I think may be right if having no higher pay than the 
regular troops ; a grant of lands may be hold out as a 
bait, but they must not have either rank in the army, 
or any right to half-pay. 

The Lord-Lieutenant met the two Houses on the 10th of October. 

“ The speech of his Excellency ” is given in the ‘•Annual Begistcr,’ 
xviii. p. 266. He alludes to the rebellion existing in a part of his 
Majesty’s American dominions, relies on the zeal and loyalty of 
Ireland, and congratulates both Houses on several laws in the British 
Parliament Jiighly beneficial to the commerce, manufactures, and 
agriculture of the sister-island, especially to “ the Act which extends 
“ the great advantages of British fisheries to Ireland.” The session 

VOL. I. T 
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indeed prqyed less agreeable thanjfits opening. The exportation of 
Irish linen for America had .been very considerable, but now this 
great source of national wealth Was closed, since to export was for- 
bidden by an extraordinary stretch of the royal prerogative. Again, 
an embargo was laid on th.e exportation of provisions to America, 
and black-cattle fell considerably in value. Tenants in many places 
were unable to pay rent, and public credit was almost extinct. To 
the withdrawal of 4000 troops from their country the Irish did not 
object, but they strongly remonstrated against the introduction of 
an equal number of foreign troops in their place, and the Commons 
rejected the proposal by nearly as large a majority as the Govern- 
ment usually commanded. Money-bills wore always a tender point 
with thfe Irish Commons ; and they were greatly exasperated about 
this time by Mr. Rigby, who imprudently declared in the British 
House of Commons that “ the Parliament of Great Britain had a 
“ right to tax Ireland in all cases whatsoever, as well as America. 
“ ‘ Injuncta imperii munera impigre obeunt, si injuries absint ; has 
“ SBgre tolerant, jam domiti ut pareant, nondum ut serviant.’ 
(Tacitus, Agricola, c. 13.) 


Lktter 316 . 

Kew, October 15th, 177,5. 

20 min. pt, 4 p.m. 

Lord North, — Every means of distressing America 
must meet with my concurrence, as it tends to bringing 
them to feel the necessity of returning to their duty ; 
I shall therefore very fully weigh the contents of your 
letter, and will certainly in the course of to-miorrow 
write you word how far I can by Christmas furnish 
a corps of 2000 men for a Southern expedition ; more 
cannot possibly be got together, and certainly Ireland 
must in that case chiefly contribute. 

I have signed the two warrants. 


Gibbon to Holroyd on the 14th of October writes, — “ The new 
“ levies go on very slowly in Ireland. The Dissenters, both here 
“ and there, are violent and active.” He refers also in the same 
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letter to “ some vague but serious conversation about calling out 
“ the militia and to “ a piece of intelligence from the best au- 
“ thority” that King George, in consequence of some very plain 
advances, with his own hand wrote a very polite epistLe to Sister 
Kitty, requesting her friendly assistance. “ Any force between 
“ five and twenty thousand men, carte blanche &>r the terms,” on 
condition of serving “ not as auxiliaries, but as mercenaries,” and 
that “ the Russian general should be absolutely under the command 
“ of the British.” We shall find, in the letter of November 3, 
King George far from pleased with Sister Kitty’s answer. 


Letter 317. 

•Kew, October 16th, 177r>. 11 o’clock. 

Lord North, — I have very maturely weighed the 
advantage.s of a winter expedition against the four 
southern colonies of North America, and the great 
difiiculties of assembling 2000 men for that service, but 
the former is so very material that I am ready to give 
directions for the 15th and 37th regiments of infantry 
being ordered to embark in the second week in De- 
‘cember; they are not part of the 12,000 men to remain 
in Ireland, and would probably have enibarked in 
February for America : weak as we are in regiments 
of infantry in Britain, two regiments shall at that time 
be sent to Ireland to replace the 53rd and 54th regi- 
ments, which shall also go on this expedition, being 
next regiments for foreign service. 

The 15th, 37th, 53rd, and 54th regiments shall from 
the recruits raised in Ireland be compleated to 677 each. 
Two companies of artillery must be sent with them, 
and eight battalion guns. Sir Eyre Coote, who has 
distinguished himself on serviee, shall have the com- 
mand when the service is over : he, being a junior 
General to those in America, will join the army when 
this service is effected. 
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I am clear the first attempt should be made on North 
Carolina, as the Highland settlers are said to be well 
inclined ; they ought to be offered grants of lands in the 
same manner as those raised by Maclean, to be looked 
on as provincial corps, whilst employed to have the 
same pay as the regular troops, one corps to remain 
in the province when the regiments go to the other 
colonies ; Virginia may also be thus defended. If Coote 
can raise recruits on the same terms for the army in 
America, he ought to avail, himself of the opportunity. 

As to the raising a corps of Highlanders, I will fully 
weigh the measure, and on Wednesday give you my 
sentiments on that subject. 

P.S. When the two regiments are sent in December 
to Ireland there will remain in Britain but four bat- 
tallions; though I have great respect for the militia, 
I think nothing but the present moment could defend 
the weakening the country so much, and I greatly- 
prefer the calling out the militia to raising new corps. 


“ That North •Carolina could be held in obedience through a part 
“ of its own people was believed in England on the authority of its 
“ Governor. W ith the utmost secrecy the King sent over Allan 
“ Madean (see Letter 286) of Torloish,to entice to the royal standard 
“ the Higl^nders of the old forty -seventh regiment now settled in 
“ that province.” (Bancroft, ‘Hist, of the United States,’ vi. p. 176.) 


Letter 318 . 

Kew^ October 23rd, 1775. 

48 min. pt. 1 p.m. 

Lord North, — The preparing the Lord in Waiting 
to refuse introducing the petition of the Provincial Con- 
gress of Georgia, as comiifg from a body I cannot 
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acknowledge, is perfectly ]%lit, and the treating all 
Provincial and General Congresses in that manner for 
the fhture will be propear. 


The accession of Georgia, mucli desired and long delayed, enabled 
the insurgents thenceforward to speak in the name of the Thirteen 
United Colonies. “ The skirmish at Lexington became known in 
“ Savannah on the 10th of May, and added Georgia to the Union. 
“ At that time she had about seventeen thousand white inhabitants 
“ and fifteen thousand Africans. Her frontier, which extended from 
“ Augusta to St. Mary’s, was threatened ” by tribes of Indians who 
might at any moment become allies of England. “ But danger could 
“ not make her people hesitate.” On the King’s birthday the 
Georgian patriots erected a liberty-pole, “as if to express the wish 
“ still to combine allegiance to the King with their devotion to 
“ American liberty.” (Bancroft; vi. p. 211.) 


Letter 319 . 

♦Queen's House, October 25th, 1775. 

2 min. pt. 11 a.m. 

Lord North, — On the receipt of your letter I have 
ordered Elliot’s regiment to march from Henley to 
Hounslow, and the Horse and Grenadier Guards to 
take up their horses. These handbills are certainly 
spread to cause terror, but they may in the timid Duke 
I saw yesterday, but I thank God I am not of that 
make. I -know what my duty to my country makes 
me undertake, and threats cannot prevent me from 
doing that to the fullest extent. 

“ On tho 23rd of October thousands of incohdiaiy papers were 
“ dispersed, inciting the people to rise and prevent the meeting of 
“ Parliament. On this the guard was trchfed, and their muskets 
“ loaded, and thirty-six rounds of powder delivered to them. At 
“ tho same time papers, telling the people how weU the«Cpurt was 
“ prepared, signed by Sir John Hawkins, Chairman of the Bench 
“ of Westminster Justices, were spread abfb6id. These rumours 
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nwltitai^ of pe<^e iogefbee on ffae 26th, 
passed rery qtde%.'* Emaoe Falpole, *£ast 
■voLi. p. 610. “ The timid Duke ” is the Duke of Grafton, 
‘who had an audience of his Majesty ^ the 24th of October, to 
acquaint him 'with his dissent from the American measures of 
GoTemment. 


Letter 320 . 

* Queen’s House^ October 25th, 1776. 

40 min. pt. 11 p.m. 

Lord North, — You have omitted enclosing Lord 
Sandwich’s letter, but I am clear the relanding the 
regiments is very proper, and the making the expe- 
dition* in December consequently consist of seven regi- 
ments. You will therefore take care that no time is 
lost in dispatching a messenger for this purpose to 
Ireland. 


Parliament reassembled on the 26th of October. Its early 
meeting was accounted for in the speech from the Throne by* the 
situation of American affairs. Heavy complaints were made in it 
of the misrepresentations employed by the leaders of Opposition in 
the colonies to delude the minds of the people. The views of the 
Home-government were stated to be — to undeceive rather than 
punish the insurgents, who had usurped the powers of that govern- 
ment, and were now in arms against its just authority. Some of 
the preceding letters show that every available soldier was being 
shipped for America, and that mercenaries were being actively and 
expensively engaged. In the Speech, however, it was pretended 
that small foices only were sent, and that propositions of a con- 
ciliatory nature accompanied them. The spirit of the British 
nation, it alleged, was too high and its resources were too great 
for it tamely to forego what had been gained at a cost of so much 
blood and treasure ; and clemency, no less than policy, demanded a 
full exertion of all the national powers. Allusion was made to the 
incicaso ^ land and sea forces, and to the gamsoning of Gibraltar 
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and Port Jialicni by Hanoverian troops. On the condition of sub- 
mission on their par^ promise were held out . to the colonies of 
pardon in such manner and to such persons as the En^h Govern- 
ment mi^t deem worthy it, and assurances wm ^ven of the 
friendly disposition of foreign powers, d^c. ^e. 

An abridgment of this gracious and comfortable Speech may be 
read in the ‘ Annual Eegister,’ xix. p. 65, foil. The vague promises 
of pardon on condition of submission may remind the reader of very 
similar promises held out by Charles I. while at Oxford to the 
Commons and people of England, and were scarcely consistent with 
the preparations for war by the mother-country, or the King’s own 
words in Letter 316, that “ every means of distressing America must 
“ meet with his concurrence,” or with those in the Speech terming 
the insurgents an “ unhappy and deluded multitude,” who must be 
made sensible of their error by means of the forces directed against 
them. As for the friendly assurances from foreign powers — France 
was awaiting the opportunity for compensating herself for her hu- 
miliation and sacrifices in 1763 ; the King of Prussia was nursing 
his wrath at the withdrawal of his pension in 1762; Spain was 
brooding over her losses in the last war with England; Eussia 
refused her aid; and the only “friendly power,” Austria, was 
unable to second her good will by acts. 

It may be interesting, before we proceed to the following letters 
of this year, to see what a philosophical historian thought of the 
controversy between England and America. Hume, it appears, had 
been asked to draw up an address to the King on that subject for the 
county of Eenfrew. He proceeds,* after refusing, in these words : — 
“ I am an American in my principles, and wish we would let them 
“ alone to govern or misgovern themselves as they think proper. 

“ The affair is of no consequence, or little consequence, to us. If 
“ the county of Eenfrew think it indispensably necessary for them 
“ to interpose in public matters, I wish they would advise the 
“ King first to punish those insolent rascals in London and Middle- 
“ sex, who daily insult him and the whole legislature, before he 
“ thinlra of America. Ask him how he can expect that a form of 
“ government will maintain an authority at 3000 miles distance, 

“ when it cannot make itself be respected or even be treated with 
“ common decency at home ? Tell him that Lord K orth, though in 
“ appearance a worthy gentleman, has not a head for these great 
“ operations, and that, if fifty thousand men and twenty millions of 
“ money were intrusted to such a lukewarm coward as Gage, they 
“ could never produce any effect. These are objects worthy of the 


Letter to Baruu JMEui-e, Oct. -»7, 1776, ‘Caldwell Papers/ vol. ii. pt. 2, p. 259. 
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“ respectable county of Renfrew, not mauling the poor unfortunate 
“ Americans in the other hemisphere.” 

Robertson, writing at nearly the same time, is not “ an American” 
like his brother-historian, but he detects the final purpose of the 
insurgents, and insinuates the incompetency of the home-govern- 
ment at this crisis. In a letter, dated October 6, 1775, he says,* — 

“ I agree with you in sentiment about the affairs of America. 
“ Incapacity or want of information has led the people employed 
“ there to. deceive Ministry. Trusting to them, they have been 
** trifling for two years, when they should have been serious, until 
“ they have rendered a very simple piece of business extremely per- 
“ plexed. They have permitted colonies disjoined by nature and 
“ situation to consolidate into a regular systematic confederacy 
“ and when a few regiments stationed in each capital would havj 
“ rendered it impossible for them to take arms, they have suffe^ 
“ them quietly to levy and train forces, as if they had not knom 
“and seen against whom they were prepared. From the begin^g 
“ of the contest I have always asserted that independence was Meir 
“ object. The distinction l^twcen taxatim and reguUitim is Jmere 
“ folly. There is not an argument against our right to t^, that 
“ does not conclude with tenfold force against our power m regu- 
“ lating their trade. They may profess or disclaim wmt they 
“ please, and hold the language that best suits their puijwse ; but 
" if they have any meaning, it must be that they showd be free» 
“ states, connected with us by blood, by habit, and by migion, but 
“ at liberty to buy and sell and trade where and with: whom they 
“ please. This they will one day attain, but not just now, if there 
“ be any degree of political wisdom or vigour remaining. At the same 
“ time one cannot but regret that prosperous, growing states should 
“ bo checked in their career. Asa lover of mankind, I bewail it ; 
“ but as a subject of Great Britain; I must wish that their de- 
“ pendence on it* should continue. Jf the wisdom of Government can 
“ terminate the contest with honour instantly, that would be the 
“ most desirable issue. This, however, I take to be now impossible ; 
“ and I will venture to foretell, that, if our leaders do not at once 
“ exert the power of the British empire in its full force, the struggle 
“ will be long, dubious, and disgraceful. We are past the hour of 
“ lenitives and half e:i^rtions. If the contest be protracted, the 
“ smelliest inteifruption of the tranquillity that now reigns in 
“ Europe, or even the appearance of it, may be fatal.” 


• See Dugald Stewart's Account of the Life and Writings of Robertson, pre^ 
fixed to the Hist, of Scotland. 
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Letter 321. 

Queen’s House, October 28th, 1775. 

25 min.* pt. 7 a.m. 

Lord North, — I am sorry to find that the House has 
been again kept sitting so very late* the last pight. I shall 
very willingly receive the House of Commons at half- 
hour past two' this day, in consequence of which I desire 
you will give the necessary notice to the Comptroller of 
the Household. I desire you will be before two at St. 
James’s with the answer to the Address, as I am most 
anxious to have half-an-hour’s conversation with you 
previous to the visit you are to have this evening. 


“ Some men,” observes Lord Mahon (vi. p. 71 ), “ were not wanting, 
“ even among the King’s official servants, to discern the danger of 
** so extreme a course ” as that propounded in the recent speech 
from the Throne. “ That document had been prepared with no 
“ common care. It began by inveighing against the ‘ desperate 

conspiracy ’ and ^general revolt* in Kortb America. It called 
“ for decisive exertions, announcing a large increase both in the 
“ land and sea forces, and consequently greater estimates.” 

Among those who advocated milder measures was the Duke of 
Grafton. “ In the month of August he had written to Lord North 
“ warmly urging the necessity of a reconciliation with America. 
“ Lord North did not reply for seven weeks ; when he did, it was 
“ by enclosing a draft of the King’s intended Speech.^ Hereupon 
“ the Duke came to town and resigned his post as Privy Seal. In 
“ the audience which he had of the King, as he tells us in his 
“ Memoirs, he ventured to avow^is apprehensions. ‘ I added that, 
“ deluded themselves, his Ministers were deluding his Majesty. The 
“ King vouchsafed to debate the matter much at large ; he in- 
“ formed mo that a large body of German Jroops was to join our 

* Debate in the Commons on the the Ministers. Lord North is baid to 
Address of Thanks, October 26-7. ‘Pari, have exhibited much alarm. 

Hist.’ xviii. pp. 774-95. The House sat » The letter of Lord North to the 
till past four in the morning, when the Duke of Grafton, dated October 20> 
Ad(L?^ was cai-ried by 278 to 108. In 1775, will be found in the Appendix 
the course of the debate Mr. Sawbridge to the 6th volume of Lord Mjedion’B 
declared that he had received iustruc- History^ p. xxxii. 
tions from his constituents to impeach 
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“ forces, and appeared astonished when I answered earnestly that 
“ his Majesty would find too late that twice that number would 
“ only increase the disgrace, and never effpct his purpose.* ” (Comp. 
Massey, ‘Hist, of* England,’ ii. p. 198.) 

“ The Duke of Grafton,” says Mr. Adolphus (ii. p. 290), “ appears 
“ to have been always disposed to repeal the American tea-duty,® 
“ although jhe continued in Administration when that measure was 
“ rejected. On the first day of the session he opposed the Address : 
“ in a short period he resigned the Privy Seal. General Conway*^ 
“ also abandoned the cause of Administration, but was not removed 
“ from the government of Jersey.” 


Letter 322 . 

♦Queen’s House, November 3rd, 1775. 

2 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — The arrival of the messenger from 
Russia with the answer of the Empress to my letter 
at the same time your note came containing the very 
handsome majority, prevented my then just acknow- 
ledging the receipt of it. The fate of yesterday will 
assist in, I hope shorten, the debates on America, for 
the House cannot possibly hear the same speeches so 
frequently repeated, or the House of Commons must be 
composed of more politeness than formerly. 

The letter of the Empress is a clear refusal, and not 
in so genteel a manner as I should have thought might 
have been expected from her. She has not had the 
civility to answer in her own hand, and has thrown out 
some expressions that may be civil to a Rusraan ear, 
but certainly not to more civilised ones. 

I am curious to know whether the D. of Grrafton, as 
•his speeches in Parliament daily become more hostile, 
does not yet feel that it is at least most to his own credit 

* See Mr. Fox’s Speech, ki the House of Cotnaions, 20th D^ec. 1775. 

^ Secretai-y of State for^e Northern Department. 



1776.] . 


LETTSItS TO LORD NORTH. 


288 


to resign his employment ; if not, you must certainly 
feel that I cannot let many days more elapse before I 
send for his seal. 


Compare Letter 316, note. 

The messenger from Russia was expected earlier, namely, on the 
22nd of October ,* and the meeting of Parliament was consequently 
deferred until the 26th. The application for Russian soldiers — 
20,000 was the number stated — ^was known in Franco by the 
beginning of September. It was said also that the Empress spoke 
very fair, but demurred to the number required. On thp 14th of 
October Gibbon wrote to Holroyd, — “ When the Russians arrive 
“ (if they refresh themselves in England or Ireland), will you go 
“ and see their camp ? we have great hopes of getting a body of 
“ these barbarians. Full powers and instructions were sent to 
“ Gunning to agree for any force between five and twenty thousaad 
“ men, carte hlanche for the teims ; on condition, however, that they 
“ should serve, not as auxiliaries, but as mercenaries, and that the 
“ Russian general should be absolutely under the command of the 
“ British. They daily and hourly expect a messenger, and hope 
“ to hear that the business is concluded.’*' 

“ Sister Kitty ” may have been ofiended by the terms “ not 
“ auxiliaries, but mercenaries.” 

The Duke of Grafton resigned the Privy Seal on the 9th of this 
month. His retirement gave rise to several changes in the Cabinet, 
liord Dartmouth succeeded the Duke ; and the American Secretary- 
ship, which he had held since 1772, was bestowed on Lord George 
Germaine. Another of the Secretaries of State, Lord Rochford, was 
replaced by Lord Weymouth. All these changes in Administration 
were indicative of increasing animosity towards the Americans. 
Lord Weymouth, one of the ablest of the Bedford party, resumed 
the office which he had held a few years previously; and Lord 
Lyttelton, who had lately distin^ished himself by the violence of 
his denunciations against the Rebellious colonists, was added to the 
Cabinet Council, and appointed to the office of Chief- Justice in Eyre 
beyond Treni. Administration gained, or rather, for a time, fixed 
on their side, a fiorid, ready, and eloquent speaker ; but his versa- 
tility and caprice rendered his abilities often useless. (Massey, ii. 
p. 199; Adolphus, ii. p. 292; ‘Ann. Register,’ xviii. p. 204; and 
for a running comment on these changes in the Cabinet, Horace 
Walpole, ‘ Last Journals,’ vol. i. p. 619.) 
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Letter 323 . 

* Kew, November 4th, 1775. 

25 min. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — The division yesterday was a very 
good one. I am surprised the Opposition did not take 
the same words proposed in the House of Lords, which 
seemed offensive enough, but that they chose to call the 
measure contrary to law. 


Division on the debate on Sir James Lowther’s motion, “That 
“ the introducing the Hanoverian troops into any part of the 
“ dominions belonging to the Crown of Great Britain without 
“ the consent of Parliament first had and obtained is contrary to 
“ law” — ^majority for Ministers 122 (203 — 81). • In the debate in 
the Lords, Nov. 1, on “ employing foreign troops without the con- 
“ sent of Parliament,” the Duke of Manchester moved that the 
bringing into any part of the dominions of Great Britain the 
Electoral troops of His Majesty, or any other foreign troops, without 
the previous consent of Parliament, is dangerous and unconstitu- 
tional. • Majority for Ministers, 22 : Contents, 31 ; Non-contents, 63. 
‘Pari. Hist.,* xviii. pp. 798 foil., 846-859. 

There seems to have been a lurking jealousy of North Britain at 
this time among Englishmen, even as there was in 1760. “ I under- 

“ stand,” writes Lord Mountstuart to Baron Mure, Nov. 1, 1775, “ it is 
“ proposed to send the English militia, when rais’d (that is to say, so 
“ many regiments), to garrison Scotland. Cannot the Scotch defend 
“ themselves ? I hope to hear from you soon that the Poker Club • 
“ is revived. I have of my own accord taken a resolution to move 
“ for leave to bring in a Bill to raise the Scotch militia ; thinking 
“ that, when a Bill is passing to empower the King to raise the 
“ English, is the lucky moment for such an attempt, and which, if 
“ not laid hold of, such a scheme will be for ever lost. I have 
“ gained many of the Opposition to support me, and, what is more, 
“ I have gained Lord North ; but I find a lukewarmness in my own 
“ countrymen. Surely that noble- spirit which broke out when the 


• The Poker Club was instituted in from a quaint sort of allusion to the 
17H2, at a time when Scotland was prindples it was originally meant to 

refused a militia, and thought herself excite ; as a club to stir up the fire and 

affronted by the refusal. The name spirit ufetho nation.— Ma<miizie's * Life 

of the club, “The Poker/' was chosen of John Home/ p. 26. 
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“ last attempt was made is not totally extingnislied. ‘ Caldwell 
Papers,’ vol. ii. pt. 2, p. 264. “ The Scotch faction,” says Horace 
Walpole, “ was outrageous at Lord North’s indolence, and were for 
‘^pushing on the war with the utmost violence.” ‘ Last Journals,’ 
voL L p. 519. 


Letter 324 . 

• Kew, November 6th, 1775. 

50 min. pt. 

Lord North, — Since you left me this day, I have 
received intelligence that, if the Privy Seal is not con- 
ferred on Lord Weymouth, he will think himself hardly 
treated, and will certainly resign his employment, which 
will certainly much affect Lord Glower* and the rest of 
his particular friends, and probably make them less 
zealous. I think this so very material, that I would 
not lose a moment in communicating it to you. The 
good sense of Lord Dartmouth will, I trust, engage him 
to heal all differences. Many that have held the office 
of Groom of the Stole have attended the Cabinet meet- 
ings, particularly the late Lord Pembroke.” I would 
propose he should attend them ; and unless Lord Wey- 
mouth should apply for it, I do not think of calling him 
to meetings. Indeed, Lord Weymouth having been 
told that he should hold the Gold Key only till another 
office more to his mind became vacant, seems to give 
him a prior right to any other person. If I thought 
Lord Dartmouth in the least lessened by this arrange- 
ment, I would be the last person to wish it. 


» Lord Gower, like Lord Weymouth, was one of the Bedford- Whigs, 

^ Lord Pembroke was Groom of the Stole from Jan, 9, 1735, to 1750« 
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Letter 325 . 

* Kew, November 7th, 1775. ♦ 
22 min, pt. 4 p.m. 

Lord North,— The account you have sen^ me gives 
me infinite concern ; and if Lord Dartmouth would one 
moment permit his own amiable temper to examine the 
state of affairs coolly, he would certainly deem the office 
of Q-room of the Stole equally honourable with that of 
Privy Seal ; they have eve^been esteemed so, and, when 
called to the effective Cabinet, is certainly so. 

After matters have so far advanced with Lord George 
Germain, the leaving the American Department in 
Lord Dartmouth’s hands would be very unpleasant. I 
feel the evil of either disobliging Lord Dartmouth, Lord 
Weymouth, or Lord George, and therefore hope the 
former, as the most cool, will reconsider it ; at all events 
you shall find me ready to take any step to extricate you 
from difficulty. You are my sheet anchor, and your 
ease and comfort I shall in the whole transaction try to 
secure. As to your offer, it is most handsome, but I can 
never consent to it; the profits and honour of your 
employment are in the best hands, and I shall be glad 
when opportunities occurr of your acquiring some of the 
solid advantages for your family. 


Letter 326 , 

♦Kew,-November 7th, 1775. 

2 min. pt. 9 p.m. 

Lord North, — Though my finances are in a very 
disgraceful situation, yet the desire I have to make the 
situation you are in happy, I cannot require one minute’s 
time for consideration, but most willingly consent to 
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give Lord Rochford a pension of 2600?. per annum, and 
to assure him that at the first Chapter of the Garter I 
will confer that Order on him. I have long had some 
idea of conveying some ideas on the subject to you for 
consideration. This will vacat [ac] the Souti^ern JSeals. 
The Southern Secretary; your letter mentions the 
Northern Secretary ; does Lord Suffolk wish to change 
Departments ? if he does, he undoubtedly shall change. 
In that case Lord Dartmouth or Lord Weymouth to be 
Secretary of State. The other arrangements. I also 
approve of, particularly Lord Ashburnham* for Groom 
of the Stole, as I think him, without comparison, the 
fittest person for the employment of any person in the 
House of Lords. 

What you mention of my kindness is agreable to me, 
and indeed honourable to you, as the affectionate regard 
I have for you arises from the very handsome conduct 
you have held when others shamefully deserted my ser- 
vice. I think the present arrangement will in every 
.light greatly strengthen our hands. 


Letter 327. 

♦ Queen's House, November 8th, 1775. 

2 min, pt. 6 p.m. 

Lord Norto, — I found Lord Weymouth as willing to 
accommodate as you had represented him, and therefore 
told him that made me the more willing to oblige him ; 
he upon that decided for the Privy Seal, which gave me 
the more pleasure as, after what had past with the 
Spanish ambassador, his being one of the Secretaries of 
State would not have been desirable. Lord Suffolk has 
wrote to me desiring to remain in the Northern Depart- 


* “ A Court cipher,*' according to Walpole. ‘ Last Journals,* vol. i. p. 520. 
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ment. You will therefore acquaint Lord Dartmouth 
that I shall conferr the Seals of the Southern Depart- 
ment on him’ to-morrow, and give notice to Lord 
Boohford to send th^ in a box to me, as he is too ill to 
come outj^and appomt Lord Germain to r^ive those of 
the American Department. Lord Gower must attend, 
that the new Privy Seal and Lord George Germain 
inay be sworn in. You ought to know from the 
lawyers whether Lord Dartmouth must take the oath 
again I should believe not, as the oath of office is the 
same. 


Letter 328 . 

. Queen'a House, Noyember 9th, 1775* 

8 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

Lord North, — The very handsome division on the 
voting the army last night hath given me much plea- 
sure, as it shows the sense' of the House of Commons 
that we must with vigour pursue the means of bringing 
the deluded Americans to a sense of their duty. 


Debate in the Commons on the Army Estimates, The Com- 
mittee of Supply divided on the first resolution. Ayes, 227 ; 
Noes, 73. 


Letter 329 . 

Queen*8 House, November 9th, 1775. 

Lord North, — After what past yesterday between 
Lord Weymouth and me, I am eng^ed to him, and 
therefore have it not in my power to advise Lord 
Weymouth to consent to the other arrangement ; 
besides, after what has been said, I am certain he would 
not be interiorly pleased, and therefore that we shall 
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not see the harmony that will be found if h6 is Privy 
Seal. Lord Dartmouth I caunot say ha# bean in the 
least accommodating ; and I will'feirly as a friend tell 
you the reasop; he is certainly actuated by soMfr ]p«t»^^ 
that does not appear t(> think tbht itis%tifi6n 

of Lord SuflFolfc is to be removed fk>m the .d!merican 
Department. This hurts his pride, and is the cause 
of all this perplexity; for, as a sensible man, he cannot 
otherways be so foolishly attached to the office of Privy 
Seal. I offered bim Q-roora of the Stole, which iSi equal 
in profit and ease to that of Privy .Seal ; that he de- 
clined. I now get Lord Rochford, much against his 
inclination, though coming friendly into the arrange- 
ment, to retire, that Lord Dartmouth may be Secretary 
of State for the Southern Department, and now he is as 
little satisfied ; indeed, my dear Lord, this is carrying 
obstinacy greatly too far. Lord Weymouth and the 
Court of Spain cannot pleasantly transact business ; 
Lord George Germain cannot treat with the Continent ;• 
•therefore let Lord Dartmouth either’ be Secretary of 
State for the Southern^epartment, or take the office of 
Groom of the Stole, or 4ake the pension and leave Lord 
Rochford in his office. It is too much when all things 
seemed well settled to have them disturbed by the 
absurdity of one individual, who, abstracted from his 
conduct on this occasion, I really respect, and trust that 
in this affair he is guided by others, not his own senti- 
ments. Indeed, I believe he has that regard for me 
that when he knows that I was engaged to Lord Wey- 
mouth prior to his application, and that every subsequent 
step hath been alone taken to oblige him, he 'cannot 


* Lord Weymouth could not transact in the business of the Falkland Islands, 
business pleasantly with the Spanish 1770 ; and the * ** hero of Minden ” was 
Court because of the part he hafitt taken not forgotten on the Continent.” 

VOL. I. U 
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continue so obdurate. The oflSce offered to him is 
every way superior to the one he quits, therefore no 
one can be surprised at his accepting of it. 


Letter 330 , 

St. Jamfs’s, November 9th, 1775. 

55 min. pt. 1 p.m. 

My dear Lord, — ^Nothing has given me pain 
in the whole puzzle than the seeing you perplexed. 
I have tried to be as accommodating as honour would 
allow me ; I remain in the same inclination, and there- 
fore, provided I feel my own conduct correct, I can have 
no predilection to one mode of disposing of the vacant 
offices to another. I have given my word yesterday to 
Lord Weymouth that I will this day conferr [sic] th^ 
Privy Seal on him ; the mode of releasing me of this 
must be your getting him (who has, except yourself, 
acted the only proper part) to come and desire me, ffom 
the difficulty that has arisen, to let him be Secretary of 
State. You see this attains tip end you wish, but at 
the same time it makes my line the proper one. I 
desire you will not think of coming out ; if you will 
instantly send to Lord Weymouth, this may be arranged 
this day, provided I receive Lord Rochford’s Seals. 


Letter 331 . 

Queen's House, November 9Ui, 1775. 

85 min. pt. 10 p.m. 

Lord North, — This evening I have received a letter 
from Lord Rochford exprfessing his being too. weak to 
attend to-morrow with the Seals, and desiring the 
change may be postponed till Monday. I think delays 
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are improper ; and as I am to give the American Seals 
on Saturday, I think of desiring Lord Eochford to put 
his Seals in a box, and then I can conferr them to- 
morrow, as was settled this day, on Lord Weymouth. 
If you agree with me in opinion, I shall on the receipt 
of your answer write accordingly to Lord Eochford. 
Lord Glower must be desired by you to summon a Privy 
Council for to-morrow to administer the oaths bf office 
^^to Lord Dartmouth and Lord We^/thouife. 


Letter 332. 

Queen's House, November 10th, 1775. 

25 min. pt. M. 

Lord North, — On the receipt of your letter I am 
^clear that it is best to delay the arrangement untill 
Monday, for Lord Weymouth must receive the Seals as 
early as Lord Dartmouth gets the Privy S^l. I desire 
you will therefore on the immediate receipt of this write 
a note to Lord Weymouth acquainting him that Lord 
Eochford has desired to deliver up the Seals in person 
on Monday, that therefore no part of the arrangement 
can take place till that day. 


Letter 333. 

Queeu*s House, November loth, 1775. 

12 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — By the votes I see you have not been 
detained as expected this day. I shall go early to- 
morrow morning into the country, and hope to learn 
from you on Monday that Lord Ashburnham “ has been 


Lord Ashburnham, on the 18th of this mouth, was gasetted aa Groom of the 
Stole and first Gentleman of the Bedchamber to His Mi^esty. 
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plagued iintill he acquiesces to what is so suitable to 
my service. I fear you was too mild with him this 
day ; let Mr. Williams not give him any rest untill he 
complies. 

I have found Lord Dartmouth thoroughly sensible of 
your friendship ; till I had left no remains of suspicion 
on his mind I did not think the business of the arrange- 
ment compleat. 

I have this evening wrote to Lord Barrington con- 
cerning the corps to be ]^ised by M.-Gr. Fraser, “ and 
have answered that you will not "object to any reason- 
able levy-money, that the only object worth attention 
is the compleating the corps in a short time with good 
men. 


Lrttkr 334, 

Kew, November 11th, 1775. 

' 1 min. pt. 6 p.m. • 

Lord North,— The changing Lieut.-Col. Scheither’s 
contract to 10/. per man is undoubtedly preferable to 
the mode he had at first ; but I cannot think of erecting 
under him a nominal Electoral corps ; that has so much 
the appearance of a cheat that 1 cannot lend my name 
to it. The laws of Germany are very strong again^ 
foreign recruiting •, I cannot therefore as Elector go 
farther than permitting Scheither to contract with 
England, and to furnish places where the recruits may 
be secured ; this is the line I first mentioned to you, 
and from it I cannot depart. This is fresh scheme 
of that gentleman, who has always some private end 
to answer ; he need not go far for recruits, as the 


• For Major-Qeneml Fraser, see note to Letter 212. 
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moment he acts openly he may 
and Brunswifekers as he pleases*, his haviii|f‘Wteat^ 
assembled 200 men is a clear proof that he heed not bd 
hatching any novelties to obtain the 4000 he contract^ 
to raise. 

I shall very carefully read the pamphlet you have 
sent. 


Letter 335. 

* Kew, November 12th, 2 min. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North, — The having brought Lord AsA)umham 
to take the posts he is so very fit to fill is a proof of the 
assiduity Mr. Williams has employed. You will appoint 
Lord Ashburnham to be at St. James’s this day, when 
I shall give him the gold key. 

I have no objection to the Landgra>^ of Hesse Cassel 
, and the Duke of Brunswick being addressed for troops 
to serve in America ; the former may perhaps be per- 
suaded, but the latterM should think will decline ; but 
the Duke’s troops certainly shewed so much want of 
courage the late war, that I think Carleton, who can 
have but a small number of British troops,* ought to 
have .the Hessians. • 

General Howe’s reinforcement must be additional 
men, not corpse and I trust fi'om Germany we shall 
acquire men enough to compleat fully his army, which 
will of course be encreased by the seven regiments now 
going to the South, and the 6th Regiment from the 
West Indies. 

The enclosed bears strong marks of authenticity; 
indeed the contents of it are undoubtedly agreable to 
the sentiments of the Americans. It is from hence 
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I have always feared a commission not likely to meet 
with success, yet I think it right to be attempted, whilst 
every act of vigour is unremittedly carrying on. 

Colonel Faucitt, mentioned in Letter 337, was the agent to Hesse 
Cassel and Brunswick. In November, 1775, he received the fol- 
lowing instructions from Lord Suffolk : — “ Xour point is to get as 
“ many as you can : I own to you my own hopes are not very 
“ san^ne in the business you are going upon : therefore, the less 
** you aoj; ministerially before you see a reasonable prospect of suo- 

ceeding, the better. Get as many men as you can ; it will be 
**.muGh to your credit to procure the most moderate terms, though 
“ expense is hot so much the object in the present emergency as in 
“ ordinary cases. Great activity is necessary, as the King is ex- 
“ tremely anxious ; and you are to send one or two messengers 
“ from each place, Brunswick and Cassel, the moment you know 
** whether troops can be procured or not, without waiting for the 
“ proposal of terms.” 

Faucitt, having received his instructions from Lord Suffolk, left 
Stade on the 24th ol^B^vomber, but, owing to the badness of the 
roads and the darkness of the nights, did not arrive at Brunswick 
until the 29th. ^here he dealt with the hereditary Prince 
Ferdinand, George the Third’s brother-in-law, who persuaded his 
father Charles, the.reigning Duke, to part with some of his troops. 
His poverty indeed, rather than his wiH^ consented ; for Charles was 
as fond of drilling and reviewing his little army as the Prussian 
Frederic William Vas of inspecting his gigantic regiments. 

Three hundred light dragoons, which were not wanted, wore added 
to “ the 4000 recruits” required by the King. Faucitt, “ rather than 
“ appear difficjjlt,” took them into his contract. There was a good deal 
of chaffering before the terms were settled finally. Sixty German 
dollars for each man were demanded as levy-money ; in lieu of which, 
rather more than half of that sum was accepted.*. Every soldier who 
should be killed was to be paid-for at the rate of the levy-money, and 
^ree wounded men were to be reckoned as one killed. Two months’ 
pay was advanced to the troops after some grumbling on the part 
of the Duke and his son, who demanded originally three months* 
pay before soldier stirred. The annual subsidy was fixed, after 
two days’ wrangling^at 64,500 German crowns from the date of the 
signature of the contract, and twice that sum was covenanted to be 
paid for two 3 ’'ears after the return of the troops to their own country. 

The parade-loving Duke and Prince Ferdinand were not particular 
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about their goods being all according to sample. Two of the 
battalions were answerable to contract : but the r^t were Mna^ed 
by ciimps where they could get them, and were in many instances 
little better than Falstaff’s recruits. Altogether Brunswick, during 
the war, furnished for theJBritish service 5723 men, or such as 
passed muster for men. 

The Brunswickers were commanded by Von Biedesel, a colonel in 
Duke Charles’s service, who now received the rank of major-general. 
In the choice of him the King was fortunate, for Von Bi^esel was 
an honourable man as well as an experienced and enterpriwM officer. 

The Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, Frederick II.» had mamed Maijv 
fifth daughter of Geoige 11., and waa oofis<^ue«i% nndit 
riage to George HI. Her the Landgrave treated wiit^lhe 
brutality, as was the conjugal fashion of most German princes At 
the time. Colonel Faucitt found in Landgrave Frederick a harder 
chapman to deal with than either Duke Charles or Ferdinand his 
son. There was indeed no difficulty in persuading him to furnish 
troops. He even affected a conscience in the matter. He professed 
a strong desire to help his nephew in forcing the rebels back to their 
duty ; at one time spoke of leading himself those whom he called “ his 
fellow-soldiers.” Kot only did he set at a usurious price the pounds 
of flesh he offered to the English governdfent, but he opened an 
old account for hospital disbursements during the last war, and it 
was paid him, though it had already been liquidated. So pressing 
however was the demand for the American war, that 40,000Z. was 
considered of little moment by those who were bent on prosecuting 
it. The levy-money was nominally the same with that agreed upon 
with Brunswick, but actually was more ; for as it was to be paid 
for the officers as well as for the rank and file, ffiie Landgrave had 
an advantage of twenty per cent. 

It would occupy far m<»re space than this note already has filled 
to recount the further exactions of this grasping potentate It 
seems fhat besides the gift of avarice he had that also of wrath in an 
extraordinary measure, and on this his minister Schliessen traded 
in bargaining with Colonel Faucitt. Like Gloster, in ‘ Lear,* ho 
urged “ the fiery quality of the ” Landgrave, — 

• How xinremoYeable and fix'd he waa 

In his own course,” — 

and he appears to have scared the King’s agent out of his wits, so 
that he subscribed to every articlb in the bond-^an enormous subsidy 
being one of the covenants therein made and provided. See Bancroft, 
‘Hist, of U. S.,* vol. vii. g. 157 foil. 

The King, as the event proved, augured rightl}" about the com- 
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mxBBiony but bis anticipation was probably suggested by his known 
reluctance to treat with his rebellious subjects. - By the Prohibitory 
Bill “ in its last, and, in design at least, its more conciliatory clause, 
the King was authorized to send to America Commissioners selected 
** by himself with great, nay, it mi^t almost be said, unlimited 
“ authority. They were to grant pardons aind inquire into griev- 
“ anoes ; they were to h&ye the sole power of judgmg whether the 
“ whole or any part of any colony showed a die^sition to return to 
its allegiance, and, on their so declaring it, the restriotions of the 
“ Bill as applied to that colony, or part of a colony, were at once to 
“ cease. Such then, after so many preTious failures, was the new 
“ le^slafive weapon hhrled against America. As Burke some time 
“ afterwards said, bitterly indeed but most truly, ‘ It affords no 
‘vuatter for very pleasing reflection to observe that our subjects 
“ diminish as our laws increase.’ ” * 


Letter 336. 

*Kew, November 13th, 1775. 

58 min. pt. 8 p.m. 

Lord North, — The debate this day I owne does not 
surprize me, as Opposition chuse to object to every mea- 
sure that is proposed. The majority is so very great, 
that I should* imagine it will » render the battles less 
frequent ; but^success must not render us inattentive, 
for Opposition will watch every opportunity to give 
trouble. .. 

Debate in the Commons on raising the land-tax to four shillings 
in the pound. Lord North, urging the necessity of quelling the 
disturbances in America, and then the propriety of applying to 
the landed gentry for their support at a time when the other re- 
sources of the state were incompetent to the purpose, moved that the 
land-tax for 1 776 be four shillings in the pound. Sir George Yonge 
moved an amendment that it should be three shillings instead of 
four. The majority against the amendment was 135 (182 — 47). 

Lord Camden, writing to Lord Chatham on February 12th, 1775, 
says,—“ I am grieved to observe that the landed interest is almost 

* Letter to the Sheriflfa of Bristol,, 1777. 




“altogether anti- American, though the common people hold the 
“ war in abhorrence, and the merchants and tradesmen fw obvious 
“ reasons are altogether against it. Nevertheless my opinion of the 
“ justice and the success of it is precisely the same, and dpes not 
“ yield to the majority within doors, or the powerful assent without.” 
(‘Chatham Oorrespondenqe/ iv; p. 401.) 


Letter 3St; 

*E«fr, N0V8«lmr 140. ifrR 
10 min. pt 2 ^.xo. 

Lord North, — I sent last week orders to the Eegenigr 
and to Field-Mareshal Sporken that Scheither should bl 
permitted to contract with Colonel Paucitt for raising 
4000 recruits for Q-reat Britain, and that Stade and 
Nieuburgh should be the two garrisons where the re- 
cruits should be closely kept. These orders are certainly 
arrived this day ; but to prevent any mistakes, I will 
have a fresh copy sent by the messenger this night. 
The laws of G-ermany are so cigar against emigration, 
' that I certainly in going thus far have done as much 
as I possibly can in my Electoral capaaity ; the giving 
commissions to officers, or any other of the proposals 
that have been made, I can by no meanif consent to, for 
they in plain English are turning me into a kidnapper, 
which I cannot think a very honourable occupation. 

Whether his Majesty was aocounteft a kidnapper is not on record, 
but there is no doubt that the enrolment of these foreigners.by 
England was viewed with very general disapprobation both at home 
and abroad. We have already seen what Frederick of Prussia 
thought of the matter (see p. 266), ahd his withers were not easily 
wrung. In Germany the execration in which the princely dealers 
in this white-slave trade were held is glanced at by Schiller in bis 
‘ Kabale und lAdm * (act ii. scene *2) ; and in a letter from Frederick 
to Voltaire we have again his opinion : — “ Je vous remercie du 
“ ‘Cat^chisme des Souverains,* production que je nattendais pas 
“ do M. le Landgrave de tiesse. Vous me faites trop d honneur de 
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“ m’attribuer son Education. S’il ^toit sorti de mon ^cole, il ne serait 
** point &it Oatholique, et il n’auroit pas vendu sea au^eta am Anghia 
V oofams im veaid h hitml poor Tigorger'* (‘CBuvres Postllkmes de 
I'l^erieV tom* i p. 825. Comp. Bancroft^ ^ Hist, of U. S./ vii. 
p. 160.) But this countiy, deluded by its rtilers, themselves 
deceived by their agents, was plunging passionately into an unjust 
and unnecessary war,* and, being ill-provided for the unrighteous 
strife, availed herself without thought or scruple of these bad 
means for a bad end. “ If any men were needed,’* observes Lord 
Mahon (vi. p*. 87), “was there any lack of them in England? 
“ Was it wise to inform foreign states that we deemed ourselves 
“ thus dependent on foreign aid? Was it wise to hold forth to 
“ America the first example of obtaining assistance from abroad ? 
“ Above all, if conciliation were the object full as much as con- 
“ quest, how signal the imprudence thus in the midst of a civil 
“ strife to thrust forward aliens to both parties in blood, in language, 
“ and in manners I ” How the Hessian mercenaries were regarded 
by the insurgents will be shown in a future note. 


letter 338. 

• *Kew, November 15th, 1775. 

20 min. pt. 9 a.m. 

Lord North, — The letters from the two Major- 
Generals* promise unanimity and zeal, the two great 
engredients that seem to have been wanting in tliis 
campaign. 

Mr. Robinson’s letter to Colonel Faucitt is very proper, 
and contains every directions in so clear a manner, that 
I wish other offices had ^ good writers. 

The letter of the Directors of the E. India Com- 
pany is not drawn up with that perspicuity that I think 
the first essential in conveying directions; but they 
manifestly neither chuse to hurt Hastings nor his ad- 
versaries,” and therefore will most probably disoblige 
both. 


Howe and Burgoyue. 


^ Frauds, Mousou, Claveriug. 
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Lbttbb 339 .- 

Lord NoSth, — ^M onday a&ti ib sb 

any other for giving the assent to the IwB * * , > 

I return the letters from Iitt^J. Miw 

there will [be] some examination that the flower 
sent in future be of proper quality. 


The whole system of commissioners and contractors, at this time, 
was one of public robbery. The money supplied so liberally by 
England was as lavishly wasted abroad. In J 777 Mr. Wedderbum 
wrote respecting our army in America to a confidential friend, — 
“ The peculation in every profitable branch of the service is repre- 
“ sented to be enormous, and, as usual, it is attended with a shook- 
“ ing neglect of every comfort to the troops. The hospitals are 
“ pest-houses, and the provisions served out aie poison ; those that 
“ are to be bought are sold at the highest prices of a monopoly.** 
(Letters to William Eden, printed from the MSS. in Lord Campbell’s 
‘Lives of the Chancellors,’ vol. vi. p. 118, see Lord Mahon’s ‘Hist, 
of England,’ vol. vi. p. 140.) 

“ The merchants,” writes Burke in this year, “ begin to snuff 
“ the cadaverous haut gout of luciative war . the freighting business 
“ never was so lively, on account of the prodigious taking up for 
“ transport-service ; great orders for provisions of all kinds, new 
“ clothing for the troops, puts life into the woollen manufiicturos.” 


Letter 340 . 

. ♦ Queen’s House, November 2Cth, 1775. 

47 mm. pt. 7 pm. 

Lord North, — To answer your letters chronologically, 
I am pleased the very improper tax on the general 


» << Their Msyesties and the Royal * tinumg the duty on moZ/, mum, cider. 

Family came to the Queen’s Palace * and perry, and the Indemnity Bill 

''for the winter” — 'Ann. Register,’* '‘to Mimsters for garrisoning, during 
xviii p. 171. . * the Parliamentary recess, Qibraltdi and 

« 20th November, His M<ijeaty went ‘ Poit Malion with Electoral troops ” — 
" to the House of Peers and gave the Id. p. 175. 

" Royal Assent to the Bill for con- 
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officers has been taken off, and in so unanimous a 
manner. As to the two letters communicated to me 
this day from Sir John Blaquiere, they neither of them 
meet with my approbation, for they are drawn up in so 
strange and loose manner that they convey no plan on 
either of their important subjects, but require his being 
directed particularly on what relates to the new Par- 
liament, his specifying very exactly on paper the whole 
of his demands before any encouragement can be given. 

. It is to* his want of method that many difficulties have 
arisen, and therefore I thus early recommend caution in 
drawing up the answers. As to the admitting foreigners 
into Ireland, he is highly to blame if he presumes to 
take any public step without having communicated the 
plan and waited for orders from hence, and I wish he 
may know that this is my opinion. I had given orders 
previous to receiving your letter on seeing Lord George 
Germaine that Lord Cornwallis should go on the 
Southern expedition,* and shall give the other orders 
to Lord Weymouth to-morrow. I know Captain Efne- 
rick’s character too well to approve of his being em- 
ployed in raising recruits. His proposal is shamefully 
dear. There are sufficient persons already employed 
for raising foreigners ; more would but come in each 
other’s way. 


Lettkr 341 . 

November 28th, 1775. 15 min. pt. 8 a.m. 

My dear Lord, — I cannot lose a moment in answer- 
ing your letter concerning Captain Acland. I am 
certain nothing could give such real grounds of disgust 


To CaroliuH. 
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to the army as the raising additional new corps ; and 
nothing but having understood from you that Frazer’s* 
corps should be no precedent to apply for others should 
have made, though perhaps not entirely with my 
opinion, have forced down that measure that the whole 
profession are much hurt at. I have no objection to 
your talking with Lord Barrington concerning him, but 
honestly I do not see the means of promoting him in 
Ireland ; perhaps a majority might be got for him'by 
purchase. On the whole, though a spirited ‘young 
[man], his pretensions are so exorbitant, that I would 
rather wish he could he prevailed upon tp take the civil 
line, and I would make any arrangement of 'that kind 
that could suit him. 


Letter 342. 

♦ Queen's House, November 28th, ifr.5. 

46 min. pt. 2 p.m. 

Lord North, — I can scarcely find words expressive 
enough at my astonishment at the presumption and 
imprudence of bringing forward in Ireland a matter of 
such great delicacy without having had the fullest direc- 
tions from hence, and the very mode and words of the 
messa^, if that had been judged right, approved of 
from hence. If this kind of conduct is continued in 
Ireland, one can scarcely sleep in quiet from appre- 
hension of being daily drawn into difficulties. I know 
men that will act boldly when authorised, but I highly 
disapprove of those who, like quacks, engage in all 
matters from not knowing ihe magnitude of the \inder- 
taking; 


* • See Letter 3Sf3. 
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The explanation of this and other letters of the time which re- 
late to Ireland is to he found in Mr. Thomas Townshend’s motion 
for censure on the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, February 1 6th, 1776. 
The Lord Lieutenant, the Earl of* Harcoiirt, had sent a message to 
the Irish House of Commons desiring (prematurely it would seem, 
or at least without the proper finesse exp^ted of him by his masters) 
in the name of the King their assent to the removal of 4000 of 
the regular troops stationed in Ireland to America, assuring them 
that the troops thus removed should not remain a charge upon the 
Irish establishment, and at the same time offering to supply their 
place with an equal number of Protestant troops from Germany, 
also witljout expense to Ireland, as soon as they could be furnished. 
Mr. T. Townshend denounced this message as a breach of the 
privileges of the British House of Commons. The Minister, un- 
authorised by Parliament, had pledged Great Britain to the payment 
of SOjOOOZ. per annum, by the removal of 4000 men from the Irish 
to the British establishment. * Again, ho had committed a breach 
of privilege by proposing to introduce into Ireland, without parlia- 
mentary sanction, foreign soldiers. The Lord Lieutenant’s proposal, 
it was argued, was as extravagant as it was illegal, and perhaps as 
absurd as it was extravagant. Groat Britain, while she had the use 
of only 4000 men, was pledged to pay for double the number : 
Ireland, without any apparent reason, was to be relieved from 
one-^ird of her usual militaiy expenditure. Ireland, consenting 
to part with the 4000, refused to admit the joreigners, and tsras 
accordingly left in a very defenceless condition, and that at a time 
when her linen and provision trade with North America was begin- 
ning to be affected by the war. 

The Ministers, being in a scrape, naturally tried to shuffle out of 
it. They differed in their opinions about the Lord Lieutenant’s 
message, but they agreed in disclaiming any responsibility for the 
measures of the King’s servants in Ireland. They affected a con- 
venient ignorance of the motives for the offers complained of: they 
admitted the bargain to bo a very bad one. Some of them affirmed 
that the Irish Commons had misunderstood the terms of the mes- 
sage ; others that the terms, although extravagant, were justifiable, 
inasmuch as the King had at one time pledged himself to main- 
tain 1 2,000 instead of 8000 troops in that kingdom. Mr. Jenkinson 
indeed came gallantly to the rescue, and affirmed the principle of 
‘ Hoc volo, sic jubeo.’ The Iiish members, he said, had not mis- 
taken the message ; the King had Only exerted his just prerogative ; 
“that the Crown should raise troops of its own will, and then 
“apply to Parliament to pay them, or enter into treaties for the 
“same purpose with foreign princes, pledging the national faith 
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“for a due performance of the articles.” The House of Com- 
mons, as it was then in the habit of doing, made things pleasant 
to Government, and rejected Mr. Townshend’a motion by a majorily 
of 224 to 106. 


Letter 343 . 

Queen’s House, December 2nd, 1775. 

35 min. pt. 5 p.m. 

Lord North, — The Irish are the best judges whether 
8000 men is preferable to being augmented by a corps 
of 4000 foreigners. This will alter the mode of em- 
j:)loying the Scotch Brigade, Ijut I should hope they 
may be of use in garrisoning Halifax, St. Augustine, 
and any of the Southern Colonies that may during the 
course of the winter be brought to their senses, which 
will enable the British forces in America to be all em- 
ployed on active service. 


On the subject of the troops to be taken from Ireland for service 
in the colonies Lord Barrington wrote to the Earl of Dartmouth 
(‘ Political Life,* p. 100), — “ I am not apprised ” — he was then Secre- 
tary at War!— “where they are going; but I conclude they are 
“ intended to act as a separate corps in North America, to the south- 
‘‘ ward. If there should bo an idea of such a force marching up the 
“ country, I hope it will not be entertained ; for there must be great 
“ danger of its wanting many essential necessaries, where there is so 
“ little to be had, so much desire to prevent our having that little, 
“ so much difficidty in conveying artillery, stores, provisions, &o., 
“ and so much hazard of losing communication with the ships. Allow 
“ me once more, my dear Lord, to remind you of the necessity there 
“ is, in all military matters, not to stir a step without full consulta- 
“ tion of able military men, after giving them the most perfect 
“ knowledge of the whole matter under consideration, with all its 
“ circumstances.** In a letter to Lord North, ib. p. 159, the same 
Minister writes, Augimt 8, 1775,—“ As it is the measure of Govem- 
“ ment to have a large army in North America, it is my duty 
“anfl inclination to matte that measure succeed to the utmost; 
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been, and still is, i^t the Amexjcans 
%jiaiy Traced bjr the fleet, but never oan be bj the army.” Had 
^ King pstened to Seoretaty*at-War, instead of trusting Lord 
Q^eorge Germaine, and forcing Lord Korth into a course of action he 
d^pproved of, much ** dishonour ” and ** infinite loss ” might have 
been spared to England even at this moment of the crisis. 


Letter 344 . 

Queens House, December 11th, 1775. 

35 ihin. pt. 7 p.m. 

Lord North..— The hearing the Bill for preventing 
intercourse with the provinces in rebellion has past the 
House of Commons so, early this day gives me much 
satisfaction. I return the draft of the letter of the 
Directors of the East India Company. 

On the 20th of November Lord North moved, “ That leave be 
“ given to bring in a Bill to prohibit all trade and intercourse with 
“ the colonies of New Hampshire, Massachusett’s Bay, Rhode 
“ Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania^ the 
“ three lower counties on ' Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
“ Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, during the continuance of 
“the present rebellion,” &c. ‘Pari. Hist.,’ xviii. p. 992, foil. 
Mr. Charles Fox moved an amendment, which was lost. Majority 
for the original motion, 128 (192—64); the second reading, Dec. 1 ; 
in committee, Dec. 5, 6, 8; third reading, Dec. 11. Majority for 
Ministers, 96 (112 — 16). For some excellent remarks on the Pro- 
hibitory Bill see Hughes’s ‘ Hist, of England,’ vol. ii. pp. 204-207, 
ahd compare Lord Mahon, vi. p. 72. 

“ On the 11th of December, previous to the third reading of the 
“ Prohibitory Bill, a motion was made by Governor Johnston, that no 
“ evidence had been laid before the House of the delinquency of the 
“ prevince of Georgia, which was notwithstanding included in the 
“ same common punishment with the other colonies. Though this 
“ motion passed in the negative, it occasioned a warm debate, in 
“ which the Ministers were hard put to support the charge of 
“ delinquency.” 

The smallness of the minority (16) on this occasion arose from 
Opposition seeing “that all attempts to'withstand the force which 
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“ was carrying the Bill through were utterly futile, and that the 
“ country gentlemen had (as they said) shamefully deserted their 
“ duty and abandoned the public business, most of them. The 
“ Opposition grew weary of so fruitless a contest, and the House 
“ was thinly attended on that side at the time of passing the Bill.” 
‘Ann. Begister,’ xix. p. 113. 

The despair or supineness of the Opposition appears in several 
letters contained in the ‘ Memoirs of Lord Eockingham,* vol. ii. p. 282 
foil. Sir George Savile wrote to the Marquis on the 18th of October, 
“ If I could frame to myself any distinct idea, or rather any idea at 
“ all, that any end was to be answered by my being in London before 
“ the day of the meeting of Parliament, I should not hesitate to 
“ put by every consideration of pleasure, rest, or health. Now, by 
“ answering some end, I do not mean having a chance of carrying 
“ some question in Parliament ; Lord knows that is far enough out 
“ of the question. On the contrary, I conceive a larger majority 
“ rather than a less than has hitherto divided will appear on every 
“ American question.” “ I grow stronger in my conviction of 
“ the improbability of subduing the country, yet I protest, were 
“ I put to it for my life, I don’t know whether the best argument I 
“ have now for believing the Ministry in the wrong (I moan as to 
“ the success) is, that they have never, T think, been in the right 
“ yet.” 

The Duke of Eiohmond writes to the Marquis of Eockingham, 
•11th December, — ib. ii. p. 290, — “Imueh approve of your Lord- 
“ ship’s opposing the Land-Tax and Militia Bill, nor have I the 
“ least disi)osition to your opposing the Prohibition Bill,^ but I 
“ would not make a great struggle for it ; and you may tell the mer- 
“ chants that you cannot get an attendance of the Lords unless they 
“ will take a more decided part, and firmly stand by them in their 
“ general system of politics.” 

Of the “ masterly protest” against the Prohibitory Bill, signed by 
“ Abergavenny, Eockingham, Manchester, Abingdon, Eichmond, 
“ Ponsonby, Fitzwilliam, Chedworth ” (‘ Pari. Hist.,’ xviii. p. 1088), 
Lord Mahon (vi. p. 73, note) says, “ I have no doubt of its being 
“ Burke’s. Lord Eockingham was wholly incapable ,of such a com- 
“ position, and on other occasions at least we find Burke employed 
“ in writing the protests for his Lordship’s party ” (Burke’s ‘ Cor- 


» The debate on the Prohibition Bill 
in the Lords was on the 15th of I)e-» 
cember. The Dukes of Manchester and 
Itichmondi and tlje Earl of Shelburne, 
opposed its committal. Lords Lyttleton 
and Sandwich supj>orted it. On a di- 
vision, Contents, 48; Proxies, 30 = 78. 
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Non-contents, 12; Proxies, 7 = 19. On 
the 20th the Marquis of Eockingham 
presented a petition from the merchants 
of Bristol against the Bill. Lord Mans- 
field supported the Bill in a remark- 
able speech. It was then — 

‘ Pari. Hist.’ xviii. pp. 1066-1103. 

X 
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respondenoe/ vol. ii. p. 14). Indeed the relation between the two 
statesmen is best described in three words by Horace Walpole, 
where he speaks of Burke as being “ Lord Rockingham’s governor ” 
(Letter to Sir H. Mann, May 6, 1770). 

Sir George Savile, in the letter from which I have given an extract, 
asks, “ What do 1 know of the people, their country, their disposi- 
“ tions, their resources ? ” As much and as little perhaps as most of 
his countrymen at that time. When Franklin, on the 13th of Sep- 
tember in this year, resumed his duties in Congress, the city of 
Philadelphia, where a quorum of the Congress was then assembled, 
“ was all astir with warlike preparations. Twice a day the most 
“ zealous* of the military companies drilled in the square. The salt- 

petre works were beginning to produce a little of that anxiously- 
“ sought commodity. Of six powder-mills designed, two were nearly 
“ ready to go into operation, which, in the following spring, de- 
“ livered twenty- five hundred pounds of powder a- week. A manu- 
“ factory of muskets was about to open, and turn out twenty-five 
“ muskets a-day, with all the appendages complete. . The fortifica- 
“ tions upon the Delaware were advancing towards completion. 
“ Congress, the Committee of Safety, and numerous subordinate 
“ bodies, wore in session every day. Arrests of suspected persons 
“ wore frequent, and sub-committees of safety boarded arriving 
“ vessels to pick out treason from the letter-bags. Occasionally there 
“ was tarring and feathering of Tories ; but oftener the obnoxious 
“ person chose the alternative of mounting a cart, ‘ publicly acknow- 
“ lodging his errors, and asking pardon of the crowd.’ The ladies 
“ were scraping lint and jjrcparing bandages. Exciting news from 
“ Boston every week ; the enemy reinforced ; Now England unanimous 
“ for resistance.” Parton’s ‘ Life of F ranklin,’ ii. p. 100. 

The conduct of the Opposition is thus described by a writer 
at the time, and by a noble historian recently. Horace Walpole 
writes (‘ Last Days,’ vol. i. p. 528), — 

“ 11th Dec. The Bill for destroying the American shipping 
“ was passed in the Commons by 112 to ir>. The Opposition had 
“ so deserted (gone to the country) that this was all the force 
‘ they could muster. 1 and others had advised their not coming 
“ to Parliament, but protest against the measures. There had 
“ been some dignity in this, but they could neither assemble nor 
“ retire with propriety, and this neglect could but dishearten the 
“ Americans. On the other hand. Lord George Germaine, as 
“ was foreseen, set out with spirit, seizing two chests of letters 
“ that wore going by a common ship to America.” 

Earl Russell, ‘Correspondence of C. tJ. Fox,’ vol. i. p. 141, 
observes, — 
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“ Tho year 1775 had exhibited the Ministry in all its weak- 
“ ness,, and the Opposition in all its inutility. While on the side 
“ of Government the most culpable improvidence hastened the 
“ loss of America, on tho side of the Opposition the most brilliant 
“ talents and the most prophetic wisdom failed to save a shred 
“ of authority, or to avert for a day the most dire calamities. 
“ Folly paralysed tho Ministiy ; discord shattered the Opposition.” 

“ Prorsus dissolutum navigium vcl potius dissipatum ; nihil consilio, 
“ nihil ratione, nihil ordine.” Cic. ad Atticum, Epist. xv. 11. 


EKKATA. 

Letteu 105. — Page 80, for “Turoiico ’ (sic in MS.), read “dc Fcronco.” 

liEiTEU 284. — Pago 237. The reference to Walpole should be “Last Journals, 
vol. i. p. 7.” 
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COWPER’S (Mary, Countess) Diary while Lady of the Bedchamber 

to Caroline Princess of Walew, 1714—20. Edited by Hoii, Spknckr 
O owPKR. Seooad Edition. Portrait. 8vo. lOs. Ci. 

CRABBE’S (Rev. Geokqk) Life, Letters, and Journals. By his Son. 

Portrait. Fcap. bvo. 3s. 

Life and Poetical Works. Plates. 8 Vols. Fcap. 
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CROWE^S AND CAVALCASBLLB’S Notices of the Early Flemish 

Paintdrs; their Lives and Works. Woodcuts. PostOvo. 12#. 
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Colleges and the Upper Foirns. Trali^l>itcd under the AuthoFs revi- 
sion. Edited by Dr. Wm. Smith. Post Bvo. 

Smaller Greek (irammar for the use of the Middle and 
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into Engliah UUnk Verse. Fi/ih Eiition, Eeviaed. 2 Vols. 8vo, 24a. 

DE ROS’S (Lord) Memorials of the Tower of London. With Illus- 
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8vo. 21a. 

— Military Bridges, and the Passage of Rivers in 
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and the Prisoners of Ahd-el-Kadir. Translated by Lady Purr Gobdoh. 
Post 8vo. 25. 
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12mo. 45. 
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HAMIliTON’S (James) Wanderings in North Africa. With Illustra- 
tions. Post 8vo, 12/, ^ 
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Stokers and Pokers ; or, N.- Western Railway. PostSvo. 2s. 
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EGYPT, Thebes, the Nile, Alexandria, Cairo, 

the Pyramids, Mount Sinai, Ac. Map. Post 8vo. 15s. 
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HESSEY (Rev. Dk.). Sunday — Its Origin, History, and Present 

Obligations. Being the Uanipton Lectures for 1860. Second Edition. 
8vo. 16<. Or Third and Popular Edition. Boat 8vo. 9«. 

HICKMAN’S (Wm.) Treatise oa the Law and Practice of Naval 
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Post Svo. 

JOHNSON’S (Dr. Samuel) Life. By James Boswell. Including 
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Nineveh and Babylon; being the Result of a Second 
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